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PAET FIEST.-iT SEA. 


BOOK FIEST. 

THE WOODS OF LA SAUDRAIE. 




i During the last of May, 1793, one of the Parisian bat- 
talions led into Brittany by Santerre was scouring the 
terrible woods of La Saudraie in Astille. The battalion 
had only three hundred men left, for it had been decimated 
by the cruel war. It w’as at the time when after Argomie, 
Jemmapes, and Valmy, there remained of the first bat- 
talion of Paris, originally numbering six hundred 
volunteers, twenty-seven men; of the second battalion, 
thirty-three men ; and of the third, fifty-seven. It was a 
time of epic conflicts. 

The battalions sent from Paris to La Vendee numbered 
nine hundred and twelve men. Each battalion had three 
pieces of cannon. The troops had been quickly raised. 
On the twenty-fifth of April, Gohier^eiiig minister of 
Justice, and Boucliotte minister of war,® he section of the 
I>on Conseii, had proposed to send battalions of vcjliinteers 
to Lti Vendee. Lubiri, member of the commune, had nuKle 
the report': the first of May, Santerre was ready to send 
out twelve thousand soldiers, thirty field-pieces and a 
battalion of gunners. These battalions organrzed hastily 
were so well organized, that the^^- serve as models to-day ; 
the companies of the line are made up on the principle 
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governiBg tbem ; tbe only cliange has been to tlie^propof* 
tion ’between the number of soldiers and noa-eommissioiied 
officers. 

On the twenty-eighth of April the eommuiie of Paris 
gave this order to Saiiterre’s volunteers : Nd mercy, no 
quarter.” .At the end of May, of the twelve thoiisand 
Parisian troops, two-thirds were dead. 

‘file battalion engaged in the wmods of La Sciiiciraie was 
proceedi.ng cautiously. They took their time. Tli.'y 
looked, to the right and to the left, in front of tiieiii aii,c{ 
beiiiiid them at the same time. K 16 ber has said : “ The 
soldier has an eye in his back.” They had been marching 
for h urs. What time could it be ? What part of tlie 
day was it? It would have been difficult to say, for tliero 
is always a sort of twilight in such wild thickets, and ii 
is never light in these woods. 

The forest of La Saudraie was tragic. It was in tliese 
woods that the civil war began its crimes in the moiitli of 
November, 1792. The ferocious cripple, Moiisqiieton, had 
come out of these gloomy depths ; the number of iiiurders 
committed there made one’s hair stand on end. There 
was no place more frightful. The soldiers penetrated \ 

there cautiously. Everywhere was abundance of flowers : 
one was surrounded with a trembling wail of branches, 
from which hung the charming freshness of the foliage ; 
sunbeams here and there made their way through the 
green shade ; on the ground the gladiolus, the yellow 
swamp flag, the meadow narcissus, the g^notte, the herald 
of fine weather, and the spring crocus formed the embroid- 
ery and decoration of a thick carpet of vegetation, 
luxuriant in every kind of moss, from that resembling 
velvet, to that like stars. The soldiers advanced step by 
step in silence, noiselessly pushing aside the uiiderbriisli, 

The birds warblA above their bayonets. 

La Saudraie was one of those thickets where formerly 
in times of peace they used to hold the Houicheba,-— hinii 
ing birds at night ; now they were hunting men there. 

The wood was full of birch trees, beeches, and oaks ; the 
ground fiat ; the moss and thick grass deadened the sound 
of the marching men; every path lost itself abruptly 
among the holly, wild sloe, ferns, hedges of rest-harron^ 
tall briers; it was impossild© to- sea a man ten feet 
away. 


Occasionally^ a lieroii or a waterfowl passed throngb 
lAe brandies, snowing that there w^ere swamps Bear by,. 

The}-'' iiiaielied on. They went at hapliazard, full of 
anxiety, and Ityiring to iiiid what they they sought. 
From time to time they came across traces of eiieaiiip- 
Bients, burnt planes, troddeii-down grass, sticks in the 
form of a cross, blood^^ ’ randies. Tiiere soup had been 
made, there mass Iiad been said, tliere wounds had l.*eeii 
d.rt‘ssecL Kiit ttiose wlio had passed tliis way had disap- 
peared, Where were tliey r Far away, perhaps. Perhaps 
^lose liy, eoiieealed, gun in hand. The woods seemed 
deserted. Ttie baltrdion redoubled its precaution. Sol- 
’tilde ami suspicion. There was nobody to be seen; 'the 
more rc.’asoii for fearing' somebody. They laid to do with 
a forest. oi‘ iU-re|uiie. An ambuscade wa.s probable. 

'iliiriy grenadiers, detached as scouts and eomiiiaiided 
by a sergaahi, w’cneuini'ixtliing iruiclvajic^ a'ta considerable 
fli stance from the main body of tlie troop. The vi’vaii- 
diere of I he Ija,tta^uon accompanied tiiern. The vivandieres 
join ihe vangiiai'ds from choice. They run a risk, but 
tliov expetd to see something. Curiosity is one form of 
feminine bravery. 

Suddenly the soldiers in this httle soiiad experienced 
that thrill familiar tohimtsiiieii, wiiiehxndica that they 
have reached their prey. Tliey liad heard soiiiethixig like 
a whisper in the midst of a thicket, and it seemed that 
some one had just seen a movei'iient among' the leaves. 
The soldiers made signs to each other. 

In tlie sort of watch and search entrusted to scouts, the 
officers do not need to take part; whatever must be clone 
is done of itself. 

Ill less tiian a minute, the spot wdiere the movement 
had bc'cn seen was surrounded ; a circle of pointed mus- 
kets enclosed it, the obscure centre of the thicket was 
aimed at from all sides at once, and the soldiers witli 
fingers on the trigger and eyes on the suspected place, 
only waited for the sergeant’s command to riddle it with 
bullets. The vivaiidiere, however, ventured to look 
through the brambles,, and at the instant when the 
sergeant “was about to crys Fire this woman cried: 

And turning towards' the soldiers i . shoots coni’ 

rades!” 
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She nislied lieaclloiig into tlie tiiickeL llief Miotfecl 
tier. 

There was^ indeed, some one there. 

In the densest part of the thicket, on tlie edge of one 
of those little round clearings made In the hy the 

charcoal furnaces in biirning roots of trees, in jisurtcn* 
recess among the branches, a kind of leafy ebamlHuy lialf 
open like an alcove, a woman was sitting: ou llieimsss, 
with an infant at. the breastjancl In her lap the blond 
heads of two sleeping cliildren. 

This was the ambuscade, 

** What' are you doing here cried the vivaudiSre* 

■ The woman raised her head. 

The vivandi^re added fiercely^--- 
*« Are you mad to be here I 
And she continued, — 

«« A little more and you would have been killed I 
And addressing the soldiers, she added, — 

It is a woman.’’’ 

■ “ By Jove, we see it is indeed ! ’’ said a grenadier. 

The vivancli^re continued, — 

Come into the woods to be massacred ! Did ever aiiy<^ 
body imagine such stupidity as that?’’ 

The woman stupefied, frightened, petrified, saw all 
about her as in a dream ; these guns, these sabres, these 
bayonets, these fierce faces. 

The two children woke up and began to cry. 

I’m hungry,” said one. 

I’m afraid,” said the other. 

The little one went on nursing. 

The vivaiidiere spoke to it. 

‘‘You are quite right,” she said. 

The mother was dumb with frighi 
The sergeant cried out to her, — 

“Don’t be afraid, we are the battalion of the 

The woman trembled from head to foot. She looked at 
the sergeant, whose rough face showed only his eyehrowsi 
his moustache, and two coals which were his two eves. 

“Formerly the battalion of the ” aikied 

the vivandidre. 

And the sergeant continued, — 

Who are you, madame?” " ' 
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The woman lookc^d at him, terrified. She was tMii^ 
young, pale, and in rags ; she wore the large hood of the 
Breton pea.saiit, and the woollen cloak fastened at the 
neck with a, string, ^ Siie let her bare breast be seen with 
iitt;cr iridiifereiice. Her feet without stockings or shoes 
were blctediiig. 

She is poor” said the sergeant. 

' And tiie vivatidi^re in iier soldierly and feminlEe ¥oic% 
tenderly withal, resumed,--^ 

Wliat Is your name?” 

■ The tvoriiari stammered almost indistiiictlY^---* 

« Michelle Flechaixi” 

Meaiiwiiile tlie wivandidre eo,ressed the little head of 
the nursing clilhl \rith lier large hand. 

‘Mlow old Is this baby?” she asked. 

The iriotiier did not iiiiderstancL The viwandi^re per« 
sisted. 

‘M" asked you the age of the child.” 

All 1 ” said the motlier, “ eighteen months.” 

‘Mt is too old ” said the viYaiidiere. ought not to 
nurse any longer. You must w^ean it. We will give it 
some soup.” 

The mother began to grow calmer. The tw'o little ones 
whicli liad aAvakened were more curious than frlgiitenecL 
They admired the plumes. 

said the mother, ^Hhey are very hiingry.” 

And she added: have no more milk.” 

*^Tliey shall have something to eat,” cried the sergeant, 
«aiid you too. But that is not all. What are your 
political opinions'?” 

The wmiiaii looked at the sergeant, but gave no answer. 

^*l)id you hear riiy question?” 

She stammered: w'as placed in a convent when very 

young, but 1 am married, 1 nm not a nun. The sisters 
taiigiit me to speak French. The village was set on 'fire. 
We' escai;)ed in such haste that I did not have time to put 
on my shoes.” 

ask wiiat are your political opinions?” 
don’t know.” 

The sergeant continued,— 

“There" are spies, about, if caught, spies are' shot. 
You see. Speak. You are not a gypsy. What, is your 
country?” 
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She nislied headlong into the thicket. Ihey followed 
her* 

There was, indeed, some one there. 

In the densest part of the thicket, on the edge of one 
of those little round clearings made in the *\yoocis by the 
charcoal furnaces in burning roots of trees, In a sort:' of 
recess among the branches, a kind of leafy cliaiiif^er, half 
open like an alcove, a woman was sitting on the moss, 
with an infant at. the breast, and in her lap the blond 
heads of two sleeping children 

This was the ambuscade. 

, What are you doing here?^® cried the vivancii^re# 

The woman raised her head. 

The vivandi^re added fiercely,-— 

Are you mad to be here I 

And siie continued, — 

A little more and you would have been killed f ” 

And addressing the soldiers, she added, — 

It is a woman.*” 

«By Jove, we see it is indeed!’’ said a grenadier. 

The vivaiidi^re continued, — 

Come into the woods tc be massacred ! Did ever any* 
body imagine such stupidity as that?” 

The woman stupefied, frightened, petrified, saw all 
about her as in a dream ; these guns, these sabres, these 
bayonets, these fierce faces. 

The two children woke up and began to cry. 

<‘rm hungry,” said one. 

Fm afraid,” said the other. 

The little one went on nursing. 

The vivandiere spoke to it. 

You are quite right,” she said. 

The mother was dumb with fright. 

The sergeant cried out to her, — 

‘‘Don’t be afraid, we are the battalion of the 
RoitgeP 

The woman trembled from head to foot. Slie looked at 
the sergeant, whose rough face showed only his eyebrows, 
his moustache, and two coals which were Ids two eyes. 

« Formerly the battalion of the CVate-ifoMe* ” luMed 
the vivandiere. 

And the sergeant continued,— 

Who are you, madame ? ” 
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The woman looked at him, terrified. She was tMii, 
young, pale, and in rags; she wore the large hood of the 
Breton ^ peasant, and the %TOollen cloak fastened at the 
neck witlipi suing. She let her bare breast be seen with 
litter indifference. Her feet ivithoiit stockings or shoes 
were bleeding. 

She is poor ” said the sergeant. 

And the vivundiin'e in her soldierly and feminine voic^ 
tenderly withal, resumed,— * 

Wiiat is your name 

■ The woman staniiiiered almost indistinctly,— 
iiiciielle Flechard.” 

Meanwhile the vi¥and!^re caressed the little head of 
the nursing cliild \rltli her large hand. 

«TIow old Is this baby F’ she asked. 

The mother did not rinderstaiKL The YiTaiididre per- 
sisted. 

I asked yon the age of the chilcld^ 

Ah ! said the mother, eighteen mouths.’* 

«®It is too old,” said the Yivandiere. ‘Cit ought not to 
iinrse any longer. You must wean it. We will give it 
some soup.” 

Tlie mother began to grow calmer. The two little ones 
wliieli iiad awmkeiied were more curious than frightened. 
They admired the plumes. 

^■^Ah!” said the mother, ^Hhey are very Iiiingiy.” 

And she added : I have no more milk.” 

«They shall have something to eat,” cried the sergeant, 
«and yon too. But that is not ail. What are your 
political opinions'? ” 

The Wi-)inaii looked at the sergeant, but gave no answer, 

“Did you hoar my question?” 

She staininered: “ Ihvas placed in ,a convent when very 
young, but I a,iii married, i am not a nun. The sisters 
taught me to speak French. The village was set on fire. 
We’^escaped in such haste that I did not have time to put 
on my shoes.” 

ask what are your political opinions I” 

“ I don’t know ” 

The sergeant continued,: — 

“There"' are spies about,.: If caught, spies are shot. 
You see. Speak, You are . not a gypsy. What is your 
country?” , . 
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She stil looked at Mm, evidently without imdeistand- 

ing. 

The sergeant asked once more: *^What is your 
country?” 

do not know,” she said. 

What, yon don’t know your own country,” 

«^Ah! my country, yes, indeed,” 

Well, what is your country ? ” 

The woman answered: “It is the farm of Siscoigiiard, 
in the parish of Aze.” 

It was the sergeant’s turn to he amazed. He remained 
lost in thought for a moment, then replied,— 

“ What did you say ? ” 

“ Siscoignard.” 

But that is not a country.” 

“It is my country.” 

And, after a moment of reflection, the woman added,— 
“ I understand, sir. You are from France. I am from 
Brittany.” 

“Well?” 

“It is not the same country.” 

“ But it is the same fatherland ! ” exclaimed the ser- 
geant. 

The woman merely replied,— 

“ I am from Siscoignard ! ” 

“ Have it Siscoignard, then,” replied the sergeant, 
“Does your family belong there?” 

“Yes” 

“ What do they do? ” 

“ They are all dead. I have no relatives now.” 

The sergeant, who was clever with Ms tongue, continued 
to question her. 

“People have parents, you devil, or have had them! 
Who are you? Speak I” 

The woman heard in amazement this ou on m% u e% 
which sounded more like the cry of a wild-beast than 
human speech. 

The vivandi^re felt the need of coming to her aid. She 
renewed her caresses to the nursing child, and patted the 
cheeks of the other two. 

“What do you call the baby?” she asked: “I see it iS' 
a girl” ■ , , ■ 

The mother answered : “ Georgette ” 
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And tlie oltiest ? he is a iiian^ the scamp/^ 

Eene-Jeaii/' 

^^Aiid iiie vcmrigeroiie? He is a man, too^ aa4 a 
ehiibby'rjiai^il fellow J3i\-ides/^ 

Gro.v Alain*” *-aid^ihe niotlien 

tire preur ^little things/^ said the vivandi^W ; 

YOU In !?*• >HlO?'IiOUy,” 

Moaiiw'aile, iho c^n-guiuit persisted in talk iiifi;« 

^'■Tel! me. iiiadaiiio. Have yoa a home ' 

- I iKid one.” 

Whera was it ? 

- At. Aze.” 

Why are you aot in your house 
Bt'eaiH^e li is hiiriiedV’ 

Who burned it 

I don’t known Thtwe was abattiti.^ 

**' Where dhl you conic froia?^^ 

Froiii ilicrcA'^ 

'‘Where are you going 

[ doidt kriuwA^ 

Come to the point. Who are you 
I doir t know.” 

AA>u don't know wiio you are ? ” 

We are people who have ■ escaped/^ 

To wliat party do you belong ? 

I cion’t know.” 

Do you belong to the Blues f Do you belong to the 
Whites ? WliO!ii are you with ? ” 

I am with my chifclreii,” 

Here was a pause. The vivandiere said. — 

r'' I never had any children. I didnT have time, 

A The sergeant began again. — ■ 

'* But your parents. Come^ madame, tell ns about your 
parents. " M.y name is Badoub ; lam a sergeant, I belong 
in rue dii Glierehe-Midi ; my father and mother belonged 
there, too. lean tell you about my parents. Tell us 
about yours. Tell ns who your pax^ents were.” 

^^Thev were the Flechards.” 

Yes ; tlie Fhmhards are the Fleohards, a.s the Radoubs 
are tliu Eadoulis. Biit people have some oeeupatiou. 
"What was tlie occupation of your parents ? Wlnit did 
they do ? Wliat did the^^ make ? What did they fledge 
these Fledglmrds of yours . 
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■ «*=Tliey were farmers. My father was iiifirBi and mi- 
able to* work, because he had been cudgeiied by the 
seigneur, his seigneur,, our seigneur, wliicli was a Iviiicl- 
ness, for luy father had poached a rabbit, and. the penalty 
for this offence was death; but the seigneur had mercy 
and said ; ‘ Give him only a hundred blows,’ and my father 
was made a cripple.” 

Go Oil ” 

My grandfather was a Huguenot. The priest had 
Mm sent to the galleys. I was very young.” 

Go on.” 

^‘My husband’s father was a salt siiiu,ggler« The Mag 
had him hanged” 

And your husband, what does he do 

At the present time he is figiitingv” 

a For whom?” 

For the king.” 

“For whom else?” 

“ Why, for his seigneur ?” 

“ For whom else ? ” 

“Why, for the priest,” 

“The accursed names of- brutes!” exclaimed a grena*- 
dier. 

The woman shook with fear. 

“You see, madame/we are Parisians,” said the vivan« 
di^re kindly. 

The woman clasped her hands and cried : “ Oh, my 
Lord Jesus ! ” 

“]Yo superstitions,” resumed the sergeant. 

The vivandi^re sat down beside the woman and drew 
to her the oldest of the children, who made no resistance. 
Children feel confidence just as they feel afi'aid, without 
knowing why. They have a monitor within. 

“My poor good woman, you have some pretty bi-ats, at 
any rate, I can guess their ages. The largest is iour 
years old, his brother three. Indeed that nursing kid is 
a famous greedy-gut. You see, madame, you have noth- 
ing to fear. You shall join the battalion. You can do 
as I do, I call myself Houzarde; it is a nickname. But 
I prefer to be called Houzarde rather than Mamzelle 
Blcomeau, like my mother. I am the vivandiere or 
canteen- woman, as the one is called who serves out the 
drink when any one is shot or killed. The devil and hw 
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train ! Our feet are nearly the same' size, I will give you 
some of my shoes. I was in Paris the tenth of August, 
I gave Westermaiiii a drink. He was walking. I saw 
Louis XYI., Louis Capet they call him, guiliotiiied. He 
didii^t like it. Why, just listen. They say that the 
thirteenth of January he was having* ehestmits cooked, 
and laughing with his family! When they forced him 
to lie down on the bascule, as 'they call it, he had on 
neither coat nor shoe; he wore only his shirt, a quilted 
vest, gray cloth breeches, and gray silk stockings. I saw 
that myself. The carriage he "was brought in was painted 
green. You see, come with us, we havt* gcKid. boys in the 
l:)attaiioii ; you shall be vivaiidiece rnisofna* iwo; I will 
teach you the profession. OIC ir is siosgb*! You 
have your can and your little bell, ao ahtjui in tiie 
tiiinult, in the midst of the fii'ing;. of- \ h<\ iJaloous, among 
the eamioii shots, .in the xix>roar, slioutlng: ‘'Wihj wants 
a drink, ehiidren?’^ It is no iiiore difii-ull tiian that. I 
give everybody a drink. Yes, iinleod. The, Yvliites as 
well as the Blues; although I am a iJlae, and a good Blue 
too. But I give everybody a drink. The wounded are 
thirsty. People die without regard for opinions.’ Y^heii. 
people are dying you ought to press their hands. How 
silly it is to fight! Come with us. If I am killed you 
will be my successor. You see, that is the way I seem; 
but I am a good xvoinan and a brave man. Don’t have 
any fear.’’ 

When the vivandim’e had stopped speaking, the woman 
murmured: ^"^Our neighbor’s name was Marie- Jean,' and 
our servant’s Maria-Claude.” 

In the meantime the Sergeant Eadoub was reprimand- 
ing the grenadier, — ■ 

Hold your tongue. You have frightened the woman. 
You mustn’t swear before ladies,” 

. “ All, the same, as far as an honest man can understand 
it, it is genuine massaere,” replied the grenadier. ‘^Tlie 
idea of these Chinese peasants having their father-in-law 
crippled by the seigneur, their grandfather sent to tlie 
galleys by the priest, and their father hung by the king, 
and then insist on fighting. In the name of common 
sense ! And they thrust themselves into a revolt and let 
themselves be crushed for the seigneur the priest and 
the king!” 
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« Silence fa the ranks,” cried !-,he sergeant. 

“Well be silent, sergeant,” continued the grenadier, 
“but that won’t prevent its being a pity for a pretty 
woman like that to run the risk of having her neck 
broken for the handsome eyes of a priest.” 

“ Grenadier,” said the sergeant, “ we are not in the 
Club des Piques at Paris. None of your eloquence.” 

And he turned towards the woman. 

“And your husband, madame? What is he doing? 
What has he become?” 

“He hasn’t become anything, because he has been 
kiUed.” 

“Where?” 

“ In the hedge* 

“When?” 

“Three days aga" 

« Who killed him?” 

“I don’t know.” 

« What, you don’t know who killed your husband?” 

“No.” 

“ Was it a Blue? Was it a White?” 

“ It was a bullet.” 

“ And three days ago?” 

“ Yes,” 

“From which direction?” 

“From Ern6e. My husband fell. There! ” 

“ And since your husband is dead, what are you going 
to do?” 

“I am carrying away my children.” 

“ Where are you carrying them?” 

“Straight ahead.” 

“ Where do you sleep ? ” 

“ On the ground.” 

“ What do you get to eat?” 

“Nothing.” 

The sergeant made up the military face of touching his 
nose with his moustache. 

“Nothing.” 

“ That is to say wild plums, mulberries in the brambles, 
if there are any left from last year, myrtle seeds, fern 
shoots.” 

“ Yes, As much as to say nothing.” 


mMmfwm. If, 

T!i 8 oldest of tlie children, seeming to nnderstaBis 
said : I^m hungry 

The sergeant took a piece of soldier’s bread out of Ills 
pocket and handed it to the mother. The mother ^Urote 
the bread in two pieces, and gave them to the children® 
The little ones eagerly devoured it. 

*•^8116 hasn’t kej 6 t any for herself,” muttered the 
sergeant, 

« It is because slio isn’t hungry,” said a soldier. 

It’s because slie is their mother,” said the sergeant. 

The children interrupted them. 

I want a driiik,” said one. 

I want a drink,” repeated the other, 

« Is there no brook in these devilish woods ? ” said the 
sergeant. 

The vivandiere took the copper cup hanging from her 
belt beside her bell, turned the spigot of the keg which 
hung from her shoulder by a strap, let a few drops run 
tnto the cup, and held it to the children’s lips. 

The first drank and made up a face. 

The second one drank and spit it out. 

Why, it’s good,” said the vivandiere. 

^^Isit Coupe- Figure?” asked the sergeant. 

Yes, and of the best. But they are peasants,” 

And she wiped the cup. 

The sergeant continued,— 

And you are making your escape in this way ? ” 

I am obliged to.” 

Across the country in a bee line.” 

I ran with all my might, and then I walked, and then 
I fell down.” 

Poor creature ! ” said the vivandiere. 

People are fighting everywhere,” stammered the 
woman. surrounded on all sides with gmishoh 

I don’t know what it all means. They have killed my 
husband. I only understand that.” 

The sergeant thumped the ground with the butt of Ms 
musket, and exclaimed,— 

In the name of a jackass, what a beastly war this 
Is ! ” 

The woman continued: ^ Last night we slept in an 
vmousseJ^ 

All four of yott?” 
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« All four of 

« Slept?”' 

Slept ” 

« Tlien,” said the sergeant, «« you slept standing^- 

And lie turned to the soldiers. 

« Comrades, a great, old, hollow trunk of a tree, tlml^ i. 
Ilian would have to squeeze himself into as if ’twere i. 
knife-case, these shy creatures call that an emoime. Wtei 
do you think about it? They are not obliged to tee 
Parisians.” 

“ Slept ill the trunk of a hollow tree ! ” said the vivam 
di^re ; “ and with three children ! ” 

“ And when the little ones bawled,” the sergeant went 
on to say, “ it must have been funny enough for those 
who were passing and saw nothing at all, to hear a tree 
crying : ‘ Papa ! Mamma ! ” 

“ Fortunately, it is summer-time,” sighed the woman. 

She looked on the ground, resigned, with an expres- 
sion in her eyes of that astonishment which comes from 
sudden misfortune. 

The soldiers quietly formed a circle around the pitiful 
group. 

A widow, three orphans, flight, desertion, solitude, 
niutterings of war all around the horizon, hunger, thirst, 
no food but grass, no roof but the heavens. 

The sergeant approached the woman and looked at the 
nursing child. The little one left the breast, turned her 
head gently, looked with her beautiful blue eyes at the 
frightful hairy face, rough and tawny, which bent over 
her, and began to smile. 

The sergeant straightened himself up, and a great tear 
was seen to roil down his cheek and rest on the end of his 
moustache like a pearl. 

He raised his voice, — 

“ After all this, it is my opinion that the battalion 
ought to become a father. Is it agreed ? Let us adopt 
these three children.” 

“ Long live the Republic ! ” cried the grenadiers, 

“ Done,” said the sergeant. 

And he extended his hands above the heads of mother 
and children. 

“ Behold,” he said, “ the children of the battalion of 
JBonnetr Rouge!'* 
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The vivaiidi^re leaped for joy. 

Three heads in one bonnet ! she cried. 

Then she burst into sobs, embraced the poor widow effu-* 
Bively, and said to her, — 

The baby already looks like a general ! ’’ 

“ Long live the Republic ! ” repeated the soldiers. 

And the sergeant said to the mother^— 

“ Comej citoyenm^^ 
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BOOK SECOND. 

THE CORVETTE “ CLAYMORE/' 


CHAPTER I. 

BNTGLAKB AKD FRA1NCB* 

the spring of 1T98, at the time when France, attacked 
on all her frontiers at once, was touchingly diverted by 
the fall of the Girondists, this is w!i:ct took place in the 
Channel Islands. 

One evening, the first of Juno, in Jersey, in the little 
lonely bay of ^^-ume-nuit, about an h.; .r before sunset, 
during one of those fogs convenient for escape, because 
they are dangerous for navigation, a corvette was prepar* 
3 rig to set sail. The crew of this vessel was ITench, 
but it belonged to the English fleet stationed on the look- 
out at the eastern point of the island. The Prince of la 
Tour-d’ Auvergne, who belonged to the house of Bouillon, 
commanded the English Fleet, and it was by liis order's, 
and for an urgent and special service, that the corvette had 
been detached. 

Tills corvette, enrolled at Trinity House as the Clay- 
more,” was to all appearances a merchant ship, but in 
reality was a sloop of war. She had the clumsy, peace- 
ful aspect of a merchantman; this was a mere blind, 
however. She had been built for a double purpose, 
deception and strength : to deceive, if possible ; to fight, 
if necessary. For the service that she had to perform 
this night, her cargo between decks had been replaced 
by thirty carronades of heavy calibre. Either because a 
storm was in prospect, or. to give an innocent appear- 
ance to the vessel, these thirty carronades were shut in, 
that is secure! .y fastened within by triple chains, and the 
mouths pushed up against the closed port-holes ; there 
was nothing to be seen from the outside; the port-holes 


WmETT-^mEER 


21 


were concealed ; tne lids closed ; it was as if tlie coiwette 
wore a mask. These carronades had ■wheels with bronze 
spokes, an ancient model, called “ modUe raiur 

Corvettes usually have no cannons except on the upper 
deck ; this one, constructed for surx^rise and stratagem, 
had no guns on the upper deck and as we have just seen, 
had been built in such a way as to be able to carry a 
battery between decks. 

The “ Claymore ” was of a heavy, dumpy build, and 
yet she was a good sailor. Her hull was one of the most 
solid in all the English nav57', and in battle she was’ al- 
most equal to a frigate, although her mizzeri-mast was 
small, with merely a brigantine rig. Her rudder, of rare 
scientific shape, had a uniquely curved frame, which had 
cost fifty pounds sterling in the dockyards of South- 
ampton. 

The crew, all French, was composed of emigrant officers 
and deserted sailors. They were picked men, not one of 
them was not a good seaman, good soldier, and good roy- 
alist. They had a threefold fanaticism ; the ship, the 
sword, and the king. 

Half a battalion of marines, which could be disem- 
barked in case of necessity, %vas scattered among the 
crew. 

The captain of the corvette “ Claymore ” was a chevalier 
of Saint-Louis, the Count de Boisbertlielot, one of the 
best' officers of the old Hoyai Navy; the second officer 
was the chevalier de la Vieuville, who had commanded 
the company of the French guards, in which Hoche was 
the sergeant, and her pilot was Philip Gaequoil, the most 
intelligent sailor in Jersey. 

It was evident that this vessel had some extraordinary 
service before her. Indeed, a man had just gone on board, 
who had every appearance of starting on an adventure. 
He was a tall old man, straight and sturdy, with a stern 
face, whose age it would have been difficult to tell exactly, 
because he seemed at once old and young; one of those 
men, full of years and strength, with white locks on his 
brow and fire in his eye ; forty years in point of vigor, 
and eighty in point of authority. 

At the moment he set foot on the corvette, Ms sea- 
cloak flew open, and it could be seen that underneath this 
doak be was dressed Ja the. wide breeches called iro* 
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goubras, top boots, and a vest of goat-sldi\ showing the 
upper side of the leather embroidered with silk, and the 
under side with the hair in its rough, natural state, the 
complete costume of the Breton peasant. 

These old-fashioned Breton vests served a double pur- 
pose, being worn for festivals as well as work days, and 
were reversible, showing as was desirable either the hairy 
or the embroidered side ; goat-skin all the week, gala 
dress on Sunday. 

As if to add a studied and exact truthfulness to the 
peasant costume worn by the old man, it was threadbare 
at the elbows and knees, and appeared to have been in 
use a long time, and his cloak, made of coarse material, 
resembled that of a fisherman. This old man had on 
the round hat of the day, with high crown and broad 
brim, which when turned down gives it a rustic appear- 
ance, and when caught up wi'di a cord and cockade has 
a military air. He wore this hat after the peasant 
fashion with the rim flattened out, wdthout cord or 
cockade. 

Lord Balcarras, governor of the island, and the Prince 
of la Tour-d’ Auvergne, had accompanied him in person 
and installed him on hoard the vessel. Gelamhre, the 
secret agent of the princes, and formerly one of the body- 
guard of the Count d’ Artois, had himself seen to the 
arrangement of his cabin, extending his care and atten- 
tion, although himself an excellent gentleman, so far as to 
carry the old man s valise. On leaving him to go ashore 
again, M. de Gelambre had made a profound bow to thi’s 
peasant; Lord Balcarras had said to him : ‘VGood luck, 
general,” and the Prince of la Tour-d’ Auvergne had said: 
‘‘ A « rcwfcV, cousin.” 

The peasant ” was the name by which the crew began 
at once to designate their passenger, in the short con- 
versations seamen have together ; hut without knowing 
more about him, they understood that this peasant was 
no more a peasant than the man-of-war was a merchant 
■■ man.' " , ■ 

There was little wind. The Claymore left Bonne- 
unit, passed in front of Bonlay Bay, and was for some 
Mme in sight, running along the shore, then she became 
dim in the increasing d^kness, and was lost to view. 

An hour later, G41ambre, having returned home t® 
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Saiiii^-Helier, despatched by the Southampton express to 
the Count d’ Artois, at the Duke of York’s headquarters^ 
tho fc llowing four lines,— 

« Monseigneur, she has just sailed. Success certain* 
In a week the whole coast will be on fire from Granville 
to Sairit-Malo.” 

Four days before, Prieurj the representative of Marne, 
on a mission to the army on the coast of Cherbourg, and 
for the time being residing at Granville, had received 
a message in the same handwriting as the preceding 
despatch, reading thus, — 

“ CitizGii representative, June 1st, at flood-tide the 
sloop of war, Claymore,” with masked battery, will set 
sail, to carry to the coast of France a man whose description 
is as follows : tall, old, white hair, peasant’s dress, aristo- 
cratic hands. I will send you more details to-morrow. 
He will land on the second, in the morning. Send word 
to the cruisers, capture the corvette, have the man 
guillotined,” 


CHAPTER II. 

A OTGHT OK SHIPBOAED, AKD COKCEEKIKG THE PASSBKGER. 

The corvette, instead of going to the south and steering 
towards Saint-Catherine’s, bore to the north, then turned 
to the west and ran resolutely into the arm of the sea 
between Sark and Jersey, called the passage de la Beroute. 
There was at that time no lighthouse on any point along 
these two coasts. 

The sun had set, the night was dark, more so than 
usual in summer ; there was a moon, but heavy clouds 
more like autumn than summer covered the sky like a 
ceiling, and to judge from all appearances the moon 
would not be visible till she touched the horizon Just 
before setting. Clouds hung low over the sea, and cov- 
ered it with fog. 

All this darkness was favorable. 

The intention of the pilot, Gacquoil, was to leave Jersey 
on the left and Guernsey on the right, and by a bold, 
course between the Hands and the Douvres to make for 
a bay somewhere on the shore of Saint-Malo, not so short 
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a route as by the Minquiers, but safer, because the French 
craiserc had standing orders to keep especial watch 
between Saint-Helier and Granville. 

If the, wind were favorable, if nothing unexpected oc- 
curred, and by setting all sailSj.Gacquoil hoped to reach 
the French coast by daybreak. 

All was going well ; the corvette had just passed Gros- 
Nez; about nme o’clock it began to grow sulky, as the 
sailors say, and there was some wind and sea ; but the 
wind was favorable, and the sea strong without being vio- 
lent. However, occasionally a heavy sea swept over the 
bow of the vessel. 

The “peasant” when Lord Balcarras had called 
“ general,” and to whom the Prince of la Tour d’ Auvergne 
tiad said, “ Cousin ” had sea-legs had walked the deck 
with calm uriconcern. He did not seem to notice that the 
vessel was very much tossed about. Now and then h© 
drew out of his pocket a cake of chocolate, broke off a 
piece and ate it ^ although liis hair was white, he had all 
his teeth. 

Ho spoke to no one, except occasionally a few words 
in a low tone to the captain, who listened with deference, 
and seemed to consider this passenger more the com- 
mander *than himself. 

The “ Claymore,” skilfully piloted, sailed, unnoticed in the 
fog, by the long northern cliff of Jersey, hugging the shore 
on account of the dangerous reef Pierres-de-Leeq, in the 
middle of the straits between Jersey and Sark. Gacquoil, 
standing at the helm signalling la GiAve de Leeq, Gros- 
Kez, and Plimontin turn, guided the vessel through these 
chains of reefs, groping his way, as it were, but still with 
the certainty of a man who is at home and knows his way 
on the ocean. The corvette had no light forward, for fear 
of l)etraymg its passage in these guarded waters. They 
congratulated themselves on having the fog. They 
reached the Grande-Etape ; the fog was so thick that tlie 
outline of the tall pinnacle could hardly be discerned. 
Ten o’clock sounded from the tower of Saint-Ouen, a sign 
that the wind was still abaft. All continued to go well; 
the sea grew more tempestuous as they drew near tc la 
Corbi^re. * ' 

A little after ten, tlae Count de Boisberthelot, and the 
C^hevalier de la Vieuville accompanied the map m peasant’s 
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i;^rb to bis cabin, which was the captain’s stateroom. 
Just as he was about to enter it, lowering his voice, he 
said to them,— 

You know, gentlemen, the important secret. Be si- 
lent till the moment the explosion occurs. You two are 
the only ones here who know my name.” 

“ We will carry it to the grave,” replied Boisbertheloi 
“ As for me,” replied the old man, if I were to die, I 
would not utter it.” 

And he entered his cabin. 


CHAPTER III. 

NOBLE AND PLEBEIAN IN ALLIANCE. 

The commander and the second officer went up on deck 
again and began to talk together, walking side by side. 
They were evidently speaking about their passenger, and 
this is very nearly the conversation that the wind scattered 
in the darkness. 

Boisberthelot muttered low in la Vieuville’s ear, — 

We shall see if he is a leader.” 

La Vieuville replied : “ At any rate, he is a prince ” 
Almost.” 

“ A nobleman in France, but a prince in Brittany.” 
Like the la Tremoilles, and like the Rohans.” 

‘‘ To whom he is related.” 

Boisberthelot continued : In France and in the king’s 
coaches, he is a marquis, as I am a count and as you are 
a chevalier.” 

“ The coaches are far off ! ” exclaimed la Vieuville. 
«« We are more likely to ride in a tumbril.” 

A silence ensued. 

Boisberthelot went on, — 

“ For want of a French prince, they take a Breton 
prince.” 

« For want of a thrush— no, for want of an eagle— they 
take a crow.” 

“ I s^hould prefer a vulture*” said Boisberthelot. 
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And la Vieuville replied: Of course! a beak and 
talons.” 

We shall see.” 

“ Yes ” replied la Vienville, « it is time there was a 
leader. I am of Tiiiteniac’s opinion : ^ A leader and pow» 
der ! ’ Wait, commander, I know nearly ail the leaders, 
possible and impossible ; those of to-day, of yesterday, 
and to-morrow ; but not one is the figure-head needed. 
In this devilish la Vendee, a general is needed who is at 
the same time an attorney ; he must annoy the enemy; 
dispute the mills, the thickets, the ditches, the pebbles 
with them, have serious quarrels with them, take advan- 
tage of everything, be constantly on the watch, make ex- 
amples of them ; he must neither sleep nor show pity. At 
the present time, there are heroes in this army of peasants, 
but there are no captains. D’Elbee is nobody ; Lescure is 
ill, Boiichamps is tender-hearted, he is good, he is stupid ; 
La Roche jacquelin is a splendid sub-lieutenant; Silz is 
an officer for the open field, unequal to a war of expedi- 
ents ; Cathelineau is an innocent wagoner ; Stoffler is a 
tricky gamekeeper; Berard is silly; Boulainvilliers is 
absurd ; Charette is horrible ; and 1 will say nothing at 
all of Gaston the barber. For, by thunder! what is tlie 
good of a revolution, and wdiat difference is there between 
the republicans and ourselves, if we are to let noblemen 
be commanded by wig-makers ? ” 

“ This beastly revolution lias taken hold of us, as well.” 

An itch that France has caught !’” 

« Itch of the Third Estate,” replied Boisberthelot. 
“ England alone can save us from it.” 

“ She will do it without doubt, captain.” 

At any rate, it is hideous.” 

Certainly, louts everywhere! The monarchy which 
has Stofflet for general-in-chief, M. de Maulevrier’s game^ 
keeper, has nothing to envy the republic, with Pache, son 
of the Duke de Castries’s porter, for minister. What 
counterparts in this war of la Vendee ! On one side San* 
terre, the brewer ; on the other, Gaston, the hairdresser ! ” 

“ My dear la Vieuyille, I make an exception of this 
Gaston. He hasn’t acted: badly in Ills commaTid at Gue- 
meriee. He shot three hundred Blues very prettily, after 
making them dig their own graves.” 

“ Very good ; but I could ha?e done Just as well myself; 
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« Indeed, without doubt. And so could ■ 

‘=‘The great deeds of war,” continued la VieiiTille, 
quire nobility in those who accomplish tiiem. These are 
matters for chevaliers, not for wig-inal:crs.” 

“ Still in this Third Estate,” replied Boisberthelot, 
« there are estimable men. Take, for example, tlie clock* 
maker Joly. He rvas a sergea,nt in the Flanders regi- 
ment; he becomes a Vendean chief ; he commands a com- 
pany on the coast; he has a son, who is a republican, and 
while the father serves with the Whites, the son serves 
with the Blues. They meet. Battle. The father takes 
his son prisoner, and blows his brains out.” 

That is good,” said la Yieuvillc. 

A roy alist Brutus,” replied Boisberthelot. 

That doesn’t prevent it from being intolerable to be 
commanded by a Coquereaii, a Jean-Jean, a Moulins, a 
Focart, a Bouju, a Ohoiippes! ” 

‘‘My dear chevalier, the indignation is the same on both 
sides. We are full of bour(/eois; they are full of nobles. 
13o you suppose that the scms-culottes are content to be 
commanded by the Count de Canclaux, the Yiscount de 
Miraud, the Yiscount de Beauharnais, the Count de Ya- 
lence, the Marquis de Custine, and the Duke de Biroii l ” 

“ What slop ! ” 

“ And the Duke de Chartres ! ” 

“ Son of Egalite. Ah, when will he be king, that fel- 
low? hTever!” 

“ He is on his way to the throne. His crimes assist 
him.” , 

“ And his vices hinder him,” said Boisberthelot. 

Again there was a silence, and Boisberthelot went on to 
say, — 

“ He wished, however, for a reconciliation. He came to 
see the king. I was there at Yersailies, when they spat 
on his back.” 

“From the grand staircase?” 

“ Yes.” 

“ They did well.” 

“ We called him, Bourbon le Bourbeaux.” 

“ He is bald, he has pimples, he is a regicide. Bah ! 

And la Yieuville added : “ I was with him at Ouessant.’’ 

“ On the ‘ Saint-Esprit ’ ? ” 

“Yes” 
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««If be bad obeyed the signal that Admiral d^Orvilliers 
gave him to keep to the windward, be would ha¥e Mn- 
derecl the English from passing.” 

Certainly,” 

Is it true that he hid himself in the hold ? ” 

“IsTo, but we must say so, all the same.” 

And la Vieuvilie burst out laughing. 

Boisberthelot continued : There are some fools jeL 
Take this Boulainvilliers, of whom you were speaking, la 
Vieuvilie ; I knew him, I have seen him near to. At first 
the peasants were armed with pikes ; if he didn’t get it 
into his head to make pikemen of them! He wanted to 
teach them the exercise de la piqiie-en-hiais et de la pique- 
Vnikmntede-fer^le^^^ / He dreamed of transforming 
these savages into soldiers of the line. He pretended to 
teach them how to mass battalions, and to form battalions 
into hollow squares. He jabbered to them in the old 
military language ; for chief of a squad, he said ^ cap d'es- 
cade^ a term applied to corporals under Louis XVI. Pie 
was determined to form a regiment with all these 
poachers; he had regular companies, the sergeants of 
which formed a circle every evening, receiving the counter- 
sign from the colonel’s sergeant; he repeated it to the 
sergeant of the lieutenants, and he repeated it to his 
neighbor, who passed it to the one nearest, and so on from 
ear to ear, till the last. He cashiered an officer for not 
rising with head uncovered to receive the word of com- 
mand from the mouth of the sergeant. You can judge 
liow that succeeded. This booby couldn’t understand that 
peasants like to be led in peasant-fashion, and that you 
can’t make drilled soldiers out of backwoodsmen. Yes, 
I know that Boulainvilliers.” 

They walked on a few steps, each busied with his own 
thoughts. 

Then the conversation continued, — 

‘‘ By the way, is it true that Dampierre has been 
killed?” 

“ Yes, commander.” 

“Before Cond4?” 

“In the camp of Pamaro; by a cannon-ball.” 

Boisberthelot sighed. 

“The Count de Bampierres. Another one of us, who 
was on their side I” ■ , . 
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' A pleasant journey to Mm I said la Vieii¥illa 

And the ladies, where are they ?” 

At Trieste.” 

« Still?” 

Still.” 

«Aiid la Vieuville exclaimed: ‘^Oh, this republic I 
v7hat havoc to so little purpose! To think that this 
revolution has come about from the deficit of a few 
millions ! ” 

“ Look out for insignificant beginnings.” 

Everything is going wrong,” replied la Vieuville. 

Yes, la Rouarie is dead ; du Dresnay, an idiot. What 
melancholy leaders all these bishops are: this Coucy, 
bishop of la Rochelle ; this Beaupoil Saint- Aulai re, bishop 
of Poitiers ; this Mercy, bishop of Lu 9 on, Mme. de I’Eschas- 
serie’s lover ” 

‘‘Her name is Servanteau, you know, commander : I’Es- 
chasserie is the name of her estate.” 

And that false bishop of Agra, who is the curate of 
I don’t know what ! ” 

“Of Dol. His name is Guillot de Folleville. He is 
brave, however, and he fights.” 

“ Priests when we want soldiers ! Bishops, who are nc 
bishops! Generals who are no generals!” 

La Vieuville interrupted Boisberthelot. 

“Commander, have you the Monitmr in your cabin?” 

“Yes.” ■ ^ 

“ What are they playing in Paris, now ? ” 

“ ‘ Ad61e,’ ‘ Paulin ’ and the ‘ Cavern.’ ” 

“ I should like to see that.” 

“You will see it. We shall be in Paris in a month ” 

Boisberthelot thought a moment and added,— 

“ At the latest. Mr. Windham has told Lord Hood so.” 

“Then, commander, everything is not going so badly ? ” 

“ Gracious I All would go well, if only the war in Brit- 
tany were well conducted.” 

La Vieuville shook his head. 

“ Commander,” he asked, “ shall we land the marines ? ” 

“Yes, if the coast is for us; no, if it be hostile. 
Sometimes war has to break open the doors, sometimes 
she slips through. Civil war should always have a false 
key in her pocket. Everything possible will be done 
The most important thing is the chief ” 
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And Boisb0rtlielot added thouglitfully,— 

La Vieiiville, what' would you think of the Chevalief 
de Dieiizie?” 

« The young man ? 

Yes.” 

« For a commander ? ’’ 

^‘Yes” 

«That he, again, is an officer for the open field, and for 
pitched battles. The thicket only knows the peasant” 
Then resign yourself to General Stofflet and to Gen- 
eral Cathelineau ” 

La Vieuville considered a moment and said,— 

‘‘We need a prince— a prince of France— a prince of the 
blood — a real prince.” 

« Why ? He who names a prince— ^ 

“Names a coward. I know it, commander. But it is 
for the effect on the great, stupid eyes of the iouts.” 

“ My dear chevalier, princes would not come,” 

“We can dispense with them.” 

Boisberthelot made that mechanical movement of rub- 
bing the forehead with the hand, as if expecting to bring 
out an idea. 

He continued; “At last, let us consider the present 
general,” 

“ He is a great nobleman ” 

“ Do you believe that he will answer?” 

“If he is strong! ” said la Vieuville. 

“ That is to say, cruel,” said Boisberthelot, 

The count and the chevalier looked at each other, 
“Monsieur du Boisberthelot, you have spoken the word. 
Cruel Yes that is what we need. This is a merciless 
war. It is the time for bloodthirsty men. Regicides have 
cut off Louis XVI.’s head ; we will tear the four limbs 
from the regicides, ^ Yes, the general necessary is General 
Inexorable. ^ In Anjou and upper Poitou the chiefs play 
the magnanimous ; they flounder in generosity, nothing 
succeeds. In the Marais and in the Retz country, the 
chiefs are terrible, everything moves on. It is because 
Charette is cruel that he holds out against Parrein. Hyena 
against hyena.” 

Boisberthelot had no time to reply to la Vieuville. La 
Vieuville was suddenly cut short by a cry of despair, and 
£t the same time a noise was. heard wholly unlike any other 
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sound. TMs cry and these sounds came from within, the 
vessel. 

The captain and lieutenant rushed towards the gun- 
deck, hut could not get down. All the gunners \vere 
pouring up in , dismay* Something terrible had Just 
happened* 


CHAPTER IV. 


TOESfEKTUM BELLI. 


OifE of the carronades of the battery, a twenty-four 
pounder, had broken loose. 

This is the most dangerous accident that can possibly 
take place on shipboard. Nothing more terrible can hap- 
pen to a sloop of war in open sea and under full sail. 

A cannon that breaks its moorings suddenly becomes 
some strange, supernatural beast. It is a machine trans- 
formed into a monster. That short mass on wheels moves 
like a billiard-ball, rolls with the rolling of the ship, plunges 
with the pitching, goes, comes, stops, seems to meditate, 
starts on its course again, shoots like an arrow, from one 
end of the vessel to the other, whirls around, slips away, 
dodges, rears, bangs, crashes, kills, exterminates. It is a 
battering ram capriciously assaulting a wall. Add to this, 
the fact that the ram is of metal, the wall of wood. 

It is matter set free ; one might say, this eternal slave 
was avenging itself ; it seems as if the total depravity 
concealed in what we call inanimate things had escaped, 
and hurst forth all of a sudden ; it appears to lose pa- 
tience, and to take a strange mysterious revenge ; nothing 
more relentless than this wrath of the inanimate. This 
enraged lump leaps like a panther, it has the clumsiness 
of an elephant, the nimbleness of a mouse, the obstinacy 
of an axe, the uncertainty of the billows, the zigzagof the 
lightning, the deafness of the grave. It weighs ten thou^ 
sand pounds, and it rebounds like a child’s ball* It spins 
and then abruptly darts otf at right angles. 

And what is to be done ? How put an end to it? A 
tempest ceases, a cyclone passes over, a wind dies down^ 
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a broken mast can be replaced, a leak can be stopped, a 
fire extinguished, but what will become of this enormous 
brute of bronze ? How can it be captured ? You can 
reason with a bull-dog, astonish a bull, fascinate a boa, 
frightened a tiger, tame a lion ; but you have no resource 
against this monster, a loose cannon. You cannot kill it, 
it is dead ; and at the same time it lives. It lives with a 
sinister life which comes to it from the infinite. The deck 
beneath it gives it full swung* It is moved by the ship, 
which is moved by the sea, which is moved by the wind. 
This destroyer is a toy. The ship, the waves, the winds, 
all play with it, hence its frightful animation. What is 
to be done with this apparatus? How fetter this stu- 
pendous engine of destruction? How anticipate its com- 
ings and goings, its returns, its stops, its shocks ? Any 
one of its blows on the side of the ship may stave it in. 
How foretell its frightful meanderings? I-t is dealing 
with a projectile, which alters its mind, which seems to 
have ideas, and changes its direction every instant. How 
check the course of what must be avoided ? The horrible 
cannon struggles, advances, backs, strikes right, strikes 
left, retreats, passes by, disconcerts expectation, grinds up 
obstacles, crushes men like flies. All the terror of the 
situation is in the fluctuations of the flooring. How fight 
an inclined plane subject to caprices ? The ship has, so 
to speak, in its belly, an imprisoned thunderstorm, striv- 
ing to escape; something like a thunderbolt rumbling 
above an earthquake. 

In an instant the whole crew was on foot. It was the 
fault of the gun captain, who had neglected to fasten the 
screw-nut of the mooring-chain, and had insecurely clogged 
the four wheels of the gun carriage ; this gave play to the 
sole and the framework, separated the two platforms, and 
finally the breeching. The tackle had given way, so that 
the cannon was no longer firm on its carriage. The station- 
ary breeching, which prevents recoil, was not in use at this 
time. A heavy sea struck the port, the carronade inse- 
curely fastened, had recoiled and broken its chain, and 
began its terrible course over the deck. 

To form an idea of this strange sliding, let one image a 
drop of water running over glass. 

At the moment when the fastenings gave way, the 
gunners were in the battery. Some in groups, others 
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scattered about, bnsied with the customary work among 
sailors getting ready for a signal for action. The car» 
Tonade, hiiiied forward by the pitching of the vessel, made 
a gap in this crowd of men and crushed four at the first 
blow ; then sliding back and shot out again as the ship 
rolled, it cut in two a fifth unfortunate, and knocked a 
piece of the battery against the larboard side with such 
force as to unship it. This caused the cry of distress just 
heard. All the men rushed to the companion-way. The 
gun deck was vacated in a twinkling. 

The enormous gun was left alone. It was given up to 
itself. It was its own master, and master of the ship. It 
could do what it pleased. This whole crew, accustomed 
to laugh in time of battle, now trembled. To describe the 
terror is impossible. 

Captain Boisherthelot and Lieutenant la Vieuvilie, 
although both dauntless men, stopped at the head of the 
companion-way and dumb, pale, and hesitating, looked 
down on the deck below. Some one elbowed past and 
went down. 

It was their passenger, the peasant, the man of whom 
they had just been speaking a moment before. 

Reaching the foot of the companion-way, he stopped. 


CHAPTER V. 

VIS ET TIB. 

The cannon was rushing hack and forth on the deck. 
One might have supposed it to be the living chariot of the 
Apocalypse. The marine lantern swinging overhead 
added a dizzy shifting of light and shade to the picture. 
The form of the cannon disappeared in the violence of its 
course, and it looked now black in the light, now myste- 
riously white in the darkness. 

It went on in its destructive work. It had already shat- 
tered four other guns and made two gaps in the side of 
the ship, fortunately above the water-line, but where the 
water would, come in, in case of heavy weather. It rushed 
82 
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frantically against the framework; tlie strong timbers 
witAistood the shock ; the curved shape of the wood gave 
them great power of resistance ; but they creaked beiieatii 
llie blows of this huge club, beating on all sides at once, 
with a strange sort of ubiquity^ The percussions of a 
grain of shot shaken in a bottle are not swifter or more 
senseless. The four wheels passed back and forth over the 
dead men, cutting them, carving them, slashing them, till 
the live corpses were a score of stumps rolling across the 
deck; the heads of the dead men seemed to cry out; 
streams of blood curled over the deck with the rolling oi 
the vessel; the planks, damaged in several places, began 
to gape open. The whole ship was filled writli the horrid 
nofse and confusion. 

The captain promptly recovered his presence of mind 
find ordered everything that could check and impede the 
emiiioids mad course to be thrown through the hatchway 
down on the gun deck — mattresses, hammocks, spare 
sails, rolls of cordage, bags belonging to the crew, and 
bidiis of counterfeit assignats, of wliicii the corvette carried 
16 h{,,i\ge {jLiantity-— a characteristic piece of English villany 
regarded as legitimate warfare. 

hut wlijit could these rags do? As nobody dared to go 
frobAv to dispose of them properly, they were reduced to 
Ihit in a few minutes. 

Tiici-c vvas just sea enough to make the accident as bad 
as possible, tempest would have been desirable, for it 
might have upset the cannon, and wdtli its four wheels 
oiwe in the air there would be some hope of getting it 
taider cositroL Meanwhile, the havoc increased. 

There were splits and fractures in the masts, which are 
set Into the framework of the keel and rise above the decks 
of shi[)s like great, round pillars. The convulsive blows 
of the camion had cracked the mizzen-mast, and had cut 
into the main-mast. 

The battery was being ruined. Ten pieces out of thirty 
were disabled; the breaches in the side of the vessel were 
increasing, and the corvette was beginning to leak. 

The old passenger, having gone down to the gun deck, 
stood like a man of stone at the foot of the steps. He 
cast a stern glance over this scene of devastation. He did 
not move. It seemed impossible to take a step forward. 
Every movement of the loose earronade threatened th® 
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destriiction. A few snoments more and sliipwteck 
would be inevitable. 

They must perish, or put a speedy end to the disaster ; 
some course must be decided on ; but what ? What an 
oppoiieiit was this carronade 1 Something must be done 
to stop this Terrible madiiess' — to capture this lightning— 
lo overthrow this thunderbolt. 

Boisbert.heiot said to La Yieuville,— 

“Do you believe in God, chevalier?^’ 

La Yieiiville replied: “ Yes— no. Sometimes/" 

“ During a tempest.” 

" Yes, and in moments like this.” 

“ God alone can save us from this ” said Boisberthelot. 

Everybody was silent, letting the carronade continue its 
horrible din. 

Outside, the waves beating -against the ship responded 
with their blows to the shocks of the cannon. It was like 
two hammers alternating. 

Suddenly, in the midst of this inaccessible ring, where 
the escaped cannon w^as leaping, a man was seen to appear, 
with an iron bar in his hand. He was the author of the 
castastrophe, the captain of the gun, guilty of criminal 
carelessness, and the cause of the accident, the master of 
til- carronade. Having done the mischief, he was anxious 
to repair it. He had seised the iron bar in one hand, a 
tiller-rope with a slip-noose in the other, and jumped down 
the hatchway to the gun deck. 

Then began an awful sight; a Titanic scene ; the con- 
test between,,, gun and gunner; the battle of matter and 
intellsgence, the duel between man and the inanimate. 

The. man stationed himself in a corner, and with bar 
and rope in his two hands, he leaned against one of the 
riders, braced himself on Ms legs, wMch seemed two steel 
posts, and livid, calm, tragic, as if rooted to the deck, he> 
waited. 

He waited for the cannon to pass by him. 

The gunner knew his gun, and it seemed to him as if 
the gun ought to know Mm. He had lived long with it. 
How many times he had thrust Ms hand into its mouth! 
It was Ms own familiar monster. He began to speak to 
it as if it were Ms dog. 

“ Comet ” ne said. , Perhaps lie loved it. . 

trie seamed to wish it to come to him. 
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Bat to come to Mm was to come upon Mm. And then 
be would.be lost. How could be avoid being crushed? 
That was the question. All looked on in terror. 

Not a breast breathed freely, unless perhaps that of the 
©Id man, who was alone in the battery with the two con-» 
testants, a stern witness. 

He might be crushed himself by the cannon. He did 
not stir. 

Beneath them the sea blindly directed the contest. 

At the moment when the gunner, accepting this fright- 
ful hand-to-hand conflict, challenged the cannon, sotne 
chance rocking of the sea caused the carronade to remain 
for an instant motionless and as if stupefied. Come^ 
now ! ” said the man. It seemed to listen. 

Suddenly it leaped towards him. The man dodged the 
blow. 

The battle began. Battle unprecedented. Frailty 
struggling against the invulnerable. The gladiator of 
flesh attacking the beast of brass. On one side, brute, 
force ; on the other, a human soul. 

All this was taking place in semi-darkness. It was 
like the shadowy vision of a miracle. 

A soul — strange to say, one w^ould have thought the 
cannon also had a soul; but a soul full of hatred and 
rage. This sightless thing seemed to have eyes. Tilt 
monster appeared to lie in wait for the man. One would 
have at least believed that there was craft in this mass. 
It also chose its time. It was a strange, gigantic insect 
of metal, having or seeming to have the will of a demon. 
For a moment this colossal locust would beat against the 
low ceiling overhead, then it would come dowm on its 
four wheels like a tiger on its four paws, and begin to 
run at the man. He, supple, nimble, expert, writhed 
aw’ay like an adder from all these lightning movements. 
He avoided a collision, but the blows which he parried 
fell against the vessel, and continued their work of de« 
struction. 

An end of ^ broken chain was left hanging to the car > 
ronade. This chain had in some strange way becomo 
twisted about the screw of the cascabel. One end of the 
chain fastened to the gun-carriage. The other, left 
loose, whirled desperately about the cannon, snaking all 
its blows more dangerous* 
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The screw held it in a firm grip, adding a thong to 
a battering-ram, inaking a terrible whirlwind around the 
cannon, an iron lash in a brazon hand. This chain com- 
plicated the contest. 

However, the man went on fighting. Occasionally, it 
was the man who attacked the cannon ; he would creep 
along the side of the vessel, bar and rope in hand ; and 
the cannon, as if it understood, and as though suspecting 
some snare, would flee away. The man, bent on victory, 
pursued it. 

Such things cannot long continue. The cannon seemed 
to say to itself, all of a sudden, “ Come, now I Make an 
end of it I ” and it stopped. One felt that the crisis was 
at hand. The cannon, as if in suspense, seemed to have, 
or really had — for to all it was a living being — a ferocious 
malice prepense. It made a sudden, quick dash at the 
gunner. The gunner sprang out of the way, let it pass 
by, and cried out to it with a laugh, “Try it again!” 
The cannon, as if enraged, smashed a carronade on the 
port side ; then, again seized by the invisible sling which, 
controlled it, it was hurled to the starboard side at the 
man, who made his escape. Three carronades gave way 
under the blows of the camion ; then, as if blind and not 
knowing what more to do, it turned its back on the man, 
rolled from stern tc bow, injured the stern and made a 
breach in the planking of the prow. The man took refuge 
at the foot of the steps, not far from the old man who 
was looking on. The gunner held his iron bar in rest. 
The cannon seemed to notice it, and without taking the 
trouble to turn around, slid back on the man, swift as the 
blow of an axe. The man, driven against the side of the 
ship, was lost. The whole crew cried out with horror. 

But the old passenger, till this moment motionless, 
darted forth more quickly than any of this wildly swift 
rapidity. He seized a package of counterfeit assignats, 
and, at the risk of being crushed, succeeded in throwing it 
between the wheels of the carronade. This decisive and 
perilous movement could not have been made with more 
exactness and precision by a man trained in all the ex- 
ercises described in DuroseFs “Manual of Gun Practice 
at.Sea.”'.' 

The package had the eftect of a clog. A pebble may stop 
a log, the branch of a tree turn aside an avalanche. The 
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caiTonade stum'bled. The gunner, taking advantage of 
this critical opportunity, plunged his iron bar between 
the spokes of one of the hind wheels. The camion 
stopped. It leaned forward. The man using the bar as a 
lerer, held it in equilibrium. The heavy mass was over- 
thrown, with the crash of a falling bell, and the man, 
rushing with all his might, di'ipping with perspiration, 
passed" the slii>noose around the bronze neck of the sub= 
dued monster. 

It was ended. The man had conquered. The ant had 
control over the mastodon; the pigmy had taken the 
thunderbolt prisoner. 

The mariners and sailors clapped their hands. 

The whole crew rushed forward with cables and chains, 
and in an instant the euimon was secured. 

The gunner sainted the passenger. 

“ Sir,” he said, “ you have saved my life.” 

The old man had resumed his impassive attitude, and 
made no reply. 


CHAPTER VI. 

THE TWO SCALES OP THE BALAEOB. 

The man had conquered, but the cannon might be said 
to have conquered as well. Immediate shipwreck had 
been avoided, but the corvette was not saved. The 
damage to the vessel seemed beyond repair. There were 
five breaches in her sides, one, very large, in the bow ; 
twenty of the thirty earronades lay useless in their frames. 
The one which had just been captured and chained again 
was disabled ; the screw of the cascabcl was sprung, and 
consequently levelling tlie gun made impossible, . ’he 
battery was reduced to nine pieces. The ship wms leak- 
ing. It was necessary to repair the damages at once, and 
to work the pumps. 

The gun deck, now that one could look over it, was 
frightful to behold. The inside of an infuriated elephant’s 
cage would not be more completely demolished. 

However great might be th necessity of escaping 
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observation, the necessity of immediate' safety was still 
more imperative to the corvette. They had been obliged 
to light up the deck with lanterns hung here and there on 
the sides. 

However, all the while this tragic play was going on, 
the crew were absorbed by a question of life and death, 
and they were wholly ignorant of what was taking place 
outside the vessel. The fog had grown thicker ; the 
weather had changed ; the wind had worked its pleasure 
with the ship ; they were eut of their course, with Jersey 
and Guernsey close at hand, farther to the south than 
they ought to have been, and in the midst of a heavy sea. 
Great billows kissed the gaping wounds of the vessel — 
kisses full of danger. The rocking of the sea threatened 
destruction. The breeze had become a gale. A squall, 
a tempest, perhaps, was brewing. It was impossible 
to see four waves ahead. 

While the crew were hastily repairing the damages to 
the gun-deck, stopping the leaks, and putting in place the 
guns which had been uninjured in the disaster, the old 
passenger had gone on deck again. 

He stood with his back against the main-mast. 

He had not noticed a proceeding which had taken place 
on the vessel. The Clievalier de la Vieuville had drawn up 
the marines in line on both sides of the main-mast, and 
at the sound of the boatswain’s whistle the sailors formed 
in line, standing on the yards. 

The Count de Boisherthelot approached the passenger. 

Behind the captain walked a man, haggard, out of 
breath, his dress disordered, but still with a look of satis- 
faction, oil his face. 

It was the gunner who had just shown himself so skil- 
ful in subduing monsters, and who had gained the mastery 
over the cannon. 

The count gave the military salute to the old man in 
peasant’s dress, and said to him, — 

General, there is the man.” 

The gunner remained standing, with downcast eyes, in 
military attitude. 

The Count de Boisherthelot continued, — 

■ ■ “ General, in consideration of .what this man has, done, ” 
do you not think there is something due Mm froni Ms ■ 
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«I think so,” said the old man. 

“ Please give your orders,” replied Boisberthelot;. 

« It is for you to give them, you are the captain.” 

« But you are the general,” replied Boisberthelot« 

The old man looked at the gunner. 

Come forward,” he said. 

The gunner approached. 

The old man turned towards the Count de Boisbertiie 
lot, took 0 ^ the cross of Saint-Louis from the captain’s 
ooat and fastened it on the gunner’s jacket. 

“ Hurrah ! ” cried the sailors. 

The mariners presented arms. 

And the old passenger pointing to the dazzled gunners 
added, — 

“How, have this man shot.” 

Dismay succeeded the cheering. 

Then in the midst of the death-like stillness, the old 
man raised his voice and said, — 

“ Carelessness has compromised this vessel. At this 
very hour, it is perhaps lost. To be at sea is to be in front 
of the enemy. A ship making a voyage is an arniy 
waging war. The tempest is concealed, but it is at hand, 
'riie whole sea is an ambuscade. Death is the penalty of 
any misdemeanor committed in the face of the enemy. 
No fault is reparable. Courage should be rewarded, and 
negligence punished.” 

These words fell one after another, slowly, solemnly, in 
a sort of inexorable metre, like the blows of an axe upon 
an oak. 

And the man, looking at the soldiers, added,— 

“ Let it be done.” 

The man on whose jacket hung the shining cross of 
Saint-Louis, bowed his head. 

At a signal from Count de Boisberthelot, two sailors went 
below and came back bringing the hammock-shroud; 
the chaplain, who since they sailed had been at prayer in 
the olEcers’ quarters, accompanied the two sailors ; a 
sergeant detached twelve marines from the line and 
arranged them in two files, six by six ; the gunner, with- 
out uttering a word, placed himself between the two hies. 
The chaplain, crucifix in hand, advanced and stood beside 
lam. “ March,” said the sergeant.— The platoon marched 
with slow steps to th^ bow of the vessel* The two sailors. 
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earrying the shroud, followed. A gloomy silence fell 
over the vessel. A hurricane howled in the "distance. 

A feAv moments later, a light flashed, a report sounded 
through the darkhess, then all was still, and the sound of 
a body falling into the sea was heard. 

The old passenger, still leaning against the mainmast, 
had crossed his arms, and was buried in thought. 

Boisberthelot pointed to him with the forefinger of Ms 
left hand, and said to la Vieuville in a low voice,- 
Vend6e has a head.” 


CHAPTER VII. 

A VOYAGE IS A LOTTEEY. 

But what was to become of the corvette? 

The clouds wdiich all night long had mingled with the 
waves, at last shut down over the water till the horizon 
had entirely disappeared, and the sea was, as it were, 
wrapped in a mantle. hTothing but fog. Always a 
perilous situation, even for a ship in seaworthy condi- 
tion. 

In addition to the fog there was a heavy swell. 

The time had been profitably emplojmd ; the corvette 
had been lightened by throwing overboard everything that 
could be cleared away of the wreck made by thecarronade 
— the disabled guns, the broken gun carriages, timbers 
twisted off or unnailed, pieces of broken wood and iron ; 
the port-holes had been opened, and the corpses and 
human remains wrapped in tarpaulins, slid on planks into 
the sea. 

The sea was beginning to be too rough for safety. "Not 
that a tempest was exactly impending ; on the contrary, 
the hurricane bowling behind the horizon seemed to be 
decreasing in force, and the squall moving to the north; 
but the waves were still very high, indicating shallow 
water, and crippled as the vessel was, she had little 
power of resistance to the shocks of the great wavas^ and 
they might be death to her. 
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Gacqnoil was at the helm^ thoughtful. 

Sea captains are wont to put the best face on the matter^ 
in misfortune. 

La Vieiivilie who was naturally gay in times of dis- 
aster, addressed Gacquoil, — 

« Well, pilot,” he said, “ the hurricane missed us. Its 
attempt to sneeze came to naught We shall get out 
of it. We shall have wind, that is all.” Gacquoil 
replied seriously, — 

“ A heavy wind makes a heavy sea.” 

Neither gay nor sad, such is the sailor. His reply had 
a meaning of alarm in it. For a leaking ship to be in a 
heavy sea is to fill rapidly, Gacquoil had emphasized 
this prophecy wdth a slight frown. Perhaps la Vieuville 
had spok ni these almost jovial and trifling words a little 
too soon after the disaster of the gun and the gunner. 
There are 'hiiigs which bode ill luck wdieii at sea. The 
ocean xS secret * om. never know’-s what she will do. It is 
necessary to be on the ivatch. 

La Vieuville felt the need of becoming serious. 

Where are we, pilot ?” he asked. 

The pilot replied, — 

Wo are in the hands of God” 

A pilot is a master; it is always best to let Mm have 
his own wjiy, and often to have his own sa}^ 

Besides, this sort of man speaks but little. La Vien- 
ville warlked luvay. 

La Vieuville had asked the pilot a question, the horizon 
gave the answmr. 

The sea suddenly burst into sight. 

The fog which hung over the weaves lifted, all the dark 
upheaving of the billows w^as spread out in a mysterious 
twilight as far as one’s eyes could reach, and this is what 
^wms.seeii, — ■ 

Toe sky seemed to have a lid of clouds over it ; but 
the clouds no longer touched the sea ; in the east ap- 
peared a wdiiteiiess, which was the dawn of day ; in the 
west, another fading whiteness, which was the setting of 
the moon. These two bright places opposite each other, 
made two narrow bands of pale light along the horizon^ 
between the dark sea and the cloudy sky. 

Against these two bright strips were outlined black 
straight and motionless. 
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To" the west, three high rocks, standing like Celtic 
cromlechs, stood out against the moonlit sky* 

To the east, against the pale morning sky, rose eight 
sail ranged in order, and at regular distances, in a threat- 
ening line* 

The three rocks were a reef; the eight sail, a squadron. 

Behind the corvette was the Minquiers, a rock of ill 
repute ; before hei\ the French fleet. In the west, de- 
struction ; ill the east carnage; she was between a ship- 
wreck and a battle. 

For facing the reef, the corvette had a broken hull, dis- 
jointed rigging, shattered masts ; for facing battle, she 
had a battery of which twenty-one guns out of thirty were 
disabled, and the best of her gunners were dead. 

The dawn was very faint, and there was still a little 
night before them. This darkness might even last for 
some time, being caused principally by high, heavy, dense 
clouds, having the appearance of a solid arch. 

The wind which had at last carried away the low fog 
was driving the vessel on the Minquiers. 

In her :xcessively weak and disabled condition, she 
scarcely obeyed the !ielm, she rolled rather than sailed, 
and buffeted by tho wa-^'es gave herself up to their mercy. 

The tragic reef of the Minquiers was more rugged then 
than at the present time. Several of the towers of this 
citadel of destruction have been worn away by the iiu 
cessaiit undermining of the sea; the shape of the reefs is 
constantly changing; waves are not calleclton^^^ * with- 
out reason ; each tide is a saw-tooth. At this time, to 
touch on the Minquiers, was to perish. 

As for the cruisers, they were the squadron from 
Cancale, afterwards made famous under tlie command of 
that Captain Duchesne whom Lequinio called Father 
Ducli^ne.” 

The situation was critical. The corvette had iiiieon- 
seiously, while the cannon was loose, deviated from her 
course and sailed more towards Granville than towards 
Saint-Malo. Even if she had been manageable and able 
to carry sail, the Minquiers would have barred her return 
to Jersey, and the cruisers barred her froiia reaching 
France. 

However, t^ was no tempest,, but as the pilot had 
, M Frenck mem^ sword-bMe as wel as billow# 
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said, there was a heavy sea. The sea tuniHing beneath a 
rough wind, and over the rocky bottom, was wiki 
The sea never tells at once what it means to do. There 
is everything in this abyss, even chicanery. One might 
almost say that the sea had designs; it advances and re- 
treats, it proposes and retracts, it prepares a squall and 
then gives up its plan, it promises destruction and does 
not keep its word, it threatens the North, and strikes the 
South. All night the corvette “ Claymore ” had been in 
the fog, and feared a storm ; the sea had just broken its 
promise, and in a cruel fashion ; it had given warning of 
a tempest and brought out a reef. It was still shipwreck 
in another form. 

To destruction on the rocks was added extermination 
in battle. One enemy supplemented the other. 

La Vieuville cried out with a bold laugh, — ‘ 

« Shipwreck on one hand, battle on the other. Both 
sides have thrown double fives/* 


CHAPTER ¥IIL 

9»s380. 

The corvette was now nothing but a wreck. 

In the pale, scattered light, in the blackness of the 
clouds, in the confused shifting of the horizon, in the 
m /sterious wrinkling of the waves, there was a sepulchral 
solemnity. Except the hostile whistling of the wind, 
everything was silent. The catastrophe was rising ma- 
jestically from the depths. It seemed more like an appa- 
rition than an attack. Nothing moved on the rocks, noth- 
ing stirred on the ships. It was a strange, colossal silence. 
Were they dealing with reality? It was like a dream 
passing over the sea. In legends there are such visions : 
the corvette was, in a certain sense, between a demon 
reef and a phantom fleet. 

The Count de Boisberthelot gave orders in an under- 
tone to La Vieuville, who went down to the gun-deck f 
then the captain seized Ms spyglass and came and stood 
at the stern near the jpilot. 
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Qacqiioil was bending all his efforts to Iieep the vessel 
out of the trough of the sea ; for, if it were struck on the 
side by the wind and the waves, it would inevitablv oap» 
size* 

PiloV^ said the captain, where are wet 
“ Off the Minquiers,’” 

« On which side f 
«The worst?^ 

«« What bottom 
« Small rocks*^® 

«« Can we bring the broadside to bear on them 
One can always die,” said the pilot. 

The captain directed his glance toward the west andex-* 
amined the Minquiers ; then he turned it toward the east 
and scrutinized the sails in sight. 

The pilot continued, as if talking to himself,— 

It is the Minquiers. It serves as a resting-place for 
the laughing sea-mew and the great black-mantled gull, 
on their way from Holland ” 

In the meantime, the captain had counted the ships. 
There really were eight vessels correctly disposed and 
raising their warlike profiles above the water* In the 
centre stood the lofty hull of a three-decker. 

The captain questioned the pilot, ~ 

Do you know these ships ? ” ’ 

Certainly ! ” replied Gacquoii 
Wliat are they ? ” 

«« It is the squadroB.^^ 

Of France?” 

®«Of the devi!” 

There was silence. Tlie captain contiiiiisdj*—^ 

Are all the cruisers there ? ” 

In fact, the second of April, Valaz4 had annoiinced to 
the Convention that ten frigates and six ships of the lina 
were cruising in the channel. The captain recollected this. 

all,” he said, «Hhe squadron has sixteen vessels. 
« There are only eight here.” 

The rest,” said Gacquoil, ‘^are spying along the coast 
farther down” 

The captain, still looking through the glass, murmured £ 
three-decker, two first-class frigates, and five of the 
msond class.” 
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'^But I too made them out/’ gTumbled GacquoiL 

“Good vessels,” said the captain. “I have had some 
command of them myself.” 

“For my part,” said Gaeqiioil,“I have seen them, close 
to. I don’t mistake one for another. I have their de- 
scription in my head.” 

The captain handed his spyglass to the pilot, 

“Pilot, can you make out the three-decker distinctly!” 

“Yes, commander, it is the ^Cote d’Or.’ ” 

“They have re-named her,” said the captain. “She 
used to be the ‘ Etats de Bourgogne. ’ A new ship. ' Hun- 
dred and twenty-eight guns.” 

He took a note-book and pencil out of Ms pocket, and 
wrote in the former the number one hnndred and twenty- 
eight. " ■ 

He went on to say: “Pilot, what is the first sail to 
port ? ” 

^ ‘ It is the "Experimente.’ ” 

“First-class frigate; fifty-two guns. She was fitted 
out at Brest two months ago.” 

The captain put the number fifty-two down in his note- 
book. 

“Pilot,” he continued, “what is the second sail to 
port!” 

“The ^Dryade.’” 

“First-class frigate; forty eighteen pounders. She 
has been in India. She has a fine naval record.” 

And he wmote down forty under the number fifty-two; 
then, raising his head, he said, — 

“]\%v to starboard.” 

“Commander, these are all second-class frigates. There 
are five of them.” 

“What is the first, starting from the three-decker!” 

“The ‘Resolue.’ ” 

“Thirty-two eighteen-pounders. And the second?” 

“The ^Riehemont.’” 

“Same strength. Next!” 

“The ^Athfe.’ 

“Queer name to go to sea with» Next?” 

“Tbe^Calvpso.”’ 

“What next!”, ■. 

“The Trenense/ ■ 
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'«®Flve frigates of tliirty-two gnns eacli*^^ 

The captain wrote one hundred and sixty under the first 
numbers. 

he saidj ^^you recognize them well.” 
replied Gacquoil, ‘^know them well, captain. 
To recognize is one thing, to know is better.” 

The captain was looking intently at his note-book, and 
was adding up the numbers to himsell 

Hundred and twenty-eight, fifty-two, forty, hundred 
and sixty,” 

Just at this moment, la Vieuville came up on deck. 

Chevalier,” the captain cried out to him, we are in 
the face of three hundred and eighty camion.” 

" So be it,” said la Vieuville. 

« You have just been inspecting, la Vieuville ; Just how 
many gons have we fit for use ?” 

N me ” 

So be it,” said Boisberthelot in his turn. 

He took the spyglass from the pilot’s hands and studied 
the horizon. 

The eight still. Mack ships seemed motionless, but they 
were growing larger. 

They were approaching imperceptibly. 

La Vieuville gave the military salute. 

"Commander,”' he said, "here is my report. I dis- 
trusted this corvette ^ Claymore.’ It is always annoylDg to 
embark suddenly on a vessel which does not know you, or 
that does not love you. English ship— traitor to the French 
--that slut of a carronade proved it. I have made the 
inspection. Anchors good. They are not of half-finished 
Iron, but of forged bars soldered with the trip-hammer. 
The fiukes are solid. Cables excellent, easy to pay out, of 
the regular length, hundred and twenty fathoms. Ammu- 
nition in abundance. , Six gunners dead. A hundred and 
seventy-one rounds apiece.” 

"Because there are only nine guns left,” murmured the 
captain. 

Boisberthelot pointed his spyglass towards the horizon^ 
The squadron was still slowly approaching. 

There is one advantage about the carronacles, three men 
are enough to work them, but they have one inconveniences 
timj do not carry as far ^or aim as accurately as eannoin' 
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So it was necessary to let tlie sqnadron come wi-cnin range 
of the carronades. 

The captain gave his orders in an undertone. Silence 
xeigned on the vessel. No signal to make ready for bat- 
tle was given, but the order was executed all the same. 
The corvette was as unfit to fight against men as it was 
to battle with the waves. Every possible expedient was 
employed with this remnant of a war vessel. All the 
hawsers and spare cables were collected together at the 
gangway, near the tiller ropes, to use for strengthening 
the masts in case of necessity. The cockpit was prepared 
for the wounded. According to the naval custom of that 
day, the deck was barricaded, which was a safeguard 
. against bullets but not against cannon bails. The bail- 
gauges were brought, although it was a little late to test 
their calibres ; but so many accidents had not been fore- 
seen. Each sailor received a cartridge-box, and placed a 
pair of pistols and a dirk in his belt. The hammocks 
were stowed away, the artillery pointed, the musketry 
prepared, the axes and grappling-irons put in their places, 
the stores of cartridges and bullets made ready, and the 
powder-magazine opiened. Each man took his post. All 
this without a word spoken, and as if in a death chamber. 
It was swift and melancholy. 

Then the corvette showed her broadside. She had six 
anchors, like a frigate. They cast all six of them ; the 
cock-bili at the bow, the hedge anchor at the stern, the 
flood anchor toward the open sea, the ebb anchor toward 
^ the rocks, the bower anchor to starboard, and the sheet 
anchor to port. 

The nine carronades remaining in good condition were 
put into form, all nine of them on one side, — the side 
toward the enemy. 

The squadron had no less silently completed their prep- 
arations. The eight vessels now formed a semicircle, of 
which the “ Minquiers ” made the chord. The “ Clay- 
more,” enclosed in this semicircle, and pinioned by its 
own anchor besides, was backed by the reef; that is to 
say, by shipwreck. 

It was like a pack of hounds around a wild boar, mak- 
ing no sound, but showing their teeth. 

It seemed as if one side were waiting for the other 
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guimers of the Claymore ^ were stationwi.. bf 
Iheir guns. 

Boisbertlielot said to la Vieuville,— 

I think it would be well to open fir©/" 

■ A flirt's notion/^ said la VieuTilie* 


CHAPTEK IS. 

SOME OHB BSCAPSa 

The passenger had not left the deok^ lie was watching 
everything, unmoved, 

Boisherthelot approached him. 

Sir,” he said, the preparations are completed. Here 
we are cramped intn our t() , but Wu shall not yield. 

We are prisoners of the squrviron or f the reef. To sur« 
render to the enemy or foun ’ r on the rocks, we have no 
other alternative. Only one resource remains, death. To 
^ fight is better than shipwreck. I would rather be shot 
00 than drowned; if I must die, I prefer fire to water. But 
— - to die is our fate, not yours. You are the man chosen by 
pO the princes, you have a great mission, to direct the war 
^ in La Vendee. Without you, the monarchy may be lost; 
you must live then. It t ur duty to remain here, yours 
to get away. Go, general, — leave the ship. I will give 
you a man and a boat. It is not impossible to reach the 
shore by a roundabout way. It is not yet day, the 
waves are high, the sea is dark, you will escape. There 
are times when to flee is to conquer.” 

With his stern head, the old man made a solemn sign 
of acquiescence. 

The Count d© Boisherthelot raised Ms voice, 

Soldiers and sailors,” he cried. 

All movement ceased, and from every part of the vessel 
‘-Bees were turned toward the captain. 

He continued, — 

The man who Is among us represents the king. He 
has been entrusted to our care, we must preserve him 
■He Is necessary to the throne of France | for want of i 
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prince lie will be, at least so we hope, the chief of la 
Veiid4e. He is a great general. He was to reach France 
with ns, lie must reach it without us. To save his life is 
to save alL^^ 

Aye, aye, aye! ” cried all the voices of the crew* 

The captain continued, — 

«He too, will incur serious dangers. To reach the 
shore is no easy matter. It ought to be a large boat to 
brave the high sea, hut it must be a small one to escape 
the cruisers. It is important to land at some point 
which will be safe, and rather in the vicinity of Fougeres 
than of Coutances. It needs a plucky sailor, a good 
swimmer, and a good oarsman ; one who belongs to this 
country and knows the channel. It is still dark enoiigii 
for the boat to get away from the vessel witliont being 
discovered. And then we shall have smoke which will 
help to conceal her. Her small size will take her through 
shallow w’ater. Where the panther is caught, the weasel 
escapes. There is no help for us ; there is for him. The 
oars will carry the boat away : the hostile ships wall not 
see it ; and besides, w^e wdll divert their attention mean** 
wh 1 ie. Is i t agreed ? ” 

‘‘ Aye, aye, sir ! ” cried the crew. 

There is not a minute to iose,^^ continued the captain. 
Is there a man willing to go?” 

A sailor stepped out of the ranks in the darkness and 
said: ‘‘I aim” 


’NmMTJ'TEREE. 


51 


CHAPTER X 

DOES HE escape! 

A PEW 'niomeiits latex', one of those little boats called a 
especially designed for the captain’s use, left the 
ship. Ill this boat there were two rneii, the old passeiig’er 
in the stern, and the sailor who had volunteered to go, 
ill the bow. The night was still very dark. The sailor, 
conforming' to the captain’s design, rowed vigorously in 
the direction of the Minquiers. No other way of escape 
was possible. Some provisions had been throivn in the 
bottom of the boat, a bag of biscuit, a smoked beef’s 
tongue, and a cask of -water. 

^^As soon as the boat touched the wmter, la Vieiiville, 
scoffer even in the face of destruction, leaned over the 
stern of the corvette and sneered out this farewell to the 
boat : ^ ^ She is a good one for escape, and a fine one for 
drowning. ’ ’ 

• '‘Sir,” said the pilot, "jest no more.” 

The boat quickly rowed olf, and was almost immedi- 
ately a good distaiiee away from the corvette. Wind and 
wmves seconded the oarsman, and the little craft was 
rapidly making her escape, rocking in the twilight, and 
concealed in the great furrows of the waves. 

A strange, gloomy suspense hung over the sea. 

Siiddeiily, in this vast, tumultuous ocean silence, rose a 
voice, which, increased by the speaking-trumpet, as by 
the brazen mask of ancient tragedy, seemed almost super- 
human. 

It wms Captain Boisberthelot who was speaking, — 

"Mariners of the king,” he cried, "nail the ivMte flag 
to the main-mast. We are going to see our last sun- 
wise,” 

And a cannon shot left the corvette. 

"Long live the king!” shouted the erevr. 

Then from the edge of the horizon was heard another 
cry, immense, distant, confused, but yet distinct, — 
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Long live the Eepublic ! ” 

And a noise like thr.t of three hundred thunderbolts 
burst over the depths of the ocean. 

The battle was beginning. 

The sea was covered with fire and smoke. 

Clouds of spray made by the shots falling into the watef 
burst from the waves on every side. 

The ‘‘ Claymore ” began to shower flame on the eight 
ships. At the same time, the whole squadron, grouped 
in a crescent around the ‘‘ Claymore,” opened fire from 
all its batteries. The horizon was all ablaze. It was like 
a volcano rising out of the sea. The wind twisted round 
and round the vast crimson of battle, in the midst oi 
which the ships appeared and disappeared like spectres. 
In the foreground, the corvette stood out against this red 
background like a black skeleton. 

From the top of the main-mast the white banner with 
its design of fleur-de-lis could be made out. 

The two men in the boat were silent. 

The triangular-shaped shoals of the Minquiers, a kind 
of submarine Trinacrium, are larger than the whole island 
of Jersey; the sea covers them; their culminating point 
is a plateau, rising above the highest tides, and separated 
from this toward the nortLea,:t are six mighty rocks 
ranged In a straight line, giving tlie t of a great wall 
crumbling away here and thereo The sound between the 
plateau and the six rocks is only navigable to craft draw« 
ing vei'y little water. 

Beyond this sound is the open sea. 

The sailor who had taken charge of the boat, entered 
the sound. In this way he put the Minquiers between 
the battle and the boat. Hb pulled skilfully through the 
narrow channel, avoiding the reef to port as well as to star- 
board ; the rocks now concealed the battle. The glare on 
the horizon, and the fur: ous din of the cannonading began 
to decrease as the distance became greater; but from the 
continuance of the reports it was evident that the corvette 
was still holding her own, and that she intended to ex 
haust her hundred and seventy-one broadsides to the 
very last. Soon the boat entered water, beyond the 
reef, beyond t!^e battle, beyond the reach of bullets. 

Gradually, the appearance of the sea became less 
gloomy, shimmering patches abruptly drowned in darfc 
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ness increased in slze^ the foam burst into jets of ligbt^ 
pale gleams floated over the tops of the waves* Bay 
dawneci 

Tiie_ boat was out of the reach of the enemy ; but the 
most difficult task was yet to be accomplished. ' The boat 
was saved from the cannon shots, but not from shipwreck, 
d was^in a high sea, a mere shell, without deck, without 
sail, without compass, wdth nothing to rely on but oars, 
in the face of the ocean and the storm, an atom at the 
mercy of monsters. 

Then in this boundlessness, in this solitude, lifting a 
face made pallid by the dawm, the man in the bow of the 
boat fixed his gaze on the man in the stern and said to 
him,-»- 

am the brother of the one you ordered sho^ 




BOOK THIRD. 

HALMALO. 


CHAPTEEL 

THE PERSUASIVE POWER OP HUMAN SPEECH.'^'^ 

The old man slowly raised his head. 

The sailor who had just spoken to him was about 
thirty years old. His face was sea- tanned, his eyes were 
strange ; they had the shrewd glance of the sailor and the 
open frankness of the peasant. He held the oars firmly 
in his two hands. He looked gentle. 

In his belt he had a dirk, two pistols, and a rosary, 
‘‘Who are you?” said the old mam 
“ I have just told you.” 

“ What do you want of me ?•” 

The man laid down his oars, folded Ms arms, and 

replied, — 

“To kill you.” 

“ As you like,” said the old mam 
The other raised his voice. 

“ Prepare.” 

“For what?” 

“ To die.” 

“ Why ?” asked the old man. 

There was a silence. The sailor seemed confused for a 
moment by the question. He replied, — 

“ I say that I mean to kill you.” 

“ And I ask why ? ” 

The sailor’s eyes flashed, — 

“ Because you have killed my brother ” 

The old man replied calmly, — 

La parole c’est le verfoe J^neech is “ the Wordr^ 
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« I began by saving his life.” . 

“That is true.. Yon saved him first and then killed 
him.” 

“ It was not I who killed him.” 

« Who did Kill him, then ? ” 

His own fault.” 

The sailor stared with open mouth at the old man; 
then his eyebrows contracted again into a savage frown. 

« What is your name ? ” asked the old man. 

“ My name is Halmalo, but I can kill you without your 
knowing my name.” 

At this moment the sun rose. A sunbeam struck the 
sailor full in the eyes and vividly lighted up his wild face. 
The old man regarded liim attentively. 

The cannonading which still continued, no\v began to 
be interrupted and agonizingly irregular. A dense sinolie 
sank down over the horizon. The boat, no longer guided 
]}y the oarsman, was drifting to leeward. 

The sailor drew one of the pistols out of his belt with 
his right hand and took his rosary in his left. 

The old man rose and dreAv himself up to his full 
lieiglit. 

‘‘ Do you believe in God ? ” he asked. 

Our Father who art in Heaven,” replied the sailor, 
making tlie sign of the cross. 

Have you a mother ? ” 

‘‘Yes.” 

He made the sign of the cross a second time. Then he 
continued, — 

“ I have said it. I give you one minute, inonseigneiir.” 
And he cocked his pistol. 

“ Wliy do you call me monseigneur ? ” 

Because you are a seigneur. That is evident.” 

‘‘Have you a seigneur, yourself?” 

“ Yes, and a great one. Can one live wdthout .. seiga- 
eiir? ” 

“Where is he?” . 

“I don’t know. He has left the country. He is the 
Marquis de Lantenac, Viscount de Fontenay, prince in 
Brittany ; he is the seigneur of the Sept- Forets (seven 
forests). I have never seen, hiai, but that doesn’t prevent 
; Ms being my master.” ^ .... 

And if won were to see him, would jou obey him 2 
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Certainly^ I should he a pagan if I dMn^ obey hmi 
One owes obedience first to God ; then to the king, avIig 
stands in the place of God ; and then to the seigneur, 
who represents the king. But that is not the question 
you have killed my brother, and 1 must kill you.” 

The old man replied, — 

«In the first place, I killed your brother} I ilid 
right” 

The sailor tightened his grasp on the pistol. 

« Now then.” 

Go on,” said the old man. 

And calmly added, « Where is the priest?®^ 

The sailor looked at him. « The priest? 

w Yes, the priest. I gave your brother a priest^ yott 
we me a priest.” 

« I have none,” said the sailor. 

And he added : ‘‘ Do they have priests in mid-ocean 

The convulsive reports of the battle w^'ere growing moro 
and more distant. 

“ Those who are dying over yonder have theirs,” said 
the old man. 

It is true,” muttered the sailor. They have the chap* 
lain.” 

The old man continued; ‘^You will be the means of 
losing my soul, which is a serious matter.” 

The sailor bowed bis head in thought. 

‘‘ And ill lusing my soul,” the old man went on to say« 
««you lose your own. Listen. I pity you. You may da 
what you wish. As for me, I did my duty just now ; 
first, in saving your brother’s life, and then in taking it 
from him ; and I am doing my duty at this moment in 
trying to save your soul. Consider. It concerns you. 
Do you hear the cannon shots at this instant? There are 
men dying over there ; there are desperate souls in mortal 
agony ; there are husbands there who will nevermore see 
their wives ; there are fathers who will nevermore see 
their children ; brothers who, like yourself, will never see 
their brothers again. And whose fault is it ? It is the 
fault of your own brother. You believe in . God, do you 
not? Well, you know that God is suffering at this very 
moment ; God suffers in His Christian son, the king of 
France, who is a child like the child Jesus, and who is 
imprisoned in tiie fortress of the Temple | God suffers in 




C 

His, church Jn Brittany ; God suffers In His insulted 
catUedrals, in his cleseci’ated Gospels, in His violated 
houses of prayer ; God suffers in His assassinated priests^ 
What did we come to do, we ourselves, in this vessel 
which is perishing at this very moment ? We came to 
God’s assistance. If your brother had been a good servant, 
if he had faithfully performed the duty of a wise and use- 
ful man, the accident would not have happened to the car- 
roiiade, the corvette would not have been disabled ; she 
would not have gone out of her course ; she would not 
have fallen into the hands of this fleet of destruction, and 
we should be landing on the shores of France now, of all 
us, brave warriors and seamen as we are, sword in hand, 
waving the white banner, numerous, content, Joyful, 
and we should be aiding the brave peasants of La 
Vendee in saving France, in saving the king, in doing 
God’s work. That is what we came to do, that is v/liat 
we should be doing, that is what I, the only one left, 
set out to do. But you are against it. In this contest of 
the godless against the priest, in this strife of regicidevS 
against the king, in this conflict of Satan against God, 
you are for Satan. Your brother was the first auxiliary 
of the devil, you are the second. He began, you are finish- 
ing it. You are for the regicides against the throne, 
you are for the godless against the church. You take 
God’s last resource away from Him. Because 1 shall not 
be there, — I who represent the king, — hamlets will go on 
burning, families weeping, priests bleeding, Brittany suffer- 
ing, the king will remain in prison, and Jesus Christ 
in distress. And who will have done all this ? Yon. 
Go on ; it is your affair. I counted on you to bring about 
the contrary. I am deceived. Ah, yes, — it is true, — you 
are right, — I have killed your brother. Y our brother was 
courageous, I rewarded him ; he was guilty, I punished him. 
He failed in his duty ; I have not failed in mine. What I 
have done, I would do again. And i swear it, by the 
great Saint Ann d’Auray, who sees ns now, that, under 
similar circumstances to those in which I had your brother 
shot, 1 would shoot my own son. Now you are the master. 
Yes. I pity jvni. You have lied to your captain. You, 
a Christian, are faithless ; you, a Breton, are without 
honor ; I have been entrusted to your loyalty, and accepted 
by your treason ; yon give me dead to those to .whom-. 
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you promised me alive. Do you know wliom you destroy 
here ? It is yourself. You take my life from the king^ 
and you give your eternity to the devil. Go on ; cooiniit 
your crime ; it is well. You sell your part in Paradise 
cheaply. Because of you, the devil will conquer; because 
of you, the churches will fall ; because of you, tiie ])agans 
will continue to melt bells into cannon; they will simot 
men with that which saved their souls. While I am 
speaking, the bell which rang for your baptism may be 
killing your mother. Go on ; aid the devil. Don’t stop. 
Yes, 1 condemned your brother ; but know this, that I 
am an instrument of God. Ah ! you judge the means 
God chooses ! Are you going to take it on yourself to 
judge the thunderbolt which is in heaven ? Wretched 
man, it will judge you. Take care what you do. Do you 
even know whether I am in a state of grace? No, "Go 
on all the same. Do wdiat you will. You are free to cast 
me into hell, and to cast yourself in with me. The damna- 
tion of ns both is in your hands. The one responsible 
before God will be yourself. We are alone, face to face 
in the abyss. Goon, — make an end. of it,*— finish. lam 
old, and you are young ; I am without arms, and you are 
armed ; kill ,me.” 

While the old man, standing all the while, uttered these 
words in a voice above the noise of the sea, the undula- 
tions of the billows made hiin appear riow^ in shadow, 
now in the light ; the sailor had grown livid ; great drops 
of sweat fell from his brow ; he trembled like a leaf * 
occasionally, he kissed his beads ; when the old man had 
ended, he threw down his pistol and fell on his knees. 

« Forgive me, monseigneur ! Pardon me,” he cried. 
Yon s};>eak like the good God. I am wrong. My brother 
did wrong. I will do everything to atone for his crime 
Dispose of me. Order, and I will obey/^ 

'' I forgive you,” said the old man. 





€HAPTERIL 

t PEASAKT^S MEMORY IS WORTH A CAPTAIM^S KKOWLBDGli. 

The provisions in the boat were not useless. 

The two fiigitiveSj obliged to take a very circuitous route, 
were thirty-six hours in reaching the shore. They passed 
a night on the sea ; but the night was fine, with too much 
moon, however, for people who were trying to escape. 

They were obliged first to keep away from France, and 
to reach the open sea towards Jersey. 

They heard the final cannonade of the battered corvette, 
like the final roar of a lion killed by hunters in the woods. 
Then silence fell over the sea. 

This corvette, the Claymore,” died in the same way 
as the ‘‘Vengeur,” but glory has ignored it. He who 
fights against his country is never a hero. 

Halmalo was a marvellous mariner. He worked miracles 
of skill and intelligence; this impiwised journey amid 
the reefs, the billows, and the enemy’s watch, was a master^ 
piece. The wind had decreased and the sea become 
smoother. 

Halmalo avoided the Caiix des Minquiers, passed the 

Chausee-aux-Boeufs,” and, in order to rest a few hours, 
took shelter in the little creek situated to the north at 
low tide, and then rowing back to the south found a way 
to pass between Granville and the Chausey islands, with- 
out being detected either from the lookout at Chausey oir 
at Granville. He entered the bay of Saint-Michaei, a 
bold venture on account of the vicinity of Cancale, an 
anchorage for the cruisers. 

Oil the evening of the second day, abo' it an hour before 
sunset, he left Mount Saint-Michaei behind him, and started 
to land on a beach which is always deserted, because its 
shifting sands are unsafe,' 

, Fortunately, the tide was high. 

Halmalo pushed the boat as far up as he could, tried 
the sand, found it firm, ran aground, and Jumped ashore, 
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The old man stepped over the side of the boat after Mm 
and examined the horizon. 

‘ Monseigneur,” said Halmalo, “ we" are at the mouth 
rf the Couesnon. There is Beauvoir to starboard and 
Hmsnes to port. The bell tower in front of us is ArdeVon ” 

-If ^ *ook a biscuit out 

Take the rest.” ^ Halmalo,- 

Halmalo put wliat remained of the meat, with the rest 

av4sihirh.sc‘‘ ““ 

“ amazement at the-old man. 

Ihe old man continued: “Halmalo, we are ffoine- fn 
separate. It will not do for us to be to^ether^ tL^ 2 
must be a thousand, or only one.’^ ^ * There 

gr2n^s^ilk^ver'J'\?kr«‘'’'* v ® of 

ISFo.” 

and%i go toThe'w?*"?- JS? f? .■%!«. 

Avoid the roads Lc brid?S Do fT 1°^ 

“ Swim across ?” 

“Good. And then there is a ford th.^ „ 

where it is ? a lorci Do you know ■ 

“ between Ancey and Vieux-Viel.” 

“ But belong to the country.” 

sleep? ”“^^‘ commg on. Where monseignenr 
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“ I will take care of myself. But where will you sleep ? 

“ There are hollow-trees. Before I was a sailor, I was 
a peasant.” 

Throw away your sailor cap; it will betray you. You 
will easily find a carapousse somewhere.” 

‘‘ Oh, a tarpaulin, — I can find that anywhere. The first 
fisherman I see will sell me his.” 

“ Good. Now, listen. You know the woods ” 

Everywhere.” 

All over the country ? ” 

From Noirmoutier to Laval.” 

Do you know their names too?” 

I know the woods, I know their names, I know all 
about them,” 

“ You will not forget anything?” 

Nothing.” 

Good. Now, pay attention. How many leagues caiy 
vou walk a day ? ” 

‘‘ Ten, fifteen, eighteen, twenty, if necessary.” 

“ It will be necessary. Don’t lose a word of what I 
lim going to tell you. You must go to the woods of Saint- 
Aubin.” 

“ Near Lamballe?” 

Yes. On the edge of the ravine between Saint-Rieul, 
and Pledelica there is a great chestnut-tree. You must 
stop there. You will see Wbody.” 

u Which does not prove that nobody will be there, I 
know.” 

You must make the call. Do you know how to make 
the call?” 

Halmalo puffed out his cheeks, turned toward the sea, 
and the to- who,” of an owl was heard. 

It seemed to come from the depths of night % it was a 
perfect imitation and uncanny. 

“ Good,” said the old man. You have it ” 

He handed the green silk how to Halmalo. 

Here is my badge of command. Take it. It is im* 
portant that nobody should know my name at present. 
But this bow will be enough. The fleur-de-iis was em- 
broidered by lladame RoyaL, in the Temple prison.” 

Halmalo put one knee on the ground. He received the 
embroidered bow with trembling, and touched it to his 
lips ; then, stopping, as if afraid to kiss it, — 
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“ May I ?” he asked. 

“ Yes, since you kiss your cracifix.® 

Halmalo kissed the fleur-de-lis. 

“ Get up,” said the old man. 

Halmalo rose and placed the knot in Iiis breast. The 
old man continued : “ Listen carefully to this. This is 
the order: ‘Rise in revolt. Ho quarter.’ Then on the 
edge of the woods of Saint- Aubin give the call. You 
must give it three times. The third time you will see a 
man come out of the ground.” 

“ From a hole under the trees, I know.” 

“ This man is Planchenault, also called Gceur-de-Roi. 
Show him this knot. He will understand. Then m, wdiat- 
ever way you can, to the woods of Astille ; you will find 
there a knock-kneed man siirnanied Moiisq uetoin and who 
sh()ws pity to nobody. You will tell him that I love him 
and that he is to stir up his parishes. You will then 
to the woods of Couesboii, which is one leamie from 
Ploemel. Make the call of the owl ; a man will come, 
out of a hole ; it will be M. Thuault, seneschal of Ploermel 
who has belonged to what is called the Constitution As.sem’ 
biy, but oil the good side. Tell him to arm the castle of 
Gouesboii, belonging to the Marquis de Guer, a refim-ee 
Ravines, groves, uneven ground, good place. M. Thuault 

r nZ "I u sense. Then go to Saint- 

Guui-Ies-loits,_and speak to Jean Chouan, who is, in my 
eyes the real chief. Then go to the woods of Ville-Angiose, 
w here you will see Guitter, called Saint-Martin. Tell hin^ 
to have an eye or a certain Courmesnil, son-in-law of old 
Goupil de Trefeln, and who leads the Jacobins of Arg^. 
Un Remember all this well. I write nothing, beemise 

biR tlntT? iv ^P^ouarie wrote out a list, 

but tiuit lobt everythmg. Then go to the woods of 

“ii tag";!?? ’“p* 

That is called a leaping-pole.'*’ 

“ Do you know how to use it?” 

didtot ^'^TiYia ^ Breton, and should I be a peasant, if I 
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«W!ieii was that?” , 

Ten years ago«” . . ■ 

« Under the king?” 

« Indeed it was.” 

« Did you fight under the king then, f ” 

« Indeed I did ” 

Against whom ? ” 

^^Faithj I don’t know. I was a salt smuggler*” 

“ Good.” 

“ They called that fighting against the gabeiles. Are 
the gabelles the same thing as tke king?” 

“ YeSj no. But it isn’t necessary for you to understand 
that.” 

“ I beg pardon of monseigneur, for having asked moa^ 
seigneur a question.” 

Let iis go on. Do you know la Tourgue ? ” 

Do I know la Tourgue! I come from there ” 

« How is that ? ” 

Because I am from Parigne.” 

To he sure, la Tourgue adjoins Parign6.” 

“ Do I know la Tourguo ! The big round castle which 
belongs to my seigneur’s family. There is a great iron 
door separating the new building from the old; it couldn’t 
be burst open with a cannon. In the new building is the 
famous book about Saint Bartholomew, that people come 
to see out of curiosity. There are frogs in the grass. I 
played with the frogs there when I was a little boy. And 
the underground passage ! . I know. There is, perhaps, 
no other person but myself who knows it.” 

‘‘ What underground passage ? I don’t know what you 
mean.” 

It was made for other days, for the times when la 
Tourgue was besieged. The people inside could escape by i 
passing through a tunnel under the ground which comes 
out' ill the forest ” 

To be sure there is a subterranean passage of this kind 
from the castle of “ la Jupelli^re,” and one from the castle 
of la Hunaudaje, and from the tower of Champeon ; but 
there is nothing of the kind at la Tourgue.” 

Yes, there is, xnonseigneur. I don’t know the pas- 
sages which monseigneur mentions. I know the one at la 
Tourgue, because I belong to that country. And besides, 
there is nobody but myself who knows this way. It is 

FSEE PIJBUC LlBRfflY. WESTFIJID, i 
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aever spoken of. It has been fortidden, because 
■Oiissage served Monsieur, cle Rohan, in tunes of war Mv 
nither knew the secret, and he showed it to me. I'know 
the secret of entering it, and the secret of getting out If 
Tam in the forest I can go into the tower, and if I ain in 
die tower l ean go into the forest, without being seen. 
And V hen the enemy enters, there is nobody there. That 
.to what la roinpe is. Ah! I know it.” The old man 
f^inaiued silent for a moment. 

Tl,er,isata™.g 

_ “ Oh, yes ! You peasants believe in turning stones in 
Binging stones, ni stones wliieli go to drink in the night 
fio 11 a neiga boring brook. All sheer nonsense.” ^ 

‘Rut as I have made it turn, the stone ” 

“ As others have heard them sing, comrade T.q 
rourgue IS a strong, secure fortress, easy to defei d but he 
who counted on getting out thimgll an S^-groimd 
passage would lie a simpleton.” uiiaeigioimd 

“ But, monseigiieiir, — ” 

The old man slirugged his shoulders. 

•Me have no time to lose. Let us talk business ” 
enee! ' an end to Halmalo’s persist- 

The old man continued,— 

timenbllty. Frcrn, ““ 

He Stopped short. ^ 

i>laced tL^n^hfliX?aTo^ hinir^ ^ Poeketbook and 

IsSiSSSg IfeZ;: francs 

sure the assigrts a^ir:® so«s: to be 

are worth no more ■ and in tbkt!n genuine ones 

pere are one hundred louis^ d’o? attention,— 

Slave. I do not neorl o,., f • , • ^ 7 ^^ all that 1 

ttiat no mooei' should fr better 

v,, saoiua be tound on mv nerson. Togo 
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tmck again. From Montchevrier ,go to AntraiB, where 
you will see Monsieur de Protte. From Aiifcrain go to la 
Jiipelliere, where you will see Monsieur de Rochecotte ; 
from la Jupelliere to Noirieux, where you will see the 
Abbe Baudonin. Can you remember all that? 

« As well as my FaterP 

«You will see Monsieur Dubois-Guy at Saint Brice- 
en-Cogle, M. de Turpin at Morannes, which is a fortified 
town, and the Prince de Talmont at Ch§,teau Gonthier/^ 

« Will a prince speak to me ? ” 

If I speak to you.” 

; Halmalo took off his cap. 

“Everybody will receive you well when they see 
Madame Royale’s fleur-de-lis. Do not forget that you 
will have to go to places where there are montagnaris and 
fata%ds* You must disguise yourself. That is easy 
enough. These republicans are so stupid, that with a blue 
blouse, a three-cornered hat and a tricolored cockade, you 
can go anywhere. There are no longer regiments, there 
are no longer uniforms, the companies are not numbered ; 
everybody wears whatever rag he pleases. Go to Saint* 
Mh6rv4. There you will see Gaulier, called Grand-Pierre. 
Go to the district of Parme, where the men blacken their 
faces. They put gravel and a dotihle charge of powder in 
their guns in order to make more noise. They do well ; 
but tell them above all to kill, to kill, to kill. Go to the 
camp of La Vache Noire, which is on a height, in the 
midst of the wood of La Charnie, then to the camp of 
L’Avoine, then to the camp of Yvi% then to the camp of 
the Fourmis, Goto the Grand-Bordage, also called the 
Haut-du-Pr6, which is inhabited by" a widow whose 
daughter Treton, called the Englishman, married. The 
Grand-Bordage is in the parish of Quelaines. You must 
go to Epineiix-le-Chevreuii, Sille-le-Guillaume, Parannes, 
and all the men in every wood. You will find friends, 
and you must send them to the border of the upper and 
the lower Maine ; see Jean Treton in the parish of Vaisges, 
Sans-Regret at Bignon, Chamhord at Bonchamps, the 
Corbin brothers at Maisoncelles, and Petit- Sans-Peiir at 
Saint-Jean-sur-Erve. He is the same as Bourdoiseau. 
Having done all this, and given the word of command 
^ Revolt ! No quarter ! ’ you must rejoin the grand army, 
the royal, catholic army, wherever it may be. You will 
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see MM. d’Elbfie, de Lescnre, de la Rochejaqueleiii, all the 
chiefs who are still alive. Sliov/ them my badge of com- 
mand. They will know what it means. You are only a 
sailor, but Cathelineau is only a carter. Tell them this 
from me : ‘ It is time to iiuite the tw^o wars, the great and 
the small.’ The great one makes more noise, the small 
one does more work. La Vendee is good, La Choiiaiinerie 
is wnrse, and in civil w^ar the worse is the better. The 
success of a war is measured by the amount of harm that 
it does.” 

He stopped speaking. 

« Halmalo, I am telling you all this. You do not un- 
derstand the wmrds, hut you understand the meaning. 
You won my confidence by the way you managed the 
boat ; you do not know geometry, but you w^ork marvels 
of skill on the \vater: he who can steer a boat, can pilot 
an insurrection; from the wmy you managed the intrica- 
cies of the sea, I am sure that you v/ill be successful in 
carrying out all my commissions. To return. Tell all 
this to the chiefs, as near as you can, in your own words, 
but it will be all right, — 

** ^ I prefer war in the forest to war in the open field ; I 
do not intend to draw up a hundred thousand peasants in 
line before the shot of the Blues, and Monsieur Carnot’s 
artillery ; before the end of a month, I want five hun- 
dred thousand slaughterers in ambush in the woods. The 
republican army is my game. Poaching is waging war. 
I am the strategist of the thickets.’ Well, there is an- 
other word that you will not understand; never mind, 
you will take in this: Ho quarter! and ambuscades 
everywhere ! I want a guerilla warfare in Vendee. Add 
that the English are on our side. Let us place the re- 
public between two fires. Europe will help us. Let us 
put an end to the Revolution. Kings will war against it 
with kingdoms, let us war against it with parishes. Say 
that. Do you understand ? ” 

“ Yes. We must have fire and blood everywhere*.” 

« That’s it.” 

« Ho quarter.” 

Hot for anybody. That’s it.” 

1 am to go everywhere.” 

And be on your guard. For in this country it is an 
easy matter to put a man to death.” 
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«Deatli i.oem^t eoaeerii me. He who takes Ms first 
Step may be wearing liis last shoes.” 

Yon are a brave man.” 

« And if I am asked the name of monseigiieur?’^ 

« It must not be known yet. Say that you do not know 
it and that will be the truth.” 

a YThere shall I see monseigneur again ? - ^ 

Where I shall be.” 

a How shall I know it ? ” 

“ Because everybody will know ft. Before the end of 
a week, I shall be talked about. I shall make examples ; 
I shall avenge the king and religion, and you will know 
that it is I of whom they are talking.” 

I understand.” 

Forget nothing ” 

« Have no fear.” 

Start now. God be with you. 

I will do all that you have told me. I will go« I wl& 
.«peak the word. I will obey. I will command.” 

‘Wery well.” 

And. if I succeed— — ” 

I will make you chevalier de Saint-Louts.” 

«Like my brother; and if do not succeeds you will 
have me shot?” 

Like your brother.” 

«« Agreed, monseigneur.” 

The old man bowed Ms' head and seemed lost In deep 
reverie. When he raised his eyes, he was alone. Hah 
maio was only a black speck on the horizon. 

The sun had just set. The gulls and the hooded sea* 
mews were flocking in from the sea outside. 

That sort of restlessness just before night was felt in 
the air; the tree-frogs croaked, the kingfishers flew up 
whistling from the pools of water, the gulls, the rooks, 
the carabins, made their evening commotion; the birds 
on the shore called to each other; but not a human sound. 
It was a profound solitude. Hot a sail in the hay, not 
a peasant on the land. As far as the eye could ' reach, 
a desert expanse. The great sand-thistles rustled. The 
white sky of twilight cast a broad pale gleam over the 
beach. The ponds in the distance, scattered over the 
dark plain, looked like sheets of pewter spread out on the 
ground. The wind blew from the sea. 
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BOOK FOURTH. 

TELLMARCH. 


CHAPTER I. 


THE TOP OF THE DUNE. 


The old man waited till Halmalo had disappeared 
from sight, then he wrapped his cloak about him and set 
forth. He walked slowly, thoughtfully. He went toward 
Huisiies, while Halmalo had gone toward Beauvoir. 

Behind him, an enormous black triangle, with a cathe- 
dral for tiara, and a fortress for breastplate, with its two 
great towers to the east, one round, the other square, 
which help the mountain to bear the weight of church and 
villag^ rose Mount Saint-Michael, which is to the ocean 
what Cheops is to the desert. 

The quicksands in the bay of Saint-Michael’s change 
their sand-dunes imperceptibly. At that time between 
Huisnes and Ardevon there was a very high dune which 
has now entirely disappeared. This dune, levelled by an 
equinoctial storm, was exceptional in being ancient, and 
bearing on its summit a memorial stone erected in the 
twelfth century in commemoration of a council held at 
Avranches against the assassins of Saint Thomas of Can- 
terbury. From the top of this dune, the whole country 
seen, and one could get his bearings. 

wSf u ascended it. 

When he had reached the top, he stopped by the monu- 
ment, sat down on one of the four posts which rmrked 
began to examine the sort of map lying 
at his feet. He seemed to be trying to find a route in a 
country once familjar to him. In this vast landscane 

M J'^^bght, there was nothing clear but the 
horizon, a black line on the white sky. "wr me 
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Me coiiM see the roofs of eleven towns and villages'; h© 
could makej out several leagues awa;^, the steeples along 
the coast, whicli are very high^ in order to serve as land- 
marks to people at sea. . 

After a few moments, the old man seemed to have found 
ill the, dim twilight what he was looking for ; his eyes 
fastened, on an enclosure of trees, walls, and roofs, which 
could Just be seen half-way between the plain and the 
wood ; this was a farm ; he nodded his head with satisfac- 
tion as thougii saying to himself; “There it is,” and he 
began to trace with his finger in the air a way through 
the hedges and fields. Now and then he examined a 
rather indistinct and shapeless object, moving above the 
principal roof of the farm, and he seemed to ask ; What 
is it ? ” It was colorless and confused because of the 
gloom ; it was not a weathercock, because it fluttered, and 
there was no reason why it should be a flag. 

He was weary ; he was willing to rest on this spot where 
he was sitting, and he gave himself up to that sort of 
vague forgetfulness, which the first moment of repose 
brings to a tired man. There is an hour of the day which 
might be called noiseless, it is the quiet twilight hour. It 
was that hour now. He was enjoying it ; he was looking 
about ; he was listening ; to what ? tranquillity. Even 
the cruel have their sad moments. Suddenly this tran- 
quillity was not disturbed, but made more intense, by 
passing voices; they were the voices of women and 
children. There are sometimes such unexpected chimes 
of joy in the darkness. The group from which the voices 
came could not be seen on account of the thickets, but it 
was walking along at the foot of the dune, going toward 
the plain and the forest. These voices came up clear and 
fresh to the old man lost in thought ; they were so near 
that he caught ail they said. 

A woman’s voice said, — 

^ We must hurry along, PMcharde. Is this the way ? ” 

“ No, it is. this way.**® 

And the dialogue continued between the two voices, one 
loud, the other timid. 

“ What do you call this farm where we are living 
' “L’Herbe-^n-Paii®’ ■ 
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About a qnarter of an honr.’^ 

Let ns hurry, so as to get our soup/^ 

We really are late.” 

“ We must run. But your babies are tired. We are 
only two women, we can’t carry three brats. And then, 
Flecliarde, you are already carrying one. A regular lump 
of lead. You have weaned the greedy little thing, but you 
are always carrying her. A bad habit; oblige me by 
making her walk. Well! so much the worse,, our soup 
will be cold ! ” 

“ Oh, what good shoes you have given me ! I should 
think they were made for me.” 

^‘Tiiey are better than going barefooted.” 

Hurry up now, Ren^-Jean” 

He is the one who has kept us back. He has to speak 
to every little peasant girl he meets. That is because he 
is a man.” 

“ To be sure, he is going on five years.” 

“Tell me, Rene- Jean, why did you speak to that little 
girl ill the village 

A child’s voice, — that of a boy^ replied^ — 

“ Because I know her.” 

The woman added, — 

“What, you know ^xer?” 

“ Yes,” replied the boy, “ever since sbe played with me 
this morning.” 

“Oh, how big he is ! ” exclaimed the woman, “ we have 
only been in the country three days, he is no larger than 
my thumb, and he has a sweetheart already.” 

The voices grew fainter. All sound died away. 
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CHAPTER n. 

AUEES HABET ET NOJST AUDIET® 

The old man remained still. He was not tliinMng, 
hardly even dreaming. All about him was peace, drow* 
siness, confidence, solitude. It was still daylight on the 
dune, but almost night on the plain, and entirely so in 
the woods. The moon was rising in the east. A few 
stars pierced the pale blue of the zenith. This man, 
though full of tremendous cares, had plunged himself into 
the unspeakable tenderness of the infinite. He felt arising 
in him that obscure dawni of hope, if the wovd. hope caii 
be applied to the expectations of civil war. For the mo- 
ment, it seemed to him that in escaping from the sea 
which had been so inexorable to him, and in touchingland, 
all danger had vanislied. No one knew his name, he was 
alone, lost to the enemy, without a trace left behind him, 
for the surface of the sea betrays nothing, concealed, 
ignored, not even suspected. He felt a strange, supreme 
composure. A little more and he would have been asleep. 

It was the profound silence over the earth and in the 
heavens which had for this man, who had been, a prey to 
tumult within and without, such a strange charm in this 
serene hour. 

Nothing was heard except the wind blowing from the 
sea, but the wind is a continuous bass, which almost ceases 
to be a sound, it is so habitual. 

Suddenly, he started to his feet. 

His attention had just been abruptly awakened; he 
looked about the horizon. Something gave his eye a 
peculiar fixed expression. 

He was looking at the steeple of Cormeray, directly in 
front of Mm beyond the plain. Indeed, something ex- 
traordinary was taking place in this steeple. 

The outline of this steeple was clearly defined ; the 
tower could be seen, siirraountecl by the spire, and between 
the tower and the spire^ the belfry, square, without screeui 
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and opm on all four sides, according to the style £sf 
Breton bell towers. 

But this belfry appeared alternately open and closed at 
regular intervals ; its lofty window showed all white, then 
all black; the sky could be seen through, then it was 
seen no longer; it would be light, then eclipsed, and the 
opening and shutting followed each other a second apart, 
with the regularity of a hammer on an anvil. 

This steeple in Cormeray was about two leagues away 
in front of the old man; just about as far to his right on 
the horizon, he saw the steeple of Baguer-Pican ; the bel- 
fry of this steeple was opening and shutting in the same 
way as that in Cormeray. 

He looked to his left at the steeple of Tanis ; the belfry 
of the tower at Tanis was opening and shutting just the 
same as that at Baguer-Pican. 

He looked at all the steeples on the horizon, one after 
another, to the left, the steeples of Conrtils, of Prece3% of 
Crdlon, and of Croix- Avranchin ; to the right, the steeples 
of Eaz-sur-Couesnon, Mordrey, and the Pas ; in front of 
him, the steeple of Pontorson. The belfries of all the 
steeples were alternately black and white. 

What did it all mean ? 

It sig'nifled that all the bells were ringing. 

To appear and disappear in this way ‘they must be 
pulled tunousiy. 

What was it then ? evidently the tocsin. 

They were sounding the alarm, sounding it frantically, 
sounding It everywhere, in all the belfries, in every parish 
in every village, and not a sound reached his ears; 

Ihis was owing to the distance, which prevented the 
sounds from reaching so far, and because of the sea breeze 
b owing from the opposite direction, which carried all land 
uoises iar away from him. 

All these bells madly calling from every side, and at the 
same time, silence ; nothing could be more weird. 

1 lie old man looked and listened. 

He did not hear the tocsin, but he saw it. 

^ see the tocsin— a strange sensation. 

With whom are these bells angry? 

Against whom is this tocsin sounding? 
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CHAPTER in, 

THE ADVAITTAGE OF LAEGE EETTE1SS, 

Certainly they were after somebody. 

Who? 

This man of steel shuddered. 

He could not be the one. Ho one could have found out 
his coming; it was impossible for the acting representa- 
tives to have been informed already ; he had hardly landed 
The corvette had evidently foundered without a man es> 
caping. And even in the corvette no one knew his name 
except Boisberthelot and La Vieuville. 

The bells continued their wild play. He watched them 
and counted, them mechanically, and his thoughts, driven 
from one conjecture to another, fluctuated between com- 
plete security and terrible uncertainty. However, after 
all, this tocsin could be explained in many wayS; and he 
finally assured himself, by repeating, “ Purely; nobody 
knows of my arrival, and nobody knows my nam. 

For some moments there had been a slight sound above 
and behind him. This sound was like the rustling of a 
leaf on a wind-shaken tree. At first, he paid no heed to 
it ; then, as the sound continued, one might say insisted, 
he at last turned around. It was a leaf to be sure, but a 
leaf of paper. Tlie wind was trying to detach a large 
placard pasted to the monument above his head. This 
placard had been put up only a short time before, for it 
was still damp, and yielded to the wind, which had begiai 
to play with it and to unfasten it. The old man had 
climbed up the dune from the opposite side, and had net 
seen this placard when he reached the top. 

He mounted the post on which he had been sitting, ano 
placed his hand on the corner of the placard which wai 
flapping in the wind ; the sky was cloudless, tne twilights 
are long in June ; the foot of the dune was dark, but the 
top was light ; a part of the placard was Muted in large 
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ktters, and there was still enough daylight to read them 
He read this,— 

**ThB FEEIfCH HePUBUC, OlfE AKD IKDiyiSXBLE# 

“We, Prieur de la Marne, active representative of the people neai- 
the army of the coast of Cherbourg, order : The former Mar mis de 
Lantenac, viscount de Pontenay, the so-ca!led prince of Prittanv 
secretly landed on the coast of Granville, is declared an outlaw 
price IS put on his head. The sum of sixty thousand livrcs wi!) h« 
paid to liim who will deliver him up, dead or alive. This LI w P 
Af pf “i but in gold. A battalion of the army of th« 

coast of Cherbourg will be sent immediately in pursuit of the "formf'r 
Marquis de Lantenae. The parishes are ordered to lend evA^ 

1793.’ Igned^ Granville, this second day of June, 

“ Pbieue de la Maeste.” 

irnderaeath this name there was another signature in 
much smaller eliaracters, which was not le'dbie becnnvfl 
there was so little daylight left. ° ’ iJccaubs 

The old man pulled down his hat over his eyes, drew 
his cloak closely up under his chin, and went quicklv 
down the dune. It was evidently unsafe to remain 
longer on this prominent summit. -enuuu 

He bad possibly stayed there too long already : the ton 

.He started to go, as he had planned, towards the farm 
deserted. It was an hour w^heii there 

It was l3r!ght moonlight, 

thSe smod ^^1 "’'et and where 

meie stood an old stone cross. On the nedestMl nf 

“Where are you going?” said a voice. 

He turned around. 

A man was there in the thicket, tall Uke himself, old 
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like Mmself, like him with white hair, md with garments 
more ragged^ Almost Ms double. TMs man was lean-^ 
ing on a long stick. 

The man said agam^— 

« I ask where you are going 

«Iii the first place, where am he said, with an 
almost haughty calmness. 

The man replied,-- 

« You are in the seigiieurie of Tanis. l am its beggar^ 
you are its seigneur.’^ 

« 1 9 

« Yes, you, sir, the Marquis de Laatenae/^ 


CHAPTER W. 


THE CAIMAmO. 

The Marquis de Lantenac, — ^henceforth we will call 
him by his name, — replied gravely,— 

You are right. Deliver me up/^ 

The man continued,— 

** We are both at home here ; you in the castle, I in the 
thicket.” 

« Make an end of it. Do your work. Give me up/* 
said the marquis. 

The man continued,— ' 

You were going to the farm of Herbe-en-Pail, were 
you not?” 

** Yes.” 

: « DoMt go there.** 

««Why?” , , 

“Because the Blues are there/* 

A® How long since ? ” 

“ Did the inhabitants of the farm and the hamlet make' 
any resistance?” ' . V . ^ 

“ Fo, they opened all the doom** , 

«Ahi” said the marauis. ■ ; 
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The man pointed to the roof of the farmhouse, which 

eoBid be seen some distance awaj, above the trees. 

Do you see the roof, monsieur le marquis ? 

Do you see what is above it ? " 

Floating 

Yes. 

It is a flag/^ 

The Tricolor/^ said the man. 

This was the object which had already attracted the 
marquis s attention when he was on the top of the dune 

Are they not sounding the tocsin ?” asked the mar- 
quis. 

Yaq 

“ Why ? ” 

“ Eyidently on your account.” 

“ But it can’t be heard.” 

“ The wind prevents it.” 

“ YeT^” seen your placard ?” 

“ They are searching for yon ; ” and glancing towards 
^^sjj'dded, “ There is a half battalion there.” 

Of repubicans ? ” 

Parisians.” 

V marquis, “let us go on.” 

And he took a step m the direction of the farm. 

Ine man seized him by the arm. 

Don't go there.” 

And where would you have me go ? 

Home with me.” 

The marquis looked at the beggar. 

A rnarquis, my home is not fine, but it is safe. 

A hut lower than a cave. For a floor, a bed of seaweid 
r ceiling, a roof of branches and grass. Come You 
would be shot at the farm. Witlf me you S i to 
Blues ■ 1 ?’^ ; s,nd to-morrow morning the 

please.’^ ^ whereve? you 

The marquis, scrutinized the man. 

vou rem7bl,-f.®V^® f ® ^ marquis. “ Are 

you republican ? Are you a royalist ? ” ■ 

“ I am poor.” 

“Neither royalist, nor republican ? ” 
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tMnk nol^® 

Are you for or against the kmg?^ 

“ I have no time for that.” 

« What do you think of what is going on?” 

«« I have nothing to live on.” 

Why do you come to my assistance?” 
saw that you were an outlaw. What is the law? 
So one can be out of it. 1 don’t understand. As for me, 
am I ill the law ? am 1 out of the law ? I know nothing 
about it. To die of hunger, is that to be in the law?” 

How long have you been dying of hunger?” 

All my life.” 

And you wish to save me ?” 

Yes.” 

««Why?” 

‘‘Because 1 said, ‘There is another poorer than L 1 
have the right to breathe, he has not.’ ” 

“ It is true. And you would save me ? ” 

“ Surely. We are brothers, monseigneor. 1 ask Dot' 
bread, you ask for life. We are both beggars.” 

“ But do you know that a price has been put on my 
head?” 

“Yes/^ 

“ How did you know ? ^ 

“I read the placard.” 

“ You know how to read ? ” 

“Yes, and to write, too. Why should 1 be a brute?” 

“ Then, since you know how to read, and since you have 
read the placard, you know that the man who betrays me 
will win sixty thousand francs.” 

“I know it” 

“Not in assignats/ 

Yes, I know, in gold.” 

“ Do you know that sixty thousand francs is a fortune f ^ 

“Yes” 

“And that the one who will deliver me up will make 
Ms fortune?” 

“ Well, what next ? 

“ His fortune ! ” 

, “ That is just what I thought. When 1 saw you, I said 
to myself, ‘Only think of it, the one whohetrays this very 
man, will win sixty thousand fraiacs and pfake big fortune ! 
Det us.liasten to ^nceal Mim® . 
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The marquis followed the poor man. They entered a 
thicket. Here was the beggar’s don. It was a sort of 
room that a grand old oak had let this man have in its 
heart._ It was hollowed out under its roots, and covered 
with its branches. It was dark, low, concealed, out of 
sight. _ There was room for two people in it. 

“ I foresaw that I was going to have a guest,” said the 
beggar. 

This sort of underground dwelling, more common than 
one would suppose in Brittany, is called in the languao-e 
of the peasants, “ carnichot'' This name also applies to 
hiding-places made inside of thick walls. 

It was furnished with several pots, a pallet of straw or 
seaweed, washed and dried, with a tiiick covering of ker- 
sey ; some tallow dips, with a tinder-box, and hollow twin’s 
of furze for matches. 

They bent down, crept along a little way, entered the 
room, cut up into odd compartments by the great tree- 
roots, and sat down on a heap of seaweed, which formed 
the bed. i he space between two roots, where they entered 
and rvhich served as a doorway, let in some light. Hip-ht 
had come, but the eye adjusts itself to darkness, and there 
is always a trace of light to be found in darkness A 
reflection of moonlight threw a mysterious pallor over the 
entrance. In a corner there was a jug of uniter, a loaf of 
buckwheat bread, and some ehestmfl-s! 

“Let us have some supper,” said the poor man. 
r-t the chestnuts; the marquis added his piece 

ci biscuit ; they bit the same loaf of buckwheat, and drank 
from the jug one after the other. 

They talked together. 

The marquis began to question the man. 
to ymi9» anything happens or not, it is all the same 

ar^Jou^SS” s^gneurs, you people. These 

“ But what happens- — 

“Happens beyond our reach.” 

The beggar added, “And then there are other tninn'C! 
happening still farther away from ns, the sun risinp' the 

He took a sip from the jug, and said,— 
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What good, fresh water ! ” Then he added, How 
do you like this water, monseigneur ?” 

« What is your name ? ” said the marquis. 

My name is Tellmarch, and they call me the caimand.^'^ 

“ I know. Oavmcmid is one of your provincial words.’’ 

Which means beggar. They have named me besides, 
the old man.” He continued : ‘‘ For forty years I have 
been called the old man.” 

Forty years ! Why, you are young.” 

“ I never was young. You a.re alwa^^s young, monsieur 
le marquis. You have the legs of twenty, jmu climb up 
the great dune ; as for me I can hardly walk at all ; a 
quarter of a league tires me out. Still, we are of the same 
age ; but the rich have an advantage over us, for they eat 
every day. Eating preserves one.” 

After a silence, the beggar continued: ^‘Poverty and 
riches — it is a troublesome problem. That is the cause 
of calamities. At least, so it seems to me. The poor 
want to be rich, the rich, do not want to be poor. I be- 
lieve that is at the bottom of it. I don’t mix myself up 
with it. Events are events. I am neither for the debtor 
nor for the creditor. I know that there is a debt and that 
it is being paid. That is all. I should have liked it better 
if they had not killed the king, but it would be difficult 
for me to tell why. In reply to that they tell me: But 
once they used to hang men to trees for nothing at all. I 
myself have seen a man with a wife and seven children 
hanged for shooting one of the king’s deer. There are 
two sides to be considered.” 

He was silent again, then added,— 

Yon understand. I don’t know exactly, people come 
and go, and things happen, but as for me, I am up among 
the stars.” 

Tellmarch stopped again to think, then continued, — 

“ I am a little of a bone-setter, a little of a doctor. I 
am familiar with herbs, and have some experience with 
plants ; the peasants see me in a brown study and that 
makes me pass for a sorcerer. Because I dream, they 
think I know:'' 

“ You belong to this country ?” asked the marquis. ■' 

“ I have never been out of it.” 

. “Do you. know, me 

. . ®*.',Certainly. . The last, time I. saw you was when-you 


80 


WmMTT-THBES. 


passed tliroiigh here, two y ears-ago. T on went from here 
to England. Just now I noticed a man on tlie top of tlie 
dime. A tall man. Tall men 'are rare; Brittany is a 
country of small men. I looked carefully. , I had read 
the placard. I said wait ! And when you came down, it : 
was moonlight and I recognized you.” 

‘‘But I do not know you.” 

“ You have seen me, but you never looked at me.” 

And Telimarch, the caimand^ added, — 

“I used to see you. A beggar does not look with the 
same eyes as the passers-by.” 

“ Have I ever met you before?” 

“ Often, for I am your own beggar. I was the poor man' 
at the foot of the road to your castle. You used to give 
me alms, sometimes ; but the giver pays no attention, the 
re(ieiver watches and observes. A beggar is a >spy. But 
as for me, though often sad, I try not to be a malicious 
:py. I held out my hand, you saw the hand only, and 
you dropped in it the alms which I needed in the morning 
JO keep me from dying of hunger at night. I have some- 
times been twenty-four hours without eating. Sometimes^ 
a sou saved my life. I owe life to you. I give it back to 
you.” 

“ ’Tis true, you are saving me.” 

“ Y es, I am saving you, monseigneur.” 

And Telii uarch’s voice grew serious. 

“ On one c ondition ” 

“ What is V hat?” 

“ That you io not come here to work evil” 

“ I eome hei e to do good,” said the marquis. 

“ Let us go to sleep,” said the beggar. 

They lay down side by side on the bed of seaweed. 
The beggar fell asleep immediately. The marquis, ah 
though very tired, remained absorbed in thought for. a 
time, then he looked at the poor man in the darkness, 
and jay down again. Lying on this pallet was like lying 
on the ground ; he took advantage of it to put his ear to 
the earth and listen. There was a dull humming under- 
ground ; sound is known to be propagated under the earth ; 
he heard the noise of the bells. 

The tocsin was still sounding. 

The marquis fell asleep. 
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. , CHAPTER?;, 

■ ' , , SIGISTED GAUVMM.^*" 

• '"'WmB^ he awoke it was day. 

The beggar was up, not in the hut, for there was not 
room to stand upright there, but outside near the entrance. 
He was leaning on his stick. The sun shone on his face. 

“Monseigneur,” said Telimarch, “it has just struck 
four from the belfry of Tanis. 1 heard the four strokes. 
So the wind has changed, it is blowing off shore : I hear 
no other sound, so the tocsin has ceased. Everything is 
quiet at the farm and in the hamlet of Herbe-en-PaiL 
The Blues are ;)ither asleep, or have gone. The worst 
of the danger is over; it would be wise for us to separate. 
It is my time for going away.” 

He indicated a point on the horizon. 

I am going that way.” 

He pointed in the opposite direction. 

“You must go this w^ay.” 

The beggar saluted the marquis solemnly. 

Pointing to what was left of the supper he added 2 
“ Carry the chestnuts with you, if you are liungry,” 

A moment later, he had disappeared among the trees. 

The marquis rose and went in the direction Tellmaroh 
had pointed out to him. 

It was the charming morning hour called in the old 
N'ormaii peasant tongiie, the “piperette du jour,” — the 
song sparrow of the day. The finches and hedge spar- 
rows w'ere chirping. The marquis followed the path 
by wiiich they had come the night before. He left the 
thicket and was again at the parting of the roads marked 
by the stone cross. The placard w^as still there, white 
and aniiost gay in the light of the rising sun. He 
remerahered that there was something at the bottom of 
the placard which lie could not read the evening before 
because the letters were so small, and there was so little 
light, .He: went up to the "pedestal of the cross* The 
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placard ended, Just under the signature, ^^Pbietjr be 
Makiste” with these two lines in small characters; 
«The identity of the former Marquis de Lantenac verified, 
he will be immediately executed. Signed : Chief of bat- 
talion, commanding the reconnoitring coiiimii, Gauvaix/ 
Gauvain I ” said the Marquis. 

He stopped in deep amazement, his eyes fastened on the 
placard. 

“ Gauvain ! ” he repeated. 

He started off, turned back, looked at the cross, re» 
traced his steps and read the placard once more. 

Then he walked slowly aw^ay. If any one had been 
near him, they would have heard him murmur in an 
undertone; Gauvain!” 

At the foot of the cross road where he was stealing 
along, the roofs of the farm, which lay behind him to his 
left, could not he seen. He was skirting a steep height, 
ail covered with furze in bloom, of the species called long- 
thorn. The summit of this height was one of those 
points of land called in the country a hure or head. At 
the foot of the height the view was abruptly lost in the 
trees. The foliage was, as it were, soaked in light. Ail 
nature rejoices deeply in the morning. 

Suddenly, the landscape became terrible. It was like 
an ambuscade bursting forth. A strange deluge of wild 
cries and gunshots fell over the fields and woods full of 
sunlight, and in the direction of the farm a great smoke 
pierced by bright flames arose, as if the hamlet and the 
farm were nothing hut a bundle of straw burning. It 
was sudden and fearful, an abrupt change from peace to 
madness, a burst of hell in the clear dawn, a horror witL 
out warning. They were fighting near Herbe-en-Pail« 
The marquis stopped. 

There is no one, who, under similiar circumstances 
would not have felt that curiosity is stronger than dan- 
ger; one must know, if he has to die in consequence. He 
climbed up the height, at the foot of which passed the 
hollow path. From there he might be seen, but he could 
see. In a few moments he was on the ^^hure.” He 
looked about him. 

To be sure there was firing and afire. The noise could 
be heard, the fire could he seen. The farm was the centre 
of some strange calamity. ' What was it ? Was the farm 
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•f Herbe-en-Pail attacked ? And by -whom ? Was it a 
battle ? Was it not rather a military execution ? The 
Blues, as they had been ordered by a revolutionary de- 
cree, very often punished refactory farms and villao-es 
by setting them on fire ; to make an example of them 
they burned every farm aud every hamlet which had not 
felled the trees prescribed by law, aud which had not 
opened passages through the thickets for the republican 
cavalry. This had been notably carried out, and very 
recently, in the parish of Bourgon, near Ernee. Mhis 
Herbe-p-Pail in the same condition ? It was evident that 
none of the strategic openings ordered by the decree had 
been made in the thickets and hedges of Tunis and 
Herbe-en-Pail. Was this the punishment ? Had the ad- 
vance guard now occupying the farm received orders f 
Was not this advance-guard a part of one of those investi- 
gating columns called colonnes iv-fernaUs, or columns of 
hell. 

The height on the summit of which the marquis had 
taken up his place of observation, was smTounded on 
every side by a very wild, dense thicket. This thicket 
called the grove of Herbe-en-Pail, hut which liad the pro! 
portions of a wood, extended as far as the farm, and hid 
in its depths, like all Breton thickets, a network of ra- 
vines, paths, and byways, labyrinths where the republican 
armies would lose themselves. ^ 

The execution, if it w'ere an execution, must have been 
cruel, for it was short. Like all brutal things it was soon 
over. The atrocity of civil warfare admits of such 
cruelties. While the marquis, multiplying his coniec- 
tures, hesitating to go down, liesitatiiig to remain 'wis 
listening and watching, this din of extermination ceased" 
or rather was dispersed. The marquis was aware of 
something in the tiiicket like the scattering of g,, 
infuriated and joyous troop. There was a frio-lit-fnl 
swarming under the trees. They were rushing from the 
farm into tlie woods. Drums were beating. ISm more 
firing was heard. It was now like a battue ;'Yfley seemed 
to be hunting about, pursuing, tracking; it was evident 
that they were in search of some one: the noise was 
widespread and deep; it wms a medley of words of mtrpr 
and of triumph, a clamorous uproar'; nothing could '^he 
distinguished; suddenly, as a feature stands out against 
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gmokOj somethiBg became articulate and certain in tMs 
tumuik It was a name, — a name repeated by a thousand 
Yoices, and the marquis heard clearly this cry, — 
^^Lantenac! Lantenac! the Marquis de LantenacI ” 
lie was the one for whom they were searching. 
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Stri>i>EOT,Y all around him, and on every side at once, 
Ihe thicket was filled with guns, bayonets, and swords, a 
tricolored flag arose in tiio shade, the cry of “ Lantenac I ” 
burst on his ear, and at his feet through the brambles and 
branches passionate faces appeared. The marquis was 
alone, standing on a summit which could be seen from 
every point of the wood. He could hardly see those who 
were crying his name, but ail could see him. If there 
were a thousand guns in the woods, he was a target for 
them. He could distinguish nothing in the thicket but 
eager eyes fixed on him. 

He took ofi; Ms hat, turned up the rim, broke a long, 
dry thorn from a furze-bush, drew a white cockade from 
his pocket, fastened the brim and the cockade back to the 
crown of the hat with the thorn, and putting the hat on 
his head again, so that the raised rim' showed Ms fore- 
head and his cockade, he said in a loud voice, speaking to 
the whole f orest at once, — 

l am the man you are seeking, I am the Marquis de 
Lantenac, Viscount de Fontenay, Prince of Brittany, 
Lieutenant-general of the armies of the king. Make an 
end of it. Aim! Fire!’’ 

And opening Ms goat-skim vest, he exposed Ms bare 
breast.. 

He dropped Ms eyes, looking for the pointed guns, and 
saw himself surrounded with men on their knees. 

A great cry arose: «Long live LantenacI Long live 
moiiseigneur ! Long live the general ! ’’ 

At the same -hats were thrown in the air, swords 
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ioiiriBlied Joyfully^ md througliotit the whole tliicket 
sticks were seen rising -with brown woollen caps whirling 
on the end of them* 

It was a Vendean band^ which. siiiToiiiicled him* This 
band fell on their knees when they saw him. 

A legend runs that in the old Thiiringiaii forests there 
used to be strange beings, a race of" giants, more or 
less than men, who were considered by the Eomans as 
horrible beasts, and by the Germans as diyine incarna- 
tions, and who, according to the occasion, ran the risk of 
being exterminated or worshipped. 

The marques felt something the same as one of these 
beings must have done, when, expecting to be treated as 
a monster, he was straightway w^orshipped as a god. 

All these eyes, full of a terrible fire, were fixed on the 
marquis with a sort of savage love. 

This tumultuous crowd was armed with guns, swords, 
scythes, poles, sticks; all had large felt hats, or brown 
caps, with white cockades, a profusion of rosaries and 
amulets, wide breeches open at the knee, sheepskin 
Jackets, leather gaiters, bare legs, long hair, and while 
some looked fierce, all had a frank expression in their faces. 

A young, handsome-looking man made his way through 
the kneeling soldiers, and v/ith long strides went up 
towards the marquis. Like the peasants, this man wore 
a felt hat with turned-up rim and a white cockade, and a 
sheepskin Jacket, but his hands were white and his linen 
fine, and he wore outside his vest a scarf of white silk, 
from which hung a sword with a gold hilt. 

When he reached the liure, he threw down Ms hat, 
unfastened his scarf, knelt on one knee, presented scarf, 
and sword to the marquis, and said,-— 

‘‘ We were searching for you, and we have found you., 
Here is the sword of command. These men are nowi 
yours. I was their commander, I am promoted to a 
higher rank, I am your soldier. Accept our homage, 
monseigneur. Give your orders, general.’^ 

Then he made a sign, and the men bearing the tricolored, 
flag, came out of the woods. They climbed up to where 
the marquis stood, and laid down the flag at liis feet. It 
was the flag he had just caught a glim,pse of through the 
trees. 

^ said the .young mm who had presented; him 
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with the sword and scarf, ^rhis is the flag we have jiigf 
taken from the Blues, who were at the farm of Herbe-en-' 
Pail. Moiiseigneiir, my name is Gavard. I belong to the 
Marquis de la Roiiaire.’’ 

« Very good ” said the marquis. 

And, calm and serious, he put on the scarf. Then he 
drew the sword, and waving it above his head, he said,™ 
“Stand, and long live the king!” 

All rose to their feet. And through the depths of the 
wood sounded a wild, triumphant shout : “ Long live the 
king! Long live our marquis 1 Long live Laiitenac I ” 
The marquis turned towards Gavard. 

“ How many are you 
“ Seven thousand.” 

As they were going down from the height, and while 
the peasants tore away the underbrush before the steps 
of the Marquis de Lantenac, Gavard continued, — 

“ Moiiseigneiir, nothing could be more simple. Every- 
thing is explained by a w^ord. The people were only 
waiting for a spark. The notice posted up by the 
republicans, in making known your presence, has roused 
the country to insurrection for the king. Besides, we had 
been secretly informed by the Mayor of Granville, who is 
one of our men, and the same who saved the Abb4 
Ollivier. Last night they sounded the tocsim” 

^‘For whom?” 

For yon ” 

Ah ! ” said the marquis. 

And here we are,” added Gavard. 

And there are seven thousand of yon 
«« To-day. To-morrow there will be fifteen thonsand- 
It is the contingent of the country. When Monsieur 
Henri de la Rochejaquelin set out to Join the Catholic 
army, they sounded the tocsin, and in one night six 
parishes, Isernay, Corqueiix, Echaubroignes, Aubier% 
Saint- Aiibin, and Nueil, raised ten thousand men for Mnci. 
They had no ammunition, hut they found sixty pounds of 
blasting-powder at a quarry-master’s, and Monsieur de la 
Rochejaquelin set out with that. We were quite mm 
that you would be somewhere in this forest, and we were 
searching for you.” 

“And you attackt4 ^ Blues at the farm of Hembe 
sn-Pail?” 
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Tvitli the sword and senrt ^this is the flag we have tagl 
taken froio the IMiies, wiio were at the fa,rm of FlerbeW 
Pail. :yoiiseigneun niv name is Ga^aircL I belong to the 
Alarifuis cle hi 

\'h-a’y gvH'cl*'^ said the marquis, 
x\iKiealni ami Simifius, he put on tlie sear! Then he 
drew the sword, and waving it alcove ids liead^ lie saicl^««. 
^<‘Sta!!Ch and lung live the kingP’ 

All ruse to tinar And through the depths of the 
snundrsi a wild, iriimiphant shout : Long live the 
king! Lmig live onr niurcpns ! Long live Lantenac!^* 
Themarquis lurned tcovards Oavard, 

How many are jam r” 

^SSeveu ilionsMiiclu 

As they were going down front tJu:Uidgiit 5 and while 
the peasants lore avray t!m tuiderbrush l)efore the steps 
of tl'ie ^larqnis df^. Lanieiime (lavard cam tinned, — 

^hMnnsc'igmair, lanJiing ivmld be more siinpka Every- 
thing is explained by a Wtnrd. The people \vere only 
waiting for*pt spark. d1io notice posted up by the 
repiibliean.s, i!i making kmuvn your presence, has roused 
liie country to insiirreciimi for tiie king. Besides, had 
been secret!}’* informed !^y the 3!'ayor of Granville, who is 
one of our men, and thc^ same saved the AbM 
Ollivier. Last night they soimded the fcocsiiid^ 

For whom? 

For jwai.” 

Ah! said the marquis* 

And here we are,^’ added Gavard* 

And there are seven thoiisaiicl of you 
«^To-da.y. To-morrow there wi.ii be fifteen tbousami. 
II is tlie" contingent . of the country. When Monsieur 
Henri de la Rociiejaqiieliii set out to Join the Catholio 
array, they soiiiidkl the tocsin, and in one night six 
parishes, isernay, Corqueux, Echaubroigiies, Aubiers, 
Saint- Aiibin, and*']STieil, raised ten thousand men for him. 
They had no amninriition, but they found sixty pounds of 
blasting-pow^der at a qiiarry-masteFs, and Blonsieiir de la 
Rochejaqueliii set out wntli.tlmt. We were quite sure 
that you would be somewhere in this forest, and we were 
searching for you,’’ 

“And you attaokt4 .4tie Jslues at the farm of Herbe 
eakpail?’’ 
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The wind had prevented their hearing the toscin. They 
inspected nothing ; the people of the hamlet, who are a 
set of louts, had received them well. This morning we 
invested the farm, the Blues vrere asleep, and a turn 
of the hand the thing was done. I have a horse. Will 
you condescend to accept it, general ? ” 

«Yes.” 

A peasant led forward a white horse in iiiilitary harness. 
The marquis, without making use of the assistance Gavard 
oiferecl him, mounted the horse. 

“Hurrali!” cried the peasants, for English cries are 
very much employed on the Breton coast, which has com 
stant intercourse with the Channel Islands. 

Gavard gave the military salute, and asked, — 

Where wdll your headquarters be, monseigneur ? ” 

** At first in the forest of Fougr^es.” 

That is one of your seven forests, marquis.” 

We must have a priest.” 

We have one.” 

«Who?” 

The vicar of La Ciiapelle-Erhree.” 

I know him. He has made the voyage to Jersey ” 

A priest stepped out of the ranks and said,— 

Three times.” 

The marquis turned his head. 

“Good-morning, vicar. You are going to have some 
business.” 

“ So much the better, marquis.” 

“You will have many to confess. Those who wish it. 
We force nobody.” 

“ Monsieur ie Marquis,” said the priest, Gaston, at Gu^- 
m6nee forced the republicans to confession.” 

“ He is a wig-maker,” said the marquis ; “ but death 
should be free.” 

Gavard, who had gone to give some orders, returned, — 

“ General, I await your command.” 

“At first the rendezvous will be in the forest of 
Fougeres. Let the men disperse and go there.” 

“ The order is given.” 

“Didrdt you tell me that the people of Herbe-en-Pai! 
had received the Blues well ?” ■ ■ ■ 

, “Yes, general.” 

■“pidyou ■■ 
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“Did you bum tbo bamlefc?*' 

“No.” 

“llTsMes tried to defend themselves, but tliey were 
a hundred and fifty, and we were seven thousand. 

« Who are these Blues? 

« Wto OTclered the drums to beat while the king’s head 
was being cut off. So it is a Parisian battalion? 

“ A half battalion.” 

« What is it called 

« General, ‘ Battalion of Bonnet-Eouge ’ is on their flag. 
“Wild beasts.” 

“ What is to be done with the wounded r 

« Put an end to them.” , . „ 

“ What is to be done with the prisoneis i 
“Shoot them.” 

“There are about eighty." 

“ Shoot them all.” 

“There are two women.” 

« Shoot them also.” 

“ There are three children. ’ 

“Bring them here. We will see what can be done 
'^^d^S marquis started off on his horse. 


CHAPTER m 

HO MEECY : THE WATCHWOED OP THE COMMUNE. NO QUAE- 
TEE : THE WATCHWOED OP THE PEINCBS. 

While this was taking place near Tanis, the beggar 
was travelling toward Crollon. He penetrated the ravines, 
under vast hollow' bowers, inattentive to everything, at- 
tentive to nothing, as he had said himself, dreaming rfdher 
than thinking, for thoughts have an aim, hut dreams teve 
none, wandering, roving, stopping, eating here_ and there 
a hunch of wild sorrel, drinking from the sprmgs, occa- 
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sionalljr raising his head to catch distant sounds, tb.eii 
returning to the dazzling fascination of nature, sunning 
his rags, perhaps hearing the noise of men but listening 
to the songs of the birds. 

He was old and slow ; he could not go far ; as he had 
said to the Marquis de Lantenac, a quarter of a league 
wearied him ; he took a short cut toward la CroiK-Avraii- 
chin, and it was evening when he returned, 

A little way beyond Macey, the path that he followed 
led over a sort of culminating point free from trees, from 
which one could see a long distance, and follow the whole 
horizon from the west to the sea. 

His attention was attracted by smoke. 

ISTothing is more gentle than smoke, nothing more fright* 
fuL There is the smoke of peace, and the smoke of 
villany. Smoke, the density and color of smoke, it makes 
all the difference between peace and war, between brother* 
hood and hatred, between hospitality and the grave, be- 
tween life and death. Smoke rising through the trees 
may signify the most charming thing in the world, the 
hearth ; or the most terrible, a conflagration ; and all the 
happiness, as well as all the unhappiness of man, is some- 
times centred in the very thing scattered to the wind. 

The smoke that Tellmarch saw was alarming. 

It was black, with now and then a sudden gleam of 
redness, as if the coals from which it came W’ere irregular 
and had begun to die out, and it rose above Herbe-en* 
Pail. 

Tellmarch hastened towards this smoke. He was very 
weary, hut he was anxious to know what it was. He 
reached the top of a hill adjoining the hamlet and the 
farm. 

Neither hamlet nor farm was there. 

A heap of ruins was burning, and this was Herbe-en- 
Pail. 

It is a more impressive sight to see a hut burn than a 
palace, A hut on fire is lamentable. Devastation falling 
on misery, a vulture attacking an earthworm, there is a 
strange contrariety about it that oppresses the heart. 

According to the Bible story, the sight of a conflagra- 
tion changes a human being to a statue ; Tellmarch was 
for a moment such a statue. The spectacle under his 
eyes Mw immovab^ This destruction was going 



on in silence. Not a cry arose ; not a hmnan sigli 
mino-led with the smoke; this furnace was struggling to 
devour this village, and succeeding, without a sound save 
the snapping of the timbers and the crackling of the 
thatch. Occasionally, the smoke cleared away, tiie roofs 
fallen in, displayed the yawning rooms, the brazier 
showed its rubies, scarlet rags and poor old crimson 
colored furniture appeared in these vermilion interiors, 
and Tellmaroh was dazed with the viciousness ot the dis- 

^^Soine trees belonging to a chestnut-grove next the 
houses had taken fire and were blazing up. 

He listened, trying to catch the sound oi a voice, an 
appeal, a cry ; nothing stirred except the fliunes ; all was 
silent except the fire. Had all of them fled ? 

Where was that group of people living and working 
at Herbe-en-Pali? What had become of this little people ? 

Tellmarch came down from the hill. 

A funereal enigma confronted him. He approached it 
slowly and wdth a steady gaze. He advanced toward 
this ruin with the slowness of a shadow ; he felt like a 
phantom in this tomb. ^ , 

He reached what had been the door of the farmhouse ; 
and he looked into the court, which now was without walls 
and was confounded with the hamlet grouped around it. 

What he had seen before was nothing. He had only 
seen the terrible as yet,— the horrible appeared to him 

now. , , , , 1 

In the middle of the court, there was a black neap, 
vaguely outlined on one side by flames, on the other by 
the moon ; this heap was a pile of men ; these men were 

dead. ^ , , . 

All around this heap there was a great pool,_ smoking 
a little; the fire was reflected in this pool ; but it had no 
need of fire to make it red ; it was blood. 

Tellmarch approached it. He began to examine, one 
after another, these prostrate bodies ; all were corpses. 

The moon was shining; the fire too. 

These corpses were solclici’s. All were barefooted i 
their slices had been taken off ; their weapons had been 
taken awav, too ; they still had on their uiiifornis, which 
were blue," Here and there, in the heap of limbs and 
heads, could be seen hats full of holes with trioolored 
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Boekades, They were republicans. They were the Par- 
isians who, the day before, were there all alive, keeping 
o'arrisonin the farm of Herbe-en-Pail. Ihese men had 
been executed ; this was proved by the syminetnaal posi- 
tion of the bodies: they had been struck down on the 
spot, and with care. They were all dead. Not a death- 

rattle sounded from the heap. _ -n t ?<■ 

Tellmarch passed the corpses in review without omit- 
tinsc a single one ; all were riddled with bullets. 

Those who had shot them, probably in haste to go else- 
where, had not taken time to bury them. . 

As he was going away, his eyes fell on a low wail in 
the courtyard, and he saw four feet protruding from 
behind the corner of this wall. 

These feet had shoes on ; they were sm^ler than the 
others ; Tellmarch went towards them. They were the 

feet of women. .n..„n . 

Two women were lying side by side behind the wall , 

they also had been shot. 

Tellmarch bent over them. One of these women woie 
a sort of uniform : beside her was a cask, broken ana 
empty ; she was a vivandiere. She had four bullets in 
her head. She was dead. 

Tellmarch examined the other. She -was a peasant 
woman. She was pallid and her mouth was open. Her 
eves were closed. There was no wound _ on her head. 
Her clothing, which her wearisome wandering had doubt- 
less torn to rags, had come open in her fall, and exposed 
her half-naked body. Tellmarch pushed them open still 
more and saw a round wound made by a bullet in her 
shoulder; her collar-bone was broken. He looked at her 
livid breasts. 

“A nursing mother,” he murmured. 

He touched her. She was not cold. 

She had no other injury than the broken collar-Done 
and the wound on her shoulder. , „ 

He placed his hand on her heart and felt a feeble flut- 
tering. She was not dead. ... . -i,!- 

Tellmarch I’ose to his feet and cried in a terrible 

voice: — , 

“Is there nobody here?” . . . 

“ It is you, the caimand !” replied a voice, so low that 

he could hardly hear it. 
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And at the same time a head appeared from a hole ia 

fell© TllillS* 

Then another face appeared in another place. 

They were two peasants, who were hiding; the only 
ones who had survived. 

The familiar voice of the caimand had reassured them, 
and brought them out of the nook where they were 

crouching. ^ ^ ^ , , 

They came up to Tellmarch still all of a tremble. 

Tellmarch could have screamed, but he was unable to 
speak: such are deep emotions. ^ 

He pointed to the woman stretched out at his feet. 

“Is she still alive?” said one of the peasants. 

Tellmarch nodded assent. 

“ Is the other woman alive?” asked the other peasant. 

Tellmarch shook his head. 

The peasant who appeared first added, — ■ 

“ All the others are dead, are they not ? I saw it all. 
I was in my cellar. How one thanks God in times like 
these for not having a family ! My house was burned. 
Lord Jesus! they have killed them all. This woman 
had children. Thi-ee children, all little things! The 
children cried: “Mother!” The mother cried: “My 
children!” They killed the mother and carried away 
tlie children. I saw it all, my God ! my God ! my God! 
Those who massacred them all have gone. They were 
satisfied. They took away the little ones and killed the 
mother. But she is not dead, is she ; she is not dead ? 
Tell me, caimand, do you believe you can save her? Do 
you want us to help you carry her to your carnichot?” 

Tellmarch nodded assent. 

The woods touched the farm. They quickly fashioned 
a litter out of leaves and brakes. They placed the woman, 
still motionless, on the litter and started to go through 
the thicket, the two peasants carrying the litter, one at 
her head, the other at her feet, while Tellmarch held the 
woman’s arm, and felt her pulse. 

As they went along, the two peasants talked, and, over 
the bleeding woman, whose pale face was lighted up by 
the moon, they gave utterance to exclamations of dismay. 

“All killed!” 

“ Everything burned I ” 

“Ah, Lord God! Is this the way it is going to be now?” 
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« It was that tall old man who wanted it done.” 

« Yes, he gave the orders.” _ 

“ I did not see him when they were shooting. W as he 

he had gone. But it is all the same: it was all 
done by his order ” 

“ Then he was the one who did it all/ 

« He said : ^ Kill ! Burn I Ko quarter I ' '' 

He is a marquis.” 

Yes, for he is our marquis.” 

What do they call him ? ” 

He is Monsieur de Lantenac.” ^ ^ 

Tellmarch raised his eyes towards heaven first, ana 
muttered between his teeth, — 

If I bad known it I ” 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE STREETS OE PARIS AT THIS PERIOD. 

The people lived in pnbiic, they ate from, tables spread 
in front of their doors, tlie women sat on church steps 
making lint and singing the Marseillaise ; Fare Monceaux 
and the Luxembourg gardens were parade grounds ; there 
were smiths’ shops in full blast at every crossing ; they 
made guns under the eyes of the passers-by, who ap« 
plauded them ; this was the word in everybody’s mouth : 
^‘'Patience, we are in the midst of revolution.” The 
people smiled heroically. They went to the play as they 
did in Athens during the Peloponnesian War ; there were 
notices posted at the corners of the streets : ^‘ The Siege 
of Thioiiville.” The Mother of a Family Rescued from 
the Flames.” 

The Club of Sans Souci.” 

The Oldest of the Popes Joan.’^ 

The Philosopher-Soldiers.” 

^^The Art of Loving in the Village.^' 

The Germans were at the gates ; it was rumored that 
the king of Prussia had engaged boxes at the opera. 
Everything was frightful and nobody was frightened. 
The mysterious law against the suspected, Merlin de 
i)onai’s crime, made the guillotine threaten the heads of 
ail, A denounced lawyer^ named Seram wt by hw win- 
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dow, ill dressing-gown and slippers and played tbe 
while waiting to be arrested. 

Nobody seemed to have time enough. Everybody wa§; 
in haste. Not a hat without a cockade. The women 
•said : The red cap is becoming to us. Paris seemed to be 
full of removals. The brio-d-brac shops were encumbered 
with crowns, mitres, sceptres of gilded ivood and deco, 
rated with fleurs-de-lis, the relics of royal houses : the de- 
struction of the monarchy was in progress. In old-clothes 
shops there were copes and rochets to be had for the ask^ 
ing. At the Porcherons’ and at Ramponiieau’s, men 
decked out in surplices and stoles, mounted on asses, 
caparisoned with chasubles, had wine from the public- 
house poured into a cathedral eiboria. In Rue Saint- 
Jacques, barefooted street-pavers stopped a pedler’:: cart 
with boots and shoes to sell, clubbed together, and bought 
fifteen pairs of shoes to send to the Convention for our 
soldiers. 

Busts of Franklin, Rousseau, Brutus, and it most be 
added, of Marat, were everywhere; underneath one of 
these busts of Marat, in Rue Cloche-Perce, was hung up 
under glass, in a black wooden frame, a speech against 
Malouet, with testimony in support of it and these two 
lines on the margin : 

""These details were given me by Sylvian Bailly’s mis- 
tress, a good patriot who was kindly disposed toward me. 
Signed : Marat.” 

In the Place du Palais-Royal, the inscription on the 
fountain : Qiiantos effmidit in usiis ! was covered over 
with two great pictures painted in distemper, one repre- 
senting Cahier de Gerville denouncing the rallying cry 
of the "" Chiffonistes of Arles to the Rational i assembly 
the other, Louis XVI., brought back from Varennes in his 
royal coach, and under this coach a plank fastened bj 
ropes, on each end of which was a grenadier with fixed 
bayonet. 

Few large shops were open ; haberdashers^ and toy 
shops on wheels were dragged about by women, and were 
liglited with candles, the tallow dripping over the goods; 
stalls in the open air were kept by ex- nuns in blonde wigs ; 
one stocking-ineiider, darning stockings in a stall, was a 
countess : another seamstress was a marchioness : Madame 
de 'Bouffiers lived in a garret, from which she could see: 



her own mansion. Street criers went about offering 
newsnapers. Those who wore cravats hiding their chins 
SSEed “4crouelleux "-scrofulous. Strolling singers 
swarmed. The crowd hooted Pitou, the royahst song- 
writer, formerly so popular, because he had been im- 
prisoned twenty -two times, and was brought betoie the 
revolutionary tribunal for having slapped his hind- 
quarters in pronouncing the word_ 

Ms head was in danger, he exclaimed: “But it is the 
opposite of my head, which is guilty! ’ this made the 
fudges laugh, and saved him. This same Pitou made fun 
bf the fashion for Greek and Latin names^; his favorite 
song was about a cobbler named “Cujus, ' and whose 

wife he called “ Cujusdam.’’ _ , 

The7 made revolutionary songs and dances, tney no 
longer said gentleman and lady, but citizen and citizeness. 
They danced in ruined cloisters, with clmrcli lamps on the 
altar, with two sticks crossed and bearing four candles 
under the arched roof, and tombs ben^th then* 

They wore blue tyrant jackets. They had libm'ty 
cap” shirt pins made of red, white, and blue stoims. ^ Kue 
Richelieu was called the Street of the Law ; the Faubourg 
Saint- Antoine, was called the Faubourg of Glory; there 
was a statue of hTature in the Place de la Bastille. 

Certain well-known characters were pointed out : Onate- 
let, Didier, Nicolas, and Garnler-Delaunay, who stood 
guard at Duplay the carpenter’s door ; Voullaut, who 
never missed a guillotine day, and followed the wagons 
carrying the condemned, and who^ called it, “ going to the 

red mass”; Montflabert, a revolutionary juror, and a niar- 

quis, who called himself ‘‘Dix-Aoiit ” (tenth of August.) 

People watched the pupils of the Military School as 
they passed by ; they were termed by -tlm decree of tlm Con- 
vention ‘‘aspirants to the School of Mars, and by the 
people, “Robespierre’s pages.” 

The people read the proclamations of Freron, denounc- 
ing those suspected of the crime of “ negotiantism. 
Young swells collected at the door of the mayoralty, to 
scoff at civil marriages, placing themselves in the way ot 
the bride and bridegroom and saying ; “ married civilly. 
At the Invalides the statues of saints and kings had on 
Phrygian caps. They played cards on the curbstones at 
the crossings ; playing-cards, too, were in a state of rev® 
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olution; kings were replaced by genii; qoeens, by tlie 
Ooddess of Liberty ; knaves, by Equality personified ; 
and aces, by characters representing Law. 

They tiiied the public gardens ; they ploughed up the 
gardens of the Tuileries. With all this, especially among 
the conquered parties, was mingled a strange, haughty 
weariness of life ; a man wrote to Fouquier-Tinville, — 
Have the kindness to release me from life. Here is 
my address.” Champeenetz was arrested for having cried 
out in full sight of the Palais-Royal : When wull the rev- 
olution of Turkey be ? I want to see the republic d la 
PotUP 

Newspapers were everywhere. Wig-makers curled 
women’s wigs in public, while the master read the Mo7ii- 
teiir aloud ; others, surrounded by a crowd, made com- 
ments, with vehement gesticulations, on the journal En- 
iendons-notcs^ belonging to Dubois-Crance, or tlie TrompUe, 
du Phre Belle-rose. Sometimes, barbers were also pork- 
butchers ; and hams and chitterlings might be seen hanging 
beside a dummy with golden hair ; Merchants sold wines 
of the emigres on the public streets ; one merchant pro- 
claimed wines of fifty-twro sorts ; others sold second-hand 
harp-shaped clocks, and diichesse sofas ; one wig-inaker had 
this for a sign ; “ I shave the clergy, comb the hair of the 
nobility, accommodate the Third Estate.” 

“ People went to have their fortunes told by Martin, 
number 173 Rue d’ Anjou, formerly Rue Dauphiue. There 
was lack of bread, there was lack of coal, there was lack 
of soap; numbers of milch cow^s might be seen passing 
along as they came from the provinces. At la Yallee, 
iamb sold for fifteen francs a pound. An order of the 
Oomiimne assigned a pound of meat to each person every 
ten days. The people formed in line in front of the shops ; 
one of these lines has become famous ; it reached from the 
door of a grocer’s shop in Rue du Petit- Carreau to the 
middle of Rue MontorgueiL Forming the line, was called 

holding the cord ” on account of a long rope which those 
in file held in their hands one behind another. The wmmen 
were brave and sweet in their misery. They spent wdiole 
nights awaiting their turn to enter the bakers’ shops. 
Expedients were used with success during the revolution; 
this universal distress was alleviated by two perilous 
means, the assignat and the maximum ; the assigrnat was 
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the lever the maximum the fulcrum. This empiricism 
was Se saving of France. The enemy, both m Coblentz 

qnd in London, gambled in assignats. 

* Girls went about selling lavender water, garteis, and 
braids of hair, and dabbling in stocks. C)n the Perron, ui 
Pne Vivienne there were stockbrokers with dirty shoes, 
l^easv E an^ trimmed with fox tails, and 

maalets from Rue de Valois, in polished boots, tooth- 
nicks in their mouths, shaggy hats on their heads, to w-iom 
spoke familiarly: The people wen m pursuit 
of th“ra as they did of the thieves, whom the royalists 
Sllecf“ active citizens.” Beyond this, there was very 
Mttle theft. Cruel destitution, stoical integrity. The 
bSefooted and the starving, with eps sol^mily cast do vvn 

nassed by the windows of the 3 ewelry shops in the 1 aUis 

Kt/^ While the Section Antoine was searching the 
house of Beaumarchais, a woman pipked a flowei in the 
cardeu ; the people boxed her ears. V ood cost foui hun- 
dred francs in silver, a cord; people could.be seen ni die 
stroets sawim'' up their beds for wood ; in winter-tuna, 
the foinitainsVere frozen: two pails of water 
sous- everybody turned water-carrier, Louis dot 
was worth Uiree thousand, nine hundred and fifty fi™- 
4 rkle in a hackney-coach costsix hundred francs. After 
using a hackney-coach for a day this conversation was 

Dverlieard : — , t *559 

Coacliaiau, liow mucli do I owe you t 
Six thousaud francs.” 

A o‘reeii2:rocer woman made twenty thousand francs a 
dav A be^^ffar said: ‘‘For the sake of charity, assist 
me! I need" two hundred and thirty livres to pay for 

™AftLe entrance to the bridges might he seen colossal 
fio-ures sculptured and painted by David, which Mercier 
insulted by calling them; “Enormous wooden puppets.^ 
These enormous figures represented Federalism and 
Coalition overthrown. No faltering among this people. 
The gloomy ioy of having made an end of thrones. Voi- 
auteers abounded, exposing their breasts. ^Eacli street 
had its battalion. The flags of the districts canie and 
went, each with its own device. On the flag of the dis- , 
trict of the Capueins was this inscription : “ Nobody shall 
shave us.” 0^ another: “ No more nobility except, la 
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the lieart.^ On every wall there were placards large, 
small, white, yellow, green, red, printed, and written, with 
this exclamation s Long live the Republic ! ” The little 
children lisped : Ca ira /” 

These little children were to be the great future. 

Later on, the tragic city was succeeded by the cynical 
city ; the streets of had two very distinct aspects during 
the revolution, before and after the ninth Tliermidor ; * 
the Paris of Saint-Just gave place to the Paris of Tai- 
lien ; and, these are the continual antitheses of God ; 
immediately after Sinai, la Courtille appeared. 

An outburst of public madness now appeared. It was 
a repetition of what had been seen eighty years before. 
The people left Louis XIV. as they left Robespierre, with 
a great need for breath ; hence the Regency which opens 
the century and the Directory with which it closes. Two 
saturnalia after two reigns of terror. France fled from the 
puritan cloister as from tlie monarchical cloister, w’ith tlie 
Joyfiilness of an escaped nation. 

After the ninth Tliermidor, Paris was gay, insanely gay. 
An unliealthy Joy burst forth. The frenzy of dying was 
succeeded by 'tlie frenzy of living, and grandeur outdid 
itself. They had a Trimalcion, called ‘‘ Grimod de la 
ReafnMre ; they had the Almanack des QourmxmdsA 
They dined to the sound of trumpets in the entresols of 
\he Palais Royal, with orchestras of women beating the 
“drum and sounding the trumpet. 

The rigodooner ” reigned, bow in hand; they took 
supper « in oriental fashion atMeot’s house, surrounded 
with perfumes. The artist Boze, painted his daughters, 
cliarmiiig, innocent girls of sixteen years, “ eii guillotines, ” 
that is to say ill low-necked dresses with red underwaists. 

The boisterous dances in the ruined churches were 
followed by the balls of Riiggieri, of Luc|uet Wenzel, of 
M'audiiit, of la Montansier; serious women making lint, 
were followed by sultanas, savages, iiymplis; barefooted 
soldiers covered\vith blood, mud, and dust, were followed 
by barefooted women decorated with diamonds; dishon- 
esty appeared simultaneously with immodesty ; it had 
its purveyors in the upper classes, and associations of 
thieves in the lower classes ; a swarm of pickpockets filled 
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Paris and ewrybody was obliged to keep watch over Ms 
that was his poeketbook; it was one of the pas- 
“iS; to tbe pWdu-P.lalB.<le.J.«ioe to the 

women thieves on the stool; they were obliged to fasten 

“'S Siptotrltot t..e,theatres st.-eetobojs offered 
cabs saying “ citizen and citizeness theie is loom foi two , 
t £• no longer cried “The old Franciscan ” and the 
« F'riend of the People,” but in their places “ 1 unch s 
Letter ” and “ The Rogues’ Petition ; the Marqum de 
Sade presided over the Section des Piques, iii Place \ en- 

The reaction was jocund and ferocious ; the “ Dragons 
of Liberty ” of ’92 came to life again under the name oi 

C'hevaliers of the Dagger.” At the same time, there 
appeared in the booths the type, Jocrisse. lliey had 
“ The Wonder,” and besides these marvellous women the 
Mncouceivables,” they swwe by the ^^ paole victi^, 
and the pnole verte / ” they retrograded from Miiabeau 

to BobSche. . . i 

Thus Paris sways to and fro; it is the enormous pend.- 
11 him of civilization; it touches alternately one pole 
and then the other, Thermopylse and Gomorrha. After 
’9:1, tlie. Revolution passed through a singular occulta- 
tion, the century seemed to forget to finish what it 
had begun, some strange orgy was interposed, took the 
foreo-rovmd, pushed the frightful apocalypse in to the back- 
grmiiid, veiled the inordinate vision, and burst into a 
laugh after the fright; tragedy disappeared in parody, 
ami on the edge of the horizon, carnival smoke mysteri- 
ously effaced Medusa. 

Rut in ’93, where we now are, the streets of Paris still 
liad all the grandiose and wild appearance of the begin- 
ning. They had their orators; there was Varlet, who 
went about in a booth on wheels, from the top of which 
he harangued to the passers-by; they had their heroes, 
one of which was called “ the captain of the iron-tipped 
sticks.” They had their favorites — Guffroy, author of the 
pamphlet “ Rougiff.” * Some of these popular favorites 
were mischievous ; others were healthful. One among 
them all was honest and fatal ; he was Cimourdain. 


ceased to appear. May ^ 1781. 
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CHAPTER IL 

•^ilMOUBDAIN. 

Ctmourdain- was a pure-minded but gloomy man. He 
had the absolute ” within him. He had been a priest, 
which is a solemn thing. Man may have, like the sky, a 
dark and impenetrable serenity; that something should 
have Caused Jiight to fall in his soul is all that is required. 
Priesthood had been the cause of night within Cimour- 
dain. Once a priest, always a priest. 

Whatever causes night in our souls may leave stars. 
Cimoiirdain w^as full of virtues and truth, but they shine 
out of a dark background. 

His history -was quickly told. He had been a village 
priest and a tutor in a great family ; then a little inher- 
itance fell to him, and he became free. 

He was, al)Ove all, an obstinate man. He made use (jf 
meditation as one does of pincers, he believed that he 
had no right to leave an idea till he had thought it out to 
the end ; he thought desperately. He knew all the lan- 
guages of Europe and others somewhat ; this man studied 
ceaselessly, which helped him to keep his chastity, but 
there is nothing more dangerous than such repression. 

As a priest he bad, though pride, chance, or loftiness of 
soul, kept his vows; but he had not been able to keep his 
belief. Science had destroyed his faith ; dogma had van- 
ished in him. Then examining himself, he had felt as 
though he were mutilated, and being unable to change 
himself as a priest, he tried to make himself over as" a 
man, but in an austere fashion ; he had been deprived of 
a family, he adopted his country ; he had been refused a 
wife, he espoused humanity. Such vast repletion is at 
bottom emptiness. 

His parents, peasants, in making a priest, of him, had 
wished to remove him from the people ; he had come back 
'to,the„people.. 

And he had returned with passionate fondness* He re* 
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priest, tlren philceophel, ^ feel dinilv tliat 
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great years of the H of the Bastille, the end 

all its commotions: in 89 “f, teenth of June, 
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faS^ ijhfbe also a Pallas, with Medusa’s head for a 

Imckler He wished that her divine eye might he able m 
ttoe of need to cast an infernal glare at the demons a 
pay them back terror for terror. 

«'Miiety-ttoe?™wa? tS’war of Europe against Fr^ce, 

«rdd of France against Paris. And what was the Kev- 

ohhiou’ irwas^the victory of France over Europe, and 
T?uk ova? France. Hence the immensity of that 
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greater than 


all the rest of the 


terrible inomeM, 

^^Nothing could be more tragic than Europe attacking 
France and France attackhig Paris. A drama with epic 

proportions. m. i. 

“ Ninety -tliree ” was a year of Intensity. 1 he storm was 
rao-ing then in all its fury and all its grandeur. Ciniour- 
clain ftdt at ease in it. This life of bewilderment, savage and 
splendid, suited Ills spread of wings. This man, like the 
sea-eap’le, possessed a deep, internal composure, together 
with a taste for external clanger. Certain winged creat- 
ures, ferocious and calm, are made to struggle against 
niightv winds. Souls of the tempest, like these, exist. 

He was capable of exceptional pity, which he reserved 
alone for the wretched. To the kind of suffering which 
causes horror, he was ready to devote his life. Nothing 
was loathsome to him. In this consisted his charactenstio 
kindness. He was hideously ancl divinely helpful. _ He 
sought for ulcers that he might kisjs them. Fine actions, 
ugly in appearance, are tlie most difficult to perfurui ; tlicse 
he preferred. One day, at the Hotel-Dieu, a man was 
dying, choked by a tumor in his throat, a horrible, leticl 
abscess, possibly contagious, and which liad to be emptiecl 
at once. Ciraourdain was there. He applied Ins inouth 
to the tuinoi', sucked it, splitting out as his mouth nllecl, 
emptied the abscess, and saved the mail’s life. As he was 
still wearing the priest’s robes at this time, some one 

you should do that for the king, you would be made 
^ “'would not do it for the king!” replied Cimour- 

action and tliis reply made liim popular in the 

dismal quarters of Paris, i *4.1 4-’ 

So much so that he could do what he pleased with those 
who suffered, those who wept, and those who threatened. 
At the time of the indignation against the monopolists,-— 
an iiidio’iiation so prolific in error,— 4 t was Ciinouidaiii 
.who, without a word, prevented .the plundering of a yesse 
laden with soap at the Saint^lSTicliolas quay, and scattered 
the infuriated mob who -were stopping the .carnages at, 
the barrier of Saint-Lazare. - a 4. 1 A 

. Jt was he who® tea days after the , tenth of August, leo 
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the people to overthrow the statues of the kings. In their 
fall they killed; in Place Vend6me, a woman, Reine 
Violet, was crushed by Louis 

she had put a rope that she was pulling. This statue of 
XIV. had been standing a hundred years; it uas 
erected the twelfth of August, 1692 ; it was pulled cloum 
the twelfth of August, 1792. In the 1 lace de la Concoi de, 
a man named Guinguerlot, was beaten to death 
pedestal of Louis XV. for having called the demolisheis 
rascals. The statue was broken to pieces. Later, they 
made it into sous. One arm alone escaped ; it was Louis 
XV.’s rie-ht arm that he extended with the gesture ot a 
Roman emperor. It was at Cimourdain’s request that the 
people sent a deputation to carry this arm to Latude, the 
man who had been buried thirty-seven years m the Lastille. 
When Latude, vdth the iron collar about his neck, and 
chains about his loins, lay rotting alive in the bottom of 
this prison, by order of the king wdiose statue doinxiiated 
Paris, w'ho could have told him that this prison would 
fall ? that this statue would fall ? that he would escape 
from the tomb, and that the monarchy would enter in ? 
that he, the prisoner, would be master of this bionze 
hand which had signed his warrant? and that nothing 
would be left of this king of mud but this brazen arm? 

Cimourdain was one of those men who have a voice 
within them ,' and who listen to it. Such men seem absent- 
minded; they are not; they are all attention. 

Cimourdain knew everything and nothing. He knew 
everything about science, and nothing at all about lite. 
Hence bis inflexibility. His eyes were bandaged like 
Homer’s Themis. He had the blind certainty of the,arrow, 
which sees only the mark and flies to it. _ In a revolution, 
nothing is more terrible than a straight line. Cimourdain 
went straight ahead, as sure as fate. 

Cimourdain believed that, in social geneses, the extreme 
point is the solid earth ; an error peculiar to minds which 
replace reason with logic. He went beyond the Conven- 
tion ; he went beyond the Commune ; he belonged to the 

EvSchA , • 

This convention, called the Eveche because it holds its 
meetings in a hall of the old Episcopal palace, was rather 
a complication of men thmi an assembly. There, as at 
the Commune, were seen silent and significant spectators 
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who, as Garat said, had as many pistols about them as 
pockets. The Eyeohe was a strange mixture, — a mixture 
both cosmopolitan and Parisian, •which is not a contradic- 
tion, for Paris is the place where the heart of nations 
beats. There was the great plebeian incandescence. 
Compared to tlie Ev&che, the Convention was cold, and 
the Commune lukewarm. The Eveche was one of those 
revolutionary formations, like volcanic formations. _ The 
Eve.ch6 was made up of everything : ignorance, stupidity, 
integrity, heroism, anger, and the police. Brunswick had 
ao'ents in it. There were men in it worthy of Sparta, and 
nren w^orthy of the galleys. Most of them were mad but 
honest. La Gironde, through the mouth of Isnard, tem- 
' porary president of the Convention, had uttered this 
monstrous prediction, — 

‘‘136 on your guard, Parisians. TLlicr© will not be left 

one stone on another of your city, and people will one day 
search for tlie place w'here Paris stood.” 

This speech created the Evech4. There were men, and, 
as we have just said, men of all nations,_who had felt the 
need of gathering close about Paris. Cimourdain joined 

this group. . Ti. 1 1 ! 

This group reacted against reaction. It was born oi 
that public need of violence, which is the teiiible and 
mysterious side of revolutions. Strong in this force, the 
Ev5che began its work immediately. In the commotion 
of Paris, the Commune made use of the cannon, the 
Ev6ch4 sounded the tocsin. 

Cimourdain believed, in his implacable ingenuousness, 
that everything is right in the service of truth; this lit ted 

liiiii for ruling tli6 cxtroroc parties. Rascals felt tuat he 
was honest, ^md were satisfied. Crimes are flattered to 
be presided over by a virtue. It both restrains them and 
pleases them. Palloy, the architect, who planned the 
destruction of the Bastille and sold the stones to Ins own 
profit, and who, when appointed to whitewash Loins 
XVI.’s dungeon, in Ms zeal covered the wall with bars, 
chains and iron collars ; Gonchoii, the suspected orator of 
the faubourg Saint- Antoine, whose receipts ^w^ere atter- 
wards found; Foixrnieor, the Araericaii, who, oii the 
seventeenth of July, fired a pistol at Lafayette, winch it 
was said Lafayette had paid for ; Henriot, who came out 
of Bicetre, and had been valet, mountebank, thief and spy 
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before lie was a general, and levelled Ills guns at tlie con.^ 
%^entioii; La Re3mie, formerly grand vicar of Chartres, 
who had replaced his breviary v/ith Fmr. Duchesne ; all 
these men respected Cimourdain, and at times, ^all that 
was necessary to keep the worst of them from flincliiiig, 
was to let them feel this terrible, convincing frankness 
before them in judgment. 

In this wa^r, Saiiit-Jnst terrified Schneider. ^ , 

At the same time, the majority of the Eveche, com- ' 
posed largely of poor, violent ■ men, who were good, 
believed in Cimourdain and followed him. He had as 
vicar, or aide-de-camp, as one pleases, another republican 
priest, Danjoii, whom the people loved because he was so 
tall, and they had christened him. the Abbe Six-Pieds, or 
Six-‘Feet. Cimourdain had led tliat iiitre^pid chiefj called 
General la Pique, wherever he pleased, and also that bold 
Troclioii, called the Graiid-ISrichoias, who tried to save 
Madame de Lambalie’s life, by giving her his arm, and 
making her jump over the corpses ; which would have 
been successful had it not been for the barber Carlot’s 
cruel jestings. 

The Coiiiiiiiine wadched the Convention, the Eveche 
watched tlie 'Comraiiiie; Cimourdain, a Just mind, and 
loathing intrigue, had broken many a mysterious thread 
in the "hands" of Pache, vrhom Beuriionville called the 
«‘man in black.” Cimoirrda,in, at the Eveche, was on an 
equality with everybody. He was consulted by Dohsent 
and Mornoro. He 'spoke Spanish to Gusman, Italian to 
Pio, English to Arthur, Fiemish to Pereyra, German to 
the Austrian Proly, bastard son of a prince. He created 
an understanding between these discordant elements. 
Hence bis situation was obscure but strong. Hebert 
feared him. 

Cimourdaiii had, at this time, and among these tragic 
groups, the power of the fates. He was a spotless man 
who thought himself infallible. Nobody had ever seen him 
shed a tear. Unapproachable, icy virtue. He was the 
frightfully just man. ‘ 

lliere was no half way for a priest in ' revolutioii. . A 
priest could only give liiniseif up to this prodigious and 
atrocious cliance, from the- lowest or the highest motives; 
he must be infamous or sublime. Cimourdain was sub 
lixna,but sublime in isolation, in inaccessibility, in inhos 
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pitaMe gloom ; sublime when siirroitncled by precipices. 
The lofty mountains have such forbidding virginity, 
Gimoiirdain had the appearance of an 0]''diria,ry man, 
dressed in common clothes, poor in aspect. Whei'i yoiirig, 
lie had been tonsured ; when old, he was bakL The little 
hair lie had was gray. His forehead Vvas broad,' and on 
this forehead there was a sign for a close observe!'. Cini- 
ourdain had an abrupt, impassioned, and solemn way oi: 
speaking;- his voice, stern, "his tone pereiiiptory; his 
mouth sad and bitter ; his eye clear and penetrating, and 
over all his face there ivas a strange look of scorn. 

Such was Ciraourdain. 

Ho one to-day knows his name. History has more than 
one such terrible Uiiknown. 


CHAPTER IIL 

A IJEEL VOX DIPPED IK THE STYX, 

Was such a man really a man ‘? Could the servant of 
the human race have any atfection ? Had he not too miieli 
soul to have any heai't ? " This world- vide eml:)race, whieli ' 
took in all and everytliing, could it reserve itself for any 
one person ? Could Cl raourdain love ? Let us answer, Y es. 

When he was young, and a tutor in an almost |aincely 
mansion, he had one pupil, the son and heir of the family, 
and lie loved him. It is so easy to love a cliild. What 
uan one not forgive a child? One can pardon liim for 
being a seigneur, a prince, a king. Tlie innocence of his 
tender year's makes one forget tire crimes of Iris race; the 
feehleiiess of the creature makes one forget the exaggera- 
tion of rank. He is so small that pardons him for 
being great. The slave pardons bun for being the master. 
The old negro worships the little white boy. 

Cimourdaiii had conceived a passion for his pupil. 
Childhood is so ineffable that one can pour out all one’s 
affection on it.. All the power of loving in Cimoiirdain 
had, so to speak, fallen on this child; the sweet, innocent 
being had become a sort of prey to. this heart ccmdemiied 




m 

to solitude. He lo¥ed him with all the tenderness at once 
of father, brother, friend and creator. He was Ms son, 
the son not of his flesh, but of his spirit. He was not his 
father, and this was not his work ; but he was the master, 
and this was his masterpiece. Of this little lord he had 
made a man. Who knows ? a great man, perhaps. For 
such are dreams. Unknown to the family,— does one 
need permission to create an intelligence, a will, an 
integrity ?— he had communicated to the young viscount, 
his pupil, all the progress that he had in himself, he had 
inoculated him with the dreadful virus of his virtue ; lie 
had infused into his veins his convictions, his conscience, 
his ideals ; into this aristocratic brain he had poured the 
soul of the people. 

The mind suckles, intelligence is abreast. There is an 
analogy between the nurse giving her milk, and the teacher 
giving his thought. Sometimes the teacher is more the 
father than the father himself, just as the nurse is more 
the mother than the mother herself. 

This deep spiritual paternity liound Cimourdain closely 
to his pupil. The mere sight of this child touched him. 

Let us add this : it was easy to replace the father, for 
the child had no father ; he was an orphan ; his father 
was dead, his mother was dead ; he had no one to watch 
over him but a blind grandmother, and a great uncle who 
was away. The grandmother died ; the great uncle, the 
head of the family, a soldier and possessed of great estates, 
appointed to offices at court, avoided the old family castle, 
lived at Yersailles, went to the army, and left the orphan 
alone in the solitary towers. So the tutor was master in 
every sense of the word. 

Letms add this, besides; Cimourdain had seen the child 
who had been his pupil, born. The orphan child when 
very small had had a serious illness ; Cimourdain, at this 
time of danger, had watched over him day and night ; the 
physician attends the patient, the nurse saves life, and 
Cimourdain had saved the child. His pupil owed to him 
not only his education, his instruction, his knowledge, 
but he owed to him his recovery, and health ; Ms pupil 
not only owed to him his thoughts, but he owed to him 
Ms life. We adore those who owe everything to us. 
Cimourdain adored this child. 

The natural separatioa of their lives came aboui : Wheis 
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his education was completed, Cimourdain was obliged to 
leave tlie child, grown to a young man. With what cold 
and unconscionable cruelty those separations are made ! 
How calmly families dismiss the teacher who has left his 
thought ill a child, a nurse who leaves in it her love, 
Oimoiirclaiii, paid and send away, left high life, and went 
back to the lower ranks of society ; the partition between 
the great and the lowly was closed again ; the young lord, 
an officer of birth and instantly made captain, set out for 
a garrison somewhere ; the humble tutor already in the 
bottom of his heart an unsubmissive priest, hastened to 
go clown again to that dark ground-floor of the church, 
called the lower clergy, and Cimourdain lost sight of his 
pupil. 

The revolution had come ; the memory of this being, of 
wlioni be had made a man, continued to smoulder in him, 
hidden but not extinguished by the immensity of public 
matters. 

To model a statue and. give it life is a noble work ; to 
model an intelligence and give it truth, is still nobler. 
Cimourdain was the Pygmalion of a soul. 

A mind can have a child. ^ 

This pupil, ' this child, this orphan, was the only being 
on earth that he loved. 

But, . even in such an affection, was such a man 
vulnerable ? , , ' 

We shall see. 
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BOOK SECOm 

THE PUBLIC HOUSE OP EUE DU PAOM» 


CHAPTER I, 

MIKOS, JEACUS^ AU^D RHADAMAKTHUS® 

Is- Eue du Paon there -was a p-uhlio house, called a 
(>qfe This cafe had a back room, which is now historical. 
It was there that men, so powerful and so closely watched 

that tlie-Y hesitated to speak to one another m piibiiCj 
occasionally met almost secretly. It was there., on the 
twenty4hird of October, 1792, that the fanioiis kiss was 
excha'rm'ed bet ween la Montague and la Oironde. Although 
he does not admit it in his Memoires, it was there that 
Garat came for information that gloomy niglit., when he 
stopped his carriage on the Port-Royal, to listen 
tocsin, after lie had put Claviere in a place of safety in Rue 

de Beaune. ' 

On the twen tv-eighth of June, 179b, three men ivere 

gathered around a table in this back roc)m. ^ 

did not touch ; they were seated on different sides of ^ the 
table leaving the fourth vacaiit.^ It was about eight 
o’clock ill the evening ; it was stilHight in the streeu, hut 
dark in the back room, and a hanging lamp, then a luxury^ 
lighted the table. 

The iirst of these three men^ was pale, young, soienin, 
with thill lips, and a cold face. He had a nervous twitching 
in his cheek, which must have hindered him from siiiilmg. 
He was powdered and gloved, there was not a wrinkle m 
his light blue coat, well brushed and buttoned up. He 
wore nankeen breeches, white stockings, a high cravat a 
plaited shirt frill, shoes with silver buckles. ^ 

The two other men were one, a sort of giant, tlie other 
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a sort of dwarl The tall man was carelassly dressed in 
a loose coat of scarlet cloth, his neck bare in a necktie 
aiifasteiied and falling below his shirt frill, bis vest open 
for lack of buttons ; he wore top-boots; his hair was in 
disorder, tlioiigii it showei-i traces of having been dressed, 
and there was horse-hair in his wig. His face was pitted 
with smallpox, he had an angry frown between his eyelids, 
a kindly pucker in the corners of his mouth, thick lips, 
large teeth, a porter’s hand, flashing eyes. The small 
man was yellow, and looked deformed wdien he wms 
seated ; he carried his head thrown hack, his eyes were 
bloodshot, there w'ere livid spots on his face ; he wore a 
handkerchief tied over his smooth, greasy hair; he had 
no forehead, and a terrible, enormous mouth. He wore 
tong pantaloons, slippers, a W'aistcoat wdiich seemed to 
have been white satin once, and over this waistcoat, a 
loose jacket, in the folds of which a hard straight line 
betrayed a dagger. 

The first of these men was called Eobesp>!erre ; the 
second, Dan ton ; the third, Marat. 

They were alone in this room. In front of Danton stood 
a glass and a wine-bottle covered with dust, suggesting 
Luther’s beer-glass. ; in front of Marat, a cup of coffee; in 
front of Robespierre, papers. 

Near the papers was seen one of those heavy leaden ink- 
stands, round and ridged, which will be remembered by 
those who were schoolboys in the beginning of this century. 
A pen was thrown, down beside the inkstand. On the 
papers was placed a large copper seal bearing the words, 

Palloy fecit,” and which formed an exact miniature 
model of the Bastille. 

A map of France was spread out io the centre of the 
table. 

Outside the door was stationed Marat’s watcli-dog, that 
Laurent Basse, porter at number 18 Rue des Cordeliers, 
who, the thirteenth of July, or about two weeks after this 
twenty-eighth of June, was to strike the head of a woman 
named Charlotte Corday, with a chair ; she was at this 
time ill Caen, dreaming vague dreams. Laurent Ba,sse 
was the printer’s devil of' the Ami clu FeupU, This 
evening he had been brought by his master to the cafe in 
Rue du Paca, and ordered to keep the room closed where 
Jiaratg Danton^ and Robespierre , were^ and not to let 
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anybody enter unless it were some one from tlie Com- 
mittee, of Public Safety, from the Commune, or the 
Ev^clie. 

Robespierre did not wish to close the door against 
Saiot-Jiist, Danton did not wish to close it against Pache, 
Marat did not wish to close it against Gusman. 

The conference had already lasted a long time. Its 
subject was the pile of papers on the table which Robes- 
pierre had been reading. The voices began to grow 
higher. Something like anger was brewing between these 
three men. Outside, loud words were occasionally heard 
from within. At this period the custom of public tribu- 
nals seemed to have created the right to listen. It was 
the time when Fahricius PMs, the copying clerk looked 
through the key -hole to see what the Committee of Public 
Safety was doing. Which, by the way, was not in vain, 
Sor it was P^ris who warned Danton the night of the 
thirtieth of March, 1794. Laurent Basse had put his ear 
to the door of the back room where Danton, Marat, and 
Robespierre were. Laurent Basse served Marat, but he 
belonged to the Ev§che. 


CHAPTER IL 

MAGKA TESTAKTUB VOCE PER FMBEAS. 

Danton had just arisen, quickly pushing back his 
chair. 

‘‘Listen,” he cried. “There is only one urgency, the 
Republic in danger. I know but one thing, that is to 
deliver France from the enemy. For that all means are 
good. All! All! All! When I am dealing with every 
danger, I have recourse to every expedient, and when I 
fear everything, I risk everything. My thought is a 
lioness. No half-way measures, no prudery in revolution. 
Nemesis is not a prude. Let us be frightful and usefuL 
Does the elephant look where he puts his foot? Let us 
crush the enemy.” 

Robespierre replied gently,— 
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I am willing’,” and he added, « The question is tohnow 
where the enemy is.” 

It is outside, and I have driven it there,” said Dan ton. 

« It is within, and I am watching it,” said Robespieriu 

« And I will drive it out again,” replied Dantoii. 

« You cannot drive away an internal enemy.” 

What can be done then ? ” 

“ It must be exterminated.” 

“ I give my consent,” said Danton in his turn, and he 
continued : “ I tell you it is outside, Robespierre.” 

“Danton, I tell you it is within.” 

« Robespierre, it is on the frontier.” 

“Danton, it is in Vendee,” 

“ Calm yourselves,” said a third voice “ it is every 
where ; and you are lost.” 

It was Marat wdio spoke. 

obespierre looked at Marat and replied calmly, — 

Truce to generalities. I am -^xact. Here are the 
facts.” 

“ Pedant I ” grumbled Marat. 

Robespierre placed his hand on the pile of papers before 
him, and continued, — 

“ I have just read you the despatches from Prieur de 
la Marne. I have just communicated to you the informa- 
tion given by this Gelambre. Danton, listen, foreign war 
is nothing, civil wurr is everything. Foreign war is a 
scratch on the elbow ; civil war is an ulcer which eats 
your vitals. This is the result of all that I have just read 
to you: La Vendee until now scattered among several 
chiefs, is on the point of concentrating herself. She is 
henceforth going to have a single captain 

“ A central brigand,” murmured Danton. 

“ He is ” continued Robespierre, “ the man landed near 
Ponterson the second of June. You have seen what he 
is. Notice that this landing coincides with the arrest of 
the acting representatives, Prieur de la Cote d’ Or and 
Rom me at Bayeux, by the traitorous district of Calvados, 
the second of June, the same day.” 

“And their removal to the castle of Caen,” said Danton. 
Robespierre went on : — 

“ I will continue the summing up of the despatches. 
The forest war is organizing on a vast scale. At the 
same time, a descent from the English, is in preparation,;- 
8 - ■ 
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Yeiicleans -and English; that is, Britain with Brittaliy. 
The Hiiroiis * of Fiiiisterre' speak the same language as' 
the Topinamboiis f of Cornwall. I have laid before your 
eyes an ..intercepted letter from Piiisaye, in 'which it says 
that ‘ twenty tho.usamcl redcoats distributed among the 
insurgents will raise a hundred thousand.’ When the 
peasant insurrection is completed, the 'Engiish 'will make 
their descent. This is the plan, follow it on the map.” 

Robespierre placed his fiiiger on the map and coii» 
tinned, — 

The English have the choice of landing from Cancale 
to Paimpol. Craig wmuld pre'fer the bay o'f Saint- Brieuc ; 
Cornwallis, the bay of Saint-Cast. That is mere detail. 
The left bank of" the Loire is guarded by the Rebel 
Veiideaii army, and for twenty-eight leagues' of open 
country between Ancenis and Pontorson, forty N'oriiiaii 
parishes have promised their aid. The invasion will be 
made at three points, Plerin, Iffiniac, and Pleiieiif ; from 
Pleriii they will go to Saint-Brieuc, and from Pleiieuf to 
Lairiballe;" the second day, they will reach Dinan, where 
there are nine hundred English prisoners, and at the same 
time they will occupy Saint Joiian and Saiiit-M4eii, and 
will leave cavalry there ; the third day, two columns will 
go, one toward Jouan-sur-Bedee, the otlier to Dinan-sur- 
Becherel, wdiich is a natural fortress, and where they will 
set up two batteries ; the fourth clay, they will be at 
Rennes. Rennes is the key of Brittany. Whoever has 
Rennes has all. If Rennes is taken, Chfiteauneiif and 
Saint-Malo will fall. There are a million cartridges and 
fifty field- pieces at Rennes.” 

Which they would sweep away,” murmured Danton. 

Robespierre continued,— 

‘‘I will finish. From Rennes, three columns will attack 
—one, Fougeres ; one, Vitre ; the other, Redon. As the 
bridges are cut away, the enemy will provide themselves 
with pontoons and madriers, — you have seen this fact, 
stated precisely, — and they will have guides for the 
points where the cavalry can ford. From Fougeres they 
will radiate to Avranches ; from Redon, to Ancenis ; and 

Huroiis : name originally given to the peasants who took part in 
toe Jacquerie, or popular revolution against the nohles.-- Tr, 

Topinamhom : name of a tribe in ; applied to any de* 

glided population.— Tr. 
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from Vitr^t to LavaL ¥antes mil surrender, Brest will 
surrender, Redon opens the way the entire length of the 
Vtlaiiie,, Foiig€U’6s gives them the road -to Normandy, 
Vitre gives them the road to Paris. ■ In two weeks ■ they 
will have an army, of brig\ands, with ■three hundred 
thousand men, and all Brittany will belong to the King* 
of France.” ’ . . ■ 

«« Tiiat is to say, to the King of England,” said Daiitoii. 

«Ko, to the King of France,” 

And Robespierre added, — 

«The King of France is wmrse. A foreigner can be 
driven out in fifteen days, but it takes eighteen hundred 
years to root out' a monarcliy.” 

Dantoii, who had sat down again, put his elbows o.ii the 
table and rested his head in his hands, deep in thought. 

You see the danger,” said Robespierre, ^^Yitre gives 
the road to Paris to the English.” 

Daiiton raised his head and brought his two great 
clenched hands down on the map, as tlioiigli it were an 
anviL ^‘Robespierre, didn’t Verdun open the way to 
Paris for the Prussians ? ” 

“Well, we will drive out the English as we drove out 
the Prussians.” 

And Danton rose from his seat again. 

Robespierre laid his cold hand on Dantoii’s feverish 
fingers, “ Danton, Champagne was not for the Prussians, 
and Brittany is for the English, To recapture Verdun 
was foreign war; to recapture Vitre is civil war.” 

And Robespierre muttered in a cold, deep voice,-— 

“ A serious difference.” ■ 

He added,— 

“ Sit down again, Danton, and look at the map instead 
of pounding it Vith your fist.” 

But Danton clung to his own opinion. 

“ That is carrying it too far I ” he exclaimed, “ to look, 
for the catastrophe in the west, when it is coming in the 
east. Robespierre, I agree with you that England is lis- 
'.ing on the, ocean;., but Spain is rising from the Pyrenees; 
but Italy, is rising from. the .Alps, and Germany is rising 
across the Rhine/ .' And the. gre.at Russian Bear is at the 
bottom of it. .Robespierre,. ■ the danger is Jn a circle, and 
we are witMn it« Coalition without, treason witbliit 
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Ill the South, Servant has left the door of Prance 
ajar for the king of Spain. In the hlorth, Dumouiiez 
is passing over to the enemy. Moreover, he has always 
threatened Holland less than Par’s, Nerwiiide wipes out 
Jemmapes and Valmy, The philosopher, Radaiit Saint- 
Etienne, a traitor, like the Protestant that he , is, corre- 
sponds with the courtier Montesquieu. The army is re- 
duced. There is not a battalion now with more than four 
hundred men; the brave regiment of Deux Fonts is 
reduced to a hundred and fifty men ; the camp of Pamars 
has surrendered; there are no more than five liiiiidred 
bags of flour left at Givet ; we are falling back on Landau ; 
^Rirmser pressed Kleber ; Mayence is yielding bravely; 
Cond4, cowardly ; Valenciennes, also. But this does not 
prevent Chancel, who is defending Valenciennes, and old 
Feraud, who is defending Cond4 from being two heroes^ 
as well as Meunier, who was defending Mayence. But all 
the others are traitors; Dharville, at Aix-ia-Chapelle ; 
Mouton, at Brussels; Valence, at Breda; Meuilly, at 
Limbourg; Miranda, at Maestriclit; Stengel, a traitor; 
Lanoii, a traitor; Ligonnier, a traitor; Menou, a traitor; 
Dillon, a traitor ; — hideous com of Dumouriez. We ought 
to make examples of them. Custine’s countermarches 
look suspicious to me ; I suspect Custine of preferring the 
lucrative prize of Frankfort to the useful prize of Coblentz, 
Frankfort can pay four millions of war tribute. Grant It. 
What is that compared to crushing that nest of refugees ? 
Treason, I call it. Meunier died the thirteenth of June ; 
Ki4ber is alone. Meantime, Brunswick is increasing and 
advancing. He sets up the German flag in all the French 
places that he takes. The Margrave of Brandenburg is 
the arbiter of Europe; he pockets our provinces, he will 
appropriate Belgium, you will see; one would say that 
we were working for Berlin, If that goes on, and if we 
do not see to it, the French Revolution will have been made 
for the benefit of Potsdam ; its sole result will have been 
the enlargement of Frederick IL’s little state, and we 
shall have killed the King of France for the King of 
Prussia.” 

And Dantoix burst into a frightful laugh. 

Danton’s laugh made Marat smile. 

You each have your hobby ; yours, Danton, is Prussia ; 
yours, Robespierre, la Vend4e. Now I will give my views. 
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f on do Bot see the real danger ; it is here,— the caf^s and 
the gaming-houses. The cafe of Choiseiii is Jacobin, the 
cafe Patin is myalist ; the cafe Rericlez- Voiis attacks the 
National Guard, the cafe of Forte- Saint-Martin defends 
it; the cafe of the Regence is against Brissot, the cafe 
Corezza is for it ; the cafe Procope swears by Diderot, the 
cafe of the Theatre- Fran9ais swears by Voltaire ; at the 
Rotoiide they tear up the assignats ; the cafes Saint-Mar- 
9eaii are in a rage ; the cafe Manoiiri is debating the 
question of flour ; at the cafe Foy there is gluttony and 
uproar ; at the Perron, thei^e is the buzzing of the hornet- 
drones of finance. This is the serious matter.” 

.Danton laughed no longer. Marat continued to smile- 
The smile of a dwarf, Avorse than a giant’s laugh. 

Are you jesting, Marat ? ” growled Daritoi. 

Marat gave that convulsive movement of liis Inp, which 
was famous. His smile died away. 

“All, I recognize you, Citizen Daiitcn. It was you 
Avho called me that fellow Marah befoi ‘6 the whole conven- 
tion. Listeii. I pardon you. iVe are passing through a 
period of folly. AIi, am I jesting? Indeed, wiiat sort of 
a inari am I ? I deriouncett Cliazot, I denounced Petion, 
I denounced KersViint, I denounced i\Ioreton, I denoimcecl 
Dufriche- Valaze, T denounced Ligonnier, I denounced 
Menou, I denounced Banneville, I denounced Gensoime, T 
clenounced Biron, I denounced Lidon and Chambon ; was 
I Avrong? I scent treason in tlie traitor, and I And it 
A\V)rth Avhiie to denounce the criminal before tlie crime. I 
am ill the habit of saying the day before, Acliat tlie rest 
of you say the day after . am tiie man avIio proposed a 
complete plan of criminal legislation to the assembly. 
What liaA'e I done just noAv? I haA^-e asked that the 
sections he instructed, in order to discipline them for 
revolution ; I have broken the seals of tl nr ty- two strong 
boxes ; I have reclaimed the diamonds placed in Roland’s 
hands; I have proved that the Brisso tins gave biank Avar- 
rants to tlie Poinmittee of General Safety ; I have noted 
the omissions in Lindet’s report on the crimes of Ciipet; 
I voted the execution of the- tyrant- AAuthin twenty-four 
hours ; I defended the battalions, jMauconseil ami Repub- 
lican ; I pi’cvented the reading of the letter from Nar- 
bonne and from IMulouet ; I iniAUi made a motion in favor 
of the wounded soldier^^i caused tlie suppression of the 
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Coiiiiiiittee of Six; in the affair of Moiis^ i foresaw .li; 
treason of Duniouriez ; I have asked that hundred thoir^^. 
sand relatives of the refugees be taken as hostages for 
the oommissioiiers surrendered to the eneioy ; I proposed 
that ail representatives who should cross the haiiiers be 
declared traitors ; I iin masked the Rolan dine faction in 
the troubles at Marseilles ; I insisted that a price should 
be put on the head of the son of Egaiite ; I defended Boii- 
ciiotte ; I called for the nominal appeal that Isnard might 
be driven from the chair ; I caused it to be declared that 
the Parisians were worthy of their country ; — that is why 
I am treated like a dancing- jack by Loiivet. Fiiiisterre 
demanded my expulsion, the city of London hopes to have 
me exiled, the city of Amiens wishes to have me muzzled, 
Coburg wants to have me arrested, and Lecoiiite-Puira- 
veau proposes to the convention to declare me iiiad» Ah I 
Citizen Daiiton, why did ' you bring me to your secret 
meeting, if it was not to have my advice ? DM I ask you 
for permission to come ? Far from it. I have no taste 
for interviews with contra-revolutionists such as Robes- 
pierre and yourself. Moreover, I ought to have expected 
it, you have not understood me ; you no more than Ro- 
bespierre, Robespierre no more than you. So there is no 
statesman here ? you must be taught to spell politics ; you 
must dot your /V. What I have said to you, means this : 
you are both mistaken. The danger is neither in Lon- 
don, as Robespierre believes; nor in Berlin, as Daiitoii 
believes t it is in Paris. It is in the absence of unity, in 
the right that each one has to draw Ills own conclusions ; 
to commence with - you two, in minds grovelling in the 
dust, in the anarchy of wills ” 

‘‘ Anarchy I ” interrupted Dan ton, who has caused that 
if not you?” 

Marat did not stop. 

« Robespierre, Danton, the danger is in this heap of 
cafes, ill this heap of gaming-houses, in this heap of clubs ; 
club of the Noirs ; club of the Pederes ; club of the Dames ; 
club of the Impartiaux, w^hich dates from Clermont-Ton- 
nerre, and was the monarcfiical club of 1790; a social 
circle conceived by the priest, Claude Faucli6; club of 
the Bonnets de Laine, ' founded by the gazetteer Priid- 
homme, et cetera; without, counting your club of the 
Jacobins, Robespierre; and' your club of the .Cordelier^ 
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Danton. The clanger is in the famine which caused the 
bag-porter Bliii to hang the baker of the market Pain, 
Pran9ois Denis, to the lantern of the Hotel cle Yille, and 
in the justice which hung the bag-porter Bliii for liav 
iiig hung the baker Denis. The clanger is la the paper 
iiioney, wliicli is clep:recia..ting. An assignat of a hun- 
dred francs fell on the ground in Rue do. Temple, and 
a passer-by, a man of the people, said : It is not worth 
the trouble of picking it up.” The stockjobbers and 
the monopolists, there lies the danger! To hang the 
black flag from the Hdtel de Yille, a fine step! You 
arrest tlie Baron of Trenck, that is not enoogh. I would 
have the neck of that old prison intriguer wrong. Do 
you think you have escaped from the difticulty because 
the president of the Convention placed a civic crown on 
the head of Laberteche who received forty-one sabre cuts 
at Jemmapes, and whose eulogist Chenier became ^ 
Comedies and jugglery. Ah! you do not look at Paris! 
Ah! you look "for the danger from afar, wdieii it is near 
at hand. \Yhat good does yoiix* police do, Robespierre ? 
For you liave your spies: Payan, in the Commune; 
Coffiiiiial, in the Revolutionary Tribunal ; Dav,icl, in the 
Committee of General Safety ; Coiithon, in the Committee 
of Public Y^elfare. Y"oa see that I am informed. Y^ell, 
know this: the danger Is above your beads, tlie danger is 
under your feet; conspiracy, conspiracy, conspiracy ; the 
people in the streets read tlie papers together, and shake 
their heads at one another ; six thousand men, without 
tickets of civism — returned refugees, Miiscadins, and 
Mathevoiis, — are concealed in cellars and attics, and in 
the wooden galleries of the Palais-Royal ; people form a 
line in the baker’s shop ; good women wring their hands 
on the doorsteps, saying: “When shall wn have peace?” 
It is of no use for you to shut yourselves up in the hall ot 
the Executive Counsel to be by yourselves, for all tha^t 
you say is known ; and to prove Robespierre, here are 
the words you said last evening to Saint- Just: ^ “ Barba- 
roux is beginning to have a big belly, which will hinder 
him in his flight.” Yes, the' danger is everywhere, and, 
above all, at the centre. In Paris the ex -nobles plot, the 
patriots go barefooted, the aristocrats, arrested the nl nth 
■ of March, are already released. .The splendid horses, 
h^hich ought to be put to the camions on the. frontier^ 
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spatter US in the streets; bread is worth three francs^ 
twelve sons for four pounds, the theatres play immoral 
piee.es, and Robespiorre wdll have Daritoii guillotined.” 

« IJgli ! ” said Dantoii. 

liS)bespieiTe examined the map attentively. 

What we need,” cried Marat, abruptly, is a dictator^ 
Robespierre, you know that I want a dictator.” 

Robespierre raised his head. 

know, Marat, either you or me ” 

I or you,” said Marat. 

Baiiton muttered, between his teethj— 

«The dictatorship, try it!” 

Marat saw Dan ton’s frown. 

Wait,” lie added. ^‘One last effort. Let us come to 
gome agreement. The situation is worth the trouble. 
Haven’t we already come to an agreement about the thirty- 
tiivst of ]\Iay ? The question as a whole is more serious 
tliaii Glroiidism, which is a question of detail. There is 
truth in what you my * but the truth, the whole truth, 
tile rea,i Irulh, is wdiat I say. In the South, Federalism ; 
In the West, Roya’*sm ; in Paris, the duel of the Conven- 
tion and the Commune; on the frontiers, the retreat of 
ChistiHo, and the treason of Diimoiiriez. W^hat does it 
all amount to? Dismemberment. What do w^e need? 
Union. Our safety lies In that ; but we must make haste, 
l^iris must take the management of the Revolution. It 
we lose an hour, the Yendeans may be at Orleans, and the 
Prussians in Paris to-morrow. J grant you this, Danton; 
I yield that to you, Robespierre. So be it. Ytoll, the 
conclusion is the dictatorship. Let us take the dictator- 
ship, and let us three represent the Revolution. We are 
the three heads of Cerberus. Of these three heads, one 
spc^aks, that is you, Robespierre ; the other roars, that is 
you, Danton-* — 

The other bites,” said Danton ; « that is you, Marat.” 

All throe bde," said Robespierre. 

'I’here was a sLence. Then the conversation, full of 
portentous repartees, began again. 

Listen, Marat; before marrying, we must become 
acqmuntccl How did you know what I said yesterday to 
SamtoTust/-’” . . 

‘‘That concerns me, Bobespierro*”' 

«S|arat!” ^ 
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“It is my duty to eniigliteii myself and ifeis my business 
to keep myself informed,’^ 

« Marat!” 

u I love knowledge.’® 

Marat!” 

« Robespierre, I know wliat you said to Saint- Just, as I' 
know wbat Dantoii said to Lacroix, as I know what hap- 
pens on the Quai des Theatins,in the mansion of Labriffe, 
a den where the nymphs of emigration repair ; as I know 
what takes place in the house of the Thilles, near Gonesse, 
belonging to Valmerange, former administrator of the 
posts, where Maury and Cazales used to go, where Sieyes 
and Vergniaiid have gone since, and where now a certain 
one goes once a week.” 

As he said A certain one,” Marat looked at Danton. 

Danton exclaimed,-^ 

I had two atoms of power, this would be terrible.” 

Marat continued, — • 

I know what you said, Robespierre, as I know what 
happened in the tower of the Temple, when they fattened 
Louis XVI. there so well, that in the month of September 
alone, the wolf, the she-wolf,* and the cubs ate eighty-six 
baskets of peaches. At the same time, the people were 
starving. 1 know this as I know that Roland was hidden 
in a house looking out on a back court in Rue de la Harpe ; 
as I know that six hundred pikes of the fourteenth of 
July were made by Faure, the Duke of Orleans’s lock- 
smith I as I know what was done at the house of Saint- 
Hilaire, Sillery’s mistress ; on days when there was to be 
a ball, old Sillery himself rubbed chalk on the floors of 
the yellow drawing-room in Rue Xeuve-des-Mathurin; 
Buzot and Kersaint dined there. Saladin dined there 
the twenty-seventh, and with whom, Robespierre? With 
your friend, Lasource.” 

Words, words,” murmured Eobespies^^e. ^‘ Lasource 
is not my friend.” 

And he added thoughtfully, — 

« Meanwhile, there are eighteen manufactories of false 
assignats in London.” 

Marat continued in a calm voice, but with a sligiit trem- 
bling, which was alarming,^ — ■ - ■ 

You are the Faction des Importants. Yes, I know it 
alit ip spite of what SmbJust calk « State silence.” 
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Bfarafc empliasked these words, looked at Robespferrt 
and w'eiit on to say, — 

f know what is said at your table when Lebas invites 
Bavlci to eat the cooking of his betrothed, Elizabeth 
Duplay,' your future sister-in-law, Robespierre. I am the 
eiioriiioiis eye of the people, and from the depths of my 
cellar, I look on. Yes, I see; yes, I hear; yes, I know, 
little things content you. You admire yourself. Robes* 
pierre courts the admiration of ills Madame de Clialabre, 
the daughter of the Marquis de Chalabre, who played 
whist with Louis XV. the evening of Damiens’ execution. 
Yes, people carry their heads high. Saint-Just lives in 
a cravat. Legendre is proper, new overcoat and white 
vest, and a shirt frill to make one forget his apron. Robes- 
pierre imagines that history will care to know that he had 
on an olive frock coat at the Constitiiante, and a sky-blue 
coat at the Convention. He has his portrait all over the 
walls of his room 

Robespierre interrupted him in a voice even more calm 
than Marat’s. 

And you, Marat, you have yours in all the sewers.” 

They continued in a conversational tone, the slowness 
of which empliasized their replies and repartees, and 
added, a strange irony to the threats. 

‘‘ Robespierre, you have termed tliose who desire the 
overthrow of thrones, the ‘ Don Quixotes of the human 
S'aeeM’ 

And you, Marat, after the fourth of August, fa number 
b59 of your Ami in Peifple.-^Ah, I have kept the number, 
it will be useful, --*yon, have asked to have the nobles re« 
f ei ve their titles back again. You said ; « A duke i s always 
a duke.’” ' . ' 

Robespierre, In the meeting of the.seyeiith of Decem- 
ber, you defended the Roland woman against Viard.” 

'Slust as ray brother defended you, Marat, when you 
were attacked at the Jacobins. What does that proved 
Nothing.” I • 

« Robespierre, we' know the ■ cabinet of the Tiiilerles 
Where you said to Garat : ‘ I am weary of the Revolution.’ ’’ 

‘‘3famt, it was here in this public-house, that you em- 
braced Barbaroux, the twenty-ninth of October.” 

“lobesplerre, you said to Buzot : ^ What the 

JwpubhoF” 
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« Maratj it was in this public-house that you invited 
three men from Marseilles to breakfast with you,” 

Robespierre, you have a strong marketmaii, armed 
with a cudgel, to escort you.” 

“And you, Marat, the day before the tenth of August, 
you asked. Buzot to help you escape to Marseilles, disguised 
as a jockey.” 

“Ill September when the courts were in session, you 
hid yourself, Robespierre.” 

“ And you, Marat, you displayed yourself.” 

“ Robespierre, you flung the red cap on the ground.” 

“ Yes, when a traitor hung it up. What adorns Diimou- 
riez, defiles Robespierre.” 

“Robespierre, you refused to veil Louis XVI.’s head, 
while the soldiers Avere passing by.” 

“ I did better than to veil his head, I cut it off.” 

Danton interfered, hut as oil interferes in fire. 

“ Robespierre, Marat, calm yourselves.” 

Marat did not like to be named second. He turned 
round. 

“ Why does Danton meddle in this ? ” he said. 

“ Why do I meddle ? For this reason. To prevent 
fratricide ; to prevent a quarrel between tAvo men who 
serve the people ; because there is enough foreign war, 
because there IkS enough civil AAUir, and because there Aviil 
be too much domestic war ; because it was I Avho brought 
about the Revolution, and I do not want it spoiled. That 
is why I am meddliogo” 

Marat replied without raising his voice, — 

“You had better meddle Avith making your accounts.” 

“ My accounts I ” exclaimed Danton. “ Go ask for them 
in the defiles of Argonne, in Champagne delivered, in 
conquered Belgium, in the armies Avhere I have already 
four times exposed my breast to bullets! Go ask for 
them in the Place de la ReAmlution, on the scaffold of the 
tAventy-first of January, on the throne abolished, on the 
guillotine, that Avidow 

Marat interrupted Danton. 

“ The guillotine is a virgin ; men lie with her, but she 
does not become fruitful.” 

“ What do you know about it, Danton? I would, make 
.her. pregnant ! ” , 

' “ We shall see/’ said Marat. „ 
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? Abc! lie smiled. 

I Bantori saw this smile. 

; i I Mauit,” he exclaimed, yon are a sneak, I am^a man 

I " I for open air and daylight. I hate the life of a reptile. It 

i ' I would not suit me to be a wood-louse. You live in 

I a cellar; I live in the street You have nothing to 

. ; I say to anybody; any passer-by can see me and speak to 

1 me.’’ 

: ^ Pretty boy, will you come up where I live ? ” muttered 

, ! f Marat. 

, . « And ceasing to smile, he assumed a peremptory tone. 

, ‘‘Daiitoii, give account of the thirty- three thousand 

: 5 crowns, ready money, that Montmorin paid to you in the 

i i name of tlie Icing, imder pretext of indemnifying you in 

; ^ your capacity of attorney at the Ch^telet.” 

j j' 1 I was concerned wntli the fourteenth of July,” said 

' I J Danton, haughtily. 

! ^ And tl'ie "Garde-Meuble ? and the crown diamonds ?” 

^ 1 I was concerned with the sixth of October.” 

i 1 1 And tlie plunder committed by your ego^ Lacroix, 

1 1 1 In Belgium?” 

I 'O wais concerned with the tW' entieth of June.” 

I the loans made a. la Montansier?” 

I j ^‘1 impelled the peo})le to the I’eturn from Varemies.” 

I I “ And the opera house, built with money furnished by 

II you?” 

1 4 I armed the sections of Paris.” 

“ And the hundred thousand francs, the secret funds of 
1 1 tlie Minister of Justice ? ” 

I ] I caused tlie tenth of August.” 

J . “ And tlie tw'o miliions for the Assembly’s secret ex- 

" penses, of wiiicli you took a fourth ? ” 

slopped the marching enemy and piwented the 
I '5 aliled kiiigs from passing.” 

1 4 Prostitute I ” said Marat, 

f } Danton rose. 

f ‘‘Yes,” he cried, “I am a harlot, I have sold my body, 

I ; but I have saved the world.” 

i Kobespierre began to bite ills nails. He could neither 

f biiigh nor smile. Laughing, Daiiton’s lightning, and 

i , smiling, Marat’s sting, were left out of him. 

|ii Danton replied, — , , . . 

I i ‘‘lam like the ocean ; I have my ebb and flow ; at low ■ 
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tide my shallow places appear, at high tide my billows 
are seen.” 

“Your froth,” said Marat. 

“ My tempest,” said Dantoii. 

Marat had arisen, at the same time as Dantoii. He too 
burst forth. The adder suddenly became a dragon, 

“Ah!” he cried, “ah, Robespierre! ah, Danton 1 You 
are now willing to listen to me! Well, I tell you, you are 
lost. Your policy results in the impossibility to go any 
farther ; there is no exit for you ; and you haVe managed 
to close all the doors before you, except that of the grave.” 

“ That is our greatness,” said Danton. 

And he shrugged his shoulders. 

Marat continued, — 

“ Danton, take care. Yergniaud, too, has a large mouth, 
thick lips, and an angry frown ; Yergniaud, too, is pock- 
marked like Mirabeau and like you; that did not prevent 
the thirty-first of May. Ah I you shrug your shoulders. 
Sometimes shrugging the shoulders shakes off one’s head. 
Danton, I tell you, your harsh voice, your loose necktie, 
your Hessian boots, your little suppers, your big pockets, 
all look to Louisette.” 

Louise tte was the pet name Marat gave to the guillotine. 

He continued, — 

“And as for you, Robespierre, you are a Moderee, but 
that will not do you any good. Go, powder yourself, 
dress your hair, play the coxcomb, wear fine lineii, prink, 
and be curled and painted, but you will go to Place-de- 
Gr^ve, all the same ; read Brunswick’s declaration ; still 
you will be treated like the regicide Damiens, and you will 
look as fine as a new pin while waiting to be quartered 
alive.” 

“ Echo of Coblentz,” said Robespierre between his teeth. 

“ Robespierre, I am not an echo of anything, I am the 
outcry of all. Ah ! you are young. How old are you, 
Danton ? Thirty-four years. How old are you, Robes- 
pierre? Thirty-three. Well, as for me, I have always 
been alive; I am suffering humanity, I am six thousand 
years old.” 

“ That is true,” replied Danton, “ for six thousand 
years, Cain has been preserved in hatred like a to^nd in a 
stone* The rock is broken, and Cain leaps forth among 
iBeii, aiici 'that is Marat ” 
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“ Danton! ” exclaimed Marat, and a iivid light appeared 

ll'l PVPS 

\Veii, what ” said Danton. 

TIiiis these three terrible men went on talking:. A 
quarrel of thunderbolts. 


CHAPTER IIL 

THS THEILL OF HIDnEJ? CflOEBS. 

Thebe was a loll in the conversation ; for a momenf; 
tliese Titans each became lost in thoiigiit. Lions are dis- 
turbed bv liydras. Robespierre had grown very pale, and 
Danton xeij red. Both trembled. The light died out of 
I\farai's eye; a calmness, an imperious calmness came 
over tlie lace of tills man, the terror of tlie terrible.” 

iJniiton felt that he was conquered, but was unwilling 
ti) admit it. He resumed, — 

.Marat talks very load about dictatorship and iinityj 
but he has only one power, that of dissolution.” 

Roliespierre compressed his thin lips, and added, — 
i am of the opinion of Anacharsis Cloots ; I say 
neither Roland nor Marat.” 

'L\nd for my part,” replied Marat, ‘‘1 say, neither 
Danton nor Robespierre.” 

He looked steadily at both and added, — 

Let me give you some advice, Danton. You are in 
love, you think of marrying again, don’t meddle any more 
with politics, be wise ! ” 

And stepping back towards the door to go out, he gave 
tlieiii this ominous farewell. 

“ Adieu, gentlemen.” 

Daidcai and Robespierre shuddered. 

At- the same time, a voice rose from the other end of 
|;lie room, saying, — 

^ You are wrong, Marat.” 

All turned round. During Marat’s outburst, some one 
had come in by the rear door, without their notice. 

is you, Citizen Cimoiirdain,” said Marat. 

evemug.” 

It was 0i»ourdain, indeed. ' 
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say that you are wrong, Marat, he repeated. 

Marat turned green, which was his way of growing 
pale. 

Cimoiirdaiii added, — 

^^You are useful, but Robespierre and Danton are 
necessary. Why do you threaten them? Union, union,, 
citizen ! the people want to be united.” 

This coming in had the effect of cold water, and like 
the arrival of a stranger in midst of a family quarrel, it 
calmed at least the surface, if not the depths. 

Cimourdain stepped towards the table. 

Danton and Robespierre knew him. They had often 
noticed in the public tribunes of the Convention, this 
powerful but obscure man whom the people saluted. 
Robespierre, always inclined to formality, asked,— 

“ Citizen, how did you get in ? ” 

He belongs to the Eveche,” replied Marat, in a voice 
with a strange touch of submission in it. 

Marat defied the Convention, led the Commune, and 
feared the Eveche. 

This is a law. 

Mirabeau felt Robespierre moving at an unknown depth, 
Robespierre felt Marat moving, Marat felt Hebert mov- 
ing, Hubert felt Babeuf moving. As long as the strata 
under-ground are quiet, the political man may walk along, 
but under the most revolutionary there is a subsoil, and 
the bravest stop in alarm when tliey feel beneath their feet 
the movement that they have caused above their heads. 

To know how to distinguish the agitation arising from 
covetousness, from the agitation arising from principles, 
to fight the one and aid the other, in this lies the genius 
and til power of great revolutionary leaders. 

Danton saw that Marat was yielding. 

‘^Ohl Citizen Cimourdain is welconie,” he said. 

And he held out his hand to Cimourdain. Then he 
said,— 

‘‘ Parbieu, let us explain the situation to Citizen Cimour- 
daiii. He comes at Just the right moment. I represent 
the Mountain, Robespierre represents the Committee of 
Public Welfare, Marat represents the Commune, Gimouiv 
dain rej>resents the Eveche. He shall be our umpire.” 

“So be it,” said Cimourdain, solemnly and simply. 
« What is the question ? ” . 
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ic About la Vendee,’- replied Robespiem 

« La Vendee ! ” said Cimourdaiii, 

And lie added, — 

I’here lies the great danger. If the Revolution comes 
l:o ]iauah.t, it will come to naught tiirough la Vendee, One 
is more to be feared than ten Germanys* For 
Frajice to live, Vendee must he killed.” 

Those few* words won Robes})ierre. 

IhVjjespierre, however, put this question, — 

« Were you not formerly a priest ? ” 

His priestly air did not escape Robespierre* He recog« 
liized by Ills exterior what w^as in the man. 

Ciniourdain replied: “Yes, citizen.” 

“What of that?” exclaimed Danton. “When priests 
are good, they are worth more than other men. In times 
of revolution, priests are melted up into men, as bells into 
money and cannons. Daiijou is a priest, jDaunou is a 
priest, Thomas Lindet is bishop of Evreux. Robespierre, 
you sit at the Convention side by side with Massieu, 
ihshop of Reaiivais. The grand-vicar Vaugeois belonged 
to the Committee of Insurrection of the tenth of August. 
Chahot is ca Capuchin. It was Dom Gerle who invented 
the oaiii of tlie tennis court; it was the Abbe Aiidran 
who caused the National Assembly to be declared su- 
perior to the king; it was the Abbe Goutte who asked the 
Leg-isiatnre to have the dais taken away from Louis 
Xtd.’s arm-chair; itwmsthe Abbe Gregoire who provoked 
the abolition of royalty.” 

“Supported by the’ player, Collot-dTIerbois,” meered 
Marat. “ The two together did the work ; the priest over- 
threw the throne, the comedian threw dcwii the king.” 

“ Let us return to la Vendee,” said Robespierre. 

“ Well,” asked Cimourdain, “what is the matter there! 
What is this Vendee doing?” 

Robespierre replied, — 

“ She lias a chief. She is going to be tremendous^’* 

“Who is this chief, Citizen Robespierre?” 

“ Re is a former Marquis do Lantenac, who calls Mm- 
jbeif Prince of Brittany.” 

Cimourdain started. 

“I know him,” he said. “I have been, a priest at' M© 

oouseT ■ ■ 

He thought for a moment, and thm iiddedj^— 
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was fond of women before he became a warrior." 

“Like Biroiis who was a Laiizun," said Danton. 

And Cimoiirdain added thoughtfully— 

“Yes, he was formerly a man of pleasure. He must be 
terrible." 

“Frightful," said Robespierre. “He burns villages, 
puts an end to the wounded, massacres the prisoners, shoots 
the women." 

“The women?" 

“Yes, among others he had a mother of three children 
shot. Nobody knows what became of the children. 
Besides he is a captain. He understands warfare." 

“To be sure," replied Cimourdain. “He was in the 
war with Hanover, and the soldiers said : 'Richelieu up- 
permost, Lantenac at the bottom.’ Lantenac was the real 
general. Talk about him to your colleague, Dussaulx.” 

Robespierre remained thoughtful for a moment, then 
the conversation continued between him and Cimourdain. 

“Well, Citizen Cimourdain, this man is in Vendee." 

“How long has he been there?" 

“Three weeks." 

“He must be outlawed.” 

“That has been done.” 

“A price must be set on his head.” 

“It has been done.” 

“A large sum of money must be offered to the one who 
captures him." 

“It has been done." 

“Not in assignats." 

“It has been done.” 

“In gold." 

“It has been done.” 

“And he must be guillotined.” 

“It will be done.” 

“By whom?" 

“By you.” 

“Byrne?” 

“Yes, you will be commissioned by the Committee of 
Public Welfare with full power.” 

“I accept,” said Cimourdain. 

Robespierre was swift in his selections, a characteristic 
of a statesman. He took from the pile before him a sheet 
of white paper, with this printed heading: French Re- 
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PFBI.fC, ONE AND INDIVISIBLE. COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC 
I'ELFARE, 

C i iilou rclain continued,-— 

I accept. Terror against terror, Lanteiiac Is 
cruel I shall be cruel War to the death against this 
man. I will deliver the Eepublic from him, so^ it please 

Gocl^^ 

He stopped, then added,— 

'T am a priest; all the same, I believe in God.” 

"'God has gone out of fashion.” 

believe in God,” said Cimourdaiii, unmoved. 

With a nod of the head, Eobespierre gloomily assented. 
CiriBoudaiii continued, — 

whom shall I be sent as a delegate?” 

'*Tlie commandant of the reconnoitring column sent 
against Lantenac. Only, I warn you, he is a noble.” 

Druitoa exclaimed, — 

‘'There is another thing that I care very little about. 
A noble? Well, what of it? It is the same with nobles 
as with priests. If they are good, they are excellent. 
Nobility is a prejudice, but one must not have it more in 
one sense than in another, not more for than against it. 
Eobespierre, isn't. Saint- Just a noble? Florelle de Saint- 
Just, Parbleu! Anacharsis Cloote is a baron. Our 
friend, Charles Hesse, who never misses a meeting of the 
Cordeliers, is a prince, and brother of the reigning land- 
grm^e of Hesse-Rothenburg. Montaut, Marat's intimate 
friend, is llarquis the Montaut. In the Revolutionary 
tribunal, there is a member who is a priest, Vilate, and a 
member who is a noble, Leroy,' Marquis de Montfiabert. 
Both are trustworthy,” 

“And you forget,” added Eobespierre, “the head of the 
Revolutionary jury,—” 

“Aiitonelle?” 

“Who Is the Marquis Antonelle,” said Robespierre. 

Laiiton added,— 

^ “Dampierre %vas a nobleman, who has just given his 
life before Condo, for the ■ Eepublic ; and Beaurepaire, who 
blew his brains out rather than open the gates of Verdun 
to the Prussians, was a nobleman.” 

“Which does not alter the fact,” growled Marat, “that 
th€" day Condorcet , exclaimed, ‘The Gracchi were noble- 
men!' Daiiton cried out to him: ‘All noblemen are 
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fcraitorSj lieginmng with Mirabeaiij aad ending with mm 
self!'^” 

Cimoiirdaiii’s solemn voice nowi’ose* 

Citizen Danton, Citizen Robespierre, perhaps 5^011 are 
right ill your confidence, but the people' are dis trustful, 
and the}?" are not wrong in their distrust. When a priest 
is charged to look after a nobleman, the responsibility is 
increased twofold, and the priest must be inflexible*” 
Certainly,” said Robespierre. 

Cimourdain added t And inexorable.^^ 

Robespierre continued,—* 

Well said, Citizen Cimourdain. Ton will have to deal 
with a young man. You will have the advantage over 
him, being twice his age. You will have to direct him, 
but you must manage Mm. It seems that he has military 
talents ; all accounts are agreed on that point. He belongs 
to a corps of tlie army of the Rhine, which has been de- 
tached to go to Vendee. He has reached the frontier, 
where he is showing admirable intelligence and bravery* 
He is leading the reconnoitring column in a superior 
manner. Ror tw^o w^eeks, he has held the old Marquis de 
Lanteiiao in check. He restrains him and drives him 
before him. He will end by driving him l:)ack to the sea, 
and overthrowing him there. Lantenac has the art of an 
old general, and he has the audacity of a young captain* 
This young man already has enemies, an cl some are en- 
vious of him. The Adjutant-General, Lechelle, is Jealous 
of him 7 ^ 

**This Lechelle,” interrupted Dan ton, “ivaiits to be 
general in ehief! lie has nothing to recommend him, but 
a pmi:*a ladder is needed to mount upon a w^agoin 
Kevertheless, Charette is beating him.” 

« And he doesn’t want any one but himself to beat Lan- 
tenac,” continued Robespierre. misfortune of the 

Verid 4 aa war lies in such .rivalries as these. Heroes 
badly cominandec!, that is what our soldiers are, A mere 
captain of hussars, Ch^rin, enters Saumur with a trumpet 
playing. ira”; he takes Saumur, and might have 

gone on and taken Cholet, but lie had no orders,, and 
stopped. All the commands .of la Vendee ought to. be 
ebanged* The body-guards are scattered, the forces dis-; 

•1 tofc pour Eionter sm Clwette.. . 
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prsed; a scattered army is a paralyzed army ; it is a 
rock ground to powder. In the camp at Paraiiie there are 
notlimg blit tents. Between Treguier and Biiiaii there 
are a iiinicired little useless posts which might be made 
Into a division to cover the whole coast. Lechelle, sup- 
ported by Parrein, is leavingthe northern coast unguarded, 
under pretext of protecting the southern coast, and in this 
way opening France to the English. To raise half a 
iniiiioii peasants, and a descent from England on France, 
is Lantenac’s design. The young commander of the re- 
connoitring column is pushing on this Lantenac at the 
point of the sword, and defeating him wdthoiit Lechelle’s 
permission ; hut Lechelle is his general ; so Lechelle com- 
plains of him. Opinions concerning this young man are 
divided. Lechelle wants to have him shot. Prieur de la 
Marne wants to make him adjutaiit-general.” 

“ This young man,” said Cimourdain, “ has great quah 
ities, so it seems to me.” 

But he has one fault.” 

It was Blarat who interrupted. 

What is it ? ” asked Cimourdain. 

Clemency,” said Marat. 

And iMarat added, — 

lie is deckled in battle and soft-hearted afterwards. 
That makes him indulgent, that makes him pardon ; be 
merciful, protect the religieuses and nuns, save the wives 
and the daughters of the aristocracy, release prisoners, 
Bet priests at liberty.” 

A Beiious fault,” murmured Cimourdain. 
crime,” said Marat. 

Sometimes,” said Dantom 

Often,” said' Robespierre* 

^tAliuost always,” added Marat, 

« When dealing with the enemies of one^s own country.^ 
always,” said Cimourdain. 

,!\Iarat turned toward Cimourdaim 
\nd what would you do with a Republican general 
general his liberty ? ” 
j^chelle’s opinion, I should have Mm 

guillotined,” said Marat. 

Either,” said Oimourdaitt. 
began to laugh. 
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shoEld like one as well as the other.” 

You are sure to have one or the other/’ growled Marat* 
.And ills e,yes, leaving Danton, turned to Cimoiirciam. 
So, Citizen Gimourdain, if a Republican general flinches, 
you would have Ms head cut off ? ” 

Within twenty-four hours.” 

Weil,” replied Marat, “I am of Robespierre’s opinion; 
we must send Citzen Gimourdain as a delegate of the Com- 
mittee of Public Welfare to the commandant of the re- 
eoBiioitring column of the coast army. ' What is the name 
of this commandant ? ” 

Robespierre replied, — 

“ He is a ci-cIevrMit, a noole.” 

And he began to turn over the papers. 

Let us send the priest to guard the noble,” said Danton. 
distrust a priest alone; I distrust a noble alone; when 
they are together, I am not afraid of them ; one will watch 
over the other, and they will do.” 

The expression of indignation peculiar to Cimourdain’s 
eyebrows deepened ; but finding the observation just at 
bottom, he began to speak in his harsh voice, without 
looking toward Danton. 

If the Republican commandant who is entrusted to my 
care makes a false step, the penalty will be death.” 
Robespierre, with his eyes still on the papers, said, — 

“ Here is the name. Gitzen Gimourdain, the command- 
ant over whom you will have full power is a former vis- 
count ; his name is Gauvain.” 

Gimourdain grew pale. 

Gauvain ! ” he exclaimed. 

Marat noticed Cimourdain’s pale face. 

^‘The Viscount Gauvain !” repeated Gimourdain. 
«‘Yes,” said Robespierre. 

said Marat, fixing his eye on Gimourdain. 
There was a pause.. Then Mai'at, said, — ^ 

Citzen Cimourdain, on the conditions named by your- 
self, do you accept the mission of delegate to the com- 
maiidant, Gau?ain ? Is it agreed ? ” 

Agreed,” said Cimourdain. 

He grew paler and paler. . , , 

Robespierre took the pen near Mm, wrote in his slow 
and formal handwriting four lines on the sheet of paper 
with the heading, Coi^outtes of Pctblio WEnFA,BE/’ 
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1 If nassed the sheet and the pen to Danton ; 
g.gned ?Ke„ Marat, who did not take his 

gave it to Citnourdain, who read,— 

** Ye AB H. OP THE KsPITBLICo 

'.■p,, rvor is '^ranted to Citizen Cimourdain, delegated com- 
_‘Fui. of Public Welfare to Citizen Gauvain, 

c— da'a of the “ 

And below these signatees,— 

“ Twenty-eigiitU of June, 1793.’“ 

The Kevolntionarj^ Calendar, called the Civil Calendar, 
wa« not in existence legally at this period, and was n(rt 
by the Convention, according to the proposition 
of Itoinme^, till the fifth of October, 1793. 

IMarat watched Citnourdain while he read the paper. 
.Marat said in an uniiertone, as if speaking to himself: 
“ M! iliiit will have ro he specified by adecre^ of the Con- 
vention. o!‘ hv a snecial resolution of the Committee oi 
I'uhlic W'eifaVe. there is something yet to oe done. 

“Citzon Ciniourtiain,” asked Robespierre, “where do 
you live ? ” 

“ Court of Commerce.” . 

“Wait; so do I,” said Danton; “you are my neigh- 
bor.” 

Robespierre added, — 

« There is not a moment to he lost. To-morrow, you 
Will iN'ceive voiir commission in dne form, signed by all 
the nieinliers of the Committee of Public Welfare. This 
is a t-ouliniiation of the commission which will accredit 
von es;iccially with the active representatives Phillieaux, 
Pricur (ie la .Marne, Lecointre, Alqnier, and others. We 
know who yon are. Yonr powers are unlimited, lou 
can make (Tunvain general or send him to the scaffold. 
You will liaveyour eomraissiou to-morrow at three o’clock. 
Wlicn will you start ? ” 

“ At four o’clock,” said Cimourdain. 

And they separated. 

On his way home, Marat informed Simonne Evrard 
that he should go to th§ Convention the following day. 
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CHAPTER L 

THE CO'NVEI^TIO-m 

We are approaching the moiiiitain top. 

Here Is the Convention. 

The attention niust be fixed on this summit. 

Never did anytliing biglier ap)pear on man’s horizon. 

There is Mt. Himalaya, and there is the Convention. 

The Convention is perhaps the culminating point in 
history. 

During the lifetime of the Convention, for it lived as an 
assembly, people did not realize its significance. Its grand- 
eur was exactly wliat escaped the contemporaries ; they 
were too miicii frightened to be dazzled. There is a 
sacred horror about everything grand. It is easy to ad- 
mire mediocrity and hills; but whatever is too lofty, a 
genius as well as a mountain, an assembly as well as a 
masterpiece, seen too near, is appalling. Every summit 
seems an exaggeration. Climbing w^iries. The steep- 
nesses take away one’s breath;, we slip on the slopes, we 
are hurt by the sharp points 'which are its beauty ; the ■ 
foaming torrents betray the precipices, clouds hide the 
mountain tops ; mounting is full of terror, as well as a 
fall. Hence, there is more dismay than admira.tlon. 
People have a strange feeling' of aversion to anything 
grand. They see abysses, they do not see sublimity ; tiiey 
see the monster, they do not see the prodigy. TlnivS the 
Coiiveiitioii ivas judged at first. The Convention was 
measured by the shortsighted, when it was made to be 
contemplated by eagles. 
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To-day ifc IS perspective, and it stands out agaiEst 
the deep dij in a serene and tragic distance — the m- 
inense profile of the Revolution.. 

IL 

The fourteenth of July gave it birth. 

The tenth of August thundered it fortfi* 

The twentv-first of September founded it 

twen^-y-flrst of September, the equinox, the eqiii- 
librium, Libra, The balance.. In accordance with 
Romme's suggestion, T was under this sign of Equality 
and Justice that the Republic wms proclaimed, A coin 
steliaLi n announced its coming. 

The Convention is the first avatar of the people. With 
the Convention, the great new page is turned, and the 
future of to-day begins. 

E%’’ery idea must have a visible covering; every prin- 
cipie must have a dwelling-place ; a Iiiirch is God with- 
Ml four walls ; every dogma must have a temple, Wlieii 
the Convention came into existence, there was a first 
prolileiu to be solved wdiere to locate the Convention. 

First, the M&iago wois taken, then tlie Tuileries. A 
frame-work was raised, with scenery, a great camaieii, 
painted by David, seats systematically arranged, a square 
tribune, parallel pilasters, v/ith socles like blocks, and long 
rectilinear stems, rectangular alveoles, where the multi- 
tude crowded, and which were called public tribunes; a 
Roman velarium, Greek draperies, and within these right 
angles fuul these straight lines the Convention was esrab- 
ILshed; in this geometrical space the tempest was coii- 
On the tribune, the red cap was painted in gray. 
Tlie Royalists began hj laughing at this gray red cap, 
this artificial hall, this monument of pasteboard, this sanct- 
uary of papier-mache, this pantheon of mud and spittle. 
How quickly all that was to disappear! The columns 
were of barrel staves, the arches of batten, the bas-reliefs 
of mastic, the entablatures were of deal boards; the 
statues were made of plaster, the marbles were painty, the 
walls were lliieu ; and out of this ; temporary structure, 
France has made an everlasting institution. 

When the Convention held its sessions in the hsE of tte 
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M&iage, the walls were completed^' covered witli notices 
wMcli had. fiooded Paris at the tinae of the return from 
Yareiiiies. One read tlins ? The king returns ; whoever 
cheers iiini will be beaten, wdioever insults him will be 
hanged.” Anotlier, thus : ‘‘ Peace. ' Hats on the iieacl,. 
He is going to pass before liis Judges,” Anotlier, thus : 

The king lias aimed at the nation. He has hiuig fire ; 
it is the nation’s turii to shoot now.” Another: ‘^Law! 
Law!” It was v/ithin these walls tliat trie Coiiventioii 
judged Louis XA'L 

At the Tiiilleiies, where the Oonvention. !)egaii to sit on, 
the tenth of Ma 3 % 1703, and which wars called tire National 
Palace, the place of assembly occupied the e,iitire space 
between the Pavilion de FHorloge, called Pavilion of 
Unity, and tlie Pavilion Alarsaii, called Pavilion of Lil)- 
erty/ The Pavilion de Fiore was called the Pavilion of 
Equality. Tlie assembly hall was reached by the grand 
staircase of Jean Biillant. Under tlie second story occu- 
pied by the assembly, the entire ground floor of the palace 
was a sort of long gua.rdroom, filled vi.tli bundles and 
camp l)eds of tlie armed troops w].uc!i watclied over the 
Convention, Tire assembly had a guard of honor, called 
the “greiiadiers of tlie Convention,” . ■ 

. A tricolored ribbon separated tlie castle, wliere the 
assembly was held, from the garden where the people 
came and went. 


Hi. 

Let IIS finish describing the hall where the sessions 
were held. Everything about that terrible place is full of 
interest. 

Wliat struck one’s notice on entering was a lofty statue 
of Libert}^ standing between two large vrindows. ** 

Forty-two metres long, ten metres wide, eleven metres' 
high, these were the dimensions of what had once been 
the, theatre of the king, and which was to be the theatre^ 
of the Revolution, llie elegant, magnificent hail built by 
,¥!gar.aiii for the courtiers- disappeared beneath the rough ' 
timber-work which in ’93 supported the weight of tlie 
people. This framework on which the piililic tribunes 
were erectedt had for its only point of BU|)port, a single 
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post, a flotail worthy of note. This post was in one 
wn"’le pieee, and was ten metres in length. Few cary- 
atides have accomplished as much as tins post; tor years 
it held up the weight of the Revolution. _ It bore cheering, 
euthasiasni, insults, noise, tumult, the immense chaos ot 
mmer, riot. It never gave way. Alter the Com ention, 
it .sfiw the Cou-seil des Anciens. The eighteenth Brumaire 

^^Perefefthen replaced the wooden pillar with columns 
of marble, which were less durable. _ 

Tl^e ideal of architecture is sometimes strange; the 
architect of the Rue de Rivoli had the trajectory of a 
cannon-ball for his ideal, the architect of Carlsruhe had a 
tan for Iris ideal ; a gigantic bureau drawer seems to have 
been the ideal of the architect who planned the hall where 
the Convention first sat the tenth of Slay, 1793; it was 
long, high, and flat. On one of the long sides of the par- 
aiicp'tgr.am rvits a wide semicircle; tliis vras the a,inphi- 
theatre, wiih seats h.-r flie representative.s, hut without 
tables or cle.sk ; Garan-Cmdon, who wrote much, wrote on 
his Iciiee; opposite the seats was the tribune; in front of 
the tribune, bust >f Lcpelletier-Saint-Fargeau ; behind 
tlie tribune, the president’s arm-chair. 

The head of the bust came a little above the edge ot 
the tribune, wbi ;h caused its removal later on. 

The anpibitheatre wits composed of nineteen semi- 
circular benebes, rising one behind anotiier ; portions of 
the benches, prolonged the amphitheatre into the two 
corners. 

Relow, in the horseshoe at the foot of the tribune, 
stood i he ushers. 

On one side of the tribune, in a black w'ooden frame, 
Wits fastened to the wall a placard nine feet high, bearing 
on two pages, separated by a sort of sceptre, the declara- 
tion of the rights of man ; 'on the other side was an empty 
space which was filled later by a similar frame contain- 
ing ilie constitution of the year If., the two pages of 
which were separated by a sword. Above the tribune, 
above the bead of tbe orator, from a deep box divided 
into two compartments, filled with people, fluttered three 
great trioolored flags resting almost horizontally on an 
altar hearing this word, “LAW.” Behind this altar rose, 
the sentinel of free speech, an enormous Remap 
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fasces, as tall as a column. Colossal statues straigiit 
against the wail, faced the representatives. The pres- 
ident had Lycurgiis on his right and Solon on liis left, 
above the Mountain was Plato. 

The pedestals of these statues vrere simple dies, placed 
on a long, projecting cornice extending all around the 
hall and separating the people from the assembly. The 
spectators leaned their elbows on this cornice. 

The black wooden frame containing the rights of rnan, 
reached to the cornice and cut into the design of the 
entablature, breaking the straight line ; this caused Clia- 
hot to complain. “ It is ugly,” he said to Vadier. 

The heads of the statues were crowned aiteraately 
with wreaths of oak and laurel. 

A green drapery, painted with similar crowns in. a 
darker shade of green, fell in deep, straight folds from 
the cornice of the periphery, and entirely covered the 
wall of the lower part of the hall occupied by the assem- 
bly. Above this drapery, the wall waas wiiite and cold. 
In this wmll, as if hollowmd out with a punch, wd.th neither 
moulding nor foliage wmre tw'o ro-ws of public tribunes, 
square at the base and round at the top ; according to 
the rule, for Yitnivius was not dethroned; the arcli- 
ivaults were superimposed on the architraves. There 
were ten tribunes on each of the long sides of the hall, 
and at each of tlie two ends two huge boxes ; in all, 
twenty-four. Into these the multitudes flocked. 

The spectators in the lower row of tribunes overflowed 
on all the gumiels, and formed in groups on all tlie reliefs 
of the architecture, A long iwoii bar, securely fastened 
breast liigii, served as a railing for the upper tribunes 
and protected the spectators fr'or.i the crowding of tlie 
throngs coming up tlie staircasCo Once, however, a man 
was pushed over into th;. assembly; befell a little on 
Massieii, bishop of Beauvais, and 'so wms not killed, and 
said : W ell ! so a bishop is really good for something ! ” 

The hall of the Convention could hold two^ thousand 
people: on days of insurrection, three thousand. 

The convention had tw^o sessions, one in the daytime, 
one in the .evening. 

The back of the president’s chair was round, decorated 
■with gilt nails. . His table rested on four winged .monsters 
with a single foot, that seemed to- have come out of the 
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Itn“?olumrbouud ill parchment, which containeclthe 

''^Slated heads, borne on the end of a pike, dripped 

^^The°trSun?^was reached by means of nine steps. 
These steps were high, steep, and diflicult to mount , 
rpnioime stumbled one dav as he was ascending tueia. 
^TheTave said. “Serve your ap- 

the wall seined too 
barVfte <'i'el»tect had placed fasces for ornamentation, 

"" On UrSld S?on the left of the tribune there were 
pedestals lieaving two candelabra tyrelve feet high, each 
witli four iiairs of lamps. Each_ public box had^ similar 
caiulelalira. On tlic pedestals of these candelabra, there 
were curved circles, which the people called guillotine 

*"^The "seats of the Assembly rose almost to the cornice of 
the tribunes; the representatives and the people could 

*^°The exits of the tribunes opened into a labyrinth of cor- 
ridors, usually filled with a furious dm. 

The convention crowded the palace and overflowed into 
the neighboring mansions. Hotel de Longueville and Hotel 
de Coimiv. Hf.tel de Coigny was where the royal furni- 
ture was'removed after the tenth of August, if a letter ot 
Lord Bradford’s can be believed. It took two months 
. to clismaBtle t!ie Tuileries. ^ 4*1.1 

The couiiuitee had their quarters in the vicinity ot the 
hull; the Coinnuttees of Legislature, Agriculture, and 
Commerce were in the Pavilion Egalite ; thos e o f the 
Marine, Colonies, Finance, Assignats and Public W eltare 
in the Pavilion Liberty* The committee of War was m 
the Pavilion tTnitS. _ , g*. 

The Committee of General Safety conimunicated directly 
.' with the Comm.ittee of - Public Welfare by means of a dark 
passage lighted day and night by a reflector^ where the 
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tpies of e¥ery party came and went. People never spoke 
there. 

The bar of the Convention was several times removed. 
Usually, it was at the president’s right hand. 

At the ends of the lidl, the vertical partitions which 
closed the conceiitrio semicircles of the amphitheatre, 
left between them and the wall two narrow, deep lobbies 
from wliicii opened two dark square doors. These w^ere 
means of entrance and exit. 

The representatives entered the hall directly by a door 
opening from the Terrace des Feuillants. 

Tiiisliall, dimly lighted in the daytime by small win- 
dovv s, poorly lighted in the evening with ghastly lamps, 
had a strange nocturnal gloom about it. This dim illiimiiia- 
tioii, together with the evening shades, made the sessions 
by lamplight dismal. The people could not see each other ; 
from one end of the hall to the other, from right to left, 
groups of indistinct faces insulted each other. People 
met w'ith:;vit recognizing one another. One day as Laigne- 
lot was hurrying to tlie tribune he ran against some one 
in the inclined passage. Beg pardon, Robespierre,” he 
said- '• Whom do you take me for ? ” replied a Iiarsh voice, 
‘‘ Beg pardon, .Marat,” said Lalgnelot. 

Two of the lower tribunes, to the right and left of the 
president were I’eserved, for r-trange to say, there were 
privileg;:d spectators afc the Convention. These were the 
only tribunes having any drapery. In the centre of the 
architrave this drapery was caught up by two gold tassels. 
The tribunes for the people w^ere.. bare. 

The effect of all this was intense, savage, regular. 
Savage correctness ; this is ' a suggestion of the whole 
Revolution. The hall of the Convention offers the most 
complete specimen of what artists have since called archi- 
teeture Messidor”; it was massive and slender. The 
builders of that period took symmetry for beauty. The 
last w’ord of the Renaissance had been spoken under Louis 
XV., and a reaction folkwved. The noble in art had been 
carried to insipidity, and purity to monotony. There is 
such a thing as prudery in architecture. After the daz- 
zling orgies in form and color of the eighteenth centiu\y, 
art wms put on a diet, and allowed nothing but the straight 
line. This sort of progress ended in ugliness. Art re- 
duced to a skeleton, was the result. This was the dis- 



Assembly never gave a second 
wiioever saw tlie drama gave no 
" r deformed, nor 
a herd of cowards. 

, in a marsh. There 
threatened, fought and 
■e to-day but phantoms. 

f Titans. 

:hl, the Gironde,— -a legion of thinkers ; on the 
— a group of athletes. On one side, 
received the keys of the Bastille; Barba- 
ronx, whom the Marseilles troops obeyed ; Kervelegan, 
who had the battalion of Brest garrisoned in the Fau- 
bourg Sahit Marceau, under his hand ; Gersonnd, who 
ostal'ilishcd the supremacy of representatives over generals ; 
the fatal Gaudet, to whom the queen showed the sleepuig 
dauphin one night at the Tuileries, Gaudet kissed the 
child’.s forehead and caused the father to lose his head ; 
^ialles, the fanciful denouncer of the intimacies between 
the Mountain and Austria ; Sillery, the humpback of the 
Bight, as Couthon was the cripple of the Left. Lause- 
Buperret, who when called a “rascal” by a journalist, in- 
vited him to dine with him, saying ; “ T know that rascal 
means simply a man who does not think as we do ” ; Ra- 
baut-Saiut-Etienne, who commenced his Almanac of 1790 
with these words : “The revolution is ended”; Quinettej 


thought to the theatre. Nothingwas more 
more sublime. A pile of heroes. 

Wild beasts on a mountain, re 
swarmed, jostled, challenged, 
lived, all those combatants who ar 
A gathering of T‘ ' 

On the rigi , " 
left the mountain,- 
Bnissot, w! 
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me of tliose who overthrew Louis XYI ; the Jarisenist 
Caiiiiis^ who framed the evil constitution of the clergy^ 
believed in the miracles of the deacon Paris^ and kiielt 
down ever}^ iiigiit before a Clirist seven feet high, nailed 
against the wall of his room ; Faucliet, a priest who, with 
Camille Desmoiiiins, caused the fourteenth of July; 
Isiiarii, wdio con:imitted the crime of saying Paris will be 
destroyed,” at the same moment that Brunswick said: 

- Paris will be burned ” ; Jacob Dupont, the first one to 
exclaim “ I am an x4theist,” and to whom Robespierre re- 
plied : “ Atheism is aristocratic ” ; Lanjuiiiais, a sterii^ 
wise, and brave Breton ; Dncos, the Eiiryalus of Boyer- 
Fonf r^de ; Rebecqui, the py lades of Barharoux, Rebecqui 
gave in liis resignation because Robespierre had not been 
guillotined ; Richaiid, who fought the permanency of the 
Sections ; Lasoiirce, who uttered this murderous apoph- 
thegm : Woe to thankful nations ! ” and who afterwards 
at the foot of the scaffold, was to contradict himself by 
liiniing this proud speech at those of the Mountain: “"We 
die because the people are asleep, and you wall die because 
the people will awaken” ; Biroteaii, who had the abolition 
of inviolability decreed, and was thus unconsciously the 
forger of the ehopping-knife, and erected the scaffold for 
himself; Charles Viliatte, who shielded his conscience 
behind this protestation; ‘‘I do not wish to vote under 
the knife ” ; Loovet, the author of Fauhkis^ wdio was te 
end as a bookseller in the Palais Royal with Lodoiska be- 
hind the counter ; Mercier, the author of the “ Tableau de 
Paris,” who exclaimed; ‘‘Every king felt for the nape of 
Ms neck the twenty -first of January”; Marec, whose 
anxiety was the faction of ancient boundaries ; the , jour- 
nalist Carra, who said to the executioner at the foot of the 
scaffold : “ It annoys me to die. I should have liked to 
see what follow^’s ” ; Vig<5e, who had the title of grenadier 
in the second battalion of Mayence-et-Loire, who, when 
threatened by the public tribunes, cried out: “I ask that 
at the first murmur of the public tribunes, we withdraw 
and march to Versailles, sword in hand ! ” Bnzot, des- 
tined to die of hunger ; Valaze, victim of hisowm dagger ; 
Condorcet, who wms to- die at Bourg-la-Reine, changed to 
Bourg-EgaiM, denounced by- the Horace he carried In bis 
pocket; Potion, wdiose fate was to be worshipped by the 
'mulfcitocte in. 1792^ and devoured by the wolves In 1 794 ; 
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Iwentf others beside, Poiitecoiilant, Marboz, LMon, Saint 
Martin, Dussaiilx, the translator of venal,” who took 
part in the campaign of Hanover; Boileaii, Bertrand, 
Lesterp-Beauvais, Lesage, Gomaire, Gardien, Mainvielle, 
Biiplantier, Lacaze, Aiitiboul, and at their head a Baniave 
called Vergniaiid. „ , ^ . 

On the other side, ilntoine-Louise-Leon I loreiie de Saint- 
Just, pale, with a low forehead, regular profile, mysterious 
eve, exceedingly melancholy, twenty-three years of age; 
Merlin de Tliionville, whom the Germans called Feuer- 
Teufel, ‘'fire devil”; Merlin de Boiiai, the guilty author 
of the Law of the Suspected ” ; Soubrany, whom the 
people of Paris, on the first Prairial asked to have for a 
general; the former priest Lebon, holding a sword in 
his hand which had once scattered holy waiter ; Billaud- 
Varennes, who foresaw the magistracy of the future, no 
Judges but arbiters ; Fabre d’Egiantine who made a charm- 
ing discovery, the Republican calendar, just as Roiiget de 
Lisle had a sublime inspiration, the Marseillaise, and 
neither were guilty of a second offence ; the attorney of 
the Commune, who said : “ A dead king is not a man less ” ; 
Gougon, who entered Tripstadt, Newstadt, and Spire, and 
saw The Prussian army flee; Lacroix, a lawyer turned 
general, made chevalier de Saint-Louis six days before 
the tenth of August ; Freron Tliersite, son of Fr4ron-Zo'ile ; 
Ruth the inexorable investigator of the iron press, destined 
fora great Republican suicide he was to kill himself 
the day the Republic died ; Fouch4, with the soul of a 
clemoB, and the face of a corpse ; Camboulas, the friend of 
Father Duchesne, who said to Guillotin; You belong to 
the club of the Feuillants, but your daughter belongs to 
the club of the Jacobins” ; Jagot, who gave this savage 
reply to those complaining about the nakedness of the 
prisoner: prison is a garment of stone;” Javogues,, 

the terrible spoiler of the tombs of Saint-Denis ; Gsselin, 
the proscribeiv who hid in his house Madame Giiarry, one 
of the proscribed ; BentaboIIe, who, when he presided, 
made signs to the tiibunes to cheer or to hoot ; the Jour- 
nalist Robert, the husband of Mademoiselle Kdralio, who 
wrote : N either Robespierre nor Marat come to my house ; 
Robespierre may come whenever lie wishes; Marat 


tot FrahM occurred on May 20, IW,— Tn - 
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never ; Garan-Coiilon, who had ;.'rondIy demanded^ when 
Spain interposed in the trial of Louis XYI., tliat the Assem- 
should not condescend to read a letter from a king in 
behalf of a king ; Gregoire at first a worthy bishop of the 
Primitive Church, but who afterwards under the Empire 
obliterated the Republican Gregoire with Count Gregoire ; 
Amar, who said, — 

The whole earth condemns Louis XVI. To whom 
then shall we appeal for judgment ? To the planets? ” 

Roiiyer, who was opposed to having the camion fired, 
from the Pont-Neiif the twenty-first of January, saying, — 
A king’s head will not make any more noise in falling 
til an the head of any other man;” Chenier, Andre’s 
brother ; V adier, one of those who laid a pistol on. the 
tribune ; Taiiis, who said to Momoro, — 

“ I want Marat and Robespierre to embrace each other 
at my table in my house.” 

“ Where do you live?” 

‘‘ At Ciiarenton.” 

“ I should have been surprised if it were anywhere else,” 
said Momoro. Legendre, who Vv^as the butcher of tlie 
French Revolution, as Pride was the butcher of the Revo- 
lution of England. 

Come, let me knock you down 1 ” he exclaimed to 
Lanjuinais. And Lanjuinais replied, — • 

First let it be decreed that I am an ox.” Collot 
d’lierbois, that melancholy comedian, wearing over his face 
the ancient mask with two mouths whicii said yes and no, 
a| >proving with one what it blamed with the other, branding 
Ca.rrier at Nantes and defying Cl lalier at Lyons, sending 
Roliespierre to the scaifold, and Marat to the Pantheon; 
Geiiissieux wlio demanded tlie ])eualty of death for those 
wlio wore the medallion, Louts X^VJ. 'mcvrtyrlso ; Leonard 
Boiirdoin the schoolmaster, who olfere<l hfs house to the 
old man ol: Mont Jura; Topsent, the sailor; Goupilleaii, 
tlie lawyer; Laurent Lecoiiitre, a merchant; Diihein, a 
physician; Sergeiit, the sculptor; David, the painter; 
Joseph Egalite, a prince. 

Besides these, Lecointe' Puiraveaii, whO' asketl to have 
Manit decreed to be in a state of lunacy ; ” Robert Lindet, 
the disquieting creator of that devil-fish, whose head was 
the Committee of General Safety, and whicii covered 
France with twenty-one thousand arms called the Revo- 
10 
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lutionary Committees ; Lebceuf, about whom Girey-Dupr4, 
in his “ Christmas of False Patriots ” wrote this verse,—. 

“ LebtKiif saw Legendre and bellowed.” 

Thomas Paine, an Aiiienca3i, and merciful ; Aiiacliarsis 
Clocd:s, a German baron, a millionaire, atheist, Ilebertist, 
CduCikl ; the upright Lebas, Mend of the Duplays ; Rovere, 
one of tiiose rare men who are wdeked for wickedness’ 
sake, because art for art's sake exists more than people 
are aware of ; Charlier who wished to have the aristocrats 
fonnaiiy addressed ; Tallien, an elegist and cruel, who will 
cause the ninth Therrnidor from love; Cambaceres, an 
attorney who will be prince ; Carrier, an attorney who will 
be a tiger ; Lapianche, who exclaimed one day : I de- 
mand priority for the alarm-gun ; ” Thuriot, who wanted 
to have the jury of the Revolutionary Tribunal vote by 
acclamation Bourdon de FOise, who challenged Ghamboii, 
denounced Paine, and was denounced by Hebej’t ; Fayau 
who proposed “ to send an incendiary army ” to la Yendee ; 
Tavaux, who came near being a mediator betw’een la 
Gironde and the Mountain; Yeiiier, wdio asked to have 
tiie Girondist Chiefs and the chiefs of the Mountain serve 
as common soldiers; Rewbell, who shut himself up in. 
Mayence; Bourbotte, who liadhis horse killed under him, 
at the taking of Haumur ; Guimberteau, who directed the 
army of tlie coast of Cherbourg; Jard-Panvilliers, who 
directed the army of the coast of Rochelle ; Lecarpentier, 
who directed the squadron of Cancale; Roberjot, for 
whom the ambush of Rastad was waiting ; Prieiir de la 
Marne, wi\o in camp wore his old counter-epaulet of major ; 
l.evasscurde la Sarthe, who with a word decided Surrent, 
emnmandaut of the l^at talion of Saint- Amand, to commit 
siii(jide; Reverchori, Maure, Bernard de Saintes, Charles 
Bichard, Leiiuinio, and at the head of this group a Mira- 
beau called Dan ton, 

< Hitslde these two camps, and respected by both, rose 
a single man, Robespierre, 


V. 

Below crouched Terror, which can be noble, and Fear 
wliicli is base. Beneath passion, beneath heroism, beneath 
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ieTotioii, beneath rage, was the melancliol}^ crowd of th^ 
aiioiiyiiioiis. The dregs of the Assembly were called la 
Plaine. It contained everything drifting; ; men who 
doubted, who hesitated, avIio recoiled, wlio procrastinated, 
those who were spies, eacli fearing somebody. The 
Mountain was the elite; la Plaine was the common crowd*. 
La Plaine was siinniied up and condensed in Sieves. 

Sieyees was a deep man Vvdio had grown shallow. He 
had stopped at the Third-Estate and laid never been able 
to rise to the height of the people. Cei’taiii minds are so 
constituted that they never pass beyond riiediocrityn 
Sieyes called Robespierre a tiger, and he called Sieyes a 
mole. This metaphysician had arrived not at wisdom, 
but at prudence. He was the courtier, not the servitor 
of the Revolution. He took a shovel and went to work 
with the people in the Champ-de-iMars, harnessed to the 
same wagon with Alexandre de Beauharnais. He advised 
energ}^^, but never made use of it. He said to the Giron- 
dists : Put the cannon on your side.” There are thinkers 
wdio are fighters, such as Oondorcet with Yergniaiid, or 
Gamille Besinoulins with Dan ton. There are thinkers 
wdio are anxious to live; such w^ere with Sieyes. 

The most generous vats have their dregs. ' Below even 
the Plaine tliere was the Marais. Hideous stagnation 
disclosing the transparencies of egotism. Tliere the fear- 
ful trembled in dumb expectation. The infamous without 
shame ; latent anger ; revolt under servitude. They w’ere 
cynically frightened ; they bad all the courage of cowa.rd- 
ice ; the}’' preferred la Gironde and chose the ]\Io!.intain ;■ 
the final result depended on them ; they poured out on 
the successful side; they delivered Louis XYJ. to Yer- 
gniaud, Yergniaiid to Danton, Dantoii to Robespierre, 
Robespierre "to Tallien. They pilloried Marat wdiile he 
wws aJive, and deified Marat after he was dead. They up- 
held everything till the day wdieii they overthrew every- 
thing. Tiieir instinct was to give a decisive push to every- 
thing that tottered. In their eyes, as they had been 
brought into service on condition that tliere sliould, be 
solidity, to waver was to betray them. They were num- 
bers, tiiey were force, they- were fear. Hence the daring 
of baseness. . . 

They .were the cause of May 31st, the eleventh Germinal, 
the ninth Thermi.dor; tragedies knotted bv giants and 
nntiecl bf '.dwar& ’ ■' 
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and descent, and bear, terraced on these slopes, all the sea- 
sons from ice to flowers. Each zone of these slopes pro- 
duces in eii suited to its climate, froiF' those wl‘ ’'v.- s-w 
the s-ini to those who live in lightning, 

VII. 

People showed each other the corner of the ptissagc on 
the left where Flobespierre wiiispered in the ear of Garat,, 
Clavitn*e’s friend, this terrible epigTain : (Jiavicre has 
conspired wherever he has respired.” In this same nook, 
convenient for asides and whispered anger, Fa lire and 
d’Eglantine had quarrelled with Roiiime, and reproached 
Mm for disfiguring his calendar bv changing Fervidor to 
Tliermidor. 

People pointed out the corner where the seven repre- 
sentatives of the Haute-Garonne sat, elbow to elbow ; the 
first called to pronomie.e their verdict on Louis they 
replied one after another: Mailhe, ‘Gleath”; Delmas, 
death ” ; Projean, death ” ; Cales, “ death ” ; Ayral, 
death ” ; Jiilien, “ death ” ; Dasaby, dea-th.” 

An eternal reverberation which lias filled all liistory, 
and Avhicli, since liuinaii justice exists, has alunys given 
the echo of the grave to the wall of the trihinic,]. People 
pointed out, ainong this riotous crowd of faces, all those 
men who had been the cause of the hubbiil.) of tragic 
votes : — Paganel, who said,— 

“Death. A king is of no use iiiitil he is dead.” Mil- 
laud, Avlio said, — 

“ If death cli.d not exist to-day, it would be necessary to 
invent it.” The old Raffron du Trouillet, wiio said, — 

“ Death, come quickly I ” Goupilleaii, who exGahned, — 

“The scaffold immediately, Slowiaiss aggnivates 
death.” Sieyes, who exclaimed with funereal concise-' 
ness,— 

“Death.” Tliuriot, who rejected the appeal to the. 
people proposed by Biizot,— ■ 

“ What ! primary assemblies 1 what I forty-four thou- 
sand tribunals ! Trial without end.' The head of Louis 
XVI. would have time to- turn white - before it would 
fall.” Augustin-Bon Robespierre, who excdaiined after 
Ms brother^— . 
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I know iiotliiiig of a Iramanity wiiicli slaughters m 
lions, lutd pordons despots; to ask a reprieve is to substi'- 
t.iiio ioi rtpiioai to tvraots for the appeal to the people. 
Fonssedoili'S Bemaru :i de Saiot« Pierre’s substitute, who 
said.— 

« ! luirea horror of shedding human blood, but the bloody 
ot a king is not the blood of a man. Death.” Jeaii-Bon- 
8aiiit-Andro, wim said, — 

Xo free people^ unless the tyrant dies.” Lavicomterie^ 
wfio prriciaiined this formula, — 

Willie tiie tyrant breathes, liberty suffocates. Death.” 
Chateau iieuf-Raiidori, who cried— 

The death of Louis the Last.” Cuyardlii, who gave 
iittouuiee to this wish, — 

“F.et the ^ BaiTiere-Tlenversee’ be executed (the Bar- 
ri5re-Penversee, or overthrown barrier, was the Barridre 
du Prone). Teilier, who said, — 

a Ci union of the size of Louis XVI.’s head be 
forged, to use agiln.'^t the enemy.” 

And tiie imluigents : Gentil, who said, — 

! vote for imprison merit. To make a Charles I. is to 
make ii Croiuweli.” Ban cal, who said, — 

-‘Exile. !' want to see the first king of the universe 
comleiiiiied to learn a trade in order to earn his living.” 
.Alomiys, wlio said,— 

■ Bardshrneiit. Let this living spectre go to wander 
about thrones,” ' Zangiacomi, who said, — 

“ Let us keep Capet alive for a scarecrow,” Chaillon, 
u ho said,— 

-- fj*t him live, I would not put to death one whom 
lh»]i'ie would canonize.” 

While those sentences, were falling from these stem lips, 
and one after another became historical, in. the tribunes, 
w«>iiie!i wearing low-necked dresses and jewels, holding the 
llsi, i'ouiiKxl tire voices and pricked each vote with a pin. 

Wherever tragedy enters in, horror and pity remain. 

the. Convention during any period of its reign 
was to see the judgment of the last Capet over again ; 
the legmid of, January -^Ist seemed mingled with' ail its 
pUKfetaiiiigs ; the dreadful assembly was full of those 
I'uial breaths, which had blown over the, old torch of mon- 
archy lighted for eighteen centuries, and had put it .out ; 
the decisive trial for ail kings in on© king was like, the: 
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crises ill tlie great war on the Past ; at whateYer session 
of the Convention one was present, the shadow cast by 
the scaffold of Louis XYL seemed to brood over it ; the 
spectators related to each other the resignation of Kersaint, 
the resignation of Roland, how Duchatel, the deputy of 
the Deux- Sevres, being ill, was brought on his bed, and, 
while dying, voted for the king’s life, wbicli caused I\,hirat 
to laugii ; people looked around for the representative, 
forgotten by history to-day, who, after that session of 
tliirty-seveii hours, dropped on his bench overcome with 
weariness and sleep, and, awakened by the usher wlieii it 
was his turn to vote, opened his eyes, said ‘‘ Death ! ” 
and fell asleep again. 

At the time Louis XYI. was condemned to die, Robes- 
pierre had eighteen months longer to live ; Dan ton, fifteen 
months; Yergiiiaud, nine moiitlis; Marat, five months 
and three weeks ; Lepelletier-Sairit-Fargeau, one day. 
Short and terrible breath from human mouths I 


VIIL 

The people had one window opening on tlie Coiweiitlon, 
the public tribunes, and wiien this was insufficient they 
opened the door, and the street entered the Assembly. 

These invasions of the multitude into the senate are 
one of tlie most extraordinary sights of history. These 
irruptions were usually cordial. The street-crossing 
fraternized ivitli the ciirule-chair. But it was a terrible 
cordiality wiiich the people showed one clay when in three 
hours they took the cannon and forty thousand giins^ 
from the liivalides. 

Each instant tiie session was interrupted by a march of 
men ; cleputatioiis, petitions, homages, offerings w^ere 
received at the bar. The pike of honor from the Fau*» 
bourg-Saint- Antoine entered, borne by ’women. The 
English offered twenty thousand shoes to our bare-footed 
soldiers. 

« Citizen Arnoiix,'’ said the If&mteur^ priest of' 
Aiibignaii, commandant f the battalion de la Dr(5ine, 
asks to march Li the frontiers, and to have liis parisli 
preserved for Mm.” 

,,, 'Delegates came from the sections^ hringiBg on ham# 
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hiYvrnvs, clislies, patens, chalices, laoiistraiices, piles ol 
silver, and silver-gilt, as offerings to the country 
From tills iniiititiide in rags, and asked as a recompense 
permission to dance the carmagnole, or Revolutionary 
dunce, beiore the Convention. Chenard, ETarboiiiie, and 
Yulliere came siiiging verses in honor of the Moiintain. 

ff'he bectioB of Mont-Blanc brought the bust of Lepel- 
leiier, and a vomaii placed a red cap on the head of the 
president, who kissed it; citizeiiesses of the Section 
di! 3Iair’ threw flowers to '‘the legislators”; the 
'MMifdls of the country” came, to the sound of music, to 
tlian’k the Con veil tioii for having ‘‘prepared the pros- 
peiity of the age” ; the women from the Section of the 
CTUi'des-Fiunyaises offered roses; the w’omeii from the 
Seciiou of the Champs-EIysees jftered a wreath of oak 
leaves ; the women from the Section of the Temple came 
to file bar to take tlie oath “to marry none but true 
Reimblieiuis”; the Section of Moiiere presented a medal 
of thmiklijs, which was decreed to be suspended from the 
crown (4 tlie statue of Liberty; the Enfan.ts-Trouv4s, 
clcchnvd “eliildreii of the .Republic” filed in, dressed in 
the inilirmal iiniform ; the young girls from the Section of 
Nlnid'y” two' came in long, white di^esses, and the follow- 
ing day the liomtmr contained this line; “The pres* 
idciit received a bouquet from the hands of a young 
beaui.y.” 

The orators saluted the crowds ; sometimes they flat- 
tered them, they said: “You are infallible, you are 
irreproachable, you are sublime”; the people 'have a 
ciiilclisl'i side, they like these sugarplums. Sometimes 
the distiiihaiiee went through' the Assembly, entering m 
a rcge and going out peacefully, as the Rhbiie passes 
tlirmigh Lake Leman, looking like mud when it enters, 
and fleep Iflue when it leaves it. 

Som^wiines it was less pacific, and Heiiriot had gridirons 
for heating the cannon balls brought to the door of the 
Tuiieries. 

IX. 

■ At the same time the Assembly freed itself from the 
revolution; It produced civilization. A furnacej but ■ a 
forge. In this v^at where terror boiled, progress fer- 
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mented. Out of tMs chaos of shadow and. this stormy 
light of clouds, shone immense rays of light parallel to 
the eternal laws. Rays \vhich have remained on the hori- 
zon and forever visible in the sky of the people, and mdiicb 
are justice, toleration, goodness, reason, truth, love. 

Tiie Convention p.romnlgated this great axiom : “ The 
liberty of one citizen ends w-here the liberty of another 
citizen begins,” which comprises in two lines the entire 
law of human society. It declared indigence sacred; it 
declared infirmity sacred, in the blind aiKl the deaf uiiutes 
who became wards of the State ; maternity sacred, in the 
girl -mother, whom it consoled and relieved; childhood 
sacred, in the orphan that it caused to be adopted by the 
country ; innocence sacred, in the acquittal of the accused, 
whom it indemnified. It branded the slave trade; it 
abolished slavery. It proclaimed civic joint respon- 
sibility. It decreed gratuitous instruction. It organized 
national education: by the normal school in Paris, by 
the central school in the principal towns, and primary 
schools ill tlie Commune. It created conservatories and 
museums. It decreed unity of the Code, unity of weights 
and measures, unity of calculation by the decimal system. 
It established the finances of France, and caused 'public 
credit to follow the long monarchical liankruptey. It 
brought the telegraph into use, gave endowed hospitals 
for the aged, clean hospitals to the sick, the Polytechiiio 
school to instruction, the Bureau of Longitudes to science, 
the institute to the human mind. 

It was cosmopolitan as well as national. Of the eleven 
thousand t’wo hundred and ten decrees passed by the 
Convention, one third have a political aim, two thirds 
have a humanitarian aim. It declared morals to be the 
universal foundation of society, and conscience the uni- 
versal f oun dation of law. And all this — slavery abolished^ 
brotherhood proclaimed, humanity protected, human con.- 
science rectified, the law of wmrk transformed to a priv- 
rlege, and from being onerous made helpful, national 
mmaltli strengthened, childhood brightened and assisted, 
letters and science propagated, light shed on every sum- 
mit, help for all the w’-retched, encouragement of ail prin- 
cipals,— all this the Convention brought about,' having in 
itS' vitals that hydra, la Vendee, and on its shoulders that 
pile of tigers^ the kings- ' 
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T'RSirE^^DOUs sta^e ! All types ; liiimaii, inluimaii, aii€ 
gnperliiimaii were there. Epic gathering of antagonism; 
CT!iiI!otijie avoiding David, Bagire insulting Cliabot, 
(4aiiclet jeering at Saiat-Jiist, Vergiiiaiid sconiiiig Dantoii, 
liHivet attacking Robespierre, Buzot deiioiincing Egaiite, 
Chainl'joii branding Paehe,-~all execrating Marat. 

And how many other names ought to be recorded still! 
Aroioiivilie, called Bonnet-Rouge, because he would only 
sit ill a Phrygian cap, a friend of Robespierre, and wisli-^ 
iiig after Louis XYI. to have Robespierre guillotined” 
from a love of equilibrium; Massieii, a colleague and 
double of that good Lamourette, a bishop made to leave 
his name to a kiss ; Lehardy du Morbilian stigmatizing 
the priests of Brittany ; Barere, the man of majorities, 
who presided when Louis XVL appeared at the bar, and 
who was to Pamela what Louvet was to Lodoi’ska : the 
orator Daunou, who said, Let us gain time ; ” Dubois 
Crance, in whose ear Marat stooped to whisper; the 
lilarquis de Chateauneuf; Laclos, Herault de S6chelles, 
who drew back before Henri ot, exclaiming, '^‘Gunners, to 
your guns I ” Jiilien who compared the Mountain to Tlier- 
inojiyi® ; Gamon, who wished to have one of the public 
tribunes reserved solely for women; Laloy, wdiobestow^ed 
the honoi’s of the session on bishop Gobei, who came to 
tile Convention to lay down the mitre and to don the red 
cap; Lecomte, %vho exclaimed, “So the honors are for 
any wlio will lay down his priestly robes!” Feraud, 
whose head Boissy-d’Anglas saluted, leaving it an open 
cpiestion to history, whether Boissy-d’Anglas saluted the 
head, that is to say the victim, or the pike, that is to say 
the assassins; the two brothers Duprat, one a Moiita- 
gnard, the other, a Girondist, who hated each other, as did 
the two brothers Chenier. 

At this tribune were spoken those giddy words wliicii 
sometimes, though unknown to him who has uttered 
them, produce the prophetic accent of revolutions, and in 
<,;onsequenc 0 of which material facts seem abruptly to 
assume a strange discontent and passion,:as if they had 
taken offence at the things they had just heard ; passing 
events seem incensed at what is spoken ; catastrophes 
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arise Ml of wrath, and as if exasperated by the words of 
oieii. So a voice in the mountain is enough to let loose 
an avalanche. A word too much may be followed by 
a caving in. If the w^'ord had not been spoken, it would 
not have liappeiied. It seems sometimes as if events 
were irascible. 

It was ill this way, by the chance word of an orator 
misunderstood, that Madame Elizabeth’s head was made 
to fall. At the Convention, intemperance of language 
wnis aliowabie. Threats flew and crossed each other in 
a discussion like firebrands in a conflagration* 

FUion. Robespierre come to the point. 

Mohespierre, Tiie point is yourself, Petioii, I will come 
to it, and you will see it. 

A Voice. Death to Marat. 

Mctmt. The Marat dies there will be no more 
Paris, and the day Paris perishes, there wdll be no more 
Republic. 

Billaiid- Yaren nes rises and says: ‘‘We are willing.’^ 
— Bareu’e interrupts him: “You speak like a king.” 
Another day Phillipeaux said : “ A member has drawn 
his sword on me.” 

Audowln, President, call the assassin to order. 

The President. Attention. 

Aiudoidn. President, I call you to order myself. 

The people laughed riidel}^ 

Zecointre. The priest of Chant-de-Boiit complains of 
Pauchet, bis bishop, who forbids him to marry. 

A Voice. I don’t see ivby Fauchet, wlio has his mis- 
tresses, wishes to prevent others from having wives. 

A}iother Voice. Priest take a wife ! 

The tribunes joined in the conversation. They ad- 
dressed the Assembly familiarly. One clay Representa- 
tive Riiamps went up into the tribune. One of Iris hips 
\vcs innch larger than the other. One of the spectators 
-ried out to iiim: “Turn that to the right side, for you 
have a cheek like David.” Such were the liberties that 
people took with the Convention.' Once, however, in the 
tumult of April llth, 1793, the president caused a disor- 
derly spectator in the tribune to be arrested. 

(hie day the session had old Buoiiarotti for a witness 
Robespierre takes the floor and speaks two hours, looking 
at Daiiton, sometimes straight in the eye, . which was 
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serious, sometimes askance, which was worse. He thun* 
(Ifi'ed to the end, however. He ended in an explosion of 
ilidiijiialion, full of ominous words: “We know the in- 
triguers, we know the corrupters and the corrupted, we 
know the traitors ; they are in this assembly. They hear 
us, we see them and our eyes do not leave their faces. 
Let them look above their beads, and they will see the 
sword of the law ; let them look into their consciences 
and they will see their infamy. Let them be on their 
guard.” And when Robespierre had ended, Danton with 
his face turned to the ceiling, his eyes half -closed, one arm 
over the back of his seat, throws himself back and is 
heard to hum, — 

Cadet Roussel fait des discours 

Qui ne sont pas longs quand 11s sont courts.'*’^ 

The Imprecations called for retorts.— Conspirator ! — 
Assassin ! — Tillain ! — Factioiiist I — Moderate ! — They 
ihaiounced each other to the bust of Brutus which was 
there. Apostrophes, insults, cliallenges. Angry looks 
IViuu one side to the other, threatening fists, pistols half 
shown, daggers half drawn. Tremenclous blazing of the 
trllaine. Some talked as if they were leaning against 
tile guillotine. Heads wagged, ominous and terrible, 
l^hintagiuirds, Girondins, Feuillants, Moderantistes, Ter- 
roristes, Jacobins, Cordeliers, eighteen regicide priests. 

All these men! A mass of smoke driven in every 
direction. 

XL 

Minds, a prey to the wind. 

But this wind a miraculous wind. 

To be a member of the Convention was to be a billow 
of the ocean. And this was true of the greatest. The im- 
pelling force came from above. In the Convention there 
wiis a will power belonging to all and belonging to none, 
liiis will power was an idea, indomitable and boundless, 
which blew from the height of heaven into the darknes® 




Roiissers speeches are of the sort 
That are not long' when thev are. Miopt* 
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below. We call t-Ms the Revolution. When this idea 
passed, it overcame one and lifted up another ; it carried 
away some on the top of the wave, and shipwrecked 
others. This idea knew where it was going, and drove 
the gulf before it. To impute the Revolution to men is 
to Impute the tide to the biilov/s. 

Revolution is an action of the Unknown. Call it good 
action or bad, according as you aspire to the future or the 
past, but leave it to whatever has caused it. It seems 
the common work of great events and great individuals 
combined, but it is in reality the resultant of events. 
Events spend, men pay. Events dictate, men sign. Jiil^^ 
14 is signed Camille Desmoulins, August 10 is signed 
Danton, September 2 is signed Marat, September 21 is 
signed Gregoire, January 21 is signed Robespierre ; but 
Desmoulins, Danton, Marat, Gregoire, and Robespierre 
are mere clerks. The immense and awful author of these 
great pages has a name, God ; and a mark, Fate. Robes- 
pierre believed in God. Of course 1 

Revolution is one foriu of the inherent phenomenon 
which presses us on eveiy side, and which we call ne- 
cessity. 

Before this mysterious complication of benefits and 
suffering arises the Why?” of history. 

‘‘ Because.” Tins, the reply of one who knows nothing, 
is also the reply of one who knows everything. 

In the presence of these climacteric catastrophes which 
destroy and give life to civilization, one hesitates to 
judge tlie details. To blame or praise men on account of 
the result, is almost like praising or blaming figures on ac- 
count of tlie sum total. Wliatever is to happen, tiappens; 
whatever is to blow, blows. The eternal serenity does not 
suffer from these north winds. Above Revolutions, Tnitli 
and Justice reign, as the starry heavens above the tempest 


XIL 

Such was tliis boundless Convention; an Intrenched 
camp of the humaii race attacked by all the powers of 
darkness at once,' the. night fires of a besieged army of 
ideas, thC' i,mmeiise bivouac of minds ■ on the edge of 
a precipice* Uothiiig in history -can be compared to this 
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"atlieriiig, both senate and populace, conclave and street 
crossingrareopa-gus and public square, tribunal and the 
aeciised. 

1'lie Convention always yielded to the wind; but the 
ivind ca,.ine from tbe mouth of the people and was the 
broalh of God. 

And to-day, after eighty years have passed, each time 
that the Convention comes up before the thought of 
a man, w^hatever he may be, historian or philosopher, that 
iiiaii stops and meditates. It is impossible not to give 
attention to this great procession of shades. 


CHAPTER IL 

MAEAT m THE LOBBY, 

As he had aiinoiineed to Simonne Evrard. Marat went* 
io the Conventkai the next day after the meeting in Rue 
dll Faon. 

Ar the Convention there was present a Maratist marquis, 
Louis do l^loniaut, the one w-ho later on preseut^i! g, 
thahnal clock, surmounted by a bust of Marat," to the Cfe 
yeniiom 

As Marat entered, Chahot had just approached 

Ci-devaiitd'' he said. 

3fontaut. raised his eyes. 

Why do you call me ci-devant? 

“ Because that Is wiiat you are/'^ 

« 1 9 » 

Since you were a marquis/^ ■ 

■ ]\%ver.*” 

father ..was a soldier, my 'grandfather ■ was a 
weaver.'*^ 

Wiiat are you singing about, Montaut ? 

‘‘My name is not Montaut?” 

“ What is it then? ” 

« I call myself Maribon. 

" Indeed,” said Chabot, “ it: js all' the same to mm** 

And he added between his teeth, — 

‘'He won’t be a marquis,” ' 


Mmmr^TMEMw.- , i5i 

Marat stopped in the passageway at the left and looked 
at Moiitaut and Ghabot. 

Every time that Marat entered, it created a coniiBotioii, 
but a.t a distance from him. All around liim it was silent. 
Marat paid no attention to it. He scorned the “ croaking 
ill the marsh.” 

In the obscurity of the lower row of seats, Coiip6 de 
FOise, Priiiieiie, Villars, a bishop w^ho later became a rneim 
ber of the French Academy, Boutroue, Petit, Plaichard, 
Boiiet, Thibaudeau, Vaidruche, pointed Mm out one to 
another. 

“See, Marat P’ •• 

“Is he ill?” 

“Yes, for he is in Ms dressing-gown?^ 

“Ill his dressing-go'wii?” 

“ By Heavens, yes I ” 

“ He dares to do anything*.” 

“ He dares to come to the Convention in this way I ” 

“ Since lie came here one day crowned with laurels, he 
Eiay as well come in his dressing-gown I ” 

“ Face of copper, teeth of verdigris.” 

“ His dressing-gown, looks new.” 

“What is it made of?” 

“ Of rep,” 

“ Striped.” 

Look at his lapels.” 
a They are fur.” 

“ Tiger skin.” 

“Mo, ermine.” 

“ Imitation.” 

“ And lie has on stockings/' 

“ That is strange.” 

“ And buckles on his shoes.” 

“ Of silver ! ” 

“The sabots of Camboulas will not forgive him that> 
On the other benches they pretended not to see Marat. 
The people talked of other things. Santhonax addressed, 
Bussaulx. 

“ Diissaiilx, you know — 

“What?” 

The ci-devant Count de Brienne ?” 

“ Who was at la Force with the ci-devant duke de YW 
leroy?” 
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I koew both of them. Well?” 

“ They were so miich frightened that they sainted all the 
redcaps 'of ail the turnkeys, and one day they refused to 
play a game of piquet because they w^ere given a pack of 
sards with kings and queens.” 

Well?” 

‘‘They were guillotined yesterday ” 

“Bo til of them?” 

“Both of them.” 

“ On the whole, how did they behave in prison ? ” 

“Like cowards.” 

“And how w^ere they on the scaffold?” 

“Fearless.” 

Aisd Diissaulx uttered this exclamation, — 

‘‘ It is easier to die than to live.” 

Ihu-hi’e was in the midst of reading a report concerning 
i:i \h:‘iidee. Nine hundred men of Morbihan had set out 
w i I h t'<i I moil to the relief of iSTantes. Redon was threatened 
by rlie [jeasants. PaimlxBuf was attacked. A fleet was 
i!ruising about Maindrin to prevent invasion. From In* 
grande to ]\laure, the entire left bank of the Loire was 
bristling with Royalist batteries. Ten thousand peasants 
had possession of Pornic. They were crying, “Long if, ve 
t he Faiglisli ! ” A letter from Santerre to the Convention, 
which ilarere read, ended thus : “ Seven thousand peasants 
have attacked \ainnes. We repulsed them and they left 
four cannon in our bands-—” 

“ And how many prisoners ?” interupted a voice. 

Barerc continued, — “Postscript of the letter: «We 
have no prisoners, because we no longer take any.’ ” 
.Marat, always imiiiovahle, was not listening ; he seemed 
he absorbed hy his own stern thoughts. In his hand 
he iipld a- paper whicli he crumpled between his fingers, 
and if any mie had unfolded this paper he could have read 
these lines in Comoro’s handwritingand which were prob- 
ably a reply to some question asked by Marat. 

“ A ot 1 1 in g (?an be d one against the sovereign power of 
the delegated commissioners, above all, against the dele- 
gates of the Committee of Public Welfare." It was in vain 
that Gemisseux said, in the session of May sixth: ‘Each 
c(mimissioner is more than a king,’ it was of no use. They 
have power over life and. deatk . Massade, at Angers; 
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Trallard, at Saint- Amand; Nyon, near General March’s; 
Parreiii, with the army of the Sables ; Millier, with tlie 
army of the Mort ; — each is all-powerful. The club of the 
Jacobins lias gone so far as to name Fari’ein, brigadier- 
general. Circumstance pardons everything. A delegate 
from the Committee of Public Welfare liolcls in check a 
com mander-in-chief * 

Marat finished crumpling the paper, put it in his pocket, 
and went slowl}?” towards Montaut and Chabot who were 
still talking and had not seen him enter. 

Chabot was saying, — 

Maribon or Montaut, listen to this : I come from the 
Committee of Public Welfare.” 

And what are they doing there? ” 

4 . They are sending a noble to watch a priest.’^ 

«Ah!” 

“ A noble like yourself — 

« I am not a noble,” said Montaut* 

“ To a priest — ” 

Like yourself.” 

“ I am not a priest,” said Chabot. 

Both hurst out laughing. 

“ Give the particulars of the story,” continued Montaut 

“ Here they are. A priest called Cimourdain has been 
delegated wo‘.th full powers to a visCount lUiniecl Gaiivain; 
this viscount has command of the mvestigating column of 
the coast army. The question is to prevent the noble 
from cheating, and the priest from treason.” 

That is very simple,” replied Montaut ; ‘‘ all that is 
necessary is to introduce death into the matter ” 

1 come for that,” said Marat 

They raised, their heads. 

Good-morning, Marat,” said Chabot, you come but; 
seldom to our sessions.” 

“My physician has ordered baths for me” replied 
Marat 

“ You must beware of baths,” replied Chabot “ Seneca 
lied in a batli.” 

Marat smiled. 

“ Chabot, there is no l^ero here.” 

You are here,” said a harsh voice* 
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It was Danton who passed by on bis way up to his seat 

Marat did not turn around. 

He bent his bead down between the two faces of Moii« 
taut and Cbabot. 

Listen, I have come for a serious matter, one of us 
three must propose to-day the draft of a decree to the 
Couvention,” 

‘‘ Not I said Montaut, ^Hhey would not listen to me. 
I am a marquis.” 

“ They would not Hsten to me ” said Chahot, “lam a 
Capuchin.” 

“ And they would not listen to me,” said Marat, “ I am 
Marat.” 

There was a silence between them. 

It was not easy to question Marat when he was absorbed 
in thought. However Montaut ventured to ask, — 

“ Marat, what is the decree you wish for ?” 

“ A decree for punishing with death any military leader 
who lets a rebel prisoner escape.” 

Chabot interrupted him. 

“This decree already exists ; it was voted the last of 
April” 

“ Then it is as good as a dead letter,” said Marat. “ x411 
through la Vend6e they are letting prisoners go, and giv* 
ing them protection with impunity.” 

“ Marat, that is because the decree is not in force.” 

“Chahot, it must be given new life.” 

“ Witliout doubt.” 

“And to do that, it is necessary to speak to the Con« 
vention.” 

“The end will be reached,” added Montaut, “if the 
Commitleo of Public Welfare have the decree posted up 
in ail the communes of la Yendee and make two or three 
good examples.” 

( )f the great leaders,” continued Chabot. “ Of the gen- 
erals,” 

Marat growled : “ To be sure, that will do.” 

“Marat,” continued Chahot, “go yourself and say so to 
the Committee of Public Welfare.” 

Marat looked at him full in the face, which was not 
agreeable even for Chabot. 

“ Chabot,” he said, “ the Committee of Public Welfare m- 
at Robespierre’s house ; I do not go to Iiob@spierre’ shons®.^ 
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I will go m 5 rseif,” said Montant. 

« G'ood,’’ said Siarat. 

The following' day an order from the Comiiiitte.e of 
Public Welfare was sent in every direction, coiamaiidiiig 
notices to be put up in tlie towns and villages of Teiidee, 
and the strict execution of the deci'ee of wnlh to aiiy one 
conniving in the escape of brigands mid rebel [)risoriers. 

This decree was but a first step; the Convention was to 
go still farther. Some months later, tlie eleven tli Biii- 
iiiaire, year II. (N"ovember, 1793'), with regard to Laval 
which had opened its doors to the Yendean ft:gitives, it 
decreed tiiat any tow^n which slioiikl give asylum to the 
rebels should be demolished and destroyed. 

In their turn tlie princes of Europe, in the Duke of 
Brunswick’s inaiiifesto, inspired by the refugees, and 
framed by the Marquis de Lin non, intendant of the Duke 
of Orleans, declared that all Frenelimen taken arnied 
should be shot, and that if a hair fell from the king’s Iiead^ 
Paris should be razed. 

Cruelty against barbarism. 


164 


NiNETr-TrinES. 


nm THIED.-IN YMsm. 


BOOK FIEST. 

LA VEXDEE. 


CEL\PTER L 

THE FOKESTS. 

At that time tliere were seven terrible forests. Ir 
ilrittuny. The Vendeiin war was a priestly I’evolt. The 
fori*.sts Were aai aiixilitiry to this .revolt. "The spirits of 
darkness ^dve one anotlK-r aid. 

Tiie st;van i>lac*k Forests of Brittany were the forest 
of Fraif^^vres, whieh bars the waiy between Pol a,nd 
Avranelies; the forest of Prince, eight leagues in elrenni 
ferenee; the forest of Paimpo.nt, full rtf laviiic ; ari' 
brooks, almost inaccessible from the side of Baigno'g bill 
easily penetrated from Concornet, a royrdist market- 
town ; tin; hiresi of Eeniies, from which Vras hetird the 
tCKNin of the republican pr.rislies, alwa.ys immeroiis near 
the b>W!!s (Jt- was there that Piiysaye ruined Focard); 
the forest of 3dacheeonl, tvhere the wild beast diarette 
!iadhisden; the forest of la Gariiaclie, whieh belonged 
to la Trianoiile, iiauvaiii, and the Rohans : the forest of 
Bi’oeeliaiide, wliich ]>elonged to the fairies. 

A nobleman in Brittany had the title of ‘SSeigneur of 
the Seven Forests.-’ It was the Tiscoinit de Fontenay, a 
Breton prince. 

For the Breton prince - was entirely distinct from 
the French prince. The. Rohans were Breton princes, 
Ganihu: de Salutes, in ills report to the Coiivciiiioin tiie 
fifteenth Xivose, year IL, thus described the Prince d© 
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Talniont- : That Capet of the brigands, SoTereign of the 

'Marne and oi* .Xorinandy.” 

TiiC‘ liistiiry erf tl'3e forests of Brittany, from 1792 to 
'would fonn a histoiy by itself, and it would mingle 
lik'f t] legend in the great scheme of La Vendee. 

History has its triitli, so has legend. Legendary truth 
is of a ditfereiit nature from historical truth,. Legendary 
inith is invention, the result of which is reality. Still, 
Iiis;(n*y ajifl legend have tlie same end, depicting man 
cbniicdi in the* man of the passing moment, 

Ita '\"’eiide(3 can only be fully explained by su])plemeiit- 
iiig* history w^itli legend; history is necessary for the 
rdiVrl as II Viiiole, and legend for the detail. 

We ma)" say that La Vendee is worth the trouble, lar 
Waidee i.-, a prodigy. 

That war of the Ignorant ^^o stupid and so splendid, 
-al’ioiiriiiabie and magnificent, desolated France and iiiacle 
it proud. La Vei'idch^ is a sear which is a glory. 

.At «;'ertain times liinnaii society lias its prolrfems ; 
I'srol'ileriiS which are resolved i3.ito light for the wise, and 
f a* the ir';noiMrit Into olcscnrity, violence, and liarbarity. 
11ii* pliihist^plao* h<‘sitnt‘s to bestow . Irfame. He takes 
aeeoiuit til* ilie troulfie that is caused by tlie problems,, 
Tia* problems d(j not ]kiss wiiliout easting beneath them 
a sliatlow like that irf* ('luuds. 

if you would imdersla nd la Vendee, imagine tills antag« 
(.iiiisra : on one? sidi^ the Fi'eiieli Ivevolution ; on tlie otlier, 
llit*. Breton peasant. f)[)}iosite these unecjualled events, 
seriously thrcahniiig all lienetits at once, outburst of an- 
giw ('ivilizittloin outburst of mad progress, boundless and 
iminitdllgilde iiiiju'ovemeut, place this savage, serious aiul 
sir;mgi\ tiiis man with a, clear eye and long hair, living 
Mil liiiik and chestnuts, limited to his thatched roof, his 
he*lge, and Ills ditch, dLstinguishing each iieighboiing 
iiamku liv ihe sound of its bell, using water only for 
drink, vvcaiing a haither jacket ornamented with, ara- 
bespui’s Ml Silk, lined united and wearing embroidered gar- 
ments, tattooing his clothes as his ancestors the Cells 
tatfuoeil lla*ir faces, resjiecrfing a master in his executioner, 
speaking a d(»a<l language, which (?auses him to dv/ell in 
a iianital tomb, gomling his oxen, wdietting his scythe, lioe- 
ing his grain, kneading Ins buckwheat bread, Tenerating 
ftrst Ms plough, then his gimdmother, believing in the 
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NINETT-THEME. 


PAET THIED -IK VEKDEE. 


BOOK FIRST. 

LA VENDEE. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE FORESTS. 

At that time there were seven terrible forests fe 
Brittany. The Vendean war was a priestly revolt. The 
forests were an auxiliary to this revolt. The spirits of 
darkness give one another aid. 

The seven Black Forests of Brittany were the forest 
of Foiigeres, which bars the ^yay between Dol and. 
Avranehes ; the forest of Prince, eight leagues in circum 
ference; the forest of Paimpont, full of ravine:^ aii< 
brooks, almost inaccessible from the side of Baignou, but 
easily penetrated from Concornet, a royalist market- 
town; the forest of Rennes, from which was heard the 
tocsin of the republican parishes, always numerous near 
the towns (it was there that Puysaye ruined Focard) ; 
the forest of Machecoiil, where the wild beast Charette 
had his den; the forest of la Gariiache, which belonged 
to la Trernoille, Gauvain, and the Rohans ; the forest of 
Broceliande, which belonged to the fairies. 

A nobleman in Brittany had the title of Seigneur of 
the Seven Forests.” It was the Viscount de Fontenay, a 
Breton prince. 

For the Breton prince was entirely distinct from 
the Frencli prince. The Rohans were Breton princes. 
Gamier de Saintes, in his report to the Convention, the 
fifteenth Mvosej year IL, thus described the Prince de 
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Talmont : That Capet of the brigands, Sovereign of the 

Marne and of Normandy.” 

The history of the forests of Brittany, from 1792 to 
1800, would form a history by itself, and it would iningie 
like a legend in the great scheme of La Vendee. 

History has its truth, so has legend. Legendary truth 
is of a different nature from historical truth. Legendary 
truth is invention, the result of which is reality. Still, 
history and legend have the same end, depicting man 
eternal in the man of the passing moment. 

La Vendee can only be fully explained by supplement- 
ing history with legend ; history is necessary for the 
effect as a whole, and legend for the detail. 

We may say that La Vendee is worth the trouble. La 
Vendee is a prodigy. 

That war of the Ignorant, so stupid and so splendid, 
•abominable and inagniflcent, desolated France and made 
it proud. La Vendee is a sear which is a glory. 

At certain times human society has its problems ; 
problems which are resolved into light for the wise, and 
for tlie ignorant into obscurity, violence, and barbarity. 
The philosoplier hesitates to bestow blame. He takes 
aecount of the trouble that is caused by the pi’oblems, 
The problems do not pass without casting beneath them 
a sliadow like that of clouds. 

If you Avould understand la Vendee, imagine this antag- 
onism : on one side the French Revolution ; on the other, 
the Breton peasant. Opposite these unequalled events, 
seriously threatening all benefits at once, outburst of an- 
gry civilization, outburst of mad progress, boundless and 
unintelligible improvement, place this savage, serious ami 
strange, this man with a clear eye and long hair, living 
on milk and chestnuts, limited to his thatched roof, his 
hedge, find his ditch, distinguishing each neigh] joring 
hamlet by the sound of it« bell, using water only for 
drink, wearing a leather jacket ornamented with ara- 
besques in silk, uneducated and wearing embroidered gar- 
ments, tattooing his clothes as his ancestors the Celts 
tattooed tlieir faces, respecting a master in his executioner, 
speaking a dead language, wliich causes him to dwell in 
a mental tomb, goading his oxen, whetting his scythe, lioe- 
ing his grain, kneading his buckwheat bread, venerating 
5rst his plough, then his grandmother, believing in the 
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Blessed Virgin and the White Lady, a deYotee before the 
altar and also before the tail, mysterious stone standing 
in the midst of the moor, a hiisbaiiclmaii in the field, a 
fisherman on the sea-coast, a poacher in the thicket, loving 
his kings, his seigneurs, his priests, his lice ; thougiitfiil, 
often perfectly still for hours together on the great des- 
erted sandy shore, listening gloomily to the sound of the 
sea. 

And ask yourself if this blind being could accept this 
light* 


CHAPTER 11. 

THE ME3Sr. 

The peasant is dependent on two things ; the field which 
yields his nourishment, the wood where he hides. 

It would be difficult for one to imagine what the for- 
ests of Brittany were; they were towns. ISTothing could 
be more silent, more mute and wild than those inextric- 
able tangles of thorns and branches ; those widespread 
thickets were the dAvelling-places of silence and repose, 
no desert could seem more dead and more sepulchral. 

If the trees could have been cut away suddenly and 
with a single stroke, like lightning, a swarm of men 
would have come abruptly into view. 

Round, narrow pits, screened outside with coverings of 
stones and branches, first placed vertically, then horizon- 
tally, spread out underground like tunnels, ending in dark, 
gloomy chambers ; that is what Gambyses found in Egypt, 
and Westermann found in Brittany ; theformer wereiii the 
desert, the latter in Brittany ; in the caves of Egypt there 
were dead men, in the caves of Brittany there were living 
beings. One of the wildest clearings in the wood of 
Misdon, completely perforated with galleries and cells 
where a mysterious people came and went, was called 
Grande ville.” Another clearing not less deserted 
above ground, and not less inhabited below, was called 
’“la Place royale” 

This subterranean life had existed in Brittany,, from 
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tiaie immemorial. Man had always fled before man there. 
Hence these dens of reptiles hollowed out under the trees. 
They dated back to the Druids, and some of these crypts 
were as ancient as the cromlechs. The larvse of legend 
and the monsters of history, all passed over this black 
country, Teutates, Csesar, Hoel, Neomenes, Geoffrey of 
England, Alain-gant-de-fer, Pierre Mauclerc, the French 
house of Bids, the English house of Montfort, kings and 
dukes, the nine barons of Brittany, the judges of the 
Grands- Jours, the counts of I^antes quarrelling with the 
counts of Rennes, highwaymen, banditti, the E'ree com- 
panies, Rene II., Viscount de Rohan, the governors for 
the king, the “ good Duke de Chanlnes,” hanging peasants 
under Madame de Sevigne’s window ; in the fifteenth cent- 
ury, the seigneurial butcheries ; in the sixteenth and sev- 
enteenth centuries, the religious wars; in the eighteenth 
century, thirty thousand dogs trained to hunt men; 
under this frightful trampling underfoot the people re- 
solved to disappear. The Troglodytes to escape the Celts, 
the Celts to escape the Romans, the Britons to escape the 
ISrormans, the Huguenots to escape the Catholics, the 
smugglers to escape the excisemen, — each in turn took 
refuge first in the forests, then under the ground. The 
resource of wild beasts. Thus it is that tyranny reduces 
nations. For two thousand years, despotism in all its 
forms, conquest, feudalism, fanaticism, the exchequer, all 
hunted down this wretched, desperate Brittany ; a sort of 
inexorable battue, wdiich only ceased in one form to begin 
under another. The men went to ground. 

Dismay, which is a kind of anger, was all ready in their 
souls, the caves were all ready in the woods, when the 
French Republic burst forth. Brittany rose in revolt, 
finding herself oppressed by this forced deliverance, the 
customary mistake of slaves. 
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OHAPTER III 

MEK AND FORESTS IK COKKIVAKCE. 

The tragic forests of Brittany resumed their md r6ie 
again and became the servants and accomplices oi this 
rebellion, they had been of all the others. 

The subsoil of these forests was a sort of madrepore, 
pierced and traversed in every direction by a labyrinth of 
saps, cells, and galleries. Each of these blind cells shel- 
tered five or six men. The difficulty was in getting air 
there. There are certain strange figures, wliich explain 
this powerful oi^ganization of the widespread peasant re- 
volt. In Ille-et-Yilaine, in the forest of Pertre, asylum 
of the Prince of Talmont, not a breath could be heard, 
not a human footstep was to be found, and yet there w^ere 
six thousand men there wdth Focard. In Morbihan, in 
the forest of Meulac, no one was seen, and yet eight 
thousand men were there. These two forests, the Pertre 
and Meulac are not numbered among the great forests of 
Brittany, If one entered them it was terrible. These 
deceitful thickets, full of combatants crouching in a sort 
of underground labyrinth, were like enormons concealed 
sponges, from which, under pressure of that gigantic foot, 
the lievolution, gashed fortli civil war. 

Invisible battalions were lying in w^ait. These un- 
known armies meandered beneath the Republican troops, 
came suddenly out of the ground and then went back 
again, leaping forth in vast numbers and vanished out of 
sight, it was everywhere and nowhere; an avalanche, 
then dust, giants with the gift of diminishing in size: 
giants for fighting, dwarfs for disappearing. Jaguars 
with the habits of moles. 

^ Beside the forests there were the woods. Just as below 
cities there are villages, so below forests there are thick- 
ets. Tlie forests w’-ere hound together ])y a maze of woods 
spreading in every direction. The ancient castles, which 
were fortresses 5 hamlets^ which were camps; freeholds 
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wMcli were enclosures of ambushes and snares ; farinsj sur- 
rounded with trenches and palisades of trees, — these were 
the meshes of that net which caught the Republican 
armies. 

This whole was called the Bocage. 

There was the wood of Misdon, in the centre of which 
was a pond, and which belonged to Jean Chouan; there 
was the wood of Gennes, belonging to Taillefer ; there was 
the wood of la Hnisserie, belonging to Goiige-le-Bruant ; 
the wood of la Gharnie, belonging to CourtilM-le-Batard, 
called the apostle Saint Paul, cliief of the camp of the 
Yache-Noire ; the wood of Burgault, belonging to that pu^.- 
zling Monsieur Jacques, destined to a mysterious end in 
the vault of Juvardeil; there was the wood of Cliarreau, 
where Pimousse and Petit-Prince, attacked by the garrison 
of Chateauneuf, seized the grenadiers in the republican 
ranks around the waist and carried them away prisoner ; 
the wood of la Heiireuserie, scene of the rout of the of 
the Longue-Faye ; the wood of Aulne, from whicli the route 
between Rennes and Laval could Ido seen ; the wood of la 
Gravelle, which a prince of la Tremoille won in playing 
bowls ; the wood of Lorges on the Cotes-de-hTord, where 
Chaiies de Boishardy ruled after Bernard de Yilleneuve; 
the wood of Bagnard near Fontenay, where Lescure chal- 
lenged Chalbos, who, although one against five, accepted 
the offer ; the wood of la Durondais, formerly disputed by 
Alain le Redru and Herispoux, son of Charles the Bald; 
the wood of Ci'oqueloup, on the boundary of that moor 
where Coquereau sheared the prisoners ; the wood of la 
Croix-Bataille which lent its aid to the Homeric insults 
given by Jambe-d’ Argent to Moriere and by Moriere to 
Jambe-d’ Argent; the wood of la Saudraie, which we have 
seen scoured by a Parisian battalion. There "were many 
others beside. 

In several of these forests and woods, there were not 
only subterranean villages grouped about the leader’s 
burrow, but there were also veritable hamlets of low huts 
concealed under the trees, and so numerous that sometimes 
the forest was fi.llecl with them. Often their smoke be- 
trayed them, Two of these hamlets in the wood of Mis- 
don have become famous, Lorriere, near Letang, and the 
group of huts called Rue-de-Bau, on the side of Saiatr 
Ouen-les-Toite. “ . ' 
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The women liyed in the huts, and the men, in the caves. 
For this war they made use of the galleries of fairies and 
the old Celtic mines. They brought food to the men 
buried in the caves. There w^ere those who v/ere forgotten 
and (lied of hunger. Beside, there irere some who ivere not 
bright enough to know^ how to open their pits. Usually, 
the cover rmvie of moss and branches, -was so artisticaUj? 
fashioned that although impossible to distinguish it out- 
side ill the grass, it was very easily opened "and closed 
from within. These retreats were hollowed out with 
great care. They threw the earth wd,iich tliey removed 
from the cave into some neighboring pond. The walls 
inside and the ground were covered with ferns and moss. 
They called this habitation ‘‘la ioge/" They thrived in 
them although they were without daylight, witliout fire, 
without bread, and without air. 

To rise without precaution among the living, and to 
exhume tliemselves unseasonably was a serious matter. 
They might find themselves among the legs of a marching 
armjn Terrible woods; snares with a double trap. The 
Blues did not dare to enter; the Whites did not dare to 
leave. * . . 


CHAPTER IV. 

THEIE LIFE UNDEEO-EOirm 

The men in these dens became restless. Sometimes at 
night, in spite of the danger, they^ would leave them and 
go forth to dance on the neighboring moor. Or else they 
prayed, to kill time. “ AH day long/^ said Bourdoiseau, 
“ Jean Chouaii made US tell our beads.^^ 

It was almost impossible wdien the time came round, to 
prevent those of the lower Maine from leaving to take 

S irt in the Pete de la Gerbe. ' Some had their own ideas. 

enys, called Tranche'-Montagne, disguised himself as, a 
woman to goto see ■ the comedy at .Laval; then he went 
back to Ills cave,,' , 

They would suddenly make away with theinselTaSi 
leaving the dungeon for the grav^*. 
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Sometimes they would raise the. cover of their hole and 
listen for distant fighting; they followed tlie struggle 
with their ear’s. The firing of the Republicans was regu- 
lar, that of the Royalists, intermittent ; this was their 
guide. If the firing of the platoons ceased suddenly, it 
was a sign that the Royalists were ^vorsted ; if the irreg- 
ular firing continued and seemed to disappear in the dis- 
tance, it was a sign that they had the advantage. The 
Whites always pursued ; the Blues never, for the country 
was against them. 

These underground warriors were admirably drilled, 
Hothing was swifter than their communications, nothing 
more mysterious. They had broken down all the bridges, 
they had destroyed all the wagons, and yet they found a 
way to tell each other everything and to warn each other 
in season. Relays of emissaries rrere established from 
forest to forest, from village to village, from farm to farm, 
from hut to hut, from hush to bush. 

This stupid-looking peasant went along carrying mes- 
sages in his stick, which was hollow. 

A former constituent, Boetidoiix, to enable them to go 
from one end of Brittany to the other, furnished them 
with Republican passports of the new design, with a 
blank for their names, of which this traitor had large 
bundles. It was impossible to detect them. Secrets 
entrusted to more than four hundred thousand indivi- 
viduals,” said Puysaye,'^ “ rvere religiously kept.” 

It seemed that this square, enclosed on the south by the 
boundary of the Sables to Thouars, on the east by the 
boundary of Thouars to Saumiir and by the river of Tlioue, 
on the north by the Loire, and on the west by the ocean, 
had a common nervous system, so that, not a point of 
this ground could stir without the whole being set in 
motion. In a twinkling, they were informed of ISToir- 
moiitier at Lii9on, and the camp of La Loue knew’^ what 
was going on in the camp of Croix-Morineau. One would 
have said that the birds had something to do with it. 
Hoche wrote, the seventh Messidor, year III : “ One 
would have believed that they had telegraphs.” 

They had clans, like the Scotch. Each parish had its 
captain. My father took part in that war, and I am abk 
to say something about it. 

^Yol IL, pageSS, 
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CHAPTER T, 

THEIR LIFE IN TISIE OB" WAR. 

Mahy of them had no .arms but pikes. They had 
plenty of good fowling-pieces. Their were no more skiL 
fui marksmen than the poachers of the Bocage and the 
smugglers of Loroux. 

They were strange, frightful, fearless warriors. The 
decree to raise three hundred thousand men caused the 
tocsin to sound in six hundred villages. The crackling 
of fire burst from every point at once. Le Poitou and 
Anjou exploded the same day. W e may say that the 
first peal of thunder was heard before 1792, the eighth 
of July, a month before the tenth of August, on the moor 
of Kerbader. Alain Redder, to-day forgotten, was the 
forerunner of La Roche jaquelein and Jean Chouan. ^ The 
royalists compelled all able-bodied men to march, under 
pain of death. They requisitioned horses, wagons, and 
provisions. Immediately, Sapinaud had three thousand 
soldiers ; Cathelineau, ten thousand ; Stofflet, twenty 
thousand, and Chare tte w^as master of ISToirmontier. The 
Viscount de Scepeaux roused Haut Anjou ; the Chevalier 
de Dieuzie, rEntre-Yilaine-et-Loire ; Tristan-rHermite, 
the Bas-Maine ; the barber Gaston, the town of Guem6n4e; 
and the Abbe Bornier, all the rest, A little thing was 
enough to raise these multitudes. 

In the tabernacle of a priest who had taken the oaths, 
^pTHe^urenT as he was called, they placed a large black 
cat which jumped out suddenly during the mass. ‘‘It 
is the devil ! ” cried the peasants, and the whole canton 
rose in revolt. A breath of fire came from the confes- 
sionals. 

For attacking the Blues and for leaping ravines, they 
had a long stick, fifteen feet in length, the./er^ a weapon 
and an aid to flight. In the thickest of the conflict, when 
the peasants were attacking the Republican squares, if 
they met a cross or a chanel on -the battlefield, all would 
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fall on their knees^ repeating their prayers under fire ; as 
soon as their beads were told, those who were left jumped 
to their feet and rushed on the enemy. Alas, what giants I 
They loaded their guns as they ran, that was their talent 
They could be made to believe anything; some priests 
showed them other priests whose necks they had red- 
dened with a drawn cord, and said to them; ‘‘These 
are the guillotined brought back to life.” They had their 
fits of chivalry ; they honored Fesque, a republican ensign, 
who let himself be sabred without dropping his flag. 
These peasants jested ; they called, the married priests 
Republicans : cles sans-calottes devemis sam-cidottes. 

At first, they were afraid of the cannons; afterwards 
they jumped on them with their sticks and took them. 
To begin with, they took a fine bronze cannon, which they 
named the Missionary ; then another dating back to the 
Catholic wars and on which were engraved the arms of 
Richelieu and a figure of the Virgin ; they called it Marie- 
Jeanne. When they lost Fontenay, they lost Marie- 
Jeanne, around which six hundi'ed peasants fell without 
flinching; then they recaptured Fontenay in order to re- 
capture Marie-Jeanne, and they brought it back under 
the flag embroidered with a fleur-de-lis, covering it with 
flowers, and made the women kiss it as they passed by. 
But two cannons were very little. Stofflet had taken 
Marie- Jeanne ; Cathelineau, jealous, left Poir-en-Mange, 
besieged Jallais, and took a third cannon; Forest attacked 
Saint Florent and took a fourth. Two other captains, 
Chouppes and Saint-Pol, did better ; they represented 
cannons with trunks of trees and gunners with manikins, 
and with this artillery, which they laughed about heart- 
ily, they drove back the Blues at Mareuil. This was the 
period of their greatness. 

Later, when Chalbos routed La Marsonni^re, the peas- 
ants left thirty- two camion, with the arms of England, 
behind them on the dishonored battlefield. Then England 
paid the French princes, and they sent “ the funds to 
Monseigneur,” Nantiat 'wrote, the tenth of May, 1T94, 
“because Pitt had been told that it was proper to do so.” 
Mellinet, in a report the thirty-first of March, said ; “ The 
cry of the rebels is : ‘Long live the English ! 

The peasants lingered behind to plunder. These devo- 
tees were robbers. Savages have vices. Tt was througli' 
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these that civilization captured them later* Puysaye 
says, YoL IL, page 187 : “I have several times saved the 
town of Flelan from pillage.” And further on, page 484, 
he abstains from entering Montfort : “I made a circuit 
to prevent the pillage of the houses of the Jacobins.” 
They })Iunclerecl Cholet; the sacked Challans. After 
having missed Granville, they pillaged Yille-Dieu. They 
called the countrymen who joined the Blues, ‘‘ the Jacobin 
crowd,” and they made an end of these sooner than any 
others. They loved carnage like soldiers, and massacre 
like brigands. To shoot the ‘‘ Patauds ” that is the hour-^ 
fjeo’h, pleased them ; they called it “ se decaremer or imi- 
releffthif/. At Fonteiiay, one of their priests, the Cure 
Barbotm, struck down an old man with his sabre. At 
Saiiit-vGermain-sur-Illey^ one of their captains, a nobleman, 
shot the attorney of the Commune dead, and took his 
wjitcli. At Machecoul, tiiey cut down the Republicans 
regularly, at the rate of tliirty a day for five weeks; each 
chain of'tiiirty was called ‘4'iie rosary.” They placed the 
chain in front of a ditch and shot the men; as they were 
shiOtibey fell into the ditch sometimes alive, but they w’ere 
buried all the same. We have already seen this custom. 
Joubert, president of the district, had his hands sawed 
otL They put sharp-edged handcuffs, forged for the pur- 
pose, on the prisoners of the Blues. They put them to 
death in the public square, to the sound of war cries. 
Charette, who signed : Fraternity ; Chevalier Charette,” 
and who, like Marat, wore a handkerchief on his head, 
tied above his eyebrows, burned the city of Porni and the 
inhabitants in their houses. 

At this time. Carrier was frightful. Terror answered 
to terror. The insurgent Breton had almost the same 
appearance as the insurgent Greek, with his short jacket, 
gun slung over his shoulder, leggings and wide breeches 
similar to the Greek fiistand ; the peasant boy resembled 
the Greek klephth. Henri de la Rochejaqiieleln, at the 
age of twenty -one, set out for this war with a stick and 
,a pair of pistols. 

"The Yendljan army numbered a hundred and fifty-four 
divisions. They made regular sieges ; they held Bressuire 
blockaded for three days.: . One Go^ Friday^ ten thou 
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sand peasants, cannonaded the ' town of the Sables with 
red hot balls. They succeeded in. destroying ^fourteen 
republican cantonments, from Montigne to ■Couj' heveilles^ 
in one single day. 

On the high wail at Thouars, this superb dialogue was 
heard between La Ibochejaqueleiii and a peasant boy^-— 

«Carl!’’ 

« Here I am.’^ 

Let me climb up on your shoulders«^^ 

‘^All right” 

Your gun” 

Take it.” 

And la Rochejaquelein leaped into the town, and ttw* 
towers which Duguesclin had beseiged, were taken whii- 
out ladders. 

They preferred a cartridge to a louis-d’or. They wept 
when they lost sight of their own belfry. To flee seemed 
easy to them ; then their chiefs w’ould exclaim : Throw 
away your sabots, but keep your guns ! ” When ammu- 
nition gave out, they told their beads and took powder 
from the ammunition wagons of the Republicans ; later 
d’Eib4e demanded powder from the English. When the 
enemy drew near, if they had any wounded, they concealed 
them in the tall wheat or among the virgin ferns, and 
after the affair was ended came back to get them. 

They wore no uniforms. Their elothing was in tatters. 
Peasants and noblemen were dressed in the first rags 
they could find. Roger* Mouliniers wore a turban and a 
cloak taken from the wardrobe of the theatre of La Fleche ; 
the Chevalier de Beauvilliers wore an attorney’s robe 
and a woman’s hat over a woollen cap. All wore the 
white scarf and belt; the different ranks were distin- 
guished by knots. Stofflet had a red knot; La Roche- 
Jaqueiein, a black knot; Wimpfen, a semi-Girondist, who 
never left brormandy, wore the brassart of the Carabots 
of Caen. They had women in their ranks ; Madame cle 
Lesciire, who became Madame de Rochejaquelein later; 
Th^rese de Mollien, La Rouaire’s mistress, who burned 
the list of the parish chiefs ; Madame de La Rochefoucauld 
beautiful, young, sword in hand, rallying the peasants at 
the foot of the great towers of the castle of Puy-Rousseau ; 
and Antoinette Adams, called Chevalier Adams, who was 


176 


MINMTY-TIi EM. 


SO courageous that after her capture when she was shol| 
they stood out of respect. 

This epic time was cruel. The people were niaci 
Madame de Lescure purposely made her horse walk over 
the disabled republicans lying on the gTound ; dead/^ 
said she ; perhaps they were only wounded. 

Sometimes the men were tx'aitors ; the women, never. 
Mademoiselle Fleury of the Th4^tre Fraii9ais left Rouarie 
for Marat, but from love. The captains were often as 
ignorant as the soldiers ; Monsieur de Sapinaud did not 
know how to spell; he wrote ^^orions^^ for auriofis^ 
” instead of 

The leaders hated each other ; the captains of the 
Marais cried : “ Down with those of the High Country ! ” 
Their cavalry was not very numerous, and difficult to 
bring togethei’. Puysaye wrote: ‘‘A man who would 
cheerfully give me his two sons grows cold if I ask for 
one of his horses.” Fertes, pitchforks, scythes, guns old 
and new, hunting knives, spits, cudgels tipped and stud- 
ded with iron, such were their arms ; some of them 
carried crosses made of dead men’s bones. 

They made their attacks with loud ci'ies, springing 
forth suddenly on every hand, from the woods, the hills, 
the underbrush, hollow paths; they formed crescents, 
killing, exterminating, blasting, and disappearing. When 
they passed through a Republican town, they cut down 
the Tree of Liberty, burned it and danced in a circle 
around the fire. All their pleasures were at night. This 
was the Vendeaii rule, always to be unexpected. Tliey 
would go fifteen leagues in silence without bending a 
blade of grass on their way. When evening came after 
determining between the chiefs and the warnouncil, the 
place where they were to surprise the Republican posts 
the next morning, they would load their guns, mumble 
their prayers, take ofi; their sabots, and file in long columns 
through the woods, barefooted, over the heather and 
moss, without a sound, without a word, without a breath. 
A march of cats in the darkness. ■ 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE SOUL OP THE EARTH ABSORBED BY MEN. 

La Vendee during the revolt numbered no less than five 
hundred thousand men, women, and children. Half a 
million of soldiers, these were the figures given by Tufiln 
de la Rouarie. 

* The federalists gave their assistance ; the Gironde was 
a party to la Vendee, la Lozere sent thirty thousand men 
to the Bocage. Eight departments united ; five in Brit- 
tany, three in N'ormandy Evreux, which fraternized with 
Caen, was represented in the rebellion by Chaiiinont, its- 
mayor, and Garclembas, one of its leading men. Buzot, 
Gorsas, and Barbaroiix, at Caen ; Brissot, at i\loulins ; Clias- 
san, at Lyons ; Rabaut Saint-Etienne, at Nismes : Meillan 
and Duchatei, in Brittany, — 'all these mouths blew the fur- 
nace. 

There were two Vendees, Great Vendee, which carried on 
the forest war ; and Little Vendee, which carried on the 
war of the thickets, — that was tir: slight difference which 
separated Cliarette from Jean Cliouaii. Little Vendee wtis 
innocent; Great Vendk" was corrupt. Little Vend4e was 
more important. Gharette was made marquis, lieutenant- 
general of the king’s armies and was decorated with the 
great cross of Saint Louis : Jean Cliouan remained Jean 
Chouan. Cliarette inclined to the bandit, Jean Chouan 
was more of a knight-errant. 

As for those mrgnanimous chiefs, Bonchamps, Lescnre, 
la Rocliejaquelein, they were mistaken. The great Catho- 
lic army was a foolish attempt ; disaster wus inevitable. 
Can one imagine a tempest of peasanfii attacking Paris? 
a coalition of villages besieging the Pantheon . a pack of 
Christmas carols and orisons barkhig around the Marseil- 
laise ■? a crowd of sabots rushing on a legion of intellects? 
Le Mans and Saveiiay punishod this madness. It was 
impossible for la Vendee to pass the Loire. She could ac- 
complish anything exce^^t stride. Civil war does not 
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conquer* Crossing tlie Rhine is the crowning work of 
Caesar and the additional glory of Hapoleoii; crossing the 
Loire kills la Rocliejaqiieleiiu 

Tlie true sphere of la Vendee is within her own hoiiiida* 
ries, there she is more than invuinei-able, she is intangible. 
The Vendeaii at home is a smnggier, a farmer, soldier, 
shepherd, poacher, sharpshooter, goatherd, bellringer, 
peasant, spy, assassin, sacristan, wild beast of the woods. 

■La Rochejaquelein is only Achilles; Jean, Cliouaii is 
Proteus. 

La Vendee miscarried. 

Other revolts have been successful ; the Swiss insur- 
rection for example. There was this difference between a 
mountainous revolt like the Swiss, and a forest revolt like 
the Veiiclean, that almost always because of the fatal 
influence of environment, the one is struggling for an 
ideal, and the other for prejudices. One soars, the other 
crawls. One fights for humanity ; the other, for solitude. 
One desires liberty ; the other, isolation. One defends the 
Commune; the other, the parish. — “ Communis in ! Com- 
munism ! ’’ cried the heroes of Marat, — One has to do with 
precipices ; the other, with quagmires. One is the man of 
torrents and foamy waters ; tiie other, the man of stagnant 
puddles where fever lurks. The head of one is among the 
stars ; that of the other, in the thicket. The one is on a 
summit ; the other, in a shadow. 

Education arising from mountain tops and low lands is 
not the same. 

The mountain is a citadel ; the forest, an ambuscade : 
one inspires boldness; the other, strategy. Antiquity 
placed the gods on pinnacles, and satyrs in grooves. The 
satyr is the savage ; half man, half beast. Free countries 
have their Appenines, their Alps, their Pyrenees an Olym- 
pus. Parnassus is a mountain. Mont Blanc was the 
colossal auxiliary of William Tell ; behind and above the 
great contests of spirits, against the darkness which fills 
the poems of India, the Himalayas are seen. Greece, Spain, 
Italy, Helvetia, have the mountain for a type ; Cimmeria, 
Germany, or Brittany have the woods. The forest is bar- 
barous. 

The formation of the ground affects many of man’s 
actions. It is more of an accomplice than is realized. In 
sight of some wild landscapes, one is tempted to exoner* 
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ate man^ and iiierimiiiate creation ; one feels the silent r«- 
hellion of nature ; the desert is sometimes injurious to, 
conscience, especially an unenlightened conscience; con- 
science may be gigantic, as with Jesus and Socrates ; 
it may be dwarfed, as with Atreus and Judas. A small 
conscience cjuickl^r becomes reptile ; the shady forest trees, 
the brambles, the thorns, the marshes under the branches, 
are a fatal habitation for it ; it is mysteriously permeated 
there by evil persuasions. Optical ilkisions, inexplicable 
shadows, terrors of the hour or place, throw men into a 
sort of fear, half religious, half brutal, which in ordinary 
times engenders susperstition, and in periods of violence, 
brutality. Hallucinations hold the torch wliicli lights 
the path of murder. There is a touch of niadiiess in the 
brigand. Wonderful nature has a double meaning, whicli 
dazzles great minds and blinds uncultivated souls. When 
man is ignorant, when the desert is filled witli visions, the 
darkness of solitude is added to the darkness of intelli- 
gence ; hence, in man, the possibilities of perdition. 

Certain rocks, certain ravines, eertohi copses, certain 
wild openings through the trees at evening, impel man to 
mad and awful deeds. One might almost say that there 
are evil places. 

What tragic deeds that gloomy hill between Baignon 
and Pleian has witnessed ! 

Wide horizons lead the soul to broad ideas; circum- 
scribed horizons engender narrow ideas; this sometimes 
condemns great hearts to become small minded : as, for 
example, Jean Chouan. 

Broad ideas hated by narrow ideas, — this is the very 
struggle of progress. 

Country, Fatherland, — ^tiiese two words comprise the 
whole Vend^an war; a quarrel of the local idea with the 
universal idea ; peasants against patriots. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

I^A VEKBEE WAS THE END OP BEITTAHY. 

Bbittant is an old rebel. Every time that it had re< 
volted for two thousand years, it had been in the right ; 
the last time it was in the wrong. Still, in reality, against 
tiie Revolution as against the monarchy, against the act- 
ing representatives as against the governing dukes and 
peers, against the assignats as against the subsidies, who- 
ever the combatants might be, ISTicolas Rapln, Francois 
de la Roue, Captain Pluviaut and Lady de la Garnache, 
or Stofflet, Coquereau, and Lechandelier de Pierreville, 
under Monsieur de Rohan against the king, and under 
Monsieur de La Rochejaquelein for the king, Brittany was 
always waging the same war, — the war of the local mind 
against the central mind. 

These ancient provinces were like a pond : these slug- 
gish waters were averse to running ; the winds blowing 
over them did not give them life, it irritated them. 
France ended at Finisterre ; the field given to man ter- 
minated there, and there the march of generations stopped. 
Halt ! cried the ocean to the earth, and barbarism tc^ 
civilization. Every time that the centre, Paris, gives an 
impulse, whether it comes from royalty or the Republic, 
whether it be in the direction of despotism or liberty, it 
is a novelty and Brittany bristles. Let us be in p^ice. 

do they want of us? The Marais takes its pitch- 
fork, the Bocage takes its carbine. All our attempts, our 
initiative in legislation and education, our encyclopedias, 
cur philosophies, our geniuses, our glories, have come to 
naught before the Houroux; the tocsin in Bazoiiges 
threatens the French revolution, the moor of Faoii revolts 
against our stormy public squares, and the bell of Haut- 
d(‘s I'^res declares war on the tower of the Louvre. 

Terrible blunder. 

The Yendean insurrection was a dismal mistake. 

A colossal skirmish, chicanery of Titans, boundless 
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rebellion, destined to leave to history hut a single word, 
>-a word notorioos and black; committing suicide for 
the absent, devoted to egoism, spending its time in offer*' 
lug great bravery to cowardice, without calculation, with- 
out stratagem, without tactics, without plan, without aim, 
without a chief, without responsibility ; showing to what 
extent will can be powerless ; chivalric and savage ; ab- 
surdity in rut, building a parapet of shadows against the 
light ; ignorance making a long, stupid, superb resistance 
to truth, justice, right, reason, and deliverance ; the dis- 
may of eight years, the ravage of fourteen departments,, 
the devastation of fields, the destruction of crops, burn- 
ing villages, ruining towms, pillaging houses, the massacre 
of women and chiidren, a torch in the cottages, a sword 
in the hearts of the people, the terror of civilization, the 
hope of Pitt ; such was this war, — an unconscious attempt 
at parricide. 

Taken all in ail, by demonstrating the necessity of pene- 
trating in every way the old Breton shadow and of pierc- 
ing that thicket with all the arrows of light at once, la 
Vendee has been of service to progress. Catastrophes 
have a gloomy way of settling matters. 


BOOK TWO. 

THE THREE CHILDREN. 


CHAPTER! 

PLUS qUAM CIVILIA BELLA. 

The summer of 1792 had been very rainy ; the summer 
of 1793 was very hot. In consequence of the civil war, 
there were, so to speak, no roads in Brittany. People 
went about there, however, thanks to the beauty of the 
summer. The best route is dry ground. 

At the end of a serene July day, about an hour after 
sunset, a man on horseback, who came from the direction 
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of Avrancfies, stopped before the little iim called the 
Croix-Brancliard, at the entrance of Poiitorsoii^ and the 
sign of which bore this mscription, that was still legible 
a few years ago ; Good cider on draught.” It had been 
hot ail day, but the wind was beginning to blow. 

This traveller was wrapped in a wide cloak, which 
covered the horse’s back. He wore a broad-brimmed hat 
with a tricolored cockade, a bold thing to do in Ifliis 
country of hedges and gunshots, where a cockade w-as a 
target.* His cloak tied at the mck was ^iirown back to 
leave his arms free, and underneath was seen a tricolored 
belt and two pistols sticking out of the belt. A sabre 
hung down beyond the cloak. 

As the horse stopped, the door of the inn opened, and 
the innkeeper came out with a lantern in his hand. It 
was just between daylight and darkness; it was light oa 
the road and dark in the bouse. 

The host looked at the cockade. 

Citizen,” said he, do you stop here?®* 

u]sro.” 

« Where are you going then ? ” 

‘‘To BoL” 

« In that case^ return to Avranches or stay at Pontor* 
son.” 

“Why?” 

“Because they are fighting in Doi®® 

“Ah I ” said the cavalier. 

And he added, 

“ Give some oats to my horse.” 

The host brought a bucket, emptied a bag of oats into it 
and unbridled the horse, 'which began to snort and to eat 
The conversation continued,^ — 

“ Citizens, is this a horse of requisition?” 

“No.” 

“ Is it yoiirs ? *■ 

I k)tight it and paid for it,” ■ 

■ Where do yon come from ?” 

From -Paris” 

“Not directly?” 

'::.«No” ■ 

' ,:“1 knew it, the roads are closed* But the pc^wagon 
ftillrans.” ■ 

/ "Asfar as Alenjon. I lef t it thera” 
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« All! soon there will be no more posts in France. 
There are no more horses. A horse worth three hundred 
francs brings six hundred, and fodder is high. I have 
been post-master, and now I keep a cook-shop. Out of 
thirteen hundred and thirteen post-masters, two hundred 
have resigned. Citizen, have you travelled under the 
new tariff ? ” 

« Of the first of May, — yes.^"^ 

« Twenty sous per post in a carriage, twelve sous in a 
cab, five sons in a wagon. Did you buy this horse at 
Alen9on ? ’’ 

Yes.” 

You have been riding all day^ to-day?*^' 

« Since daybreak.” 

And yesterday ? ” 

And the day before.” 

“I see that. You came by way of Domfront and 
Mortain ? 

‘‘And Avranches.” 

Take my advice and rest yourself, citizen. You must 
be tired. Your horse is.” 

“ Horses have a right to he tired, but men have not.” 

The host fixed his eyes again on the traveller. He had 
a solemn, calm, stern face, framed in gray hair. 

The innkeeper glancecl along the road, which was 
deserted as far as he could see, and said, — 

And you are travelling alone like this 
I have an escort.” 

« Where is it ? ” 

“ My sabre and my pistols.” 

The innkeeper went to get a pail of water, and 
watered the horse, and while the horse was drinking, the 
host contemplated the traveller, and said to himself, “ All 
the same, he looks like a priest.” 

The cavalier continued, — 

You say that they are fighting at Do! ?” 

Yes. It ought to be beginning this very minute.” 

“Who are fighting?” 

“ A ci-devant against a ci-devant*” 

What did you say ? ” 

“ I say that a ci-devant who is for e Republic is fight-* 
ing against a ci-devant who is for tu.e 
“But there is no king. now-”;,,' : '* 
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«« Tiiere!s tlie little one. ■ And tlie strange part of it 
liiat the two ex-nobles are two relatives*” 

The cavalier listened attentively* The innkeeper went 
on: 

“ One is young, the other, old ; it is a grand-nephew 
fighting against his great uncle. The uncle is a Royalist ; 
the nephe w, a patriot. The uncle commands the Whites, 
the nephew commands the Blues. Ah! they will give 
m quarter, be sure of that. It is war to the death.” 

To the death ? ” 

“Yes, citizen. Wait, would you like to see the polito 
speeches they throw at. each other’s heads ? Here is a 
notice the old man found a way to have posted up every- 
where, on all the houses and all the trees, and which he 
had stuck up even on my door?' 

The host held his lantern near a square of paper fast- 
ened to one of the leaves of his doubie-door, and as the 
notice was in large letters, the cavalier was able to read 
from his horse, — 

“ The Marquis de Lantenac has the honor to inform 
his grand-nephew, Monsieur the Viscount Gauvain, that 
if Monsieur le Marquis has the good fortune to capture 
his person, he will have Monsieur le Viscount quietly 
shot.” 

“And,” continued the innkeeper, here is the reply.” 

He turned around and threw the light from his lantern, 
on another notice posted opposite the first on the other 
leaf of the door. The traveller read, — 

“ Gauvain warns Lantenac that if he takes him be will 
have him shot.” 

“Yesterday,” said the host; “the first placard was 
pasted up on my door, and this morning, the second. 
The reply was not long coming,” 

The traveller, in an undertone, as if talking to himself, 
littered these few words, which the innkeeper heard with- 
out taking in their Ml meaning, — 

“ Yes, it is more than civil war, it is domestic war. It 
is necessary, and it is well. The great rejuvenations of 
peoples are at this price.” 

And the traveller, raising his hand to his hat and fixing 
his eyes on the second notice, saluted it. 

The host continued, — 

“ citizen^ this is bpw iti is* In the cities and thi 


WlMETT-m-BMK 


mu 

large towns we are for the Revolution, in the country they 
are against it.; that is to say, in the cities they are French, 
in the villages they are Breton. It is a war of bourgeois 
against the peasants. They call ns boors, we call them 
clowns. The nobles and the priests are with them*” 

Kot all,” interrupted the cavalier. 

« Beyond a doubt, citizen, for we have here a viscount 
against a marquis.” 

And he added in a low voice to himself,™ 

And I believe that I am speaking to a priest ” 

The cavalier continued, — 

And which is winning ? ” 

« The viscount at present. But he has a hard time. 
The old man is terrible. These people belong to the family 
of Gaiivain, nobles of this country here. It is a family 
with two branches ; there is the large branch, the chief of 
which is called the Marquis de Lantenac, and the small 
branch, the chief of which is called the Viscount Gauvain. 
The two branches are now fighting. Such a thing is not 
seen among the trees, hut it is seen among men. This 
Marquis de Lantenac is all-powerful in Brittany ; among 
the peasants he is a prince. The day he landed he had 
eight thousand men in no time ; in a week, three hundred 
parishes were raised. If he had been able to take a corner 
of the coast, the English would have landed. Fortunately, 
this Gauvain was there, wdio is his grand-nephew, — a 
strange occurrence. He is the Republican commander, and 
he repulsed his great-uncle. And, then, as luck w'ouid 
have it, this Lantenac, on his aii-ival, while massacring a 
lot of prisoners, had caused two ’women to be shot, one 
of whom had three children who had been adopted by a 
battalion from Paris. That made them a terrible bat- 
talion. It \vas called the battalion of Bonnet-Rouge, 
there are not many of these Parisians left, but they are 
turioiis soldiers. They have been incorporated into 
Commandant Gauvain’s division. Nothing withstands 
them. They are determined to avenge the death of the 
women, and have the children again. Nobody knows 
what the old man has done with these little things. That 
is what enrages the Parisian grenadiers. If these children 
had not beeiimixed up in it, I suppose this war would not 
be what it is. The viscount is a good, brave young man. 
But the old man is a terrible marquis. The peasants call 
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It the war of Saint Michael against Beelzebub* T ou know, 
perhaps that Saint Michael is an aaigel of this part of the 
country. He has a mountain in the bay. He is said to 
have overthrown the devil and to have buried him under 
another mountain which is near here, and is called Tom- 
belaiiie.” 

“Yes,” murmured the ca%^alier, “Tumba Beleiii, the 
tomb of Belus, of Bel, of Belial, of Beelzebub,” 

“ I see that you know about it.” 

And the host said, aside to himself, — 

“ He knows Latin, and he is surely a priest,” 

Then he added t “Well, citizen, for the peasants, it is 
that war over again. It is evident that to them Saint 
Michael is the Royalist general, and Beelzebub is the 
patriot commander ; but if there is a devil, it is surely 
Lantenae, and if there is an angel it is Gauvain. Won’t 
you take something, citizen ? ” 

“I have my gourd and a piece of bread. But you have 
not told me what is going on in Dol,” 

“This is it. Gauvain is commanding the exploring 
column of the coast. Lanteiiac’s aim was to rouse a 
general insurrection, to strengthen Lower Brittany with 
Lower Xormandy, to open the doors to Pitt, and to in- 
crease tlie great Yendean army witli twenty thousand 
Eiigiisli and two hundred thousand peasants. Gauvain 
cut short tins plan. He holds tlie coast, and is drivirig 
Lantenae into the interior and the English into the sea 
Lantenae was here and lie drove him away ; lie has taken 
Poiit-au-Beau away from liim, he lias driven him from Av- 
ranches, lie lias driven him from Yilledieii, lie has pro* 
vented him from reaching Granville, He is manoeuvring 
to drive him back into tlie forest of Fougiu*es and to sur- 
round him there. All was going well yesterday. Gauvain 
was here with his column. Suddenly, there is an alarm. 
Th(3 old man, who is shrewd, makes a point; they learn 
that he is inarching on iJol. If he takes Dol, and if he 
establishes a battery on ]\roiit-I)ol, for he has cannoii, 
there is a ]ioint of the coast where tlie English can land, 
and all is lost. That is why, as there was not a miiiuti^ 
to lose, Gauvain, who is a level-headed man, took counsel 
with no one but himself ; did not ask for orders, nor wait 
for them, sounded the signal to saddle, put to his artillery, 
i^llected Ms troopsjdrewhis sabre^ and that is how^ wMle 
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Laiitenac was rushing on Dol, Ganvain was rushing on 
Lanteiiac. It is at Bolj that these two Breton heads are 
going to butt. It will be a proud collision. They are there 
now.” 

« How long does it take to go to Dol 

« For a troop with wagons, at least three hours ; but 
they are there.” 

The traveller put his hand behind his ear and said, — 

« To be sure, it seems to me that I hear the cannon.” 

The host listened. 

Yes, citizen ; and the musketry. The fight has begun. 
You will have to spend the night here. There is no good 
in going there.” ^ 

cannot stop. I muit ccutinue my journey.” 

You are wrong. I don’t know your business, but the 
risk is great, and unless it concerns what you hold dearest 
in the world-—” 

That is just it,” replied the cavalier. 

«« Something like your own son 

^^^Tery nearly,” said the cavalier. 

The innkeeper raised his head and said to himself^— « 

And yet this citizen seems to me like a priest.” 

Then, after some thought, he added, — 

After all, a priest may have children.” 

‘‘Put my horse’s bridle back,” said the traveler. 

How much do I owe you ? ” 

And he paid him. 

The host set back the trough and the bucket by the 
side of the wall, and then came toward the traveller. 

“Since you are bound to go on, take my advice. It is 
clear that you are going to Saint-Malo. Well, don’t go 
through DoL There are two routes, the road through 
Dol, and the road along the sea coast. One is as short as 
the other. The road along by the sea goes through Saint- 
Georges ' de Brehaigne Cherrueix, and Hirelle-Vivier. 
You leave Bol to the south and Cancal to the north. 
Gitizeii, at the end of the street, you will find the' place 
where the two roads meet ; the one to Dol is to the left, 
the one to Saiiit-Georges de Brehaigne is to the right. 
Listen to me now ; if you go through Dol, yon will fall in 
the massacre. That Is why you must not take the Mt| 
take the right.” 

, “Thank you,” said the traveller.' ' 
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And -lie spurred on Ms horse. 

It had grown quite dark, he plunged into the night. 
The innkeeper lost sight of Mm. 

When the traveller came to the end of the street where 
the two roads branched off, he heard the innkeeper ^s voice 
cry out from the distance, 

^ 'Go to the right 
He went to the left. 


CHAPTER IL 

DOIi. 

Don, a Spanish town of Prance in Brittany, as it is 
termed in the old charters, is not a town but a street. A 
grand old gothic street, all bordered on the right and on 
the left by houses with pillars, standing irregularly and 
making angles and corners in the street, which is every- 
where wide. The rest of the town is nothing but a net 
work of lanes running into this large street from opposite 
directions, and ending there like brooks in a river. The 
town, wdthout gates or walls, open, overshadowed by 
Mont-Dol, could not withstand a siege; but the street 
could withstand one. These promontories of houses that 
could still be seen there fifty years ago, and the two-pil- 
lared galleries which bordered them, formed a very solid 
battleground, capable of great resistance. There were 
as many fortresses as there were houses, and it was 
necessary to take one after another. The old market 
house was very nearly in the middle of the street. 

The innkeeper of the Croix-Branchard had told the 
truth, a furious conflict filled Dol at the time he was 
speaking. A nocturnal duel between the Whites who 
had reached there in the morning, and the Blues who had 
unexpectedly arrived there in the evening, had suddenly 
hurst forth iu the town. The forces were unequal, the 
Whites numbered six thousand, the Blues fifteen hun- 
dred, but their fury was equally divided. Strange to say, 
the fifteen hundred attacked the six thousand. 
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On one side^ a riotous crowd ; on the other, a phalanx. 
On one side, six thousand peasants with sacred hearts on 
their leather jackets, white ribbons on their mtind hats, 
Christian deyices on their brassarts, rosaries hanging 
from their belts, armed with more pitchforks than sabres, 
and carbines without bayonets, dragging cannons by 
means of ropes, poorly equipped, badly disciplined, meanly 
armed, full of frenzy on the other side, fifteen liuiidrea 
soldiers wearing thi^ee cornered hats with the tricolored 
cockade, coats with foil skirts and wide lappels, shoulder 
belts crossed, copper-hilted swords, guns with long bay- 
onets, erect, weH-trained, docile, and fierce, knowing how 
to obey like people who know how to command, volunteers, 
too, but volunteers for their country, in rags, moreover, 
and shoeless For the monarchy, paladin peasants ; for 
the republic, barefooted heroes. And the soul of each of 
these two troops was its chief : that of the royalists, an 
old man ; the republicans, a young man. On one side, 
Lantenac ; on the other, Gan vain. 

Besides gigantic young figures, such as Danton, Saint- 
Just, and , Robespierre, the Revolution had young figures 
which were ideal, like Hoche and Marceau. Gaiivain was 
one of these figiirese 

Gauvaiii was thirty years old, with Herculean form, a 
prophetic, serious eye, and the laugh of a child. He did 
not smoke, he did not drink, he did not swear. He car- 
ried a toilet case throughout the war, he took great care 
of his nails, his teeth, and his hair which was brown and 
abundant ; daring halts he himself shook his military 
clock, riddled with bullets and white with dust. Al- 
tliongli he always rushed recklessly into the midst of 
the battle, he had never been wounded. His very gentle 
voice had, when necessary, a sharp tone of command. 
He set the example of sleeping on the ground, in wind, in 
rain, in snow, rolled up in his cloak, and his graceful 
head resting on a stone. He was a soul both heroic and 
innocent. The sword in his hand transfigured him. He 
had that efieminate appearance which in battle is terrible. 

At the same time, he was a thinker and a philosopher 
— a young sage ; Alcibiades to look at, Socrates to listen 
to. 

This young man had at once become a leader in this 
great improvisation, the French Revolution. 
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His division, formed by himself, like the Roman legioHi 
was a sort of complete little army ; it was composed of 
infantry and cavalry ; it had scouts, pioneers, sappers, 
pontooiiiers ; and just as the Roman legion had catapults, 
this had cannons. Three pieces drawn by horses strength* 
ened the column, and at the same time left it easily 
handled. 

Lantenac also was a warrior and still more formidable. 
He was both more reflective and more daring. The real 
old heroes have more coolness than the young men because 
they are farther from the sunrise, and more audacious 
beeause they are nearer death. What have they to lose ? 
so little ! Hence, Lantenac’s rash movements, which were 
at the same time so skillful. But in the main, in this 
obstinate hand-to-hand conflict, Gauvain almost always 
had the advantage. It was more good fortune than any-> 
thing else. All good luck, even good luck Avhicli is tei^* 
rible, belongs to youth. Victory is in some respects like 
a young girl. 

Lantenac was incensed against Gauvain ; first because 
Gauvain was opposed to him, then because he was his 
relative. What right liad he to be a Jacobin ! this Gau- 
vain ! this scamp ! his heir, for the marquis had no chil- 
dren ; a grand-nephew, almost a grandson ! ‘‘ Ah,” said 

this quasi grandfather, if I get my hand on him, I will 
kill him like a dog ! ” 

Besides the Republic had reason to be troubled about 
this Marquis de Lantenac. He had hardly landed when 
he made them tremble. His name had run through the 
V endean insurrection like a train of powder, and Lantenac 
became at once the centre. In a revolt of this kind, 
where all are jealous of each other, and each has his bush 
or his ravine, the coming of a superior rallies the scattered 
chiefs, who are equals among themselves. xHrnost all 
the captains of the woods joined Lantenac, and from far 
and near, they obeyed him. One alone had left him ; lie 
had been the first to join him, — Gavard. Why ? Because 
he was a man of trust. Gavard had known all the secrets, 
and adopted all the plans of the old system of civil war- 
fare, that Lantenac came to supplant and replace. One 
cannot follow in the steps of a man of trust ; the shoe of 
la Rouarie did not fit Lantenac. Gavard had gone to join 
Bonchamp, 
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Laiiteiiac, as a soldier, belonged to the school of Predr 
derick IL; he knew how to combine the greater war with 
the less. He A¥islied to have neither a “ confused mass,” 
like the great catholic and royal army, a multitude des- 
tined to be destroyed ; nor a scattering in the thickets 
and copses, good for liarrassing, powerless to oyerthrow. 
The guerilla does not terminate, or terminates unfortm 
iiateiy ; it begins by attacking a Republic, and ends by 
robbing a stage coach. Lantenac did not intend to carry 
on this Breton war either wholly in the open field, as La 
Rochejaquelin had done, or wholly in the forest, like Jean 
Chouan ; neither Vendee nor Chouannerie ; he wanted 
real war ; to make use of the peasant, but to support him 
with the soldier. He wished to have bands of men for 
strategy, and regiment for tactics. He found these vil- 
lage armies, able to disappear so suddenly, excellent for 
attack, ambuscade and surprise ; but he felt that they 
were too fluid ; they were like w^ater in his hand ; he 
wished to create a solid point in this wavering and 
scattered war ; be wished to add to this wild forest army, 
regular troops, which would be the pivot of the peasants’ 
manceuvres. A profound and awdul thought ; if it had 
succeeded, la Vendee would have been impregnable. 

But where could he And regular troops ? where find 
soldiers? where find regiments? where find an army 
readymade? In England. This was Lantenac’s deter- 
mination : to land the English. Thus party conscience 
capitulates ; the white cockade concealed from his sight 
the red coat. Lantenac had but one thought : to get pos- 
session of a point of the sea-coast, and to give it up to 
Pitt. That is why, seeing Dol without defence, he rushed 
on it, in order, through Dol, to have Mont-Dol; and 
through Mont-Dol, the coast. 

The place was well chosen. The cannon on Mont-Dol 
would sweep le Fresnois on one side, and Saint-Brelade 
on the other; would keep the cruisers from Cancale at a 
distance, and w^ould make the coast from Raz-sur-Coues- 
non to Saint-M^loir-des-Ondes, open to invasion. 

To make this decisive move successful, Lantenac had 
brought with him a little more than six thousand men, 
the stoutest among the bands at his disposal, and all his 
artillery, ten sixteen-pound eulverins, one eight-ponnder, 
and a four-pounder. He proposed to establish a strong 
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battery on BIoiit-Dol, on this principle, that a thousand 
shots from ten cannons would accomplish more than 
fifteen hundred shots with five camions. 

Success seemed certain. He had six thousand, men. 
He had nothing to fear in the direction of Avraiiches but 
Gaiivain and his fifteen hundred men, and in the direction 
of Diiiaii, only Lechelle. Lechelle, it is true, had twenty- 
five thousand men, but he was twenty leagues away. 
Lanteiiac was confident of success with regard to Lechelle, 
on account of the great distance against the great num- 
ber ; and, with regard to Gauvain, on account of the small 
number against the short distance. We may add that 
Lechelle was an kdot, and later on he allowed his twenty- 
five thousand men to be destroyed on the moors of la 
Croix-Bataille ; a defeat which he paid for with suicide. 

So Lanteiiac felt perfectly secure. His entrance into 
Doi w^as sudden and severe. The Marquis de Lantenae 
had a hard reputation ; he was known to be merciless. 
Ko resistance was attempted. The terrified inhabitants 
shut themselves up in their houses. The six thousand 
Vendeaiis took up their quarters in the town with boorish 
confusion; it was almost a fair ground, without quarter- 
masters, without definite camp, bivouacking at haphazard, 
cooking in the open air, scattering about in the churches, 
leaving their guns for their rosaries. Lantenac hastened 
with some artillery ofiicers to reconnoitre Mont-Dol, leav- 
ing the lieutenancy to Gouge-le-Bruant, wdioin he had 
appointed field-sergeant. 

This Gougede-Bruant has left a faint trace in history. 
He had two nicknames; “ Brise-bleu,” on account of his 
slaughtering of patriots, and ‘‘ ITmMus,” because he had 
in him something strangely, unutterably horrible. «‘Im- 
Enus,’V derived from is an old word of Low 

Norman origin, expressing the superhuman and quasi- 
divine ugliness, in the frightful, in devils, satyrs, and 
ogres. An ancient manuscript said : ^>^5 

fvisVimmms?'^ The old men of the Bocage, to-day have 
no knowledge of Gouge-le-Bruant, nor of the meaning 
of Brise-bleu; but they have a confused idea of Tlm^nus. 
LTm^us is connected with local superstition. They still 
speak of ITmdiius atTremorel andPlumaugat, two villages 
where Gouge-le-Bruant left the print of his ominous foot, 
ih: la others were savage* Gougede-Bruant wass. 
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t^rbaroGB. He was a kind of cacique, tatooed witb rude 
letters and fleurs-de-lis ; in -his face shone the hideous and 
almost superhuman glare of a soul unlike any other human 
being. He was infernally brave in battle, and atpcious 
afterward. He had a heart full of tortuous intricacies, 
ready for every kind of devotion, inclined to all sorts of 
madness. Did he reason? Yes, but as serpents crawl; 
in circles. He left heroism to come to murder. It was 
impossible to guess whence arose his resolutions, often 
magnificent on account of their monstrosity. He was 
capable of every unexpected horror. He had an epto 
ferocity. 

Hence this misshapen nickname, “ i’lm^nus.’^ 

The Marquis de Lantenac had confidence in his 
cruelty. 

It was a fact that I’lm^nus excelled in cruelty ; but in 
strategy and tactics he was less superior, and perhaps the 
marquis was wron g to make him field-sergeant. However 
that may be, he left ITmUnus behind him, with orders to 
take his place and watch everything. 

Gouge-le-Bruant, more of a warrior than a soldier, was 
more fit to slaughter a clan than to guard a city, but yet 
he stationed main guards. 

When evening had come, as the Marquis de Lantenac 
was on his way back to Dol, after htwing decided on the 
situation of the projected battery, he suddenly heard the 
cannon. He looked. A red smoke was rising from the 
great street. There was a surprise, an irruption, an 
attack ; they were fighting in the toi\rn. 

Although it was hard to astonish him, he was stupefied. 
He was not expecting anything of the Icind. Who could 
be there ? Evidently, it was not Gauvain. It would be 
foolish to attack with one against foui-. Was it Lechelle ? 
But what a forced march to have made ! L4cheile was 
improbable ; Gauvaiii, impossible. 

Lantenac spurred on his horse ; on his way he met the 
Inhabitants in flight ; he questioned them, they were mad 
with fear. They cried : The Blues ! The Blues ! ’’ and 
when he reached the town, the situation was desperate. 

This is wha^ had happened, 
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CHAPTER III. 

SMALL ARMIES AN0 GRBiT RATTLES. 
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came out again, and wandered about In the confusion, like 
maniacs* Families called out to each, other. A dismal 
fight with women and children intermingled. Hissing 
bullets streaked through the darkness. There was firing 
from every -dark corner. Everything was smoke and tu- 
mult. The entanglement of the baggage wagons and carts 
added to it. The horses kicked. The people trampled on 
the wounded. Shrieks rose from the ground. Some from 
horror, others from amazement Soldiers and officers 
were looking for one another. In the midst of all this, 
there were some gloomily indifferent. A woman nursing 
her new-born babe, was sitting by a portion of a wall, 
against which leaned her husband, whose leg had been 
broken, and while his blood was flowing, he was calmly 
loading his carbine and shooting at random, killing those 
before him in the darkness. Men lying on their bellies 
shot through the wheels of the wagons. Occasionally, 
arose an uproarious shouting. The great voice of the 
cannon drowned everything else. It was frightful. 

It was like the felling of trees; they all lay one above 
another. Gauvain, in ambush, fired with a keady shot 
and lost few of his men. 

However, the intrepid disorder of the peasants ended 
in an attempt to defend themselves ; they retreated under 
the market-house, r., vast, dark redoubt, a forest of stone 
pillars. There th".y regained a footing; anything resem- 
bling a wood gave them confidence. L’lmanus did his best 
to make up for the absence of Lantenac. They had can- 
non, but, much to GauvaiiTs astonishiiient, they made no 
use of it ; this was because the artillery officers had gone 
with the marquis to investigate Mont *DoI, and the peas- 
ants only understood the culverines and eight-pomiders ; 
but they riddled with bullets the Blues who cannonaded 
them. The peasants answered the grapeshot with mus- 
ketry. They were now under shelter. They had piled 
up the drays, the carts, the baggage, all the barrels in the 
old market, and improvised a high barricade with openings 
through which they passed their carbines. Their shooting 
through . these holes was deadly. All this was quickly 
accomplislied. In a quarter of an hour, the market had 
an impenetrable front. 

This l>ecame serious for Gauvain. This ■ market, sud- 
denly transformed into a citadel, was unlooked for. The 
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peasants were there in a solid mass. Gauvain liad toeei 
successful in surprising them and failed in routing them. 
He had dismounted. Holding his sword in his hand, under 
his crossed arms, he stood in the flare of a torch which 
lighted up his battery, watching all this darkness atten^ 
tively. 

His tali figure in this bright light made him visible to 
the men behind the barricade. He was their aim, but he 
was not aware of it. 

The discharge of ballets sent from the barricade fell 
all around Gauvain, who was absorbed in thought. 

But against all these carbines be had the cannon. The 
cannon ball always gets the advantage. He who has 
artillery has victory. His battery, if made good use of, 
assured him the superiority. 

Suddenly, there was a flash of lightning from the 
market so full of darkness, something like a peal of 
thunder was heard, and a cannon ball went through a 
house above Gauvain’s head. 

The barricade answered cannon shot with cannon 
shot. 

What had happened ? Something new. The artillery 
was no longer on one side alone. 

A second cannon ball followed the first and buried 
itself in the wall near Gauvain. A third knocked off his 
hat. 

These balls were of large calibre. They came from a 
sixteen-pomider. 

‘‘They are aiming at you, commandant,” cried the 
artillery -men. And they put out the torch. Gauvain, as 
if in a dream, picked up his hat. 

Some one indeed was aiming at Gauvain ; it was Lai> 
tenac. 

The marquis had Just entered the barricade from the 
opposite side. 

LTmanus ran toward him. 

“ Monseigneur, we have been- surpriseA®^ 

‘‘By whom?” '■ 

“I do not know.” ■ 

“Is the road open from Dinan? 

“I think so.” 

“We must begin a retreat.” 

“ It has begun. Many have already escap^^ 
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^■ffe escape; we must retreat.- Why haven^t 

foil used the artillery 

« They lost their heads, and then the officers were not 
here.” 

« I will attend to it.” 

Monseigneur, I liaYc sent all that I could of the hag- 
gage, the women, and everything of no use, towards Fou- 
g^res. What is to be done with the three little child- 
ren?’ 

« Ah ! those children ? ” 

« Yes ” 

They are our hostages. Have them taken to la 
Tourgue.” 

Having said this, the marquis went to the barricade. 
The coming of the chief put a new face on the matter. 
The barricade was badly constructed for artillery, as there 
was room for but two cannon; the marquis put in posi- 
tion two sixteen-pounders, for which they made embras- 
ures, As be was leaning over one of the cannons, looking 
at the battery of the enemy through the embrasure, he 
noticed Gauvain. 

« It is he ! ” he cried out. 

Then lie took the sponge and rammer himself, loaded 
the piece, adjusted the sight, and aimed. 

Three times he aimed at Gauvain, and missed him. 
The third shot only succeeded in knocking off his hat. 

Stupid I ” muttered Lantenac. ‘‘ A little lower and I 
should have had his head.” 

Suddenly the torch went out, and he had nothing before 
him but darkness. 

So be it,” he said. 

And turning toward the peasant gunner, he cried, — • 

‘^ Fire a way I ” 

Gauvain, on his side, was no less in earnest. The sit- 
us, tion grew more serious. A new phase of the struggle 
presented itself. The barricade had begun to make use 
of camion. Who knew but it might pass from the de- 
fensive to the offensive? He had before him, not count- 
ing the dead and those who had fled, at least five tliousand 
combatants, and he himself had only twelve hundred able 
men left. What would become of the Eepublicans, if 
the enemy should notice their small number ? The role.^ 
would be reversed. They were attacking, they would 
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be attacked. If the barricade were to make a sortie a!l 
would be lost. 

What was to be done? attacking the barricade front 
was not to be dreamed of ; to attempt at main force would 
be risky; twelve hundred men could not drive out five 
thousand. To hasten matters was impossible, to vrait 
ivould be fatal. They must come to an end. But how? 

Gauvain belonged to the country, he knew the town; 
he knew that back of the old market, wdiere the Veii« 
deans were embattled, was a maze of narrow, wdndiiig 
lanes. 

He turned to his lieutenant wdio was that brave Captain 
G-uechamp, famous later for clearing the forest of Concise, 
where Jean Ciiouan was horn, and for preventing the 
taking of Boiirgneiif, by barring the rebels from the dyke 
of the pond of la Chaine. 

“ Guechamp,’’ he said, 1 leave you in command. Fire 
with all your might. Riddle the barricade with cannon 
balls. Keep all those people busy.’^ 

“ I understand,” said Guechamp. 

“ Mass the whole column with arms loaded, and hold 
them ready for attack.” 

He spoke a few words additional in Gu^champ’s ear. 

I understand,” said Guechamp. 

Gauvain continued, — 

Are all our drummers on hand ? 

: «Yes.” 

We have nine. Keep two, give me seven?^ 

The seven drummers ranged themselves silently before 
Gauvain. 

Then Gauvain cried,— 

Battalion of Bonnet-Rouge ! 

Twelve men, with a sergeant, left the main body of the 
troops. 

ask for the whole battalion ” said Gauvain. 

Here we are I ” replied the sergeant. 

Twelve of you ! ” 

** There are twelve of us left.” 

“Very good,” said Gauvain. 

This sergeant was the rough, but kind-hearted, trooper 
Radoub, wdio had adopted in the name of the battalion 
the three children found in the woods of La Saudraie. 

Only half a battalion, it will be remembered* had been 
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?3xtermiiiated at Herbe-en-Pail, and Radonb had the good 
luck not to form a part of it. 

A forage wagon was near; Gauvain pointed it out to the 
sergeant. 

Sergeant, have your men make ropes of straw and 
twist them around their guns to prevent any sound if 
they knock against each other.” 

In a moment’s time the order had been executed^ ia 
silence and darkness. 

It is done,” said the sergeant. 

« Soldiers, take off your shoes,” added Gauvain. 

We haven’t any,” said the sergeant. 

That made, with the seven drummers, iiineteen men; 
Gauvain was the twentieth. 

He cried, — 

Follow me in single file. The drummers behind me, 
the battalion next. Sergeant, you will command the 
battalion.” 

He took the head of the column, and, while the can- 
nonading continued on both sides, these tw^enty men, glid- 
ing along like ghosts, plunged into the deserted lanes. 

They marched some time in this way, winding along 
by the houses. Everything seemed dead in the town ; 
the citizens were crouching in the cellars. There was not 
a door which was not barred, not a blind which was not 
closed. IsTo light anywhere. 

The great street was making a furious din in the midst 
of this silence ; the cannonading still continued ; the 
Repuhlician battery and the Royalist barricade were 
angrily spitting out all their volleys. 

After twenty minutes of winding about, Gauvain, who 
led the way with certainty in the darkness, reached the 
end of a lane running into the principal street; only it 
was on the other side of the market. 

^ The position Avas reversed. On this side there was no 
intrenchment, — such is the everlasting imprudence of 
those who build barricades,— the market was open and 
they could enter under the arches, where some baggage 
wagons w^ere harnessed ready for departure. Gauvain 
and his nineteen men had before them the five thousand 
Yeiideans, but they were behind the Vend^aiis’ backs and 
not in front of them. 

Gauvain spoke in a low voice to the sergeant ; they re* 
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moved tne straw from their guns 5 the twelve grenadiers 
stationed themselves in order of battle behind the corner 
of the lane, and the seven drummers held their druiii,« 
sticks in readiness for orders. 

The discharge of artillery was intermittent. Suddenly^ 
in an interval between two reports, Gauvaiii raised his 
sword, and, in a voice which sounded like a trumpet in 
the silence, cried out, — 

‘^Two hundred men to the. right, two hundred men to 
the left, the rest in the centre ! ” 

The twelve guns fired, the seven drums beat the charge. 

And Gauvain uttered the terrible cry of the Blues,—- 

“ Charge bayonets I ” 

The effect was wonderful. 

This entire mass of peasants felt that they were si!r« 
prised from the rear, and imagined that there was a new 
army behind them. At the same time, the column hold- 
ing the head of the street and commanded by Guechamp, 
hearing the drums, moved forward, beating the charge in 
return, and rushed in double-quick time on the barricade; 
the peasants saw that they were between two fires. 

A panic exaggerates everything ; in a panic, a pistol 
shot makes as much noise as a cannon, and sounds are 
magnified by the imagination, and the baying of a liouna 
seems like the roar of a lion. We may add that the 
peasant takes fear as the thatch takes fire, and peasant’ji 
fear increases to defeat, as easily as the burning thatch 
grows to a conflagration. Their flight was beyond de- 
scription. 

In a few moments, the market was empty, the terrified 
peasant boys scattered, in spite of the officers, LTm^nus 
killed two or three of the deserters to no purpose; this 
cry was heard above everything else : Escape, if you 
can 1 ” and this army fled through the streets of the town 
as though it were a sieve, out into the country, with the 
swiftness of clouds driven by a storm. 

Some escaped in the direction of Chateauneuf, some 
toward Plergiier, and others toward Antrain. 

The Marquis de Lantenac saw this defeat. He spiked 
the cannons wdth his own hand, then retired, the lash 
slowly and coolly, saying,— The peasants are not to te 
depended upon, most decidedlv. We must have tha 
English.’^ 


MIMMTY-mEME. 


201 


CHAPTER W. 

IT IB THE SECOKB TIM®* 


The victory was complete. ^ _ 

Gauvaiii turned toward the ineii of the battalion of 
Boiiiiet-.Roiige, and said,— - 

There are only twelve of you, but you are worth a 
tiioiisaud.’^ , ■ 

Praise from the chief meant the cross of honor ’ at that 
time. . ■ ^ 

Guecharnp, sent out of the town by Gauvain, pursued 
the fugitives and took many of them. 

They lighted the torchos and ransacked the town. 

All who could not escape surrendered. They lighted 
up the inaiii streets with fire pots. It was strewn with 
dead and wounded. The end of a battle is always liejirt- 
rending. A few groups of desperate men here mul tliere 
still resisted ; they were surrounded and they laid down 
their arms. 

Gauvain had noticed in the lawless confusion of the 
rout, a bold man, a sort of nimble, hardy faun, who had 
aided the iiight of others but had not fied himself. This 
peasant made masterly use of bis carbine, shooting with 
the barrel, felling with the stock so well that he had 
broken it ; now he had a pistol in one hand and a sword 
in the other. Ko one dared approach him. Suddenly, 
Gauvain saw him totter and lean against a post in the 
main street. The man had just been wounded. But he 
itili held his sword and pistol. Gauvain put his sword 
Tnder his arm and went to him. 

“Surrender,” he said. ' 

The man looked at him steadily. Blood was flowing 
from a wound under his clothing, and making a pool at 

his feet. 

“ You are my prisoner,” added GauTain ' ■ 

The man remained speechless. 

What is , your name?” ■ 
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The man said, — 

«^My name is Danse-a-FOmbre?^ 

You are a brave fellow,” said Gaiivaim 

And lie held out his hand to him. 

The man replied : ‘‘ Long live the king ! ” and collect^ 
ing all the strength he had left, raising both arms at 
once, he fired his pistol at Gaiivain’s heart, and aimed a 
blow at his head with his sword. 

He did this with "the swiftness of a tiger; but some 
one else was quicker still. It was a man on horseback 
who had just arrived, and had been there for some 
moments without attracting any one’s attention. When 
this man saw the Vendean raise his sword and pistol, he 
threw himself between him and Gaii vain. But for this 
man, Gauvain would have been killed. The horse 
received the shot, the man received the blow from the 
sabre, and both ML All this was done before there 
was time to cry out. 

The Vend4an had dropped on. the pavement. 

The sabre had struck the man full in the face ; he was 
on the ground, unconscious. The horse was killed. 

Gauvain went to him. 

Who is this man?” he said. 

He looked at him. The blood was pouring from the 
gash and formed a red mask over the wounded man’s face. 
It was impossible to make out his features. One could 
see that he had gray hair. 

^^This man has saved my life,” continued Gauvain. 

Does any one here know who he is ?” 

*^My commandant,” said a soldier, “ this man has 
just entered the town. I saw him when he came. He 
came by the road Pontorsori.” 

The surgeon of the column came running with his case. 
The wounded man was still iwconscioiis. The surgeon 
examined him and said, — 

“ A mere cut. It is nothing. It will heal. In a week 
he will be on his feet. It is a fine sword cut.” 

The wounded man had a cloak, a tricolored belt, pistols, 
a sword. They laid him on a litter. They took off his 
clothes. They brought a |)ail of fresh water, the surgeon 
washed the wound, his face began to appear. Gauvain 
watched him with deep attention. 

“Has ha any papers about him?” asked Gauvain. 
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The enrgeon felt in a side pocket and drew ont a port- 
folio, wMcii he handed to Gauvain. 

In the ineantinie, the wounded man, refreshed by the 
cold water, came to himself. His eyelids moved slightly. 

Gaiivain opened the portfolio ; he found in it a sheet of 
paper folded twice, he unfolded it and read, — 

^‘Committee of Public Welfare. Citizen Cimour- 
daiii, — ■” 

He cried out : “ Cimourdain I ” 

This cry made the wounded man open his eyes. 

Gail vain was distracted. 

« Cimourdain 1 It is you ! This is the second time you 
have saved my life.” 

Cimourdain looked at Gauvain. An unutterable Joy 
lighted up his blood-stained face. 

Gauvain fell on his knees before the wounded maiij 
crying,— 

My master ! ” 

44 Xhy father/’ said Cimourdain. ■ 


CHAPTER W 

THE DROP OP COLD WATER, 

They had not seen each other for many years, but their 
hearts had never been separated ; they recognized each 
other as though they had only parted the day before. 

A hospital had been improvised at the Hotel de Villein 
I)oL They laid Cimourdain on a bed In a little room, 
next to the large general hall for the wounded. The sur- 
geon, who had sewed up the wound, put an end to the 
effusions between the two men, saying that Cimourdain 
must be left to go to sleep. Besides, Gauvain was re- 
quired by the thousand cares which make the duties and 
anxieties of victory. Cimourdain remained alone, but he 
did not sleep ; he had two fevers, one from his wound, 
.one from his ^ joy. 

He did not sleep, and still it seemed to him that he was 
not: awake. Was it Dossible? his dream, was realized. 
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He was one of those who do not believe in luck and he was 
lucky. He had found Gauvain again. He had left him a 
child, and found him a man ; he found him great, terrilde, 
fearless. He found him in the midst of triumph, and tri- 
umph for the people. Gauvain was the point of support 
to the Revolution in Vend4e and it was he, Cimourdain, 
who had given this column to the Republic. This vic- 
torious man was his pupil. What be saw radiating from 
this young form, destined perhaps for the Republican 
pantheon, was his own thoughts, —Cim curd ain’s ; his dis- 
ciple, the child of his mind, was from this time forth a 
hero, and after a little would be a glory ; it seemed to 
Cimourdain that he saw his own soul made into a genius ; 
it was like Chiron seeing Achilles in battle. Mysterious 
relation between the priest and the centaur, for the priest 
is only a man to the waist. 

All the dangers of this adventure, together with his 
sleeplessness after his wound, filled Cimourdain with a 
sort of mysterious intoxication. A young destiny was 
arising magnificently, and what added to his deep joy 
was the fact that he had full power over this life ; another 
success like the one he had just seen, and Cimourdain 
would have to say but a word for the Republican to trust 
him with an army. Rothing dazzles like the astonish- 
ment at seeing everything succeed. 

It was the time when each man had his own military 
dream, each wished to make a general: Danton wished to 
make a general of Westermann ; Marat, of Rossignol; 
Hubert, of Ronsin; Robespierre wanted to get rid of 
them all. 

Why not Gauvain? said Cimourdain to himself; and 
he went on dreaming. The unbounded was before Iiim ; he 
passed from one hypothesis to another ; all obstacles van- 
ished; when one has once set his foot on this ladder he 
does not stop, it is an endless climb, one leaves man to 
reach the stars. A great general is only a chief of armies ; a 
great captain is at the same time a chief of ideas ; Cimour- 
dain imagined Gauvain a great captain. It seemed to him, 
for dreams move swiftly, that he saw Gauvain on the 
ocean, repelling the English ; on the Rhine, punishing the 
kings of the Horth; among the Pyrenees, repulsing the 
Spanish ; in the Alps, making a signal for Rome to "rise. 
There were in Cimourdain two men, a tender man and a 
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gloomy man ; bot'li were satisfied ; foras the inexorable was 
Ills ideal, he had seen Gauvain terrible as well as superb. 
Cimoiirdain thought of all that destruction must do before 
construction could begin, and surely, he thought, this is not 
the time for emotion. Gauvain will be ‘‘ at the top ” — d la 
haiiteur ,^'' — a phrase of that day. Cimourdain imagined 
Gauvain crashing the shades of night under his foot, 
having on a breastplate of light, with a meteoric gleam 
an his brow, spreading tbe great ideal wings of Justice, 
Reason, and Progress, and carrying a sword in his hand ; 
an angel, but of destruction. 

At the very height of this dream, which was almost an 
ecstasy, be heard, through the partly opened door, talk- 
ing in the great hospital ward, next his room ; he recog- 
nized Gaiivain’s voice ; that voice, which in spite of years 
of absence was always sounding in his ear, and the voice 
of the child was recognizable in the voice of the man. 
He listened. There was a sound of steps. Some soldiers 
said, — 

“ Commander, this is the man who shot at you. While 
nobody Avas noticing him, he dragged himself to a cellar. 
We have found him. Here he is.’’ 

Then Cimourdain heard this conversation between Gau® 
vainandtheman,—- 
Are you wounded?’^ 

“ I am well enough to be shot,’* 

Put this man in a bed. Dress his wounds, care for 
him, heal him.” 

‘‘1 want to die ” 

“ You Avill live. You wished to kill me in the name of 
the king ; I pardon you in the name of the Republic,” 

A shadow passed over Cimourdain’s face. He woke as 
it were with a start, and he murmured with a sort 
ammousdespondency,— 

/ ^ He is surely merciful,” 
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CSIAPTER Vl 

HEALEB BEEAST5 A BLEEBIFG HBABf. 

Acbt heals quickly ; but there was some one elsewhere 
more seriously wouiitled than Cimourdain. Ifc was the 
woman who had been shot at Herbe-en-Pail and had been 
picked up by the beggar Telluiarcli in the great pool ol 
blood. 

Michelle Flechard was in even greater danger than 
Tellmarch had supposed ; there was a wound in her 
shoulder blade corresponding to the one above her breast ; 
at the same time that the bullet broke her collar bone, 
another went through her shoulder; but as her lung had 
not been touched she niigdit recover. Tellmarch was a 
“ philosopher,” an expression among the peasants signify- 
ing something of a doctor, a little of a surgeon, a little of 
a sorcerer. He took cai’e of the wounded woman in his 
den, on his pallet of seaweed, giving her those inysteriv 
ous things called ‘‘simple remedies,” and, thanks to him, 
she lived. 

The collar bone knit together, the wounds in her breast 
and shoulder closed up ; after a few weeks the wounded 
woman "was convalescent. 

One morning she was able to go out of the carnichot, 
leaning on Tellmarch; she sat down under the trees in 
the sun. Tellmarch knew little about her, breast wounds 
require perfect quiet, and during the agony preceding her 
recovery, she had hardly spoken a word. When she 
wished to talk, Tellmarch made her keep silent ; but her 
delirium was persistent, and Tellmarch noticed in her 
eyes the gloomy coming and going of painful thoughts. 
This morning she was strong, she could almost walk by 
herself ; a cure is a paternity, and Tellmarch looked at 
her with happiness. This good old man began to 
He spoke to her. 

“ Weil, we are on our feet, we have no inora wonndst” 

« Except in the heart,” she said. 


WlWMTY-THEm. 


20 ? 


And sBe added^™ 

«So you don’t know at all where they are?^* 

« Wlio?” asked Tellmarch, 

My children.” 

That ^''so” expressed a whole world of thoughts; it 
meant since you never speak to me about them, since 
for so many days you have been by my side without open- 
ing your mouth about them, since you have made me 
keep silence every time I wished to break it, since you 
seem to fear that I should speak about them, it must be 
because you have nothing to tell me.” Often in wander- 
ing and delirium of fever she had called her children, and 
had seen, for delirium takes note, that the old man did 
not answer her* 

It was because Tellmarch really did not know what to 
say to her. It is not an easy matter to speak to a mother 
of her lost children. And, then, what did he know? 
E'othing. He knew that a mother had been shot, that this 
mother had been found on the ground by him, that when 
he had picked her up she was almost a corpse, that this 
corpse had three children, and that the Marquis de 
Tantenac, after having the mother shot, had carried away 
the three childen. All his information ended here. What 
had become of these children ? Were they even still liv- 
ing ? He knew, for he had made inquiries, that there were 
two boys, and a little girl hardly weaned. Nothing more. 
He asked himself a multitude of questions about this un- 
fortunate group, but he could answer none of them. The 
country people whom he questioned could do no more 
than shake their heads. Monsieur de Lantenac was a 
man whom they did not willingly talk about. 

People did not like to speak of Lantenac and they did 
not like to speak to Tellmarch. Peasants have a kind of 
suspicion peculiar to themselves. They did not love Tell- 
march. Tellmarch the Caimand was a disquieting man. 
Why was he always looking at the sky? What was he 
doing and what was he thinking about in Ms long hours 
of inertness? He was really a strange man. In this 
country Ml of war, full of conflagration, full of combustion ; 
where all the men had but one business, devastation; 
and but one work, carnage ; where whoever wished burned 
a house, cut the throats of a family, massacred a port, 
plundered a village j where people thought of noth.mg 
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but laying ambushes for each other, drawing each other 
into snares, and killing one another; this solitary man^ 
absorbed in nature, as it were, submerged in the vast 
peace of things, gathering herbs and plants, occupied 
solely with flowers, birds, and stars, was evidently dan- 
gerous. Plainly, he had lost his reason ; he did not lie in 
amhush, he shot nobody. Hence there was a certain dread 
regarding him. 

“ This man is mad,” said the peasants. 

Tellmarch was more than an isolated man, he was a 
man who was avoided. 

JSTo one asked him questions, and no one gave him satis- 
factory answers. He had consequently not been able to 
get as much information as he would have wished. The 
war had spread beyond, they had gone to fight farther 
away, the Marquis de Lantenac had disappeared from 
sight, and in Tellmarch’s state of mind, war had to put 
its foot on him before he would notice it. 

After these words, ‘‘1113'' children,” Tellmarch no longer 
smiled, and the mother was lost in thought. What was 
passing in her soul ? It was like the depths of an abyss. 
Suddenly she looked up at Tellmarch and cried out again 
in almost an angry voice,— 

“ My childen ! ” 

Tellmarch bowed his head as though he were guilty. 
He was thinking of the Marquis de Lantenac, who was 
certainly not thinking of him ; and, who, probably, was 
no longer even aware of his existence. He was calling 
himself to account for it, saying to himself : A seigneur, 
when he is in danger, recognizes you; when he is out of 
danger, he recognizes you no longer.” 

And he asked himself : “ But, then, why did I save this 
seigneur?” 

And he replied : Because he is a man.” 

He thought It over for some time, and added to him- 
self,— ' 

“Am I sure of it?” 

And he repeated his bitter remark : “ If I had known ! ” 

He was overwhelmed by this adventure, for what he 
had done puzzled him. It was painM for Mna to think 
of it. A good action may, then, be a bad action. He 
who saves the wolf kills the sheep. He who repairs the 
vulture’s wing is responsible for Ms claw. 
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He really felt tliat he was guilty. This mother’s uii« 
reasoning anger was justifiable. 

However, iiaving saved the mother consoled him for 
having saved this marquis. 

But the children I 

The mother was thinldng about them, too. Their 
tlioiigiits were in the same direction, and without speak- 
ing to each other, they may have met in the shadows of 
reverie. 

However, her eyes, in whose depths was the darkness 
of night, fastened on Tellmarch again. 

« J^it it cannot go on like this,” she said. 

«IIiish !” said Tellmarch, putting his finger on his lips* 
She continued, — 

You did wrong to save me, and I am angry with you 
for it. I would rather be dead, because I am sure I should 
see tliem. I should know where they are. They would 
not see me, but I should be near them. One when dead 
may be able to protect.” 

He took her arm and felt her pulse. 

Calm yourself, you will bring on the fever again.’’^ 

She asked him almost harshly,— 

‘‘When can I go away?” 

“ Go away ? ” 

“Yes, walk.” 

“-bTever, if you are not reasonable; to-morroWj if you 
are good,” 

“ What do you call being good? ” 

“ Iiaving confidence in God.” 

“ God ! Where lias he put my children ? ” 

She w’as like one deranged. Her voice grew very 
gentle. 

“ You understand,” she said to him, “ I cannot stay like 
this. You have never had children, I have had them. 
That makes a difference. One cannot judge of a thing 
when he does not know wiiat it is. You have never had 
any children, have you?” 

“iSTo,” replied Teilmarch. 

“ As for me, I had nothing else. Without my children, 
what am I? I wish some one would tell me wdiy I am 
without my children. I feel sure something has happened, 
but I do not understand. They have killed my husband^ 
they shot me, but, all the same, I do not understand it.” 
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« Come,*^’ said Tellmarcli, « the fever is coming on again. 
Don’t talk any more.” 

She looked at Mm and was silent. 

After this day, she talked no more. 

Tellmarcli was obeyed more than he wished. She spent 
■long hours crouching at the foot of the old tree, in a dull 
stupor. She pondered and was silent. Silence offers a 
strange protection to simple souls suddenly plunged into 
the gloomy depths of grief. She seemed to have given up 
understanding it. To a certain degree, despair is unintel- 
ligible to the despairing. 

Tellmarcli looked at her with emotion. In the presence 
of this suffering, this old man had a woman’s thoughts. 

“ Oh, yes,” he said to himself, “ her lips do not speak, 
hut her eyes speak ; I see what is the matter with her, 
one all-absorbing thought. To have been a mother and to 
he a mother no longer ! To have been a nurse, and to he 
so no more! She cannot be resigned to it. She thinks of 
the little one she nursed not long since. She thinks about 
it, and thinks about it, and thinks about it. It surely 
must he delightful to feel a little rosy mouth drawing your 
soul out of your body, and from your life making a life 
for itself!” 

For his part he was silent too, feeling before such afflic- 
tion, the powerlessness of words. The silence of an all- 
absorbing idea is terrible. And how to make this mother’s 
all-absorbing idea listen to reason ? Maternity is illogical ; 
one cannot reason with it. What makes a mother sub- 
lime is that she is a sort of animal. The maternal instinct 
is divinely animal. The mother is no longer a woman, 
she is a female. 

Children are her young. 

Hence, there is something in the mother inferior and 
superior to reason. A mother has a guiding scent. The 
vast mysterious will of creation is in her and guides her 
Blindness full of clear-sightedness. 

Tellmarch now wanted to make this wretched woman 
talk ; he did not succeed. Once, be said to her,-— 

IJnfortunately, I am old and unable to walk any longer. 
I come to the end of my strength before I come to the end 
of my journey. After a quarter of an hour, my legs refuse 
to go, and I am obliged to stop ; otherwise, I should be 
able to accompany you. Perhaps in reality it is a good 
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fchiiig that I am not able. I should be more dangerous 
than useful to you; they tolerate me here; but I am 
suspected by the Blues as a peasant, and by the peasants 
as a sorcerer.” 

He waited for her to reply. She did not even raise her 
eyes. An all-absorbing idea ends in madness or heroism. 
But of what heroism w^as a poor peasant woman capable ? 
Of none. She could be a mother, and that was all. Each 
day she buried herself more deeply in her thoughts. Telh 
march watched her. 

He tried to give her occupation ; he brought her thread, 
needles, and a thimble ; and sh j really began to sew, wliich 
pleased the poor caimand ; she pondered, but she worked, 
a sign of health; strength wais returning gradually; she 
mended her linen, her garments, her shoes; but her eye 
still looked glassy. While she sowed, she huiiiined un- 
intelligible songs in a low voice. She murmured names, 
probably those of Imr children, but not distinctly enough 
for Tellmarch to understand. She stopped to listen to 
the birds, as if they had news to give her. She wuatched 
the sigtis of the weather. Her lips moved. She talked 
to herself in a low voice. She made a bag and filled it 
with chestnuts. Ono morning, Tellmarch saw her start- 
ing away, looking at random into the depths of the forest* 

“Where are you going?” he asked. 

She replied, — 

“ I am going to look for themd* 

He did not try to detain her* 


CHAPTER m 

THE TWO POLES OF TKUTH. 

After a few weeks Ml of all the vicissitudes of civil 
war, there ivas nothing else talked of in the country of 
Fougeres, except two men who w^ere opposed to each other, 
and who, nevertheless, were doing the same work, that is 
lo say, fighting side by side in the great Revolutionary 
.struggle*.., • . 
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Tlie sava.ge Veridean duel still coiitiiiued^ but la Veud^Q 
was losing" groiincL In riile-et-Vilaine particularly^ 
tliaiiks to the young commandant who at Dol had so op- 
portunely replied to the daring of six thousand Royalists 
with the daring of fifteen hundred patriots, the iiisurrec- 
tioii was, if not extinguished, at least, very miieli lessened 
’ and limited. Several more fortunate strokes had followed 
this, and, of nmltiplied successes, a new situation was 
borii« 

Things had changed in, appearance, but a singular com- 
plication had unexpectedly arisen. 

Ill all this part of la Yendee the Re.piiblic had the su- 
premacy ; this was beyond a doubt ; but what Republic ? 
In the triumph which -was- in prospect, two forms of the 
Republic were present, — the republic of terror, and the 
republic of mercy ; one wishing to conquer by severity, 
and the other by gentleness. Which Avould prevail ? 
Tliese two forms, the conciiiatoiy and the implacable, 
were represented liy two men, each with his own influence 
and authority ; one, a military comma ndei*, the other, a 
civil delegate ; which of these two men would carry the 
day? 

One of tliese two men, the delegate, had formidable 
support; he liad come Iwinging the menacing watchword 
of the Com mime of Paris to Santerre’s battalions. 
mercy, no quarter!” To bring everything under his 
authority, he had the decree of the Convention, carrying 
‘'pain of deatli to any one setting at liberty, or helping to 
escape a ciqdive rebel chief;” he had full power emana- 
ting from ihe Committee of Public Welfare, and an in- 
junction to obey him, as delegate, signed: Roi^espierre, 
I.)axii)x, 'Marat. The other, the soldier, had in his behalf 
only this force, pity. 

He had nothing to aid him but his arms, which con* 
■quered the enemy, and his heart, which gave them mercy* 
As a conqueror, he believed he had the right to spare the 
vanquished. 

Hence, the latent but deep conflict between these two 
inem They \vere in different clouds, both fighting the 
rebcdlioo, and eiuR iiaving his own tliiinderbolt, oiiOj, 
victory ; the other, terror. 

Throughout tlie Bocage, they talked of nothing but 
them I and what added to the anxiety of the attention 
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everywliere fixed on them^ was the fact that these two 
men, so absolutely opposed to each other, weie^ at the 
same time closely united. These two antagonists were two 
friends. E’ever were two hearts bound together by a 
deeper and more profound sympathy ; the cruel one had 
saved the life of the merciful one, and his face bore a scar 
in consequence. These two were the incarnation, one of 
death, the other of life ; one was the principle of terror ; 
the other the principle of peace ; and they loved each 
other. Strange problem Let one imagine Orestes com- 
passionate, and Pylades merciless. Let one imagine 
Ahriman the brother of Ormuzd. 

Let us add that the one called cruel was at the same 
time the most brotherly of men ; he dressed the wounded, 
cared for the sick, spent liis days and nights in the iiospL 
tals, was affected at the sight of barefooted children, had 
nothing of his own, gave all to the |)Oor. When there was 
figliting, he was in the midst of it : he marched at the 
head of the columns, and in the thickest of the battle, 
armed, for he had a sabre and two pistols in his belt, and 
unarm eel, for he had never been seen to draw his sabre or 
touch his pistols. He faced the shots, and gave none in 
return. They said he had been a priest. 

One of these men was Gauvain, the other was Cimour- 
dain. 

There was friendship between these two men, hut hatred 
between the two principles ; it was like one soul cut in 
two, and divided ; Gauvain really had received a half of 
Cimonrdaiir's soul, but the gentle half. It seemed as if 
Gauvain had received the white rays, and Cimoiirdain^ 
had kept for himself wdiat might be called the black rays.*, 
This caused an intimate discord. It was impossible fori 
this secret war not to burst forth. One morning the! 
battle began. 

Cimourdain said to Gauvain,— . 

Where are we 
Gauvain replied,-— 

You know as well as I do. I have scattered Lantenac^'s 
bands. He has only a fbw men with him. He is driven 
back into the forest of Poug^res. In a week he will be 
surrounded. 

And in two weeks 
He will be captured/^ 
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And then?” 

« Have yon seen my notice ?” 

“Yes. Weil?” 

“ He will be shot.” 

“ Mercy again. He mnst be guillotined. 

“ For my part,” said Gauvain, “ I am for military death.^ 

“And 1,” replied Cirnourdain, “am for revolutionary 
death ” 

He looked Gauvain in the face, and said, — 

“ Why did you release those nuns of the convent of 
Saint-Marc-le-Blanc ? ” 

“ I am not making war on women,” replied Gauvain. 

“ These women hate the people. And for hatred a woman 
is equal to ten men. Why did you refuse to send all that 
flock of old fanatic priests taken at Louvigne, to the 
Revolutionary tribunal ? ” 

“ I am not making war on old men.” 

“ An old priest is worse than a young one. Rebellion 
is more dangerous when preached by white hairs. People 
have faith in wrinkles. Ho false pity, Gauvain. Regi- 
cides are liberators. Keep your eye on the tower of tho 
temple.” 

“ The tower of the temple ! I would release the dau 
phin. I am not making war on children.” 

Cimourdain’s eye grew stern. 

“Gauvain, know that it is necessary to make war on a 
woman when her name is Marie Antoinette, on an old 
man when his name is Pope Pius VI., and on a child, 
when his name is Louis Capet,” 

“ My master, I am not a politician.” 

“ Try not to be dangerous. Why, when the post of 
Cosse wms attacked, and the rebel Jean Treton, driven 
back and lost, rushed alone, sword in hand, on the whole 
column, did you cry, ‘Open the ranks— let him pass ?’ ” 

“ Because one does not set fifteen hundred men to kill 
a single man.” 

“ Why, at the Cailleterie d’Astille, when you saw that 
your soldiers were going to kill the Vendean, Joseph 
Bezier, who was wounded and dragging himself along, 
did you cry; ‘Forward, march! I will attend to him!’ 
and shoot your pistol into the air?” 

“ Because one does not shoot a man who is down.” 

“ And you did wrong. Both are to-day chiefs of bands ^ 
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Juepli Bfeler is Moiistctcne, and Jean Treton is Jambe ' 
diligent. In saving- these two men, you gave two enemies 
to the Republic.” 

“ Certainly, I should like to make friends for it and not 
give it enemies.” 

u Why did you not have your thi*ee hundred peasant 
prisoners shot after the victory of Landean?” 

Because as Bonchamp had pardoned the Republican 
prisoners, I washed to have it said that the Republic par- 
doned the Royalist prisoners.” 

But if yoii take Lantenac will you pardon him ? ” 

«No.” 

«Why not, si-aoe you pardoned three hundred pris- 
oners ? ” 

“ The peasants are ignorant ; Lantenac knows what he 
is doing.” 

But Lantenac is a relative of yours?” 

France is the great relative.” 

“ Lantenac is an old man.” 

Lantenac is a foreigner. Lantenac has no ago, Lante- 
nao is summoning the English. Lantenac is Invasion. 
Lantenac is the enemy of the country. The duel between 
him and me can only end in his death or mine.” 

Gauvain, remember your words.” 

“My promise is given.” 

There was a silence and both looked at each other. 

Gauvain added, — 

“ This year of ’93 in which we aia living will be a 
bloody date.” 

“ Take care ! ” exclaimed Cimourdaiii. “ Terrible duties 
are before us. Accuse no one wdio is not at fault. How 
long has the malady been the fanit of the physician ? Yes, 
that which characterizes this tremendous year is that it is 
pitiless. Why? Becauseitis the great revolutionary year, 
This present year is the incarnation of the Revolution. 
The Revolution has an enemy, the Old World, and is piti - 
less to it, Just as the surgeon has an enemy, gangrene, and 
is pitiless to it. Tlie Revolution exterminates royalty 
in the kingv aristocracy in the noble, despotism in llio 
soldier, superstition in the priest, barbarity in the judge; 
in short, everything tyrannous in everything which tyran- 
The operation is frightful, but the Revolution 
works with a sui-e nancl. ■ As' to tlie amount of souiwj 
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fiesli tliat it sacrifices, ask BcBrliave what he thinks about 
it. What tumor can be removed without involving a loss 
of blood? What fire can be extinguished without re- 
quiring a part of the fire? These terrible necessities are 
the very condition of success. A surgeon resembles a 
butcher; a healer may give the effect of an executioner. 
The Revolution devotes itself to its fatal work. It muti- 
lates, but it saves. What! you ask mercy for the virus! 
you wish it to show clemency toward what is venomous! 
It does not listen. It holds what has passed, it will 
finish it. It makes a deep incision in civilization, out of 
which will emerge the health of the human race. You 
suffer? Without doubt. How long will it last? during 
the operation. Then you will live. The Revolution is 
amputating the world. Hence this hemorrhage, "dSI* 

■ *The surgeon is calm/" said Gauvain, ^‘and the men I 
see are violent/" 

“The Revolution,"" replied Cimourdain, “needs fero- 
cious workmen to assist it. It rejects every hand that 
trembles. It has faith only in the inexorable. Danton 
is terrible, Robespierre is inflexible, Saint-Just is immu- 
table, Marrat is implacable. Be on your guard, Gauvain. 
These names are necessary. They are worth whole 
armies to us. They will terrify Europe."" 

“And perhaps also the future,"" said Gauvain. 

He stopped and then added, — 

“Besides, my master, you make a mistake; I accuse 
nobody. In my opinion, the chief characteristic of the 
Revolution is its irresponsibility. No one is innocent, no 
one is guilty. Louis XVI. is a sheep thrown among lions; 
he wants to fee, he wants to escape; he tries to defend 
himself ; he would bite if he could. But not every one 
can be a lion. This desire of his passes for a crime. This 
sheep, in anger, shows his teeth. The traitor!" say the 
lions, and they devour him. Having done this, they fight 
among themselves/" . ' 

“The sheep' is a beast/" 

“And the lions, what are they?"" 

This reply made Cimourdain thoughtful. He raised his 
head 'and said,— 

“These lions are consciences, these lions are Ideas* these 
lions are principles."" 

“They cause the terror/" 
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“Some day the Revolution will be the justification of 

ths t6rror/^ 

'Tear lest the terror be the calumny of the Revolu- 
tion/^ 

And Gauvain added, — 

"Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, these are dogmas of 
peace and harmony. Why make them appear frightful? 
What is it that we wish for? To subject the people to 
one common Republic. Well, let us not make them 
afraid. What is the good of intimidation? People are 
no more attracted by scare-crows than birds are. It is 
not necessary to do evil in order to accomplish good. The 
throne is not overturned to leave the scaffold standing. 
Death to kings and life to nations. Let us knock off the 
crowns, let us spare the heads! The Revolution is con- 
cord and not fright. Gentle ideas are not subserved by 
pitiless men. Amnesty is in my opinion the most beau- 
tiful word in human speech. I will shed blood only while 
risking my own. Besides, I only know how to fight, and 
I am only a soldier. But if one cannot pardon, it is not 
worth while to conquer. During battle, let us be the 
enemies of our enemies, and after the victory, their 
brothers.’^ 

"Take care!’^ repeated Cimourdain, for the third time, 
"Gauvain, you are more to me than a son. Take care!’’ 

And he added, thoughtfully, — 

"In times like ours, pity may be one form of treason.” 

Hearing these two men talk was like hearing the con- 
versation of the sword and the axe. 


CHAPTER VIIL 
DOLOROSA. 

, ■ ;iN the meantime, the mother was looking for her little 
ones. 

She went straight ahead. How did she live? Impos- 
sible to tell. She herself did not know. She walked 
days and nights; she begged, she ate grass, she slept on 
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the ground, she slept in the open air, in the WrlcQlg, 
under the stars, sometimes in the rain and the wind. 

She roved from village to village, from farm to f arm^ 
asking for information. She stopped on the thresholds , 
her dress was in rags ; sometimes she was welcomed, some- 
times she was driven away. When she could not go into 
the houses, she went into the woods. She was not acquaint* 
ed with the country. 'No region was familiar to her ex- 
cept Siscoignard and the parish of Aze. She had no 
definite route ; she went back on her steps ; started oh a 
road that she had already been over ; went on useless 
paths. Sometimes she followed the road, sometimes the 
tracks of a wagon, sometimes footpaths in the copses. 
In this life of chance, she had worn out her wretched 
clothing ; she had walked first in shoes, then barefooted, 
then with bleeding feet. 

She went into the midst of the war, in the midst of the 
firing, hearing nothing, seeing nothing, avoiding nothing, 
looking for her children. As everything was in revolt, 
there were no policemen, no mayors, no authorities. She 
had to do only with those whom she met« She spoke to 
them, she asked, — 

Have you seen three little children anywhere?’* 

The passers-by raised their heads. 

“ Two boys and a girl,” she said. 

She continued, — 

« Ren4- Jean, Gros- Alain, Georgette ? You have not seen 
them?” 

She went on. 

« The oldest four years and a half, the little one twenty 
months old.” 

She added, — 

‘‘ Do you know where they are ? They have taken them 
away from me.” 

The people looked at her, and that was all. 

Seeing that they did not understand, she said, — 

They are mine, that is why.” 

The people went on their way. Then she would stop 
t^nd say no more, tearing her breast with her nails. 

One day, however, a peasant listened to her. The goad 
man began to ponder. 

Wait,” he said. ■ '.‘"Three obildreiil** 

■ . . . 
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Two boys?" 

And a girl/^ 

Then he asked again^— » 

Are yon looking for them ? 

I have heard tell of a seigneur, who took three little 
children, and had them wdth him/^ 

Where is this man/’ she cried, Where are they ? 
The peasant replied, — 

Go to la Toiirgiie.” 

Shall I find my children there 
Probably, you wilL’^ 

You said ?” 

La Toiirgue ? 

What is la Tourgue 
“ It is a place.” 

Is it a village ? a castle ? a farm 
I have never been there.^^ 

^^Isitfar?” 

^*^It is not near.’^ 

In what direction 
^^In the direction of FourgSres/^ 

How do yon get there ^ 

You are in Ventortes,” said the peasant, you leave 
Ernee on the left and Coxelles on the right, you pass by 
Lorchamps and you cross the Leroux.” 

And the peasant pointed toward the west. 

Right ahead of you all the way, in the direction of the 
sunset.” 

Before the peasant had dropped his arm, she had started. 
The peasant called out, — 

But. take care. They are fighting over there.” 

She did not turn around to reply to him, but continued 
on her way* 
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CHAPTER IX« 

PROVmCIAL BASTILLB. 

I. — ^La Totbgue* 

The traveller of forty years ago, who entered the forest 
of Foogeres from the side of Laignelet, and came out on 
the side of Parigne, was confronted with a forbidding 
object on the edge of these dark woods. As he emerged 
from the thicket, la Tourgue arose abruptly before him. 

'Not the living la Tourgue, but the dead la Tourgue* 
La Tourgue rent, ruined, scarred, dismantled. A ruin is 
to an edifice what a ghost is to a man. 

There was no more gloomy sight than la Tourgue. 
Before one’s eyes was a lofty round tower, standing aloiie 
in a corner of the wood, Tike a malefactor. This tower, 
rising from a perpendicular rock, was almost Roman in 
appearance, it was so regular and solid, and the idea of 
power was so mingled with the idea of ruin in this 
mighty mass. It was slightly Roman, for it was Roman- 
esque ; it was begun in the ninth century and finished 
in the twelfth, after the third Crusade, The impost 
mouldings of its archways told its age. 

If the traveller approached it, climbed up the escarp- 
ment, noticed a breach, took his risk in enteiing, went 
inside, he found it empty. It was something like the 
hiside of a stone trumpet placed upright on the ground. 
From top to bottom there were no partitions ; there was 
no roof, no ceiling, 110 floor ; there were arch stones and 
chimney-pieces, and embrasures for ancient cannon ; at 
different heights, bands of granite corbels, and some cross- 
beams, marking the stories ; the beams were covered vritli 
the lime of night birds ; the colossal^ wall was fifteen feet 
thick at the base, and twelve at the summit ; here and there 
were crevices and holes which had been doorways, through 
which could be seen dark staircases inside the wall. The 
passer-by who came in here the evening would lifave 
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— The Breach. 


Iieard the cries of the brown owl, herons, goat-suckers, 
and other birds ; and would have seen under his feet 
brambles, stones, and reptiles ; and above his head, 
throiigii a black circle, which was the top of the tower 
and seemed like the inouth of an enormous well, the 
stars. 

There was a tradition in the country tliat in the upper 
stories of this tower there were secret doors, like 
the doors in the tombs of the kings of Judah, made of 
a single stojie turning on a pivot, opening, tlien closing 
and losing itself in the wall; a style of architecture 
brought back from the Crusades with the pointed arch. 
Wlien these doors were closed it was impossible to find 
them, they were so well blended with the other stones in 
the wail. Such doors may be seen at the present time 
in the mysterious cities of Anti-Lebanon, escaped from 
the tw^elve towns which were buried by the earthquakes 
in the time of Tiberius. 


The breach which formed the entrance to the ruin was 
the opening to a mine. For a connoisseur fainilia,r with 
Errard, Sardi and Pagan, this mine had been constructed 
according to rule. The fire clnimber, s]ia[)0d like a mitre, 
was proportioned to the power of the keep it had to rip open. 
It must ha,V0 held at least two hunclred weight of powder. 
It was reached by winding passage, which is more 
advantageous tlnin a stnught one; the caving in caused 
by the mine laid bare, where the stones were torn away, 
the saucission having the diaaneb.T of a heids egg. The 
explosion Iiad made a deep hole in the wall, through 
wdiicli the liesiegers must have been able to enter. This 
tower had evidently sustained regular sieges at different 
times; it was riddled with grapeshot; and the grapeshot 
did not all belong to the same period ; each projectile has 
its own v’a,y of marking a rampart; and all had left their 
scar on this keep, from the stone cannon balls of the four- 
teenth century to tho^iron cannon balls of the eighteenth. 

The breach opened into what must have been the ground 
floor. Opposite the breach in the wall of tiie lower, 
opened the door to a crypt cut out in the rock, and 
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extending ill the foundations of the tower under the 
entire liaii of the ground floor. 

This crypt, three quarters filled up, was cleared out in 
1835, under the direction of Monsieur Auguste le Prevost, 
the Antiquary of Bernay. 


III. — ^ThE DuXGEOlf. 

This crypt was the oubliette. 

Every keep has its dungeon. This keep, like many 
torture chambers of the same period, had two stories. 
The first story which ^vas reached by the door, was a 
large arched room on a level with the hall of the ground 
floor. On the wall of this room were seen two parallel, 
vertical grooves, extending from one side to the other 
across the arched ceiling, where they made a deep indenta- 
tion, giving the impression of tivo wheel tracks. They 
were two wheel tracks in reality. These two grooves had 
been hollowed out by tw^o wheels. Formerly, in feudal 
times, victims had been quartered in this room, by a less 
noisy process than wdtli the four horses. They had two 
wheels there, so strong and so large that they touched 
the -walls and the arched ceiling ; an arm and a leg of the 
prisoner were fastened to each of the wheels, then the 
wheels w^ere revolved in opposite directions, which tore 
the man asunder. It required force, and this caused the 
grooves hollowed out in the stone ground by the wdieels. 
At the present time, a room of this kind may still be seen 
at Yianden. 

Fnder this room there was another. This was the real 
dungeon. It was not entered by a door, it was penetrated 
through a hole; the victim, naked, was let down by a 
rope under the armpits, into the lower chamber, through 
a hole in the centre of the pavement of the room abov(\ 
If he persisted in living, food ivas thrown to him throngh 
this hole. A hole of this kind may still be seen at 
Bouillon. 

Air came through this hole. The lower room, dug out 
under the hall of the ground floor, was rather a well tlilin 
a room. There was water at the bottom, and it w^as 
filled with an icy draught. This draught, which was 
death to the prisoner below, kept the prisoner above alive i 
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ft made it possible to breathe in the prison. The prisoner 
above, groping about under his arched ceiling, received 
no air except through this hole. Moreover, whoever went 
down there, or fell down there never came out again. 
The prisoner had to keep away from it in the' darkness. 
One false step might make the prisoner of the upper 
chaiiiber a prisoner of the lower. This was ever before 
him. If he clung to life this hole was his danger ; if he 
was weary of it, this hole was his resource. The upper 
story was the dungeon ; the lower story, the tomb. A 
superposition resembling the society of that time. 

This was what our ancestors called a cul-de-basse- 
fosse.'^^ As such a thing has gone out of existence, the 
name has no meaning for us. Thanks to the Revolution, 
we can utter these words with indifference. 

Outside the tower, above the breach which forty years 
ago was the only entrance, was an opening larger than 
the other loopholes, from which hung an iron grating, 
broken andl loose. 


IV. — ^The Little Castle ok the Bridge, 

Ok the opposite side of the breach, a bridge of stone 
with three arches very little injured, was joined to this 
tower. The bridge had supported a htiilding, some frag- 
ments of which were still remaining. There was noth* 
ing left of this building, which showed evidence of a con- 
flagration, but charred timbers, a sort of framework 
ttiroiigh which the daylight penetrated, and which rose 
near the tower, like a skeleton beside a ghost. 

This ruin is now entirely demolished, and not a trace of 
it Is left. One day and one peasant were enough to imclo 
the work of many centuries and many kings. 

La Toiirgiie is a peasant abbreviation for la Tour-Gau- 
vain, just as la Jupelleis an abbreviation of la Jupelli^re, 
and as the name of that humpbacked chief, Pinson-ie-Tort, 
means Pinson-le-Tortu. 

La Tonrgue, which was in ruins forty years ago, and 
to-day is only a name, in 1798 was a fortress. It was the 
old bastille of the Gauvain family, guarding the western 
entrance to the forest of Fougeres, a forest which is hardly 
a grove now* , 
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TWs citadel was built on one of those great blocks ot 
gcliist'* which abound between Mayenne and Dinan, and 
are scattered everywhere through the thickets and moors, 
as though the giants had been throwing stones at each 
other’s heads. 

The tower comprised the whole fortress ; under the 
tower was the rock, at the foot of the rock one of tiiose 
streams of water which the month of January changes te 
a torrent, and the month of June dries up entirely. 

Simplified to this extent, the fortress in the middle ages 
was almost impregnable. The bridge weakened it. The 
Gothic Gauvains had built it without a bridge. It was 
reached by one of those movable foot bridges, which could 
be destroyed by a single axe blow. While the Gauvains 
were viscounts, it pleased them thus, and they were sat- 
isfied with it ; but when they became marquises, and when 
they left the cave for the court, they threw three arches 
across the torrent, and made themselves accessible from 
the plain, just as they had made themselves accessible to 
the king. The marquises of the seventeenth century and 
the marchionesses of the eighteenth, did not care to be im- 
pregnable. Imitating Versailles took the place of keep- 
ing up the ancestral traditions. 

In front of the tower on the western side was a very 
high table-land, extending to the plains ; this table-land 
almost touched the tower, and was only separated from 
it by a very deep ravine, through which flowed the water- 
course which is a tributary of the Couesnon. The bridge 
connecting the fortress and the table-land was built high 
on x)iers ; and on these piers was constructed a building like 
that at Chenonceaux in the Mansard style, and more hab- 
itable than the tower. But manners were still very rude j 
the seigneurs held to the custom of living in the rooms of 
the keep, which were like dungeons. As for the building 
on the bridge, which was a sort of chatelet, it contained 
a long corridor which served as an entrance and was 
called the guard hall ; above this guard hall, which was a 
sort of entresol, was the library, above the library, a gran- 
ary. Long windows with little panes of Bohemian glass, 
pilasters between the windows, medallions carved in the 
wall; three stories: on the lower floor were the halberds 
and muskets ; on the next, the books ; on the next, bags 
of oats; all this was rather savage and very princely. 
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The tower beside it was fierce. 

It rose above this coquettish building in all its gloomy 
iiaiightiness. From the platform, the bridge could be 
destroyed. 

The two edifices, one rude, the other elegant, clashed 
rather than complimented each other. The two styles 
were not harmonious ; although it seems as if two semi- 
circles ought to be similar, nothing resembles a Roman 
semicircle less than a classic archivault. This tower, 
suited to the forest, was a strange neighbor to this bridge 
worthy of Yersailles. Imagine Alain Barbe-Torte giving 
his arm to Louis XI Y. The combination was terrible. 
A strange ferocity resulted from the union of these two 
majesties. 

From a military point of view, the bridge, we must 
insist, almost betrayed the tower. It adorned it and dis- 
armed it ; in gaining ornamentation it had lost strength. 
The bridge placed it on a footing with the table-land. 
Although still impregnable on the side of the forest, it 
was now vulnerable on the side of the plain. Once it 
commanded the table-land, now it 'was commanded by the 
table-land. An enemy established there, would quickly 
become master of the bridge. The library and the granary 
were to the advantage of the besieger, and against the 
fortress. A library and a granary are alike in this respect, 
that books and straw are both combustible. It is all. the 
same to a besieger, making use of fire, whether he burns 
Homer or a bundle of hay, provided it burns. The French 
proved this to the Germans when they burned the library 
at Heidelberg, and the Germans proved it to the French 
when they burned the library at Strasburg. Adding this 
bridge to la Tourgue was strategically a mistake; but in 
the seventeenth century, under Colbert and Louvois, the 
Gauvain princes, as w^eli as the princes of Rolian and the 
princes of la Tremoille, believed that they would never be 
besieged again. 

However, the builders of the bridge had taken some 
precautions. First, they had taken the possibility of fire 
into account ; under the three windows on the side next 
the water they had hung crosswise, to hooks which could 
still be seen a half century ago, a strong ladder for escape, 
as long as the height of the first two stories of the bridge, 
a height greater than three ordinary stories. Second^ 
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they had taken the possibility of assault into account 5 
they had isolated the bridge from the tower by means of 
a low, heavy iron door; this door was arched ; it was locked 
with a large key, kept in a hiding-place known to . the 
keeper alone, and once closed, this door could defy the 
battering-ram, and almost withstand cannon balls* 

It was necessary to pass through the bridge to reach 
this door, and to pass through this door to eater the 
tower* There was ao other entrance* 


V.— The Ieojt Door* 

The second story of the chatelet on the bridge, raised 
on the piers, corresponded to the second story of the 
tower ; the iron door had been placed at this height to 
make it more secure. 

The iron door opened from the side of the bridge into 
the library, and from the side of the tower into a great 
arched hall with a pillar in the centre. This hall, as has 
already i)een said, Avas in tlie second story of the keep, lit 
was round, like the tower j long loopholes, looking out on 
the plains, lighted it,, The wall Avas quite rough and. bare, 
and nothing concealed the stones, which were very sym- 
metrically laid. This haT was reached by a winding stair- 
case made inside the AAmil, a thing easily done when the 
walls are fifteen feet thick. In the Middle Ages, a town 
was taken street by street ; a street, house by house ; a 
house, room by room. They besieged a fortress, story by 
story. 

La Tourgue was in this respect very ingeniously arranged, 
very churlish, and very unapproachable. A spiral stair- 
case, extreinely steep and inaccessible, led from one story 
to another ; the doors were slanting and not so high as a 
man, and it Avas necessary to bow one’s head in order tc 
pass tlirough ; but a bowed head meant a head knocked 
off, and at each door the besieged awaited the besiegers. 

BeloAv the round hall with. the column were two similar 
rooms, Avhich formed the first story and the ground floor, 
and above there were three; above these six rooms placed 
one upon another, the toAver was closed over with a, root 
of stone, Avhich was the platform^ and reached by a narrow 
watch-tower. 
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The fifteen feet, the thickness of the wall, which they 
must ha¥e had to cut through in order to place the iron 
door in the middle, imbedded it in a long coving, so that 
when the door closed, it w’-as as much ou the side of the 
tower as on the side of the bridge, under a porch six 
or seven feet deep ; when it was open the tw’-o porches 
formed one and made the entrance arch. 

ITiider the porch on the side of the bridge, inside the 
wall, was a low gate with a St. Gilles’s staircase, leading 
to the corridor on the first floor, under the library ; this 
was still another difficulty for the besieger. The ciiatelet 
on t'm bridge presented nothing but a perpendicular wall 
on the siclc next the table-land, and the bridge ended 
there. A draw-bridge, applied to a low door, put it in 
communication with the table-land, and this draw-bridge, 
nevor lowered except on an inclined plane, on account of 
the height, gave entrance to the long corridor, called the 
hall of the"* guards. Once master of this corridor, the 
besieger, in order to reach the iron door, was obliged to 
teai’ away the St. Gileses staircase leading to the second 
story. 

VI,— The Libeaby, 

The library was an oblong hall of the same width and 
length as the bridge, and having a single door, the iron 
door. A false swinging door, padded with green cloth, and 
opening with a push, screened the arched enti’ance to the 
tower on the inside. The wail of the library from top to 
bottom, and from floor to ceiling was covered with cab- 
inets having glass doors, in tlie beautiful style of carpen- 
try of the seventeenth century. 

Six large windows, three on .each side, one above each 
arch, lighted this library. From the top of the plateau 
outside, one could look through these windows and see 
the inside. Between the windows, on carved oak ter- 
minals, stood six marble busts: Hermolatls, of Byzan- 
tium ; Athenseus, the grammarian of Nankrabos ; Siiidas ; 
Casauboii; Clovis, king of France; and his chancellor 
Anaclialus, who, by the way, was no more a chancellor 
than Clovis was a king. 

There were books of every kind in this library. One has 
become famous. It was an old quarto with prints, bear- 
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ing the title, <^Sa!nt Bai'tholomew,” in large letters ; and 
the sub-title, ‘‘ Gospel according to Saint Bartholomew, 
preceded by a dissertation by Pantoenus, a Christian 
philosopher, on the question whether this gospel should 
be considered apocryphal, and whether Saint Bartholo- 
niew be the same as Nathaniel.” 

This book, thought to be the only copy, rested on a 
desk in the centre of the library. In the last century^ 
people went to see it out of curiosity. 


VII. — ^The Granary. 

The granary which, like the library, had the oblong 
form of the bridge, was merely the space under the 
timber- work of the roof. It made a large hall and was 
filled with straw and hay, and lighted by six garret 
windows. It’s only adornment was a figure of Saint 
Barnabas, carved on the door, with this verse beneath 
it,— 

Barnabas sanctus falcem jiibet ire per herbam. 

A wdde, lofty tower, with six stories, penetrated by an 
occasional loophole, having for its only means of entrance 
and exit an iron door opening on a castle bridge, closed 
by a drawbridge ; behind the tow- er, the forest ; in fi'ont 
of the tower, a plateau covered with heath; under the 
bridge, between the tow^er and the plateau, a deep ravine, 
narrow and full of brambles ; a torrent in winter,' a brook 
in spring, a stony ditch in summer ; such was the Tour- 
Gau vain, called la Tourgue. 


CHAPTER X. 

THE HOSTAGES. 

July passed, August came, a blast of heroism and cruelty 
blew over France; two spectres had just crossed the 
horizon, Marat with a dagger in his side, Charlotte 
Corday headless ; everything was becoming terrible. 
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As for la Tend4e, beaten in great strategic measures, 
she took refuge in small ones, more frightful, as we have 
already said ; this war was now an immense skirmish in 
the woods. 

The disasters to the great army called Catholic and 
Royal were beginning; a decree sent the army of 
Mayeiice to la Vendee; eight thousand Vendeans were 
killed at Ancenis; the Vendeans were repulsed at Nates, 
driven out of Montaigu, expelled from Thouars, driven 
from Noirmoutier, thrown headlong from Cholet, Mon- 
tague, and Saumur ; they evacuated Farthenay ; they 
abandoned Clisson ; they lost ground at Chatillon; they 
lost a flag at Saint- Hilaire ; they were defeated at Pornic, 
at the Sables, at Fontenay, Done, the Chateau d’Eau, the 
Ponts-de-C4 ; they were held in check at Ln9on, ; re- 
treated from Ch^taigneraye ; were routed at Roche-sur- 
Yon: but, on the one hand, they were threatening la 
Rochelle, and, on the other, in the Guernsey waters, 
an English fleet, commanded by General Craig, carrying 
several English regiments together with the best officers 
of the French marine, was only waiting for a signal from 
the Marquis de Lantenac, to disembark. 

This disembarkation might give hack victory to the 
royalist insurrection. But Pitt was a State malefactor ; 
treason is to statesmanship what the dagger is to the 
panoply ; Pitt stabbed our country and betrayed his own ; 
hetraying his country was dishonoring it ; England under 
him, and through him, waged a Punic war. She spied, 
cheated, lied. A poacher and a forger, no means were 
scorned by her; she even descended to the minutiaB of 
hatred. She caused a monopoly of tallow, which cost five 
francs a pound ; a letter from Prizant, Pitt’s agent in 
Vendee, was taken from an Englishman at Lille, contain- 
ing these lines, — 

“ I beg you not to be sparing of money. We hope that 
the assassinations will be done with prudence ; disguised 
priests and women are the suitable persons for this under- 
taking. Send sixty thousand livres to Rouen, and fifty 
thousand livres to Caen.” 

Tins letter was read by Barer to the Convention the 
first of August. This treachery was answered by 
Parrein’s cruelties, and later on by Carrier’s atrocities. 
The Republicans of Metz and the Republicans of the South 
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asked permission to march against the rebels* A decree 
ordered, the forming of twenty-four companies of pioneers 
to bum the hedges and fences of the Bocage* An unpre- 
cedented crisis. The war only ceased in one direction to 
begin again in another. Ko mercy ! no prisoners ! ’’ 
was the cry of both parties. History was full of a 
terrible darkness. 

In this month of August, la Tourgue was besieged. 

One evening, as the stars were beginning to shine, in the 
quiet of a dog-clay twilight, when not a leaf trembled in the 
forest, not a blade of grass stirred on the mooi, through 
the silence of the approaching darkness, the sound of a 
horn was heard. The sound of this horn came from the 
top of the tower. 

This horn was answered by a trumpet, which sounded 
from below. 

At the top of the tower there was an armed man ; beloWj 
in the darkness, there was a camp. 

A swarm of black figures could be made out in the dim 
light around the Tour-Gauvain. This swarm was a biv- 
ouac. Fires were beginning to be lighted under the trees 
in the forest and in the heather on the plateau, piercing 
the darkness here and there with bright points of light, as 
if the earth wished to shine with stars as well as the sky, 
Gloomy stars, — those of war! The bivouac, in the direc- 
tion of the plateau, reached as far as the plains, and in the 
direction of the forest, /t extended into the thicket. La 
Tourgue was blockaded. 

The extent of the besieger’s bivouac indicated a numer- 
ous force. 

^ The camp was situated close to the fortress, and on the 
side of the tower, reached to the rock, and on the side of 
the bridge, to the edge of the ravine. 

There was a second blast from the horn, followed by a 
second blowing of the trumpet. 

This horn questioned, and the trumpet gave answer. 

The horn was the tower asking the camp, Can we 
speak to yon ?” And the trumpet replied, “ Yes.” 

At this period, as the Vendeans were not considered 
warriors by the Convention, and as a decree had forbidden 
the exchange of flags of truce with these brigands,” they 
supplied, as best they could, the means of communication 
which the right of nations authorizes in ordinary warfare^ 
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and. forbids in civil warfare. So on occasion, there was a 
certain understanding arranged between the peasant’s 
horn and the soldier’s trumpet. The first call was only 
to attract attention, the second call put the question, 
« Will you listen?” If after this second call the trumpet 
was silent, it meant refusal ; if the trumpet answered, it 
meant consent. This signified a few moments’ truce. 

The trumpet having replied to the second call, the man 
on the top of the tower spoke, and these were his 
words, — 

‘‘Ye men who hear me, lam Gouge-le-Bruant, called 
Brisebleii, because I have put an end to so many of your 
men ; and called also ITmanus, because I shall kill still 
more than I have killed ; I had my finger out off by a 
sabre stroke on the barrel of my gun, during the attack at 
Granville, and you had my father and mother, and my 
sister Jacqueline eighteen years old, guillotined at Laval ; 
— this is -who I am. 

“ I speak to you in the name of Monseigneur the 
Marquis Gauvairi de Lanteiiac, Yiscount de Fonteiiay, 
Prince of Brittany, seigneur of the seven forests, niy 
master. 

« Know first, that before Moiiseigneur le Marquis sliut 
himself up in this tower wdiere you have blockaded him, 
he distributed the war among six chiefs, his lieutenants; 
he gave to Delidre the country between the rotid to Brest 
and the road to Ern4e ; to Treton, the country between 
la Roe and Laval ; to Jacquet, called Taillefer, the bound- 
I ary of the Upper Maine ; to Gaulier, called Great Peter, 
Ghiiteau-Gontier ; to Leconte, Craon ; Fougeres to Mon- 
sieur Dubois-Guy; and all la Mayenne to Monsieur de 
Rocbambeaii ; in order that you might accomplish nothing 
by taking this fortress, and that even if Monseigneur le 
Marquis should die, la Yendee of God and the king should 
not die. 

“ Know this, that what I tell you is to warn you . 

“Monseigoeur is here by my side. I am the mouth 
through which his words pass. Ye men, vdio besiege us, 
keep silence. 

“ Tills is what it is important for you to hear, — 

‘‘ I)o not forget that the war that you are wagingagainst 
us is unjust. We are people living in our own country, 
and we are, fighting honestly, afid. we are simple and pure 
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beneatli the will of God, as the grass beneath the dew. 
The Republic has attacked us; it came to disturb us in 
our fields, it has burned our houses and our crops, and 
cannonaded our farms, and our women and children have 
been obliged to flee barefooted into the woods while the 
winter birds were still singing. 

“ You, who are present and hear what I say, have 
driven us into the forest, and you are surrounding us in 
this tower ; you have killed or scattered those wdio were 
united to us ; you have cannon; you have joined to your 
column, the garrisons and posts of Mortain, Barenton, 
Teilleul, Laodivy, d’Evran, Tinteniac and Vitie, and the 
result is that you are attacking us with four thousand 
five hundred soldiers, and we have but nineteen men for 
our defence. 

“ We have provisions and ammunition. 

“You have succeeded in contriving a mine and in 
blowing up a piece of our rock and a piece of our wall. 

“ That made a hole at the foot of the tower, and this 
hole is a breach, through which you can enter, although 
it is not open to the sky, and the tower, still strong and 
firm, forms an arch above it. 

“Now you are preparing to attack us. 

“ And we, first, monseigneur le marquis, who is Prince 
of Brittany and secular Prior of the abbey of Saint-Marie 
de Lantenac, where daily mass was established by Queen 
Jeanne ; and next, the other defenders of the tower, among 
whom are Monsieur FAbbe Turmeau, in war, Grand- 
Francoeur; my comrade Guinoiseau, captain of Camp- 
Vert; my comrade, Chante-en-Hiver, captain of the camp 
of PAvoine; my comrade, la Musette, captain of the camp 
of the ITourmis ; and myself, a peasant, who was born in 
the market- town of Daon, through which the brook 
Moriandre flows,— we all of us have one thing to say to 
you. 

“ Men who are at the foot of this tower, listen. 

“ We have in our hands three prisoners, three children. 
These children were adopted by one of your battalions, 
and they are yours. We offer to give up these three 
children to you. ^ 

“On one condition. 

“That is that you will let us go free. 

“ If you refuse, listen attentively. You can attack us 
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If only two ways ; by means of the breach j from the side 
of the forest; or by means of the bridge, from the side of 
the plateau. The building on the bridge is three stories 
high; in the lower story, I, ITmdnus, I who speak to 
you, have had six tons of tar and one hundred fagots of 
dried heath placed there; in the upper story, there is 
straw ; the middle story is full of books and papers ; the 
iron door leading from the bridge to the tower is closed, 
and monseigneur has the key ; and I have made an opening 
under the door, and through this opening passes a sulphur 
slow-match, one end of which is in the hogsheads of tar, 
and the other within my reach, inside the tower ; I shall 
set fire to it whenever it seems good to me. If you refuse 
to let us out, the three children will be placed in the 
second story of the bridge, between the story where the 
sulphur, match ends and where the tar is, and the story 
filled with straw, and the iron door will be fastened on 
them. If you attack by the bridge you will be the ones 
to set fire to the building ; if you attack by the breach, 
we shall he the ones ; if you attack by the breach and 
the bridge at the same time, the fire will he set by you 
and by us ; and in any case the children will perish. 

How, accept or refuse. 

‘‘ If you accept, we leave. 

If you refuse, the children die. 

I have said my say.” 

The man who spoke from the top of the tower was 
silent. 

A voice from below cried out, — 

“We refuse.”. 

This voice was short and stern. Another voice, less 
harsh, but firm, added, — 

“We give you twenty -four hours to surrender at dis- 
cretion.” 

Silence ensued, and the same voice continued, — 

“ To-morrow at this hour, if you do not surrendei', we 
shall begin the attack ” 

And the first voice added, — 

“ And then, no quarter.” 

To this savage voice, another replied from the top of the 
tower. J Between two battlements a tall shadow bent for- 
ward, in which, by the light of the stars, could be iiiade 
out the formidable face of the Marquis de Lantenac, au4 
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tills face wliieli looked into the darkness as if trying to 
find some one, cried, — . 

« Hold, it is yoii, priest I ” 

« Yes, it is I, traitor I ” replied the harsh Toice from 
below 


CHAPTER XI. 

TEREIBLE AS IN ANCIENT DAYS. 

The relentless voice really was Cimoiirdahi'^s ; the 
younger and less imperious voice was Gaii values. 

The Marquis de Lantenac had not been mistaken in 
recognizing the Abbe Cimourdain. 

In a few weeks, Cimourdain, as we know, had become 
famous in this country made bloody by civil war; there 
was no more ominous notoriety than his; people said: 

Marat, in Paris; Chalier, in Lyons; Cimourdain, in 
Vendee, They cursed the Abbe Cimourdain in proportion 
as they had once revered him; such is the effect of a 
priest renouncing his robes. Cimourdain was a cause of 
horrcu*. The stern are mifortunate ; whoever sees their 
deeds condemns them, but if their consciences could be 
seen tiiey vfoulcl, perhaps, be forgiven. A Lycurgus, who 
is not explained seems a Tiberius. The two men, the 
Marquis de Lantenac and the Abbe Cimourdain were 
equal in the balance of hatred ; the malediction of the 
Royalists against Cimourdain was counterbalanced by the 
execration of the Republicans against Lantenac. Each of 
these two men was a monster in the eyes of the opposite 
imrty ; to such an extent that it produced this singular 
fac.t, liiat while Prieur de la Marne, at Granville, was put- 
ting; a price on Lantenac’s head, Charette, at Xoirmoutier 
was setting a price on the head of Cimourdain. 

We may say that these two men, the marquis and the 
priest, were to a certain extent the same man. The bronze 
mask of civil war has... two profiles ; one turned toward 
the past, the other turned toward the future ; both equally 
tragic. Lantenac was the first of these profiles, Cimour* 
dain was the second; only Lantenac’s bitter sneer was 
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fall of darkness and niglit, while Cimourdaiif s fatal brow 
glowed with the light of morning. ^ 

111 the meantime, the siege of la Tourgne had a respite. 

Thanks to the intervention of Gauvaiii, as w^e have just 
seen, a sort of twenty -four hours’ truce had been agreed 
o,poo, 

LTmS-nus had indeed" been well jiosted, and in conse- 
quence of CimourdaiiTs requisition Gauvaiii now had 
iiiicler Ms command four thousand five hundred men, ^ as 
many National Guards as troops of the line, and, with 
tfiese he was surrounding Lantenac in la Toiirgue; and 
lie had been able to point twelve pieces of caniio.n at the 
fortress, a masked battery of six pieces on the edge of the 
forest toward the tower, and an open battery of six pieces 
on the plateau toward the bridge. He had been able to 
spring the mine and make a breach at the foot of the 
tower. 

So, at the expiration of the twenty-four hours’ truce, 
the struggle was going to begin under the following con« 
ditions, — 

There were four thousand five hundred men on th® 
plateau and in the forest. 

In the tower, nineteen. 

The names of these nineteen besieged men may be 
found by history among the lists of outlaws. Possibly, 
we shall come across them. 

Cimoiirdain would have liked to have Gauvain made 
adjutant-general to command these four thousand five 
hundred men, who made almost an army. But Gauvain 
had refused, saying, When Lantenac has been taken we 
will see. I have not yet done anything to deserve it.” 

Great commands with humble rank were, moreover, 
customary among the Republicans. Later on, Bonaparte 
was both colonel of artillery and generai-in-chief of the 
army of Italy, 

The Tour-Gauvain had a strange fate ; it was attacked 
by a Gauvain, and it was a Gauvain who defended it. 
This caused some restraint in the attack, but not in the 
defence, for Monsieur de Lantenac was one of those men 
who have no regard for anything, and besides he had lived 
clilefly at Versailles, and had no superstitious feeling for 
la Tourgne, which he was, hardly acquainted' with. He 
liad takea refuge because it was the only place, and that 
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was all; but lie liad no scruple about destroying 
Gauvaiii was more respectful. 

The weak point of the fortress was the bridge ; but the 
library on the bridge contained the family archives ; if the 
attack were made there, the burning of the bridge was 
inevitable ; it seemed to Gauvain that burning the archives 
was attacking his ancestors. La Tourgue was the family 
mansion of the Gauvains; all their fiefs of Brittany 
centred about this tower, just as all the fiefs of France 
centred about the tower of the Louvre ; the family relics 
of the Gauvains were there ; he himself had been born 
there ; the tortuous fatalities of life had brought him as 
a man to attack these w^alls which had protected him as 
a chllcL Should he be so irreverent toward this dwelling 
as to reduce it to ashes ? Perhaps Gauvain’s own cradle 
was in some corner of the granary over the library. 
Some reflections become emotions. Gauvain felt moved 
before the ancient family mansion. That is why he 
spared the bridge. He had limited himself to rendering 
all egress and escape impossible by this way, and out of 
respect guarded the bridge with a battery, and had chosen 
the opposite side for attack. Hence the inine and the sap 
at the foot of the tower. 

Cimourdain had allowed him to do this ; he reproached 
himself for it, because his severity frowned on all this 
Gothic rubbish, and he did not wish to be any more in- 
dulgent toward buildings than toward men. To care 
for a castle was a beginningof clemency. Now, clemency 
w^as Gaiwain’s weak side. Cimourdain, we know, watched 
him with his gloomy eyes and arrested this inclination. 
However, he himself, and he admitted it with anger, did 
not look on la Tourgue again without a secret thrill; he 
felt moved by that studious hall where the first books 
were which he had taught Gauvain to read; he had been 
priest of the neighboring village, Parigri^ ; he, Cimourdain, 
had lived in the top of the castle on the bridge; in the 
library was where he used to hold the little Gauvain on 
his knees while he learned the alphabet; between these 
four old walls he had seen his dearly beloved pupil, the 
son of Ms soul, grow as a man and increase as a mind. 
This library, this mstle, these walls, full of his blessings 
on the child, should he overtlirov^ them and bum thei^x f 
He pitied thein. Not without remors!&» 
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He had let Gaiivain begin the siege on the opposite side. 
La Tourgne had its savage side, the tower, and its civH- 
ized side, the library. Cimourdain had allowed Gauvain 
to make a breach only on the savage side. 

Moreover, this old dwelling, attacked by a Gauvain, de- 
fended by a Gauvain, was returning, in the midst of the 
French Revolution, to its feudal customs. Wars between 
relatives make up the entire history of the Middle Ages; 
the Eteocles and Polynices are Gothic as well as Greek, 
and Hamlet does at Elsinore what Orestes did in Argos. 


CHAPTER XIL 


A SCHEME FOR ESCAPE. 

The whole night was spent on both sides in making 
preparations. 

As soon as the omnious conference just heard, was 
ended, Gauvain’s first care was to call his lieutenant. 

Guechamp, whom it is necessary to know somewhat, 
was a man of secondary abilities, honest, fearless, ordinary, 
a better soldier than leader, strictly intelligent to the 
point where it was his duty to understand no further, 
never compassionate, inaccessible to corruption of any 
sort, to venality which corrupts conscience, as well as to 
pity which corrupts justice. Over his soul and his heart 
he had these two shades, discipline and order, as a horse 
has blinders over his two eyes, and he walked straight 
before him in the space which they left free to him. His 
gait was unswerving, but his path was narrow. 

Moreover, he was a man to be depended upon ; stern in 
command, unflinching, in obedience. 

Gauvain immediately addressed Guechamp, — ' 

^ "‘Guechamp, a' ladder,’" ■ 

""Commandant, we have none.” 

' ;"‘We must have one.” 

■ ' "‘For climbing?” 

'^“No,, 'for , '.rescue.” • ■ 

; Guechamp reflected and, replied,— 
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« I imderstand. But for what you want, it must hd 
very high.” 

« At least three stories.” 

« YeSj commander, that is very nearly the height ” 

And it must exceed this to be sure of success.” 

“ Certainly.” 

“ How does it happen that you are without a lad-* 
der?” 

Commander, you did not consider the matter of besieg- 
ing la Tourge from the plateau ; you were satisfied to 
blockade it from this side ; you wanted to attack it, not 
by the bridge, but by the tower. We have paid no atten- 
tion to anything but the mine and gave up the escalade. 
That is wily we have no ladders.” 

Have one made immediately.” 

A ladder three stories high cannot be improvised*” 

Fasten together several short ladders.” 

It is necessary to have short ones.” 

Find them.” 

64 They are not to be found. The peasants destroy the 
ladders everywhere, just as they break up the wagons 
and cut away the bridges.” 

It is true ; they want to paralyze the Republic.” 

They want to make it impossible for us either to trans- 
port baggage, pass a river, or scale a wall.” 

I must have a ladder, nevertheless.” 

“ Now I think about it, commander, there is a large 
carpenter’s shop at Javene, near Foug^res. They may 
have one there.” 

There is not a moment to lose.” 

When do you wish to have the ladder ?” 

To-morrow at this time at the very latest.” 

I will send an express to Javene post haste. He will 
carry the order of requisition. ' There is cavalry stationed 
at Javene, which will furnish the escort. The ladder 
could be here to-morrow, before sunset.” 

That is good, that will do,” said Gauvain. Be quick 
about it. Go.” 

Ten minutes later, Guechamp returned and said to Gau- 
vain, — ■■ ' 

Commander, the express has left for Javen6.” 

Gauvain went up on the plateau, and remained a long 
time looking steadily at the bridge castle^ which was Just 
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across the ravine. The gable^ of the ch^telet, with no 
opening except the low entrance closed by raising the draw- 
hildge, faced the escarpment of the ravine. To reach the 
foot of the piers of the bridge from the plateau, it was neces- 
sary to descend along this steep cliff, whicli was not impos- 
sible through the unclerbrush. But, once in the ditch, the 
assailants rvould be exposed to all the projectiles that could 
be rained down from the three stories. Gaiivain cam© 
to the conclusion that, in view of the present state of the 
siege, the real assault must be by the breach in the tower. 
He took every precaution to prevent the possibility of 
escape ; he completed the close investment of la Tourgoe ; 
lie drew the ranks of his battalions close together in such 
a way that nothing could pass through them. Gauvain 
and Cimourdainclivided the investment of the fortress; 
Gauvain kept the side toward the forest, and gave 
the side next the plateau to Cimourdain. It was agreed 
that while Gauvain, aided by Giiechamp, was carrying on 
theassault by sapping, Cimourdain, with all the linstocks of 
the battery ready for use, should guard the bridge and the 
favine* 
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WULT THE MAEQUIS DOES. 

WaiDE every thing without was making ready for the 
attack, everything within was making ready for resistance. 

There is a real analogy in calling a tower a “ douve 
and a tower is sometimes pierced by a mine as a cask is by 
an auger, A bunghole, as’ it were, is bored through the 
wall. This is what happened at la Tonrgue. 

The powerful blast made by two or three hundredweight 
of powder had made a breach right through the enormous 
wail. This breach started at the foot of the tower, went 
through the thickest part of the wall, and ended in a rude 
arch in the ground floor of the fortress^ In order to make 
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this breach practicable for the assault, the besiegers hai^ 
enlarged it outside and shaped it with cannon shots. 

The ground floor into which this breach opened was a 
large round hall, quite bare, with a central column holding 
up the keystone of the arch. This hall, the largest in the 
keep, was no less than foi'ty feet in diameter. Each story 
ill the tower formed a similar room, but smaller, with 
little cells in the embrasures of the loopholes. The hall 
on the ground floor had no loopholes, no air holes, no 
windows ; about as much daylight and fresh air as a tomb. 

The door to the oubliettes, made of iron rather than 
wood, was in the hall of the ground floor. Another door 
in this hall opened on a staircase leading to the upper 
rooms. All the staircases were built in the thickness of 
the wall. 

The besiegers had an opportunity to reach this low hall 
through the breach which they had made. This hall taken, 
it remained for them to take the tower. 

No one had ever been able to breathe in this low hall. 
No one had ever spent twenty-four hours there without 
being asphyxiated. Now, owing to the breach, it was 
possible to live there. 

This is why the beleaguered did not close the breach. 

Moreover, what would be the advantage ? The cannon 
would open it again. 

They fixed an iron cresset into the wall, placed a toi-toh 
in it, and this lighted the ground floor. 

Now, how could they defend themselves there ? 

To wall up the breach was easy, but of no use. A reti- 
rade would be more desirable. A retirade is an intrench- 
meut at right angles, a sort of chevronned barricade, 
which admits of converging the musketry on the assailants, 
and, while leaving the breach open outside, obstructs it 
on the inside. The materials were not lacking; they con- 
structed a retirade, with embrasures through which to 
pass the barrels of the guns. The angle of the retirade 
rested on the central column ; the two" sides touched the 
wall. Having got this ready, they put fougades in suit- 
able places. 

The marquis directed everything. Iiispirer, disposer, 
guide, and master, — appalling soul. 

Lanteiiac belonged to that race of warriors of the 
eighteenth century who, when eighty years old, saved 
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eities. He resembled the Count d’Alberg who,' when he 
was nearly a centenarian, drove the King of Poland from 
Biga. 

“Courage, friends!’’ said the marquis; ‘^^in the begin* 
ning of this century, in 1713, at Bender, Charles XIL, 
shut up ill a house, with three hundred Swedes, resisted 
twenty thousand Turks.” 

They barricaded the two lower stories, they fortified the 
rooms, they embattled the alcoves, they strengthened the 
doors with joists driven down with mallets, forming a sort 
of flying buttresses ; but the spiral staircase which com- 
municated with each story they had to leave open, as it 
was necessary to have free passage through it ; to cut this 
off from the besieger was to cut it oft' from the besieged. 
The defence of strongholds always has some such weak 
side. 

The marquis, indefatigable, as robust as a young man, 
lifted beams, carried stones, set an example, worked, com- 
manded, helped, fraternized, laughed with this savage 
clan, but still he was always the seigneur, haughty, easy, 
elegant, cruel. 

He allowed no one to reply to Mm. 

He said : “If one half of you were to revolt, I would 
have that half shot by the other, and I would defend the 
place with the rest” Such things make a chief adored. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

WHAT l’iMANUS nOES. 

While the marquis was engaged with the breach and 
the tower, Flm&ius was engaged with the bridge. At 
the beginning of the siege, the ladder of escape, which 
hung horizontally outside and underneath the windows 
of the second story, had been taken away by order of tlie 
marquis, and put by ITmanus in the hall of the library. 
Perhaps it was this ladder which Gauvain wished to re- 
place. Tlie windows of the entresol of the first storj^ 
called “hall of the guards,” were protected by a triple 
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row of iron bars fastened in the stonework, and it was 
impossible to get in or out through them» 

There were no bars at the library windows, but they 
were Yery high. 

L’lniiliius had three -men, wiio, like himself, were full 
of resolution, and capable of anything. These men were 
Hoisnard, called Branche-d’Or, and the two brothers 
Pique-en-Bois. LTm anus took a dark lantern, opened 
tlio iron door, and carefully inspected the three stories 
of the bridge cbatelet. Hoisnard Braiiche-d’Or was as 
implacable as ITmanus, having had a brother killed by 
the Republicans. 

L’lm^niis examined the upper story, overflowing with 
hay and straw, and the lower story into which he had 
brought some firepots in addition to the hogsheads of 
tar ; he had the pile of heather fagots placed close to the 
hogsheads of tar, and he made sure that the sulphur 
nuRch, one end of which was in the bridge and the other 
in tlie tow’er, was in a good condition. lie poured out on 
the floor under the hogsheads and over the fagots a pool 
of tar, in which he placed the end of the sulphur slow- 
match ; then in the hall of the library, between the ground 
floor where the tar was and the granary where the straw 
was, he had placed the three cribs in which wem Rene- 
Jean, Gros-AIain, and Georgette, sound asleep. They 
carried the cribs very gently, in order not to waken the 
little ones. 

They were very simple little couiitrjr cribs, a sort of 
very low osier baskets, that stand on the floor, allowing 
the child to get out alone and without assistance. Near 
each crib, ITm^us had placed a porringer of soup with a 
wooden spoon. The ladder for escape, unfastened from 
its hooks, had been laid on the floor against the wall ; 
i’lm^nus had the three cribs arranged, end to end, along 
the other wall, opposite the ladder. Then, thinking that 
a draught of air might be useful, he opened wide all six 
of the library windows. It was a summer night, hot and 
sultry. 

He sent the brothers Pique-en-Bois to open the win- 
dows in the upper and lower stories; he noticed on the 
eastern fa9ade of the building, a large, old, dried-up ivy, 
the color of tinder, covering one entire side of the bridge 
from top to bottom, and framing the windows of the three 
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stories* lie tliouglit that this ivy would do no harm* 
L’lm^us took a last look around; after this the four 
men went out of the chdtelet and w^ent back to the keep* 
L^Im^iius fastened the heavy iron door with a double 
lock, carefully examined the enormous, formidable fasten=- 
ing, and, with a nod of satisfaction, looked at the sulphur 
slow-match, wiiich passed through the hole he had made, 
and wa%s lieiiceforth the only communication bet\veeii the 
tower and the bridge* 

This match started from the round i^oora, passed under 
the iron door, entered under the coving, went down the 
staircase leading to the ground flooi' of the bridge, mean- 
dered over the winding stairs, crept along the floor of the 
corridor in the entresol, and ended in the pool of tar over 
the pile of dry fagots L’lmaiius calculated that it would 
take about a quarter of an hour for this match to set fire 
to the pool of tar in tlie library, after it bad been lighted 
in the interior of the tower. Having made all tliese ar- 
rangements, and, finished all this inspection, he carried the 
key of the iron dooi* l)ack to the Marquis de Lantenac, 
who put it in his pocket. 

It was important to watch ail the besieger’s movements. 
L’lmaniis, with his herdsman’s born in bis belt, stationed 
himself like a vidette in the watch tower of the platform, 
on the top of the tower. While waitching with an eye on 
the forest, and an eye on the plateau, he had beside him 
in the embrasure of the watch-tower wdndow, a poAvder 
flask, a linen bag filled with musket- bails, and some old 
newspapers, wdiicb lie tore up to make into cartridges. 

When the sun appeared, its rays illumined, in the 
forest, eight battalions, their swords by their sides, car- 
tridge boxes on their backs, bayonets in their guns, ready 
for the assault; on the plateau a battery of cannons, witli 
ammunition wagons, cartridges and boxes of grapesiiot ; 
ill the fortress, nineteen men loading blunderbusses, 
muskets, and pistols, and in the three cribs, three sleep* 
|ng children* 
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BOOK THIRD. 

THE MASSACRE OF SAINT-BARTHOLOMEW 


CHAPTER L 

The children awoke. 

The little girl first. 

The wakening of children is like the opening of flowers i 
it seems as if a perfume came from their fresh souls. 

Georgette, the one twenty months old, the youngest of 
the three, who w^as still nursing in May, raised her little 
head, sat up, looked at her feet, and began to prattle. 

A ray of morning light fell on her cril) ; it would have 
been hard to tell which w^as the rosier, Georgette’s foot Or 
the dawn. 

The other two were still asleep ; men are more dull ; 
Georgette, happy and serene, went on prattling. 

Rene-Jean was dark, Gros- Alain was sandy. Georgette 
was fair. These shades of hair, in harmony with the age 
during childhood, may change later on, Rene-Jean looked 
like a little Hercules ; he was sleeping on his stomach, 
with his two fists doubled up over bis eyes. Both of Gros- 
Alain’s legs ^vere hanging out of his little bed. 

All three were in rags ; the clothes that the battalion of 
Bonnet-Rouge bad given them were in tatters; tliey 
hadn’t even a shirt on them; the two boys were almost 
naked, Georgette was dressed in a rag which had once 
been a skirt and was now nothing but a bodice. Who 
took care of these children ? It was impossible to tell. 
No mother. These savage peasants, fighting, and drag- 
ging them along with them from forest to forest, gave them 
their share of soup. That was all. The little ones got 
on as they could. They had everybody for master, and 
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BO one for a father. But children’s tatters are Ml of 
light. They were charming. 

Georgette went on prattling. ' ■ ' 

What a bird sings, a child' prattles. It is the same 
hymn. An indistinct hymn, lisped, profound. The child, 
more than the bird, has the mysterious destiny of man 
before it. Hence, the melancholy feeling of those who 
listen, mingled with the joy of the little one who sings. 
Thesiiblimest song to be heard on the earth is the lisping 
of the human soul on the lips of children. This confused 
whispering of a thought, which is as yet only an instinct, 
contains a strange, unconscious appeal to eternal justice; 
perhaps it is a protestation on 'the ■threshold, before, .enter- 
ing ; a humble but poignant protestation ; this ignorance 
smiling at the Infinite compromises all creation in,, the 
fate which is to be given to the. feeble, helpless being. 
Misfortune, if it comes, will be an abuse of confidence. , : 

The murmur of a child is more and less than' speech ; 
there are no notes, and yet it is ^ a song; there are no 
syllables, and yet, it is a ,language:;.. this murmur ; had its 
beginning in heaven, and will not have its end on earth .; it 
is before birth, and it will ,coiiti.nue hereafter. This bah- 
bling is ,c()mposed of what 'the 'child.-said when he was an, 
angel, '.a.nd of ivhat he will say when he' becomes a man ; the 
cradle„has a Yesterday, , as -much as the tomb has a,,To- 
morrow this, to-morrow and this yesterday blend their 
double mystery 111 this unintelligible warbling ; and noth- 
ing proves God, eternity, the 'responsibility, the duality, 
of fate, like this aw.e-inspiring shadow on these.a'‘osy souls. 
'. What Georgette ivas prattling about did not, make h.er 
iBad, for her whole lovely face beamed ,with a smile. Her^ 
mouth smiled, her eyes smiled, -the dimples in her, ..cheeks 
smiled. This smile revealed a mysterious acceptation of 
the morning.' The soul has faith in light. The sky was 
blue, the weather was wairm, it was beautiful. The frail 
creature, without knowing anything, with out, understand- 
ing anything, softly bathed in reverie where ■ no thought 
is, felt 'secure in this nature, in these honest trees, in this 
sincere verdure, in this pure,, 'peaceful country, in these 
sounds from nests, from brooks, flies, leaves, above which 
the vast innocence , of the sun -.shone resplendent. 

After Georgette,. Rene- Jean,.' the oldest, the largest, the 
one who was four years old^ awoke. He rose toliis feet^ 
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gaye a manly Jump over the side of Ms basket, looked ui 
his porringer, thought it quite natural, sat down on the 
floor and began to eat his soup. 

Georgette’s prattling had not waken Gros- Alain, but 
at the sound of the spoon in the porringer, he turned over 
with a start, and opened his eyes. Gros- Alain was the one 
three years old. He saw his porringer, it was within 
reach, he took it and without getting" out of bed placed 
the porringer on his knees, took the spoon in his hand, 
and like Rene- Jean began to eat. 

Georgette did not hear them, and the undulations of her 
voice seemed to modulate the rocking of a dream. Her 
large open eyes were looking up and were divine ; whether 
the ceiling or the heavens be above a child’s head, it is 
always the sky which is reflected in its eyes. 

When Rene- Jean had finished, he scraped the bottom 
of the porringer with his spoon, sighed, and with 
dignity,— 

“ I have eaten my soup.” 

This woke Georgette from her reverie. 

“ Poupoiipe,” said she. 

And seeing that Ren^-Jean had eaten his, and that 
Gros- Alain "was eating, she took the porringer of soup 
beside her, and began also to eat, carrying her spoon mucl 
ofteiier to her ear than to her mouth. 

From time to time, she renounced civilization and ate 
with her fingers. 

Gros- Alain after having scraped the bottom of the 
porringer as his brother had done, went to join him and 
behind him. 
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CHAFTEE IL 

SiTBDENXYj there was heard from ■without and below, 
Bn the side of the forest, the blast of a trumpet, a sort of 
flourish, haughty and stern. To this' trumpet blast, the 
sound of a horn replied from the top of the tower. 

This time it was the trumpet which called, and the horn 
which gave answer. 

There was a second trumpet call, followed by a second 
sounding of the horn. 

Then trom the edge of the forest rose a distant but clear 
voice, wliich cried distinctly these words,- — 

Brigands I a summons! If at sunset, you have not 
surrendered at discretion, we attack you.” 

A voice roared out in reply from the platform of the 
tower, — 

“ Attack us, them” 

The voice below added,— 

A cannon will be fired, as a last warning, half an hour 
before the assault.” 

And the voice from above repeated, — 

Attack us.” 

These voices did not reach the children’s ears, but the 
trumpet and the horn sounded higher and farther, and 
Georgette at the first blast of the trumpet raised her head 
and s~top})ed eating ; at the sound of the horn, she put 
her spoon in her porringer; at the second trumpet blast, 
she lifted the little forefinger of her right hand, and let- 
ting it fall and raising it again alternately, marked the 
cadences of tlie flourish which prolonged the second blow- 
ing of the horn ; , when the horn and the trumpet wmre 
silent, si: .. feiiiained thoughtful, her finger in the air, and 
murmured half aloud, 

We think that she nieanfe music.” 

The two oldest, Ren^-Jeaii and Gros- Alain, had paid no 
attention to the horn and the trumpet ; they were absorbed 
by something else ? a woodlouse ' was crossing thelibrary , 


248 ^^^^^^ mNMTY-TEUm. 

Gros- Alain noticed it and exclaimed,— 

Tiiere^s a bng.’^ 

Reii6-Jeaii ran to look at it, 

Gros- Alain added^-— 

It stings.’* 

Don’t hurt it,” said Ren^-Jean, 

And both began to watch it moving along. 

In the meantime. Georgette finished her soup; she 
iooked at her brothers. Rene-Jeaii and 6ros-> Alain were 
in the embrasure of a window, bending intently over the 
woodlouse ; their foreheads touched, and their hair mingled ; 
they were holding their breath in wonder, and examining 
the insect which had stopped and did not move, little 
pleased with so much admiration. 

Georgette, seeing that her brothers were looking at 
something, wanted to know what it vms. It w^as not an 
easy matter for her to reach them, but she undertook it ; 
the journey bristled wntli difficulties ; there were things on 
the floor ; overthrown stools, piles of old papers, packing 
cases, iinnailed and empty, chests, heaps of all sorts of 
things, around which she had to make her way, a perfect 
archipelago of reefs ; Georgette ventured. 

She began by getting out of her basket, the first diffi- 
culty ; then she penetrated the reefs, meandered through 
the straits, pushed aside a stool, crawled between two 
trunks, went over a heap of papers, climbing up one side, 
rolling down the other, sweetly exposing her poor little 
bare body, and thus reached what a sailor would call the 
open sea, that is to say quite a wide space of unobstructed 
floor, where there were no more dangers ; then she started 
forward, crossed this space, whic!'. w^as the whole width 
of the hall, on all fours, wiib. the agility of a cat, and 
reached the wdndow ; here there was a formidable obsta- 
cle; the great ladder lying against the wall just reached 
to this window, and the end of it passed a little beyond 
the embrasure ; this made a sort of cape to double between 
Georgette and her brothers; she stopped to meditate; 
having finished her interior monologue, she made up her 
mind ; she resolutely grasped with her rosy fingers one of 
the rounds, which were vertical and not horizontal, as the 
ladder lay on one side; she tried to raise herself on her 
feet and fell back ; she tried again twice, and failed ; the 
third time she succeeded; then standing up straight, sup 
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porting herself with the rungs one after another, she he- 
gall to walk along the ladder ; when she reached the end, 
her support failed ; she tumbled over, but seizing in her 
little hands the end of one of the side pieces, which was 
enormous, she pulled herself up again, rounded the 
promontory^ looked at Ren6-Jean and Gros- Alain and 
iaughecL 


CHAPTER III. 

At this moment, Ren4-Jean, satisfied with his observa- 
tions concerning the woocUoiise, raised his head and 
mid,~ 

“ It is a female.” 

Georgette’s laugh made Rene-Jean laugh, and Ren4* 
Jean’s laugh made Gros- Alain laugh. 

Georgette sat down beside her brothers, and they 
formed a sort of little club together on the floor. 

But the woodlouse had disappeared. 

Georgette’s laugh had given him a chance to crawl into 
a hole in the floor. 

Other events followed that of the woodlouse. 

First some swallows flew by. 

Their nests were probably under the edge of the roof. 
Somewhat disturbed by the children they flew close to 
the window, describing wide circles in the air, and utter- 
ing their gentle spiingtime call. This made the three 
children raise their eyes, and the woodlouse was forgot- 
ten. 

Georgette pointed her finger towards the swallows, and 
exclaimed,— 

>‘Chickies!” 

' Reii4- Jean reprimanded her, — 

They are not chickens, they are birds?* 

Boords,” said Georgette. 

And ail three looked at the swallows. 

Then a bee flew in. 

Nothing is so like a soul as a bee. It goes from flower 
to flower as a soul from star to star, and it gathers honey 

a soul gathers 
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This oae made a great noise as lie came in fmzzing at the 
top of his voice, and he seemed to say : I have just seen 
the roses, and now I come to see the children. What .Is 
going 021 here ? ” 

A bee is a housewife, and it scolds while it sings. 

As long as the bee remained, the children never took 
their eyes from it. 

The bee explored the whole library, searched the 
eorners, darted about as though it were at home in its 
hive, and making music on the wing, roved from bookcase 
to bookcase, looking at the titles of the books through the 
glass- windows, as though it were a mind. 

His visit over, he went out. 

He has gone home,” said Rene- Jean, 

It is a monster,” said Gros- Alain. 

^ Ho,” replied Rene- Jean, ■“ It is a dy,^^ 

«« Fly,” said Georgette. 

Thereupon, Gros- Alain, who had Just found on the floor 
a string with a knot in one end of it, took the other end 
of it between his thumb and forefinger, made a sort of 
little mill with the cord, and watched it turn with deep 
interest. 

As for Georgette, having gotten down on all fours 
again, and taken up her capricious roving, she had dis- 
covered a venerable arm-chair covered with moth-eaten 
tapestry, from which the hair was escaping through 
numerous holes. She stopped by this chair. She made 
the holes larger and pulled out the hair as if her life 
depended upon it. 

Suddenly she raised her finger, which meant : “ Listen ! 

The two brothers turned their heads. 

An indistinct, distant noise was heard from without; ife 
was probably the attacking camp executing some strategic 
movement in the forest; horses neighed, drums beat, 
caissons rolled along, chains clanked, military signals 
called to each other and gave answer, confusion of savage 
sounds which as they mingled grew into a sort of har- 
mony ; the children listened, delighted. 

The good God is doing, that”, wid Ren^-Jean. 
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CHAPTER W. 

The noise ceased, 

Ren6-Jean remained thoughtful. 

How are ideas formed and , scattered in these little 
brains ? What is the mysterious commotion in their 
memories so dim and as yet so short ? In this sweet, 
pensive mind arose a mixture of the good God, prayer, 
folded hands, a strange tender smile that used to rest on 

them, and that they had no longer, and Ren6-Jean mur- 
mured, half aloud : “ Mamma,” 

‘‘ Mamma,” said Gros-Alain, 

« M’ma,” said Georgette, 

And then Ren6-Jean began to jump. 

Seeing him jump, Gross- Alain jumped too. 

Gros-Alain followed Reue-Jean’s example in all his 
movements and gestures ; Geoi’gette not so much. Three 
years copies four years; but twenty months keeps its 
independence. 

Georgette remained seated, saying a word now and 

then. Georgette did not put words together. 

She was a thinker ; she spoke in apothegms. She was 
monosyllabic. 

l^Ievertbeless, after a time, their example affected her, 
and she finally tried to do as her brothers were doing, 
and these three little pairs of bare feet began to dance, 
to run and totter in the dust on the old, polished oak floor, 
under the serious eyes of the marble busts, toward which 
Georgette occasionally cast an anxious glance, murmiir- 
ing,— 

« The mummums ! ” 

In Georgette’s language a mummum was anything 
which looked like a man without really being one. Be- 
ings seem like phantoms to young children. 

Georgette, swaying rather than walking, followed her' 
brothers, but generally she preferred to go on all fours. 

■ Suddenly, RenS-Jean, as he was approaching a win* 
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lioWj raised bis bead, then dropped it and ran to bide in 
tbe corner of tbe wall made by the window embrasure. 

He had Just seen some one looking at him. It was a 
soldier of the Blues from the eiicampmeiit on the plateau- 
who, taking advantage of the truce and perhaps infringe 
ing on it a little, had ventured to the edge of the ravine 
where he could look into the library. Seeing Rene-Jean 
Mde, Gros-Alain ran to hide; he took refuge b^eside Rene- 
Jean, and Georgette hid behind them. They stayed there 
in silence, perfectly still, and Georgette put her finger on 
her lips. After a few moments Rene Jean ventured to 
put out his head ; the soldier was still there. Ren6-Jean 
drew his head back quickly; and the three little ones 
did not dare to breathe. This lasted for some time. At 
last Georgette grew tired of being afraid, and was bold 
enough to look out. The soldier had gone. They began 
to run and play again. 

Gros- Alain, besides imitating and admiring Rene-Jean, 
had a specialty, — that of making discoveries. Ills brother 
and sister saw Mm suddenly wdiirl wildly around, drag- 
ging after him a little wagon with four wMeels, which he 
had brought to light from some corner. 

This doll’s carriage had been in the dust for years, for- 
gotten, — a good neighbor to the books of geniuses and the 
busts of wise men. It was perhaps one of the toys which 
Gauvain had played with when he was a child. 

Gros- Alain had made a whip with the string, and was 
snapping it; it was very fine. Such are discoverers. 
When they do not discover America, they discover little 
carts. It is always thus. 

But it must be shared. Rene-Jean wanted to draw the 
wagon, and Geoi'gette wanted to get into it. 

She tried to sit down in it. Rene-Jean was the horse. 
Gros-Alain was the driver. 

But the didver did not understand his business, the 
horse had to teach him. 

Rene-Jean cried to Gros-Alain,-— 

Say, *Go along,’ ” 

Go ’long ! ” repeated Gros-Alain. 

The wagon upset. Georgette tumbled out. Angels can. 
scream. Georgette screamed. 

Then she felt half inclined to cry. 

Young lady,” said Ren5-Jean, “yon are too Mg.” 
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I Mg,^^ said Georgette. 

Aiid her size consoled her for her fall. 

The cornice of entablature under the windows was very 
wide, the dust of the fields blown from the heather on 
the plateau had collected in heaps there ; the rains had 
made earth of this dust ; the wind had brought seeds to 
It, so that a briar had taken advantage of this bit of earth 
to take root there. This briar was the perennial variety 
called fox mulberry. It was August, the mulberry bush 
was covered with berries, and a branch of the briar came 
in through the window. This branch hung down almost 
to the floor. 

Gros- Alain, after discovering the string, and discovering 
the wagon was the one to discover this briar. He went 
toward it. 

He picked a berry and ate it. 

“ I’m hungry,” said Rene-Jean. 

And Georgette, galloping along on her knees and hands, 
came following after. 

The three plundered the branch and ate all the berries. 
They were daubed and stained, and all red with the 
crimson juice of the berries ; the three little seraphs were 
changed to three little fauns, which w^ould have shocked 
Dante and charmed Virgil. They laughed aloud. 

Occasionally, the briar pricked their fingers. ISIo pleas- 
ure without pain. 

Georgette held out her finger, from which oozed a little 
drop of blood, to Rene-Jean and said pointing to the briar, 

Pricks.” 

Gros- Alain, who had been scratched too, looked scorn® 
fully at the briar and said,— 

« It is a beast,” 

“ No,” replied Ren6- Jean, it is a stick ” 

A naughty stick,” added Gros- Alain. 

Georgette, again felt like crying, but she began to 
laugh. 
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CHAPTER Ve 

I] 5 r the meantime, Rene- Jean, possibly jealous of Ms 
younger brother, Gros- Alain’s discoveries, had conceived 
a great plan. For some time, while he was picking the 
berries and pricking his fingers, his eyes had been fre- 
quently turning toward the reading-desk mounted on a 
pivot and standing by itself like a moniinienr in the 
middle of the library. On this desk was displayed the 
famous volume of Saint Bartholomew.” 

It was really a magnificent and notable folio. This 
“ Saint Bartholomew” had been published in Cologne by 
the famous publisher of the Bible in 1682, Blceuw, in 
Latin, Coesius. It had been printed on movable wooden 
types, held in position with a band made of ox- sinew. 

It was printed, not on Holland paper, but on that 
beautiful Arabian paper so much admired by Edrisi, made 
of silk and cotton, and always retaining its whiteness. 

The binding was of gilded leather, and the clasps of 
silver ; the fly leaves were of that parchment which the 
parchment-makers of Paris swore they would buy in the 
Halle Saint Mathurin and “ nowhere else.” 

This volume was full of woodcuts and copper engrav- 
ings, and geographical maps of many countries ; it was 
prefaced with a protestation of printers, paper-makers 
and booksellers against the edict of 1685, placing a tax 
on “leather, beer, cloven-footed animals, sea-fish, and 
paper,” and on the reverse page of the frontispiece, there 
was a dedication addressed to the Gryphes, who are to 
Lyons what the Elzevirs are to Amsterdam. 

All this resulted in a famous volume, almost as rare as 
the Apostol at Moscow. 

It was ^ a beautiful book ; that was why Ren4-Jeaa 
looked at it ; perhaps too intently. The volume was open 
just where there was a large engraving representing 
Saint Bartholomew carrying his skin over his arm. This 
engraving could be seen from below. When all the 
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'terries had been eaten, Ren6-Jean looked at it with a 
terrible longing, and Georgette, whose eyes followed her 
brother’s, noticed the engraving and said, Pickshur.” 

This word seemed to determine Rene- Jean. Then, to 
the great amazement of Gros- Alain, he did an extraor- 
dinary thing. 

A great oak chair stood in a corner of the library; 
Ren^-J'eaii walked -to this chair, seized it and dragged it 
all by himself to the desk. Then, when the chair touched 
the desk, he got up on it and placed his two hands on the 
book. 

Having reached this height, he felt feat it was neees- 
sary to be, generous; he took the “pickshur” by the 
upper corner and carefully tore it out ; Saint Bartholo- 
mew’s picture tore crosswise, but that was not Rene- 
Jean’s fault ; he left all the left side, with one eye and a 
little of the old apocryphal evangelist’s halo, in the book, 
and offered the other half of the saint, and all his skin, to 
Georgette. Georgette took the saint and said, — 

“ Mummum.” 

“Give me one! ” cried Gros-Alain. 

The first torn page is like the first drop of blood shed- 
It decides slaughtei\ 

Rene- Jean turned the leaf; after the saint came the 
commentator Pan tonus; Rene- Jean bestowed Pantcenus 
on Gros-Alain. 

In the meantime, Georgette tore her large piece into 
two small ones, then the two small ones into four ; so 
that history might say, that after having been fiayed in 
. Arineiiia, Saint-Bartholomew was quartered in Brittany, 
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fimshed the quartering, Georgette held out her 

f commentator came stern por- 

Rpn* earliest was Gavantus- 

S?s^hand Placed him in Georl 

_ All Saint Bartholomew’s glossarists followed. Givino- 
IS a privilege. Rene-Jean kept nothing for himself 
Gros-Alain and Georgette were gazing at\im ; this was 
enough; he was satisfied with the admiration of his pub! 

■r, iiiexhaustible and magnanimous, offered 

H Gros-Alain, and Father Stilting to 

Geoigette; he offered Alphonse Tostat to Gros-Alain. and 
Conielms a Lamde to Georgette ; Gros-Alain had Henry 
Hammond, and Georgette had Hoberti, besides a view 3 
the town of Douai, where he was born in 1619. Gros- 
^am received the protestation of the paper-makers and 
Georgette had the dedication to the Giwphes SSowed 

mDuteU these. He gave Ethiopia to Gros-Alain and 

«hre“oS'’S St ssrs 

Jean frown, brace his legs, contract his hands, and push 
the massive folio volume off the desk. A maiestic old 
book losing countenance is a tragic sight. The heavy 
iiung for a moment from the desk 
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Lik© all glorious deedsj it made a great , noise and a 
doiid of dust. 

Having thrown down the hook, Rene-Jeaii dismounted 
from the chair. 

There was a moment of silence and awe; victory has 
its terrors. The children took hold of each other’s hands, 
and drew away, to contemplate the great dilapidated voh 

ume. 

But after some consideration, Gros- Alain started to* 
wards the book with determination and gave it a kick. 

This was enough. There is such a thing as an appe- 
tite for destruction. Rene-Jean gave it a kick, Georgette 
gave it a kick, which made her tumble down, but in a 
sitting posture; she took advantage of this to throw her- 
self on Saint Bartholomew ; the spell was broken ; Ren4* 
Jean rushed on it, Gros- Alain made a dash for it ; Joyous, 
wdld, triumphant, pitiless, tearing the engravings, slash- 
ing the leaves, pulling out the bookmarks, scratching the 
binding, ripping off the gilt leather, pulling out the naiic 
from the silver corners, leaking the parchment, marring 
the noble text, working with feet, hands, nails, and teeth, 
rosy, laughing, cruel, these three angels of destruction 
swooped down on the defenceless evangelist. 

They annihilated Armenia, Judea, Beiievento, where 
there are relics of the saint; IsTathaniel, who is possibly 
the same as Bartholomew ; Pope Gelasins, who declared 
the Bartholomew-Hathaniel gospel to be apocryphal, all 
the heads, all the maps, and the inexorable destruction of 
the old book absorbed them to such a degree that a mouse 
passed by without their noticing it. 

It ivas an extermination. 

To pull to pieces history, legend, science, miracles, true 
or false, church Latin, superstitions, fanaticisms, myste- 
ries, to tear up a wdiole religion from top to bottom, is 
a work for three giants, as well as three children; the 
hours passed quickly over this labor, but they came ttf an 
end ; nothing was left of Saint Bartholomew® 

When this was at an end, w^hen the lasu page was torn 
out, when the last engraving was destroyed, when noth- 
ing was left of the book but fragments of the text and 
pictures, in a skeleton of a binding, Rene-Jean jumped 
to Ms feet, looked at the floor strewn with all these scat- 
tered leaves, and clapped his hands. 
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Gros^AMn clapped Ms hands. 

Georgette took one of the leaves from the floor, got np, 
leaned against the window, which came just to her chin, 
and began to tear the large page into little pieces, and 
threw thorn out. 

Seeing this, Rene- Jean and Gros- Alain began to do the 
same. They picked np the leaves and tore them in pieces, 
picked up and tore them again and again, throwing the 
pieces out of the window as Georgette had done ; and 
page hy page, reduced to scraps by these destructive little 
fingers, almost the entire ancient book blew away in the 
wind. Georgette looked thoughtfully after these swarms 
of bits of white paper, scattered by all the breezes of the 
air and said, — 

^ Butterf'ies ” 

And the massacre ended with a vanishing into thir 

air* 
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Such was the second putting to death of Saint Bartholo- 
mew, who had already been martyred in the year 49 of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Meanwhile, evening was approaching, the heat was in- 
creasing, the air was full of drowsiness, Georgette’s eyes 
grew heavy, Reiie-Jean went to his crib, drew out the bag 
of straw which took the place of a mattress, dragged it to 
the window, stretched himself out on it, and said: «^Let 
us go to bed.” 

Gros- Alain put his head on Rene-Jean, Georgette put 
her head on Gros- Alain, and the three malefactors went 
to sleep. 

itot breezes came in through the open windows ; the 
perfume of wild flowers, blown from the ravines and hills, 
floated ill, mingled with the evening zephyrs ; space was 
calm and merciful ; everything beamed, everything was 
at peace, everything loved everything else ; the sun ca- 
ressed creatioii^with light ; everywhere was felt that har- 
mony which arises from the colossal sweetness of things | 
there was something of maternity in the Infinite ; mm 
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feion is a miracle in full 'bloom j its immensity is perfected^ 
by its goodness ; it seemed as if some invisible power 
coiiid be felt taking those mysterions precantions which- 
In the terrible conflict of life, protect the weak against 
the strong ; at the same time it was beautiful, the splendor 
breathed forth mansiietude. 

The landscape, full of an ineflable drowsiness, had that 
niagnificeiit wavy appearance which the alternations of 
light and shade give to prairies and rivers ; the smoke 
rose toward the clouds, as a dream toward a vision ; flocks 
of birds whirled above la Tonrgue ; swallows looked in at 
the windows, and seemed to have come to see if the 
children were sleeping well. 

They were gracefully grouped, one on the other, still, 
half-naked, in loving attitudes ; they were adorable and 
pure, all three together were not nine years old, they had 
dreams of Paradise, which were reflected on their mouths 
in vague smiles ; God, perhaps, was speaking in their ears *, 
they were those whom every human tongue calls weak 
and blessed, they were innocents worthy of reverence ; 
everything kept silence, as though the breath from their 
sweet breasts was of consequence to the universe, and was 
listened to by all creation ; the leaves did not rustle, the 
grass did not quiver. It seemed as if the wide starry 
world held its breath, that it might not disturb these three 
humble, angelic sleepers, and nothing was so sublime as 
the immense respect of nature toward these little crea- 
tures. 

The sun was going down, and almost touched the horizon. 
Suddenly, in the midst of this profound peace, there shot 
forth a bright light, coming from the forest, then a furious 
noise. A cannon had just been fired. The echoes seized 
this noise and turned it into an uproarious din. The 
rumbling, prolonged from hill to hill, was monstrous. It 
awoke Georgette. 

She raised her head a fittle, lifted her little finger, 
listened, and said, — 

The sound died away, and silence returned. Georgette 
■laid her heM down on Gros-AMn, and went to sleep 
again. 
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BOOK FOTJUm 

THE MOTHER 


CHAPTER 

B.IS4TH PASSES BY* 

This same evening, the mother, whom we have sees 
making her way almost by chance, had been walking ail 
day long. Moreover, it was the story of all her days, to 
go straight on and never stop. For her sleep of exhaus* 
tion in the first corner that she came to was no more rest 
than what she ate here and there, as birds go picking 
about, was food. She ate and slept just enough to keep 
her from falling down dead. 

She bad spent the night before in a deserted house ; 
civil war causes such ruins. She had found, in a neglected 
field, four walls, an open door, a little straw under a por- 
tion of the roof, and she slept on this straw and under 
this roof, feeling the rats run over the straw, and seeing 
the stars shine through the roof. She had slept some 
hours, then she awoke in the middle of the night and 
started on her Journey again, in order to travel as far as 
possible before the full heat of the day. For those travel- 
ling on foot in summer, midnight is more agreeable than 
midday. ; 

She followed to the best of her ability the genera! route 
indicated to her by the peasant at Vautortes ; she went 
as nearly as possible toward the west. Any one near her 
would have heard her say repeatedly, in a low voice, 
Tourgue.” Besides the names of her three childrens' she 
knew nothing but this word. 

As she walked along, she was deep in meditation. She' 
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j “iioiiglit of all the adveBtiires which she had been through ; 

! she thought of all she had suffered, of all she had re- 

ceived.; of the encounters, the indignities, the conditions 
made, the bargains proposed and undergone, sometimes 
for a shelter, sometimes for a piece of bread, sometimes 
I merely to get some one to show her the way. A wretched 

i woman is more unfortunate than a wretched man, because 

j she is an instrument of pleasure. Frightful wandering 

; on fool But nothing made any difference to her so long 

I as she found her children. 

I Her first encounter to-day had been a village on the 

way; it was scarcely daybreak, everything was still 
I bathed in the gloom of night, still some doors were already 

i ajar in the principal street of the village, and some curi- 

I ous heads were looking out of the windows. The inhab- 

j itants seemed as agitated as a hive which has been dis« 

I turbed. This was on account of a' sound of wheels and. 

[ chains which had been iieard. 

f 111 the square in front of the church, an astounded 

I group, with iiptiirned faces, was looking at something 

i coming down the road toward the village from the top of 

I . a MIL 

! It was a wagon with four wheels, drawn by five horses 

f harnessed with chains. On the wagon could be made out 

I a heap which looked like a pile of long joists, in the mid- 

i die of which was something strange and shapeless; it 

I was covered over with an awning, which had the appear* 

i ance of a shroud. 

I Ten men on horseback rode in front of the wagon, and 

ten others, behind. These men wore three-cornered hats, 
, and rising above their shoulders could be seen points, 

t which were apparently bare swords. All this procession, 

i advancing slowdy, stood out in clearly defined black 

‘ against the horizon. The wagon looked black, the horses 

• looked black, the cavaliers looked black. The pale morn- 

I ing light gleamed behind them. 

; It entered the village and went towards the square. 

It began to grow light as the wagon came down the 
Mil, and the procession could be seen distinctly ; it seemed 
like a march of ghosts, for not a word escaped the men. 

The riders were military men. They had, indeed^ 
; drawn swords. The awning was black. 

The wretched, wandering’ mother entered the village. 
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and drew near the gathering of peasants Just m ttie team 
and the mounted men were coming into the square, la 
the group of spectators^ Toices whispered questions and 
answersj— 

What is that?^ 

«It is the guillotine passing by.* 

« Where does it come from?^ 

« Prom Foiigdres?’ 

« Where is it going 

«I do not know. They say that it is going to a castie 
toward ParignS,®^ 

®*Parign§!’^ 

«^«Lot it go wherever it willg provided it doestft stop 
here.’* 

This great wagon, with its burden covered with a sort 
of shroud ; these horses ; these military men ; the noise 
of these chains ; the silence of these riders ; the dim lightg 
— all this was ghastly. 

The procession crossed the square and left the village; 
the village was in a hollow between two hills. After a 
quarter of an hour, the peasants, wlio had remained as 
though petrified, saw the gloomy procession come into 
sight again on the top of the hill toward the west. The 
large wheels jolted over the road, the horses’ chains 
clanked in the morning wind, the sabres glistened; the 
sun was rising, there was a turn in the road, they all 
disappeared. 

This was at Just the moment when Georgette, in the 
hail of the library, awoke beside her brothers, who were 
still asleep^ and said good morning to her rosy feeL 
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DEATH SPEAKS. 

The iiiotlier watched this dark object pass by, but had 
not understood it, nor tried to understand, for she had 
another vision before her eyes, — ^lier children lost in the 
darkness. 

She also went out of the village, a little after the pro- 
cession which had just filed past, and followed the same 
road, at some distance behind the second squad of police- 
men. Suddenly, the word “guillotine’’ came into her 
mind. 

“Guillotine!” she said to herself; this peasant woman 
Michelle Flechard, did not know what it was, but her in- 
stinet warned her against it; she shuddered without 
being able to tell why ; it seemed horrible to her to walk 
behind it, and >she turned to the left, went out of the road 
and entered some woods, which were the forest of Poii- 
geres. 

After roaming for some time, she noticed a church 
tower and some roofs; it was one of the villages on the 
borders of the wood; she entered it. She was hungry. 

The village u'as one of those wliere the Republicans 
had established military posts. 

She ivent as far as the square where the town hall was. 

In this village, loo, there tvas agitation and anxiety. A 
crowd was galhered in front of a flight of steps which 
were the entiunce to llie tcuvn hail. On these steps were 
?ceii a man escorted by soldiers, hoidijig in his hand a 
large, unrolled placard. On this man’s right stood a 
drummer, and on his left, a bill-poster earrjung a pot of 
paste and a brush. 

On the balcony above the door stood the mayor, wear- 
ing a tricolored scarf with his peasant’s dress. 

The man with the placard was a public crier. 

He had on a shoulder belt from which hung a little bag, 
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which indicated that he went from village to village, and 
that he had something to cry throughout the eountey. 

He had just unrolled the placard, as Michelle F14ehard 
drew near, and he began to read it. He said in a loud 
voice, — 

“ The French Republic. One and indivisible.” 

The drum rolled. There was a sort of undulation in 
the crowd. Some took off their caps ; others pulled their 
hats down over their eyes. At this time, and in this 
country, a person’s opinion could almost be told by the 
headgear; hats were Royalist, caps were Republican 
The murmur of confused voices ceased, the people list- 
ened, the crier read, — 

“ In virtue of the orders to us given, and the power to 

us delegated, by the Committee of Public Welfare ” 

There was a second rolling of the drum. The crier 
continued, — 

“And in execution of the decree of the National Con- 
vention, which outlaws rebels taken armed, and which 
orders capital punishment to whoever gives them shelter 
or helps them to escape.” 

One peasant asked his neighbor in a low voice, 

“ What is capital punishment ? ” 

The neighbor replied, “I don’t know.” 

The crier waved the placard, — 

« In accordance with Article 17 of the law of the 
thirtieth of April, giving full power to delegates and 
sub-delegates against the rebels, are outlawed—” 

He paused and added, — 

“ The individuals designated by the name and surnames 
which follow— ” 

The crowd was all attention. 

The voice of the crier thundered, — 

“Lantenac, brigand.” 

“That is monseigneur,” murmured a peasant. 

And this was whispered through the crowd, “That is 
mouseigneur.” 

The crier added,— 

“Lantenac, ci-devant marquis, brigand.” 

“L’lmSnus, brigand.” 

Two peasants looked at each other askqiipr.^ , 

“That is Gouge-le-Bruant.” 

“ Yes, it is Brise-Bleu.” 
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The erier went on reading the list,— 

^ Grant-FraiiccBiir, brigand.^^ 

The crowd murmured,— 

He is a priest.” 

Yes, monsieur the Abbe Turmeam” 

«Yes, he is a cure somewhere near the wood of la 
Chapelle.” 

And a brigand,” said a man In a cap« 

The crier read, — 

Boisnouveaii, brigand. The two brothers Pique^en- 

Bois, brigands; Hoiizard, brigand ” 

« That" is Monsieur de Qiielen,” said a peasant. 

“ Panier, brigand 

That is Monsieur Sepher,” 

^bPlace-Yette, brigand 

That is Monsieur Jamois.” 

The crier continued his reading without paying at- 
tention to these comments, 

“ Giiinoiseau, brigand, Chatenay., called Robi, brig-'> 
and* 

A peasant w" hispered ; Guinoiseau is the same as Is 
Blond, Chatenay is Saint-Oiieii.” 

Hoisiiard, brigand ” added the crier* 

And in the crowd \yas heard,— 

He is from EuilI4.” 

« Yes, that is Braiiche d’Or.” . 

He had his brother killed at the attack at Pontor- 
son.” 

« Yes, Hoisnard-Maionniere.” 

^*',A fine young man, nineteen years old,” 

« Attention,” said the crier, Here is the end of the 
list,—” 

« Belle-Yigiie, brigand. La Mussette, brigand* Sabre- 
tout, brigand. Brin-d’ Amour, brigand — — ” 

A boy nudged a girPs elbow* The girl smiled. 

The crier went on, — 

Ciiante-en-hiver, brigand, Le Chat, brigand—” 

A peasant said : That is Moulard.” 

^‘ Tabouze, brigand ” 

A peasant said ; “ That is Gau&e.” 

“ There are two of the Gauffres,” added b > woman. 
“Both good fellows,” growled a rustic. 

' The crier shook the placard and the dnim beat a ban. 
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Tile crier began to read again, — 

«^The above named, in whatever place they may Isi 
taken, will be immediately put to death aftei’ their idea* 
fcity has been established.” 

There was a stir in the crowd. 

The crier added, — 

«6 Whoever gives them shelter, or helps them to escape 
will be taken before a court-martial and put to death. 
Signed—” 

There was a profound silence. 

^SSignedi The _ Delegate of the Committee of Piiblio 
Welfare, Cimofedain-.” 

A priest,” said a peasant.” 

“The former cure of Parigne,” said another, 

A citizen added, — 

“Turmeau and Cimourdain. A White priest, and a 
Blue priest.” 

“Both black,” said another citizen. 

The mayor standing on the balcony, raised his hat and 
cried, — 

“ Long live the Eepublic ! ” 

The beating of the drum announced that the crier had 
finished. Indeed, he made a sign with his hand. 

“Attention,” he said. “Here are the four fast Imes of 
the notice of the government. They are signed by the 
chief of the reconnoitring column of the coasts of the north 
commanded by Gauvain.” 

“ Listen !” cried the voices of the crowd. 

And the crier read, — 

“Under pain of death — 

All were silent. 

“It is forbidden, in fulfilment of the above order, to aid 
and assist the nineteen rebels above named, who are at 
the present time invested and surrounded in laTourgue.” 

“Hey?” said a voice. 

It was a woman’s voice.' It was the voice of the 
mother* 
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CHAPTER HI- 

* MTOMTOIHOS OF THE PBASAOTB. 

Michbllb Flechaed was in the midst of the crowd. 
She had not listened, but one can hear what one does not 
listen to. She had heard this word, la Tourgne. She 
I’aised her head. 

Hey ! ” she repeated, “ la Tourgne ? 

The people stared at her. She looked as though she 
were demented. She was in rags. Yoices murmured, — - 
She looks like a brigand.” 

A peasant woman carrying some buckwheat cakes in a 
basket approached her, and said in an undertone, — 

Hold your tongue,” 

Miclielle Flechard looked at the woman in amazement. 
Again she failed to understand. This name la Tourgne 
had passed by like a flash of lightning, and then it grew 
dark again. Had she no right to ask questions ? What 
was the matter with them, that they looked at her so ? 

In the meantime, the drum had l^aten a last ban, the 
bill-poster had pasted up the placard, the mayor had 
gone into the town hall, the crier had departed for some 
other village, and the crowd had scattered. 

A grou^) remained in front of the placard. Michelle 
Flechard joined this group. 

They were commenting on the names of those men who 
were outlawed. 

There were peasants and citizens in the groups that Is 
to say, Whites and Blues. 

A peasant said,— - 

Ko matter, they do not count everybody. Nineteen i® 
only nineteen. They do not count Riou, they do not 
count Benjamin Moullns, they do not count Gonpil, of 
the parish of Andouille” 

' : '^^ Nor Lorieul, of MontjeaUj” said another* 
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^^KTor Brice-Benys?’ 

^‘Nbr Francois Budonet*’’ 

^VTes, the one from Layal.” 

«For Hnetj from Launey«Viliers.” 

"For Gregis»” 

«<^N'or Piion?^ 

For Filieul«’^ 

For Menicent?^ 

^‘^For Gu61iarr4e?^ 

For the three brothers Logerais,” 

‘^For Monsieur Leehanclelier de Pierreville.” 

“ Fools ! ” said a stern old man with white hair. «« They 
have them all, if they take Lantenac.” 

“They haven’t taken him yet,” muttered one of the 
young fellows. 

The old man replied, — 

“ If Lantenac is taken, the soul is taken. If Lantenac 
Is dead, la Vendee is killed.” 

“ Who is this Lantenac, then ? ” asked a citizen. 

A citizen replied 2 “ He is a ci-devant.” 

And another added: “He is one of those who shoot, 
Women.” 

Michelle FMchard heard that, and said i “ That is true.” 

The people turned round. 

And she added: “ Because they shot me.” 

These words had a strange effect ; it was as though one 
thought dead was found alive. They began to examine 
her, somewhat askance. 

She was really distressing to look at ; trembling at every- 
thing, scared, shivering, having a wildly anxious look, and 
so frightened that she was frightful. In a woman’s despair 
there is a strange helplessness which is terrible. It is like 
seeing a being suspended at the extremity of fate. But 
the peasants looked at it more roughly. One of them 
growled :“ She may be a spy.” 

“ Hold your tongue, and go away,” said the good woman 
who had already spoken to her, in a low voice. 

Michelle Flecliard replied,-— 

“ I am not doing any harm.. I am looking for my cML 
dren.” 

The good woman looked at those who were looking at 
Michelle FlMiard, tapped her forehead, winked, and 
saids— 
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“She is half-witted 

Then she took her aside^ and gave her a buckwheat 
biscuits 

Michelle Fechard, without thanking her, bit eagerly 
into the biscuit. 

^^Yes,” said the peasants, ‘‘she eats like a pig, she is 
half-witted/’ 

And the rest of the group scattered. They all went 
away one after another. 

When Michelle Flecliard had finished eating, she said 
to the peasant woman t “ It is good ; I have had some, 
thing to eat. ISTow, for la Tourgue! ” 

“ See how she clings to that *! ” exclaimed the peasant 
woman. 

“I must go to la Tourgue. Tell me the way to la 
Tourgue.” 

“Never,” said the peasant woman. “ You want to be 
killed, do you? Besides, I don’t know. Ah, so you are 
really mad? Listen, my poor woman, you look tirefL 
Will you rest in my house ?” 

“ I cannot rest,” said the mother. 

“Her feet are all raw,” muttei’ed the peasant woinaii. 

Michelle Fl^chard added, — . 

“ As I tell you, they have taken my children from me. 
A little girl and two little boys. I come from the carnichot 
in the forest. You can ask Tellmarch the Caimand about 
me. And then the man I met in field down tiiere. It 
was the Caimand who made me well. It seems that I 
had something broken. All these are things that have 
happened. Besides, there was tlie sergeant Racloiib. You 
can ask him. He will tell you. For he it was who found 
us ill a wood. Three. I tell you three childrerL And 
the oldest is called Rene-Jean. I can prove all this, . The 
other is called Gros- Alain, and the other is called Georgette. 
My liiisband is dead. They killed him. He was a farmer 
in Siscoigiiard. You look like a good woman. Show me 
my way. I am not mad; I am a mother. I have lost my 
children. I am looking for them. I do not know exactly 
where I have come from. Last night I slept on some' 
straw in a barn. LaToiirgue is where ! am going. I am 
not a thief. You see that I am telling the truth. You 
ought to help me find my children. I do- not belong to this 
a)untry. .1 have been shot, but I do not know where.” 
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The peasant woman shook her head, and said, — 

“ Listen, traveller. In times of revolution one must not 
say things that will not be understood. You may be' 
arrested for it,” 

But la Tourgue ! ” cried the mother. “ Madame, for 
the love of the child Jesus, and the holy, good Virgin in 
Paradise, I beseech you, madame, I beg you, I implore 
you, tell me how to go to reach la Tourgue ! ” 

The peasant woman grew angry. 

“I do not know! and, if I knew, I would not tell yew! 
It is a bad place there. It is not best to go there.” 

‘‘ Nevertheless, I am going there,” said the mother. 

And she started on. 

The peasant woman saw her going away, and gmin- 
bled, — 

She ought to have something to eat,” 

She I'an after Michelle Flechard, and put a buckwheat 
biscuit in her hand. 

There’s soraethmg for your supper.” 

Michelle Flechard took the buckwheat bread, did not 
reply, did not turn her head, and went on her way. 

She went out of the village. As she came to the last 
houses she met three little ragged and barefooted children 
passing by. She went to them, and said, — 

These are two girls and a boy.” 

And when she saw how they eyed her bread, she gave 
It to them. 

The children seized it, but were afraid of her. 

Sfee plunged into the forest. 
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A MISTAKE. 

Ih the meaBtimCj the following had been taking place 
that same morning before daybreak, in the gloomy depths 
of the forest, on the section of road leading from JaTen6 
to L6cousse. 

All the roads in le Bocage are sunken, but the highway 
from Javen6 to Parigne, through L6cousse, is one of the 
most completely embanked. Moreover, it is winding. It 
is a ravine rather than a road. It starts from Vitr6, and 
once had the distinction of jolting Madame de Sevign4’s 
coach. It is walled in, as it were, by hedges on right and 
left. "No better place for an ambuscade. 

This very morning, an hour before Michelle Pilchard, 
from another part of the forest, reached the village where 
she had seen the sepulchral vision of the cart escorted by 
mounted men, the thickets through which the Javene high* 
way runs, after crossing the bridge over the Couesnon, 
were full of invisible men. All were hidden by interlacing 
branches. 

These men were all peasants, dressed in the <7n^o, that 
sheepskin Jacket worn by the Breton kings in the sixth 
century, and the peasants in the eighteenth. These men 
were armed ; some with guns, others with axes. Those 
who had the axes had just made, in a clearing, a sort of 
funeral pyre of dry sticks and logs, all ready for the fire. 

Those who had guns were grouped on both sides of the 
ri’oad, in expectant attitudes. Any one who could have 
peered through the foliage would have seen everywhere 
fingers on triggers, and muzzles of carbines pointed 
tlirough the embrasures made by the interlacing boughs. 

These men were lying in wait. All their - guns were 
focussed on the road, which began to gleam white in the ■ 
morning dawn,. 

to this Iwili^t, muSed voices were convewing. ■ 

PflBUC fJBRARY. | 
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«« Are you giire of this ? ’’ 

Surely ; that is what they say/^ 

Will it pass by here?” 

They say it’s in these parts/'^ 

«It must not leave.” 

We must burn it,” 

« Here are three villages met for that,^^ 

Y es, but the escort ? ” 

The escort must be killed,” 

‘‘But is it coming this way?” 

“That’s what they say.” 

“ It’ll come from Vitre, then?” 

“Why not?” 

“ Why, they said it was coming from Fongeres.” 

“ Whether from Fougeres or Vitr^, it comes from the 
devil.” 

“That’s so.” 

“ And must go back to him ” 

“Yes.” 

“ Was it going to ParignS ? 

“ So it seems.” 

“ It won’t get there.” 

“Ho.” 

“Ho, no, no.” 

“Attention.” 

Indeed, prudence was now becoming imperative, for day 
was breaking. 

Suddenly, the men in ambush held their breath. A 
noise of wheels and horses was heard. They peered 
through the branches and could indistinctly see a long 
wagon, an escort on horseback, something on the wagon ; 
it was coming toward them. 

“ There it is ! ” said the one who appeared to be the cliiet 
“Yes,” said one of the men on the w^atch, “with 
escort.” 

“ How many men in the escort ?” 

“Twelve.” 

“They said there were twenty.” 

“ Twelve or twenty, let us kill them all ” 

“ Wait till they are in full range.” 

Soon after, at a turn in the road, the wagon and escort 
/•appeared. ; 

“ Long live the king ! ” cried the chief peasaafc , , 
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A hiiiidreii guns fired at once. . 

When the smoke disappeared, the -escort had disap- 
peared too. Seven of the horsemen had fallen, five had 
fled. The peasants ran to the wa^mn 

‘^Hold on ” cried the chief 5 ^ 4 tis not the giiillotme. 
It is a ladder.^’ 

The wagoiig indeed, had. for its soie burden a long 
ladder. 

The two horses had fallen, wounded 5 the driver had 
been killed, but not purposely. 

« It’s all the same,^’ said the chief, a ladder with an 
escort is suspicious. It was going toward Parigii6. It 
was for scaling la Tourgue, most certainly.” 

Let us bum the ladder,” cried the peasants. 

As for the funereal wagon, which they were looking for, 
It took another road and was already two leagues away, 
In the village where Michelle Fl^chard saw it passing 
along at sunrise. 


CHAPTMi V. 

vox m BESKBm 

Afteb leaving the three children to whom she gave her 
bread, Michelle Flecliard began to rove at random through 
the wood. 

Since no one would show her the way, she must find it 
for lierseli Every few moments she would sit down, 
then she w^ould get up, and then sit down again. She 
felt that dismal weariness, which first' affects the nuiscles 
and then passes to the bones, a slavish w^eariness. She 
was a slave in reality, — a slave to her lost children. She 
must find them ; every lost instauii might be their dis- 
traction ; whoever has such a duty has no rights ; slie 
was forbidden to pause, even for breath. But she was 
very weary, , In such a state of exhaustion, the possibility 
of one step more is a question. ' Could it be done ? She 
had been walking since morning.. ■ She bad seen no 
village, not .even ' a house. At first .she took the right 
^th, then the wrong one, and finally :she lost her way 
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entirely among the branches, one just like another^ Was 
she approaching the end? Was she touching the limit of 
her Passion ? She was in the Yia Dolorosa, and felt the 
agony of the ‘‘ last station.” Was she going to fall down 
on the road and die there? At one particular momentj 
it seemed impossible for her to go aiw farther ; the sun 
was sinking, the forest was dark, paffis were covered up 
ill the grass, and she did not know what to do. She 
had nothing left but God. She began to call, no one 
replied. 

She looked about her, she saw an opening among the 
branches, she went toward it, and suddenly found her- 
self out of the woods. 

Before her was a narrow vale like a trench, at the bottom 
of which, over the stones, ran a clear streamlet of wmter. 
Then, for the first time she became aware how very 
thirsty she was. She went to the brook, knelt down, and 
drank. 

She took advantage of being on her knees to repeat her 
prayers. 

When she arose, she tried to get her bearings. 

She crossed the brook. 

Beyond the little vale there stretched away as far as 
the eye could reaeh, a wide plateau covered with low 
underbrush, wdiicli sloped up from the brook and filled 
the whole horizon. The forest was a solitude, the plateau 
was a desert. In the forest behind each bush, there was 
a chance of meeting some one ; on the plateau, as far as 
one could see, there was nothing. A few birds, which 
seemed to be escaping from something, flew into the 
heather.-:.' 

Then, before this immense deserted plain, feeling her 
knees give way, as though she had become insane, the 
desperate mother flung this strange cry into the solitude ; 

Is there any one here ?” ‘ 

And she waited for the reply. 

There was an ans’vver. 

A heavy, deep voice burst forth ; this voice came from 
the edge of the horizon ; it was reverberated from echo 
to echo; it resembled a peal of tluinder or a cannon; 
and it seemed as if this voice replied to the mother’s ques* 
tion and said: ^^Yes.” 

Then all was silent. * 
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Tfie motiier rose, with new life ; there' was some one 
there. It seemed to her that now she had some one 
to speak to ; she had Just relieved her thirst and prayed ; 
her strength returned, she began to ascend the slope in the 
direction from which she had heard that enormous 
distant voice. 

Suddenly, she sawrisuig from the extreme edge qI the 
horizon, a tall tower. The tovrer stood alone in this wnld 
landscape; a ray from the setting sun lighted it up. 
She was more than a league away from it. Behind this 
tower, a wide expanse of verdure lost itself in the haze; 
this was the forest of Fougeres. 

This tower appeared to her to he on the very point of 
the horizon from which had come that roaring voice that 
seemed to her like a call. Had this tower made the 
noise ? 

Michelle Flechard reached the top of the pieateau; 
she had nothing more before her except the plain. 

She walked toward the to-wer. 


CHAPTER VL 

THE SITUATION 

The moment had come. 

The inexorable held the merciless. 

Cimourdain had Lantenac in his grasp. 

The old Royalist rebel was taken in his ancestral seat, 
it was evident that he could not escajpe ; and Cimourdain 
intended to have the marquis beheaded at his own home, 
on the spot, on his own territory, and in a certain sense 
in his own house, in order that the feudal dwelling should 
see the head of the feudal master fall, and that !t might 
be a memorable example. 

This is why he had sent to Fougeres for the guillotine. 
It has Just been seen on the way. 

To kill Lantenace was to kill la Yendee; to kill la 
Yend 40 was to save France. Cimourdain did not liesitate., 
TM$ man was familiar with the cruelty of duty. . 
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Tlie marquis seemed to be lost; in regard to this,, 
Cimoiirdaia felt easy, but in another respect he was anx- 
ious. The struggle would certainly be a frightful one ; 
«jau vain would direct it, and would perhaps desire to take 
part ill it ; there w^as something of the soldier in this young 
chief ; he was a man to throw- himself into this haiid-to 
liariclencoiiiiter ; supposing he should he killed ? Gauvain I 
Ms, child! the sole affection that he had on earth! 
Gaiivaiii had been fortunate thus far, but good fortune 
becomes •weary. Cimourdain. trembled. His destiny was 
strange in this respect, that he w- as between two G-auvains, 
one of whom he wished to die, the other to live. 

; The caiiiion shot wdiich had disturbed Georgette in her 
basket and called the mother out' of the depths of solitude 
had done more than that..' Whether it was by chance or 
from the iiiteiitioii of the. gunner, the ball, wdiich, however 
'Was only a ball of wuirning, had’ struck, broken, and half 
torn away the iron bars wdiich masked and closed the 
great loophole in the first story of the tower. The be- 
sieged had not had time to repair this injury. 

The -besieged, were, boastful. They had very little 
amniiiiiition. Their situation,, w^e insist, was even more 
critical than the besiegers supposed. If they had had 
enough powder they wouldhaYe.blowii up la Tourgue, with 
themselves and the enemy in it; this was their dream ; 
but all their reserves ivere exhausted. They had hardly 
thirty shots apiece. They had plenty of guns, blunder- 
busses and pistols, and but few cartridges. They had 
loaded all their arms, in order to be able to keep up a 
coiitmiious fire ; Imt how long would this ■ fire last? It 
would be necessary to use it lavishly and to husband it 
at the same time. Here was the difficulty . 

Fortunately, — ominous good fortune, — the contest 
would be principally man to man,' and with side-arms, 
wdtii sabre and dagger. There would be more hand-to- 
hand fighting than shooting. They would cut each other 
to pieces ; tills was -what they hoped for. 

The interior of the tower seemed impregnable. In the 
lower hall where the breach penetrated was the retirade, 
that barricade scientifically constructed by Lantenac, 
which obstructed the entrance. - Behind the retirade, a 
long table was covered with loaded arms,-—blunderbasses, 
carbines, and muskets, and with sabres, axes, and daggei’s 
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As they had no powder to blow iip the tower, they were 
unable to make use of the crypt of the, oubliette 
muiiicatiiig with ■ the lower ball, and the marquis had 
ordered the door to this vault to be. closed. 

Above the lower hall was the round looiii of the first 
story, which could only be reached by a very narrow' Saint- 
Gilies’s staircase; this room, furnished like the lower hall 
with a table covered with arms all ready for use, was 
lighted by the large loophole, the 'grating of which had 
Just been smashed by a caiiiioii ball ; above this room the 
spiral staircase led to the round room, in the second story^ 
where the iron door opened into the bridge-chateleto 

This room in the second story ■ was called both the 
«« room with the iron door and the “ room of mirrors,’’ 
on account of the number of little mirrors hung upon old 
rusty nails against the bare stone, a strange mixture of 
elegance and barbarism. As upper rooms cannot be 
defended to advantage, this room of mirrors was what 
Manesson-Mallet, the authority on fortified places, calls 
‘Hhe last post where tlie besieged can capitulate.” 

As we have alread'^' said, it was important to prevent 
the besiegers from reaching this room. 

This roiiiicl room in the second story was lighted by 
loop-holes ; but a torch was burning there, This torch, 
placed in an iron cresset like the one in the loAver hall, 
had been lighted by Flm^nus, who had placed the end of 
the sulphur slow-match close beside it. Terrible fore- 
sight 

At the end of the lower hall, on a long table made of 
boards, there was food, as in a Homeric cavern : large 
plates of rice ; of fur,” which is a porridge of buck- 
wheat; of godniveile,” a hash of veal ; rolls of ^vhoiiiche- 
pote,” a paste made of flower and fruit cooked in water; 
and Jugs of cider. Anyone who wished could eat and 
drink. 

The firing of the cannon put them all on guard. They 
had only half an hour more before them. LTmanus, from 
the top of the tower, w'as watching the approach of the 
besiegers. Lantenac had commanded them not to fire, 
and to let them draw near. ■ He had said,— 

\ There are four thousand,' five hundred of, them. It is 
useless to kill ■ them outside. ■ Don’t kill until they are 
Insider Once inside, we shall beequaL”, ' ' 
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And iie added^ with a laugh, Equality, IVateriiifcy * 
It was agreed that when the enemy began to adTance, 
L’lm&ius should sound a note of warning from his horn. 

All, in silence, stationed behind the retirade or on the 
stairs, waited, with one hand on their muskets, the other 
on their rosaries. 

To sum up, this was the situation : 

For the assailants, a breach to penetrate ; a barricade 
to storm ; three halls, one above another, to take by main 
force, one by one; two winding staircases to, carry, step 
by step, under a shower of fire.. For the besieged— » 
death. 


CHAPTER ¥n. 

PBEmnKAKIES, 

Gattvai^t on his side, was arranging the attack. He 
gave his last instructions to Cimourdain, who, it will be 
remembered, without taking part in the action was to 
guard the plateau; and to Gtiechamp, who was to wait 
with the main part of the army in the camp of the forest. 
It was understood that neither the masked battery in the 
woods nor the open battery on the plateau should fire, 
unless there was a sortie or an attempt to escape. Gaii- 
vain reserved for himself the command of the attacking 
column. This was what troubled Cimourdain. 

The sun had just set. 

A tower on an open field is like a ship on the open sea.. 
It must be attacked in the same way. It is rather a 
boarding than an assault. ’No cannon. Nothing useless. 
What is the good of cannonading walls fifteen feet thick f 
A port-hole, some storming it, others passing it, axes, 
knives, pistols, fists, and teeth. This is what takes 
place. 

Gauvain felt that there was no other means of carry- 
ing la Tourgue. An attack where the combatants see the 
whites of each other’s eyes is most deadly. He was 
familiar with the formidable interior of the tower, having 
lived there as a child* He was deep in thought. 
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Ih tbe meantimes a few steps from Mm his l!eiitenaia% 
Gn^cliamps with a spyglass in his hand, was scrntiniang 
the horizon toward Parign4, Suddenly Gu^champ ex® 
claimed, — 

^^Ah! at last! 

This exclamation roused Gauvain from his re¥e?i©* 
What is it, Guechamp?” 

Commander, there is the ladder**^ 

The escape ladder?’^ 

«^Tes.” 

What f Hasn’t it come yet ? 

‘^Ko, commander. I was anxious about it, Theex® 
press which I sent to Javene has returned.” 

“ I know it.'’ 

“He announced that, in the carpenter’s shopat Javen^, 
he had found a ladder of the required length, that he had 
it requisitioned, that he had the ladder put on a wagon, 
that he obtained an escort of twelve horsemen, and that 
he had seen the wagon, the escort, and the ladder start 
for Parigiie. After which he returned post haste.” 

“ And gave us this report, and he added that as the 
wagon was drawn by strong horses, and started about 
two o’clock in the morning, it would be here before sum 
set. I know all that. Well?” 

“Well, commander, the sun has just set and the 
wagon with the ladder has not yet come.” 

“Is it possible? Nevertheless, ^ve must begin the 
attack. The hour has come. If we delay, the besieged 
will think we are retreating.” 

“ Commander, you can begin the attack,” 

“ But we must have the escape ladder.” 

“Of course” 

“But it is not here” 

“ It is here.” 

“How is that?” 

“That is why I said/ Ah! at last!’ The wagon had not 
come ; I took my spyglass and examined the road from 
ParigiiS to la Tourgue, and, commander, I am satisfied. 
The wagon is yonder with the escort; it is coming down 
the slope. You can see it.” 

Gauvain took his spyglass and looked. 

“To be sure. Here it is. There is not enough day- 
ight left to make it all out. But I see the escort ; that U 
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plain eiioiigli. But the escort seems to me to he larges 
than you told me^ Giiecliamp.” 

It seems so to me, too.” 

They are about a cjiiarter of a league away?’ ^ 

Cornmander, the escape ladder will be here in a 
quarter of an hour.” 

« We can begin the attack.” 

It \ras really a wa,gon which was coming, ]3iit it was not 
the one they thought. 

Gauvaiii, . tuiTiing around, saw behind him Sergeant 
Radon 1), erect, his eyes downcast, in attitude of military 
salute. 

“ What is it, Sergeant Radoiib ? ” 

‘^Citizen commander, we, tlie men of the , battalion of 
Bonnet-Rouge, have' a favor to ask of you.” 

What is it?” ' 

/^ Tolinveiis killed.” 

“ Ah ! ” said Giuivain, 

« W i ] 1 y n n d o u s tli is kind n ess ? ” 

“But~™iiiat d*'‘|)eiids on circumstances,” said Gauvaim 

You commander, siiice the affair at Dol you have 
been (iurc^ful of us. There are still twelve of us.” 

This humiliates us.” 

“ You are the reserve.” 

‘‘ We would rather be the advance-gimrd.” 

But I need you to decide the final success of an action. 
I hold you in reserve.” 

“ Too much so.” 

“No matter. You are in the column, you march with 
, it.” 

I “ In the rear. Paris has the right to march ahead*” 

“I will think about it, Sergeant Radoub.” 

“ Think about it to-day, commander. There is going to 
be an engagement. There will be a rough tripping-up, on 
one side or the other. It will be lively. La Tourgue will 
burn the fingers of those who touch it. We ask the 
privilege of Ijeing In the ffght.” 

The sergeant >stopped short, 'twisted Ms moustache, and 
added in a different tone, — 

« And then you see, commander, our babies are in that 
tower. Our children are there, the children of the battah 
ion, our three children. The terrible face of Gribouille- 
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mon-cul-to-baise, of Brise-bleu, of Flmanus, that Gouge- 
le-Bruaiid, that Bouge-Ie-Gruand, that Fouge-le-Truand, 
that thunderbolt of God, man of the devil, threatens our 
children. Our children, our little ones, commander. 
When the tower quakes and tumbles, we do not want any 
liariii to come to them. Do you understand this, master? 
we do not want any harm to happen to them. Just now, 
I took advantage of the truce to go up on the plateau, 
and I saw them through a window; yes, they are really 
there, you can see them from the edge of the ravine and 
I saw them, and tliej?’ were afraid of me, the darlings. 
Commander, if a single hair falls from the heads of those 
little cherubs, I swear a thousand times by all that is 
holy that I, Sergeant Radoub, that I will do something 
desperate. And this is what all the battalion say ; 
< We want the children saved, or we want to be all killed. 
This is our right, yes, to be all killed.’ And now, good 
luck and reverence.” 

Gauvain held out his hand to Radoub, and said,— 

« You are a brave man. You shall he in the attacking 
column. I will divide you. I will put six of you wdtii the 
vanguard, that the troops may be sure to adva.nce, and I 
will put six of you in the reai'guard, to keep them from 
retreating.” 

‘‘ Shall I still command the twelve ? ” 

Certainly.” 

‘‘Thank you, commander. For I belong to the van- 
guard.” Radoub saluted his commander and went back 
to the ranks. 

Gauvain took out his watch, spoke a few words inGii4- 
champ’s ear, and the attacking column began to form. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

the: summons and the eeply« 

In the meantime, Cimourdain, who had not yet taken 
ap his position on the plateau and was still at Gaii vain’s 
side, stepped to a trumpeter, 

“ Blow the trumpet,” he said to him. 

The trumpet sounded, the horn replied. 

A blast from the trumpet and an answering blast from 
the horn rang out again. 

“What is it?” asked Gauvain of Gu&hamp. “What 
does Cimourdain want ? ” 

Cimourdain had approached the tower with a white 
handkerchief in his hand. 

lie spoke. 

“Men who are in the tower, do you know me?” 

The voice of ITmiinus replied from the top of the 
tower, — 

“Yes.” 

Tlren the two voices began to converse, and this was 
heard, — 

“I am the envoy of the Republic.” 

“You are the former cure of Parigne.” 

“ I am the delegate of the Committee of Public Wei 
fare.” 

“You are a priest.” 

“ I am the representative of the Law.” 

“ You are a renegade.” 

“ I am the messenger of the Revolution/^ 

“ You are an apostate.” 

“ I am Cimourdain.” 

^*Yon are the devil.” 

“Do you know me ?” 

“We hate yon.” 

“ Would yo’-* be satisfied to have me in your power?” 
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« There are eighteen of ns here whO' would giTe our 
heads in exchange for yours,” 

« Well, I have come to give myself up to you.” 

From the top of the tower was heard a burst of savage 
laughter, and this exclamation, — 

Come on.” 

There was deep silence in the camp as they awaited- 
1 1 e result. 

Cimourdain added, — « 

On one conditiom’^ 

What is it?” 

Listen.” 

«« Speak,” 

. « You hate me?” 

^^Yes.” 

As for me, I love you. I am your brother.” 

The voice from the top of the tower replied, — ■ 

Yes, Cain.” 

Cimourdain replied with a singular inflection, both loud 
and gentle, — 

Insult me, but listen. I have come to parley with 
you. Yes, you are my brothers. You are poor mis« 
guided men. I am your friend. I am light speaking to 
ignorance. Light always comprises brotherly love. 
Eiesides, have we not all the same mother, our native 
land ? Well, listen to me. You will know later, or your 
ehiidren will know, or your chiklreiFs children, that all 
that is taking place at this moment Is done in fulfilment 
of the laws above, and that God has caused this Eevoiu- 
tion. While w'aiting for the time when all minds, even 
yours, will understand this, and, all fanaticism, even 
yours will vanish, wall anyone pity your darkness? I 
have come to you to offer you my life; I do more, I 
extend my hand to you. I ask you the favor of destroy- 
ing my life to save your own. I have full power, and 
what 1 say I am able to perform. It is a critical moment; 
I am making a last effort. Yes, he wdio speaks to you is 
a citizen, and in this citizen, yes, there is a priest. The 
citizen is fighting against you, hut the priest implores 
you. Listen to me. Many of you have wives and chiL 
dren. I take the defence of your children and your 
wives. I take their defence against you. Oh. 
brothers—” ■ ^ 
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' « Go on, preach away ! ’’ sneered FlmSniis. 

Cimourdain continued, — 

« My brothers, do not let the accursed hour coma ^ 
There will be bloodshed here. Many of us who are here 
before you will not see to-morrow^’s sun ; yes, many of us 
will perish, and 3^011, all of you, will die. Have mercy on 
yourselves. Why shed all this blood when it is useless? 
Why kill so many men when two would suffice ? ” 

Two ? said FIniitnus. 

« Yes. Two.” 

^^Who?” 

Laiitenac and myself.’* 

And Ciraourdain raised his voice, — 

c; Two men are enough ; Lantenac, for us, myself for 
you. This is what I offer you, and it will be the saving 
of ail your lives : give us Lantenac and take me. Lan« 
tenac will be guillotined, and you will have me to dis- 
pose of as you like.” 

‘'Priest,” howled FImanus, “ if we had you we would 
burn you over a slow fire.” 

“ I am willing,” said Ciinourdain. 

And he added,-— 

“ You, condemned, who are in this, tower can all be 
alive and free; in an hour I bring you safety. “ Do you 
accept it?” 

L’lmanus thundered, — 

“ You are not only a villain ; you are mad. Ah, indeed, 
why do you come to disturb us? who asked you to come 
to speak to us ? we, giwe up monseigneur ! what do you 
mean?” 

“ His head, and I offer you — 

“ Your hide. For we would skin you like a dog, Cur6 
Cimourdain. Well, no, your hide is not worth his head ; 
get you gone.” 

“ The struggle will be terrible ; once more, for the last 
time, reflect.” 

Mglit fell during the exchange of these ominous words, 
which were heard inside the tower as well as without* 
The Marquis de Lantenac kept silent and let them alone. 
Leaders indulge in such portentous deeds of selfishness. 
This is one of the rights of responsibility. LTm^nus 
shouted to those beyond Cimourdain, exclaiming,— 

Men who attack us, we have told you our propositions | 
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they have been made, and we have nothing to change 
about them. Accept them ; if not, woe be unto you ! dc 
you consent ? we will give up the three children here, to 
you, and you shall let us all go free and unharmed.” 

« All of you, yes,” replied Cimourdain, except one ” 

« Which one ? ” 

Laiitenac.” 

« Monseigneur ! give up nionseigneur ! never ! 

We must have Lantenac.” 

« ISTever ! ” 

We cannot negotiate, except on this condition,” 

Then begin.” 

Silence ensued. 

LMmlnus, after sounding the signal with his horn, went 
down again ; the marquis" took the sword in his hand ; 
the nineteen men besieged gathered in silence in the lower 
hall, behind the retirade, and knelt down ; they heard the 
measured tread of the attacking column advancing towards 
the tower in the darkness ; the sound drew nearer ; sud- 
denly, .they felt that they were close upon them, at the 
very mouth of the breach. Then all kneeling down lield 
their guns and their blunderbusses through the cracks in 
the retirade, and one of them, Grand-Francoeur, the priest 
Turneau, rose, and, a drawn sword in his right hand, a 
crucifix in his left, said in a solemn voice, — 

‘‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Moly Ghost.” 

Ail fired at once, and the struggle began. 


CHAPTER IX. 

TITAirS AGAmST UlAHm 

It was Indeed frightful. , 

This liaiKl-to-liancl struggle surpassed ail that could 
have , been imagined. 

To find anytliing equal to it, one must go back to the 
great combats of ^Esciiylas or to the carnage of old feudal 
times 5 or to those “ attacks with short arms,” which 
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lasted til! the seventeenth century, when fortified places 
were penetrated by means of “ fausse-brayes ; ” tragic 
assaults in which, says the old sergeant of the province 
of iientijo, “ when the mines have done their work, the 
besiegers wdli advance carrying planks covered with 
sheets of tins, armed with round shields and mantlets, 
and provided with plenty of grenades, causing the defend- 
ers to abandon the retrenchments or retirades, and, hav- 
ing taken possession, they will vigorously repulse the 
besieged.” 

The place of attack was horrible ; it was one of those 
breaches called technically “ vaulted breaches ; ” that is 
to say, as will be remembered, an ox3ening going through 
the wail from one side to the other, and not a rupture open 
to the sky. The powder had worked like a gimlet. The 
effect of the explosion had been so violent that the tower 
had been rent more tliaii forty feet above the mine, but 
it was only a crack, and the practicable opening, serving 
as a breach and penetrating into the lower hall, resembled 
a spear-thrust which pierces, rather than an axe-blow 
which cleaves. 

It was a puncture in the side of the tower, a long, deep 
fracture, something like a horizontal wall under ground, 
a passage winding and rising like an intestine through 
a wall fifteen feet thick, a peculiar, shapeless cylinder 
full of obstacles, snares, explosions, where a man would 
hit his forehead against the rocks, and would stumble 
over the rubbish and lose his sight in the darkness. 

The assailants had before them this dark porch, like the 
mouth of all abyss with all the stones of the jagged wall 
for upper and lower jaws; the jaws of a shark have not 
more teeth than this’ terrible rent. It was necessary to 
enter and to come out by this hole. 

Within, there was a rain of fire, outside rose the retirade® 
Outside^ that is to say, in the lower hail on the ground 
floor. 

Only in the encounter of sappers in covered galleries 
when the countermine cuts the mine, or in the carnage on 
the gun decks of vessels which grapple each other in naval 
battles, Is such ferocity displayed. To fight at the bottom 
of a ditch is horrible to the last degree. It is frightful 
to have a battle under a roof. 

At the moment when the first swarm of besiegers en 
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tered, the whole retirade was covered with lightnmg, and 
it was something like a thunderstorm bursting under- 
ground. The thunderbolts of the assailants replied to the 
thunderbolts of the ambuscade. Report answered report ; 
Gauvain’s voice shouted, — 

« Break them in I ” 

Then Laiitenac’s cry s Hold firm against the enemy ! 
Then the cry of ITm^nus : On, men of the Main ! ” Thei; 
the clashing of sword against sword, and blow on blow^ 
terrible discharges, all devastating. The torch fastened 
against the wall lighted dimly all this horror. It was 
impossible to distinguish anything ; it was in a reddish 
blaclaiess ; whoever entered there was suddenly deaf and 
blind,— deafened by the noise, blinded by the smoke. 
Disabled men were lying in the midst of the rubbish. 
Corpses were trodden down, the wounded were trampled 
upon, broken limbs were crushed, while howls of anguish 
arose ; men had their feet bitten by the dying • now and 
then, there were moments of silence more hideous than 
the din. 

They seized each other by the throat, groans were heard, 
then the gnashingof teeth, the death-rattle, imprecations ; 
and the thundering began again. A stream of blood be- 
gan to flow from the tower through the breach, and ran 
out into the darkness. This dismal pool steamed outside 
in the grass. 

It seemed as if the tower itself were bleeding, as if a 
giant were wounded. 

W onderful to say, those outside heard hardly any sound. 
The night was very dark, and all around the fortress, on 
the plain and in the forest, there was a sort of funereal 
stillness. Inside, it was like hell; outside, it was like 
the grave. This conflict of men killing each other in the 
darkness, these volleys of musketry, this din, this madnessj 
all this tumult died away under the walls and arches; 
the noise lacked air, and suffocation was added to slaugnter. 
Outside the tower, there was scarcely a sound. The 
little childi’en slept through it all. 

The fury increased, the retirade held its own. hTotliing 
is more difficult to storm than this kind of a barricade, 
with a re-entering angle. If the besieged had numbers 
against them, their position was in their favor. The 
atteoking column lost a great many mem ■ Stretched ont 
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in a long line outside^ at the foot of the tower^ it plnngeii 
slowly into the opening made by the breach and contracted^ 
like an adder going into its hole. 

Gauvain, with the imprudence of a young general, was 
in the lower hall, in the thickest of the fight, in the midst 
of all the firing. We may add that he had the confidence 
of a nian who had never been wounded. AvS he turned 
round to give an order, a blaze of musketry lighted up a 
face close beside him. 

Cimourdain ! ” he exclaimed, “ what are you doing 
here?’’ 

It really was Cimourdain. Cimourdain replied,^ — 
come to be near you.” 

But you will be killed I ” 

a ^ell, what are you doing here yourself?”’ 

«‘But I am needed here. You are not.” 

Since you are here, I must be here also.” 

« No, my master.” 

Yes, my child.” 

Cimourdain stayed near Gauvain. 

The dead were heaped up on the floors of the lo'Wer 
hall 

Although the retirade was not yet forced, the greater 
number would evidently conquer at last. The assailants 
were exposed to the enemy’s fire, and the besieged were 
protected. Ten besiegers fell to one besieged, but the 
besiegers were rex^laced. The besiegers increased and 
the besieged decreased. 

The nineteen besieged were all behind the retirade, the 
attack being there. There were dead and wounded 
among them ; fifteen at the outside were still fighting. 
One of the fiercest among them, Chante-en-Hiver, had 
been frightfully wounded. He was a thickset Breton, 
with curly hair, of the small, lively type. He had one of 
his eyes put out and his jawbone broken. He could still 
walk. He dragged himself up the winding staircase and 
went into the room on the first story, hoping to be able 
to say his prayers there and die. 

He leaned back against the wall near the loophole to 
try to get a little air. 

Below, the massacre before the retirade was growing 
more and more horrible. In an interval between two 
rollaysg Cimourdain raised his voice. 
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Besieged !” tie cried, «why shed blood any longer? 
'foil are taken. Surrender. Reraeinber that we are four 
thousand- five hundred against ■ nineteen, , that is to say^ 
more than two hundred to one. Surrender.” 

“ Let us put an end to this sentirnentaiity,” replied the 
Marquis de Lanteiiac. 

And twenty bullets answered Cimourdain. 

The retirade did not reach as high as the arched roof; 
this allowed the besieged to shoot over it, but it also 
allowed the besiegers to scale it. 

Attack the retirade ! ” cried Gauvain. ** Is there any 
one willing to scale the retirade ? ’’ 
am,” said Sergeant Radoub* 


CHAPTER X- 


Then the assailants were dumtbund®d at what took 
place. Radoub had entered through the breach at the 
head of the attacking column, with six others, and, out of 
these six men of the Prussian battalion, four had already 
fallen. After he had cried : “ I am ! ” he was seen not to 
advance but to retreat, and bending down, stooping, 
crawling almost between the legs of the combatants, he 
reached the opening of the breach and went out. W as 
this flight? would such a man flee? what could it mean? 

When outside the breach, Radoub, still blinded by the 
smbke, rubbed his eyes as if to put aside tlie. horror and 
the darkness, and by the light of the stars looked at the 
wall of the tower. He gave a nod of satisfaction, as if to 
say,.: “I was not mistaken.” 

Radoub had noticed that the deep cleft made by the 
explosion of the mine, reached above the breacli to tlie 
loophole in the first story, the iron grating of which had 
been broken through and’displaced by a cannon ball. The 
network of broken bars was hanging, half torn away, and 
a man would be able to creep through. 

A man could creep through, but could he climb up 
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there! By the cleft, yes, on condition that he was life# a 
eat. 

This was Just what Radoub was. He belonged to that 
race which Pindar calls ‘‘agile athletes.” An old soldier 
may be a young man ; Radoub, who had been a 'French 
Guard, was not forty years old. He was a nimble Her- 
cules. 

Radoub laid his musket on the ground, removed his 
shoulder belt, took off his coat and vest, and kept only 
his two pistols, which he put in the belt of his trousers, 
and his bare sword, which he took between his teeth. 
The handles of the two pistols protruded above his belt. 

Thus freed from all encumbrances, and followed in the 
darkness by the eyes of all those in the attacking column 
who had not yet entered the breach, he began to mount 
the stones in the cleft of the wall, like the steps of a stair- 
case. Being •without shoes was an advantage to him; 
nothing clings like a barefoot; he curled his toes into the 
holes between the stones. He pulled himself up by main 
force, he braced himself with his knees. The ascent was 
rough. It was something like climbing over the teeth of 
a saw. “ It is fortunate,” he thought, “ that there is no 
one in the room of the first story, for they would not let 
me climb in this way.” 

He had no less than forty feet to climb thus. As he 
mounted, hindered somewhat by the protruding handles 
of his pistols, the cleft grew narrower and the ascent be- 
came more and more difficult ; at the same time, the risk 
of falling increased with the depth of the precipice. 

At last he came to the edge of the loophole ; he removed 
the twisted and broken grating so that he had room enough 
to pass through ; by a powerful effort he raised himself 
up, placed his knee on the cornice of the window-sill, seized 
the end of a bar on the right, in one hand, and with the 
other a bar on the left, and rose to his waist in front of 
the embrasure of the loophole, his sword between his teeth, 
hanging by his two hands above the abyss. 

He had but one more effort to make to enter the hall in 
the first story. 

But a face appearea in the loophole. 

Radoub suddenly saw before him in the dim light some- 
thing frightful. An eye destroyed, a shattered Jaw, a 
face covered with Mood. 
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This OBe-eyed mask looked at him. 

This masli had two hands; these two handi^ came out 
of the darkness and approached Radoub ; one, with a single 
grasp, snatched the two pistols from his belt, the other 
removed his sword from betw^een his teeth. 

Radoub was disarmed. His knee was slipping on the 
iiiciined plane of the cornice, his two hands grasping the 
ends of the iron bars could hardly hold him, and he had 
beneath him forty feet of precipice. 

This face and these hands belonged to Chante-eii-hiver. 
Chan te^eii-hiver, suffocated by the smoke pouring up from 
below, had succeeded in entering the embrasure of the 
loophole, and here the outside air had revived him, the 
coolness of the night had stanched his blood, and he had 
: regained a little strength ; suddenly, he saw Radonb’s form 

rise up outside in front of the opening, then as Radoub, 
clinging to the bars with both bands, had only the choice 
of falling or being disarmed, Chaiite-en-hiver, calm and 
frightful, took the pistols out of his belt and his sword 
from between his teeth. 

An extraordinary duel began. A duel between the um 
armed and the wounded. 

I Without doubt, the dying man had the advantage. One 

bullet would be enough to hurl Radoub into the yawning 
gulf under his feet. 

Fortunately for Radoub, Chante-en-hiver, having both 
pistols in one hand, could shoot neither of them and was 
forced to make use of the sword. He thrust the point of 
it into Radoub’s shoulder. This thrust wounded Radoub 
i , and saved him. 

Radoub, without arms, but having all his strength 
I scorned Ms wound, which did not reach to the botie, 

' sprang forward, let go the bars, and leaped into the em- 

!' bras lire. 

f Then he found himself face to face with Chante-en-hiver 

i’ who had thrown the sword behind him, and now held the 

two pistols in his two hands. 

Chante-eii-Mver, on his knees, aimed at Radoub who 
was almost close up to the muzzle ; but his weakened arm 
trembled and he did not immediately shoot. 

Radoub took advantage of this respite to burst out 
laughing. 

Tell me, ugly mug,” he cried, « do you think I am go^ 
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lug to be afraid of your ^-la-mode beef Jaws? Sapris^ 
liow they have battered your pretty face I ’’ 
Chante-en-hiver was still aiming at him* 

Radoub continued, — 

«It’s not a thing to talk about, but the grapeshot crimpeii 
your mouth very prettily. My poor boy, Bellona has 
smashed your physiognomy. Go ahead, go ahead, spit 
out your little pistol shot, my good fellow.” 

The pistol went off and the bullet passed so near Rad« 
cub’s head that it tore off half of his ear. Chante-en-liiver 
raised his other arm with the second pistol, but Radoub 
did not give him time to aim. 

“ I have bad enough of you taking my ears off,” he cried. 
You have wounded me twice, now it is my turn.” 

And he rushed at Chante-en-hiver, knocked his arm up 
making the pistol go off aimlessly, and seized hold of his 
dislocated jaw, 

Chante-en-liiver shrieked and fainted away. 

Rodoub stepped over him and left him in the embrasure, 
Now that I have let you know my ultimatum,” said 
he, don’t move again. Stay there, you rascally sneak. 
You may rest assured that I am not going to amuse my. 
self now witli slaughtering you. Crawl about on the floor 
at you ease, fellow-citizen of my old shoes. Die ; you can 
still do that. You will soon know what nonsense 3 mnr 
our4 has been telling you. Depart Into the great regions 
of mystery, peasant.” 

And he sprang into the hall of the first story. 

You can’t see a thing here,” he growied. 
Chante-en-hiver writhed convulsively and shrieked with 
agony, Radoub turned around. 

‘‘ Silence ! do me the kindness of keeping quiet, unworthy 
oitizen. I wdil have nothing more to do with you. I scorn 
to put an end to you. Let me have peace.” * 

And he ran his hand through his hair in perplexity, as 
he looked at Chante-en-hiver. 

Ah, now what am I going to do? all this is very good, 
but here I am without arms. T had two shots to fire* 
You wasted them for me, yon beast! and made such a 
Emoke about it that it would blind a dog ! ” 

And hitting his torn ear, — 

Ow ! ” he said. And he added, — 

was veiry forward of you to coisfigoate one of my 
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63 <rs 9 l)'U.t indeed, I would rfitlier lose tliJit jinytliiug 
else, for it was only an ornament. You scratched my 
shoulder too, but that is nothing. Die, clown, I forgive 

He listened^ the tumult in the lower hall was frightful 
The fight was more furious than ever. • ^ ' 

«They are getting on well down there. Fever 
they are howling ^ Long live the king.® They are dying 

His feet hit against his sword on the floor. He picked 
It up, and said, to Chaiite-en-hiver who no longer stirred 
and was perhaps dead, — 

« You' see, woodsman, this is what I wanted,' my sword 
or it is the same. I will take it out of friendship. , 
But I must have my .pistols. ■ .Devil take you;, savage!. 
Now what shall I do ? I am no good here.'® 

He groped along through the hall, trying, to see and tov 
get his bearmgs. Suddenly in the darkness, behind the 
central column, he made out a long table, and on this 
table something 'Which shone indistinctly. He felt of it 
They were blmiderbiisses, pistols, carbines, a row of fire- 
arms laid ill order and seeming to be waiting' for hands to 
lay hold of them ; it was the reserve of ' weapons prepared 
by .the besieged, for the second ■ phase of the assault; a. 

, perfect arsenaL . ■ 

‘‘A refreshment table!'' exclaimed Radoub^ and he 
pounced on them .wildly* 

, .Then, he became terrible. : 

The door leading to the staircase communicating with 
the upper and lower stories was seen to be wide open be- 
' side the table loaded with. arms. Radoub dropped his 
sword, seized a pistol In each hand and fired them together 
at random; through into the stairway, then he 

seized a blunderhuss ..and discharged that, then he. seized 
a'lniisketooii loaded to the muzzle with buckshot, and dis* 
.charged that. , The miisketoon, pouring forth fifteen bul- 
lets, seemed like a .volley of grapeshot.- Then' Radoub^ 
getting Ms breath, cried into the stairway iii athunder* 
..ing voice, — 

Long live. Paris.'' 

And seising another musketoon larger than the first, he 
aimed it under the archway of the' Saml^GiEea's staircase 
and waited* 
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The confusion In the lower hall was indescribaHe* Uil* 
expected surpises like this demoralize resistance* Two of 
the bullets of Radoub’s triple discharges had hit ; one had 
killed the elder of the two brothers, Piqiie-en-bois, the 
other had killed Houzard, who was Monsieur de Qnfilen* 

« They are upstairs I cried the marquis. 

This cry brought about the instant abandonment of the 
retirade; a flock of birds could not be scattered more 
quickly, and they each tried to rush first into the stairway,® 
The marquis encouraged this flight. 

« Be quick,’’ he said. «« It is courageous to escape now, 
let us all go up to the second story ! there we will begia 
again.” 

He was the last to leave the retirade* 

This bravery saved him. 

Radoiib, in ambush on the first landing of the staircase, 
Ms finger on the trigger of the blunderbuss was on the 
watch for the rout. Those who first appreared around 
the corner received the discharge full in the face, and 
fell as if struck by lightning. If the marquis had been 
one of them he would have been killed. 

Before Racloub had time to seize a new weapon, the rest 
passed by, the marquis last, and slower than the others. 
They believed the room on the first floor to be filled with 
the enemy ; they did not stop there, but went on to the 
second story to the hall of mirrors. There was the iron 
door, the sulphur slow match was there, and there it 
would be necessary to capitulate or die. 

Gauvain, as surprised as they were by the gunshots 
from the stairway and not being able to explain the assist- 
ance which had come to him, without trying to understand 
had taken advantage of it, had leaped with his men over 
the retirade, and drove the besieged at the point of the 
sword up to the first story. 

There he found Radoub. 

Radoub saluted him and said,-— 

‘‘One minute, commander. It was I who did this. I 
remembered Dol, I did as you did. I put the enemj 
between two fires,” 

‘‘A good pupil,” said Gauvain, with a sniUe. 

After being in the dark for some time one’s eyes become 
accustomed to it, like those of night birds ; Gauvaia 
noticed that Eadoub was covered with Moo<L 
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But you are wounded, comrade.” 

Mever mind that, commander. What difference does 
it make, an ear more or less ? I have a sword-cut too, 
but that is of no consequence. In breaking a pane of 
glass one always gets cut somewhat. JBut it is only a lit- 
tle of my blood.” 

They came to a sort of halt in the halt of the first story, 
taken by Radoub. A lantern was brought. Cimourdaiii 
rejoined Gaiivain. They stopped to consider. It was indeed 
time to reflect. The besiegers were not in the secret of 
the besieged. They were ignorant of their lack of ammuni- 
tion. They did not know that the defenders of the place 
were short of pow^der ; the second story was the last post 
of resistance ; the besiegers knew that the staircase might 
be mined. 

One thing was certain, that the enemy could not escape. 
Those who were not dead were as good as under lock and 
key. Laiiteiiac was in a trap. 

With this certainty, they could take a little time to try 
to find out the best possible course to pursue. They 
already had many dead. It was necessary to try not to 
lose too many men in this last assault. There would prob- 
ably be a tough outburst at first to quell. 

The combat was interrupted. The besiegers, masters 
of the ground floor and of the next story were waiting for 
the general’s order to go on. Gauvairi and Cimourdain 
were holding counsel. Radoub listened in silence to their 
deliberation. 

He ventured again to salute his general timidly,— 

‘‘ Commander ? ” 

“ What is it, Radoub ? ” 

Have I the right to a slight reward ?” 

Certainly. Ask what you like.” 

I should like to be the first to go up.” 

It was impossible to refuse him. Besides^ he would 
have done it without permission. 


298 


NINMTY-mMMS, 


CHAPTER Xle 

THEBESPEBATB. 

While they were taking counsel in tlie first story^ 
they were laaiidiiig a barricade in the second. Success is 
madness, defeat is rage. The two stories were about to 
clash in desperate encounter. To touch victory is intoxi- 
cating. Below there was hope, which would be the great* 
est of all human forces if it were not for despair 

Above, there was despair. 

A cairn, cold, ominous despair. 

On reaching this hall of refuge, beyond wiiich there 
was nothing left for them, the first care of the besieged 
was to bar the entrance. It would be of no use to fasten 
the door. It would be better to block u^d the stairway. 
In a case like this, an obstacle through which it is possi- 
ble to see and to fight is of more value than a fastened 
door. 

The torch placed by ITmdnus in a cresset on the wali, 
near the sulphur slow match, gave them light. 

In this hall on the second floor there was one of those 
large, heavy oak chests in which clothing and linen were 
kept before the invention of furniture with drawers. 
They dragged this chest, and stood it on end in the door- 
way* of the staircase. It fitted in firmly and obstructed 
the entrance. It left only a narrow space open near the 
arch, large enough to let a man through, excellent for 
killing the assailants, one by one. It was doubtful if ineE 
would risk themselves there. 

Having blocked up the entrance, they took a respite. 

They counted their number. 

Of tile nineteen only seven were left, including iTmiiiiis. 
All were wounded except ITmanus and the marquis. 

Tlie five who were wounded, but very active, — for in the 
heat of battle, all wounds not mortal allow men to corn® 
^d -were Cbatenay, called Robi, Guinoieeau, Hois* 
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Hard, Branche-d' Or, Brin-d’ Amour aud GraBcI-Fraucoeiir. 
All the rest were dead. ■ ■ 

They had no ammunition. The cartridge boxes were 
exhausted. They counted the cartridges. How many 
shots for the seven had they ? Four. 

They had reached the moment when tliex'e was nothing 
left but to-falL They were driven to the very precipice, 
yawning and awful ; it would have been difficult to be 
nearer the edge. 

In the meantime, the attack wms beginning ; but slowly 
and all the more sure. The soniKl of the besiegers’ gum 
stocks was heard as they hit against the staircase, step by 
step. 

No means of escape. Through the library ? There were 
six cannons on tlie plateau pointed at it, with matches 
lighted. Through the rooms above ? wiiat would be the 
use ? They only lead to the plateau. Then their only means 
of escape would be to throw themselves from the to|) to 
the bottom of the tower. 

The seven survivors of this epic band saw themselves 
inexorably imprisoned and held by this thick wall, which 
protected them and betrayed them. They were not yet 
taken; but they were already prisoners. 

The marquis addressed them, — 

“ My friends, it is all over/’ 

And after a silence he added,— 

“ Grand-Francoeur, be tho Abbe Turmeau once niore.^ 

All knelt down, with their rosaries in their hands. The 
knocking of the assailants’ muskets came nearer. Grand- 
Francoeur, covered with blood from the bullet which had 
grazed his skull and torn off the skin covered with liair, 
raised his crucifix in his right hand. The marquis, a 
skeptic at heart, placed one knee on the ground. 

“Let each one,” said Grand-Francoeur, “ confess his 
faults aloud. Monseigneur, speak.” 

The marquis replied,- — 

“ I have killed.” 

“ I have killed,” said Hoisnard.” 

“ I have killed,” said Guinoiseau. 

“ I have killed,” said Brin-d’ Amour. 

I have killed,” said Chatenay. 

“ I have killed,” said I’lmdnus, / , 

Aud Grpid-Francoeur added,— - 
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In^ the name of the Most Holy Trinity^ I absolye you. 
May your soul depart in peace.” 

Amen ! ” replied all tlae others. 

The marquis arose. 

Now,” said he, « let us die.” 

And let us kill,” said lTmd.nns. 

The blows from the muskets began to shake the chest 
which barred the door. 

, Think on God,” said the priest. “Earth no longer 
exists for us.” 

“Yes,” added the marquis, “ we are in the tomb.” 

All bowed their heads and beat their breasts. The 
marquis and the priest alone remained standing. Their 
eyes were fixed on the floor, the priest was praying, the 
peasants were praying, the marquis was deep in thought ; 
the chest, as though it were struck by hammers, gave 
forth a lugubrious, hollow sound. 

At this moment, a quick, strong voice rang out behind 
them, crying,— 

“ I told you the truth, monseigneur.” 

The heads of all turned around in amazement. 

A hole had just opened in the wall. 

A stone perfectly jointed with the others, but not ce- 
mented, and turning on a pivot above and below, had just 
revolved on itself like a turnstile, and in turning had 
opened the wall. The stone having turned on its axis, 
made a double opening and offered two passages, one to 
the right, the other to the left, narrow, but large enough 
to allow a man to pass through. Outside this unexpected 
door could be seen the first steps of a spiral staircase. 

The face of a man appeared in the opening. 

The marquis recognized Halmalo. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

A BELIYEBES. 

Is it yotiy Halmalo ? ” 

It is, monseigneur. You see now that turning stones 
do exist, and that it is possible to escape through here. 
I have come in time. But be quick. In ten minutes you 
Will be in the midst of the forest.” 

‘‘ God is great,” said the priest. 

Save yourself, monseigneur,” cried they alL 

All of you first,” said the marquis. 

You first, monseigneiir,” said the Abb4 Turmeau. 

‘‘ I shall be the last.” 

And the marquis added in a stern voice, — 

“ ISTo struggle for generosity. We have no time to be 
magnanimous. You are wounded. I command you to 
live and to flee. Be quick and take advantage of this 
means of escape. Thank you, Halmalo.” 

“ Monsieur le marquis,” "said the Abbe Turmeau, “Are 
we going to be separated ? ” 

“ Without doubt, below. We can only escape each for 
himself.” 

“ Monseigneur, will you appoint a rendezvous ? ” 

“Yes. A clearing in the forest, the Pierre-Gauvain, 
Do you know the place ?” 

“ We all know it.” 

“ I will be there to-morrow at noon. Let all who can 
walk be found there.” 

“ We will be there.” 

“ And we will begin the war over again,” said the mar* 

qiiis. 

In the meanwhile, Halmalo pressing against the turning 
stone had just noticed that it no longer moved. The 
opening could not he closed. 

“ Monseigneur,” he said, “ let us hurry, the stone resists 
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HOW,' I was able to open the passage, but I shall not be 
able to close it.” 

Indeed, after long disuse the stone was, as it were, 
stiffened on its hinges. It would be impossible to stir it 
henceforth. 

Monseigneiir,” added Halmaio, I hoped to close the 
passage, and that when the Blues entered, they would 
find no one here, and failing to understand it would 
believe that you had all vanished into smoke. But here, 
the stone will not move. The enemy will see the place 
open, and will be able to pursue us. But do not lose a 
moment. Quick ! all down the stairs.” 

L’lniMus placed his hand on Halmalo’s shoulder, — 
Comrade, how long will it take to go through this 
passage and reach a place of safety in the forest?” 

“No one is seriously wounded?” asked Halmaio., 

They replied,— - 

“No 0116 .” 

“ In that case, a quarter of an hour will be enough.” 

“ So,” replied Flm^ius, “ if the enemy should enter here 
in a quarter of an hour ? ” 

“ They could pursue us, but they would not reach us.” 

“But,” said the marquis, “they wdli be here in five 
minutes, that old chest will not hinder them long. A few 
blows with the butt-ends of their muskets will finish it 
A quarter of an hour ! who will keep them back for an 
quarter of an hour?” 

“ I will,” said ITmanus.” 

“You, Gouge-le-Bruant?” 

“I, monseigneur. Listen. Out of six, five of you are 
wounded. As for me, I haven’t a scratch.” 

“ Neither have I,” said the marquis. 

“You are the chief, monseigneur; I am the soldier, 
%© chief and the soldier are two different men.” 

“ I know it, we have each a different duty.” 

“No, monseigneur, you and I have the same duty; 
that is to save you.” 

LTm^nus turned toward his comrades, 

“Comrades, the enemy must be held in check and their 
pursuit retarded as long as possible. Listen ! I have all 
my strength, I have not lost a drop of blood ; as I am not 
wounded, I shall hold out longer than any of the rest of 
you. Go, all of you; leave me your guns, I shall make 
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good" use of them. I shall undertake to keep back the 
enemy a good half hour. How many loaded pistols are 
there 

‘‘ Four ” 

Put them on the floor*” 

They did as lie desired. 

That is right ; I will remain. They will find some one 
to speak to. How, quick, go all of you.” 

Critical situations make short thanks. They hardly 
took time to press his hand. 

« I shall see you soon,” said the marquis. 

‘‘No, monseigneur, I hope not. Not soon; I am going 
to die.” 

One after another they all entered the narrow staircase, 
the wounded going first. As they were descending, the 
marquis took the peiicii from his note-book in his pocket, 
and wrote some words on the stone which could no 
longer be turned, and which lift the passage open. 

“Come, raonseigneur, there is no one left but you/^ 
said Halmalo. 

And Halmalo started to go down* 

The marquis fallowed him. 

L’lmdnus wais left alone. 


CHAPTER XliX 

THE EXECUTIOKEB, 

The four pistols had been placed on the flags, for this 
hall had no floor; ITinanus picked up two of them, one 
m each hand. 

He went cautiously toward the entrance to the stair- 
case, which was obstructed and screened by the chest. 

The assailants evidently feared some surprise. One ot 
those final explosions which are the catastrophe of the 
conqueror as well as the conquered. The last attack was 
as slow and cautious as the first had been impetuous. 

They had not been able, they had not washed perhaps, 
to break through the chest with violence; they had 
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demoMied tlie bottom by beating it in witb their miis« 
kets, and bad made holes in the cover with their bayonets,, 
and through these holes they tried to see into the hall 
before venturing to enter it. 

The light from the lanterns with which they illuminated 
the staircase came through these holes. 

L’lmaiius noticed an eye looking through one of these 
holes. He quickly aimed the barrel of one of his pistols 
at this hole and pulled the trigger. The shot went off, 
and ITmaiius was rejoiced to hear a horrible cry. The 
bullet had put out the eye and gone through the head of 
the soldier who was looking through the hole, and the 
man had just tumbled backwards clown the stairs. 

The assailants had broken through the lower part of 
the cover in two quite large places and had macle two 
kinds of loopholes in it ; I’lmanus took advantage of one 
of these holes to pass his arm through, and to fire his 
second pistol at random into the throng of besiegers. 
The ball probably rebounded, for several cries were heard, 
as if three or four had been killed or wounded, and a 
great tumult among the men followed in the stairway, as 
they lost their footing and fell back. 

I/Im^nus threw down the two pistols which he had 
discharged, and took the two others ; then, with the two 
pistols in his two hands he looked through the holes in 
the chest. 

He ascertained the first effect produced. 

The assailants had gone back down the stairs. The 
dying were writhing on the steps ; on account of the 
winding he could only see three or four stairs. 

LTm^nus waited. 

So much time gained,” he thought. 

Just then he saw a man on his belly, crawling up the 
stairs, and at the same moment the head of a soldier 
lower down, appeared behind the central pillar of the 
spiral. 

L’linilnus aimed at this head and fired. There was a 
cry, a soldier fell, and rimanus changed from his left 
hand to his right, the last loaded pistol remaining. 

At the same time he felt a frightful pain, and it was 
Ms turn to shriek. A sword had entered his bowels. A 
band, the hand of a man who was crawling, had just 
passed through the second loophole in the lower part of 
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tbe cliests and this hand had plunged a sword into 
FlmHiiiis’s belly* 

The wound was frightful* His bowels were cut from 
one side to the other. 

LTmi,nus did not fall. He ground his teeth and saii^— 

That is good ! ” 

Then tottering and dragging himself along, he went 
back to the torch burning beside the iron door ; he laid 
down his pistol and took the torch, and holding with his 
left hand his bowels, which were gashing out, he lowered 
the torch with his right, and lighted the sulphur match. 

The fire caught, the match blazed. LTmanus left the 
torch still burning on the floor, took his pistol again, and 
having fallen on the flags, but lifting himself up again, 
blew the match with the little breath he had left. 

The flame ran along, passed under the iron door, and 
reached the castle bridge. 

Thcjii seeing liis accursed success, more satisfied, per- 
haps, with his crime than with his valor, this man who 
had just been a hero and was now nothing but an assassin, 
and was about to die, smiled. 

‘‘They will remember me,” he murmured; “in these 
little ones, I avenge our little one, the king in the Tem- 
ple* 
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I?IMANirS ALSO ESCAPES, 

At this very instant a great noise was heard, the chest 
violently pushed, gave way, letting a man pass who 
rushed into the hall, sword in hand. 

“ It is I, Radoub, if you want to know it, I am tired 
of waiting; I am raniiing a risk. Ko matter, I have just 
lipped open one. Now I will attack you all. How many 
are there of you ? ” 

It was Radoub, indeed, and he was alone. After the 
slaughter just madeby ITmaiius in the stairway, Oanvain, 
fearing a masked fougade, had recalled his men and con- 
sulted Cimourdain, 
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In this darkness through which the torch almost extin- 
giiishedj faintly gleamed,. Radonb, sword in hand on the 
threshold, repeated his question. 

“ I aiii alone. How many are yon ? ” 

Hearing nothing, he went forward. One of those jets 
of light occasionally given forth by a dying fire, and 
wliich might be called sobs of light, flashed from the 
torch aiidlighted up the whole hall. 

Radonb caught sight of one of those little mirrors fast- 
ened to the wall, went towards it, looked at his blood- 
stained face and hanging ear, and said, — 

‘‘ What a hideous mutilation.” 

Then he turned round, astounded to see the hall empty. 

“There is nobody here,” he exclaimed. “The effective 
force is zero.” 

He noticed the turned stone, the opening in the stair- 
case. 

“Ah! I see. The key to the fields. Come on, men, all 
of you ! Comrades, come on ! they are all gone. They 
have vanished, melted away, slunk away, decamped. This 
jug of an old tower was cracked. Here is the hole through 
which they escaped, the rascals! how can one expect to 
get the better of Pitt and Cobourg with such trickery as 
this! the devil himself came to their aid! There is no 
one here at all I ” 

Just then a pistol was fired, a bullet grazed his elbow 
and was flattened against the wall. 

“But there is some one here, after all. Who was so 
kind as to be so polite to me?” 

“ I was,” said a voice. 

Radonb looked around and made out something in the 
dim light which proved to he ITm^ims. 

“ Ah ! ” he exclaimed. “ I have one of them. The others 
have escaped, but you will not escape.” 

“ Do you think so ? ” replied ITmanus. 

Radonb took a step and stopped. 

“ Hallo, you man on the floor, who are you ? ” 

“ I am one who is down and who laughs at those who 
are on their feet.” 

“ What is that in your right hand ?” 

, “ A pistol.” 

“ And in your left hand ? ” 

“ My bowels.” 
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« I take yon prisoner.** 

‘^I defy you to do so.” 

And rlm^nus, bending over the burning match, blew 
Jiis last breath on the fire and died. 

A few moments later, Gauvaiii and Cimourdain, and 
all the others entered the hall. All saw the opening. 
They explored the recesses, they examined the stairway. 
It led into the ravine. They assured themselves that the 
enemy had escaped. They shook ITmanus. He was dead. 
Gauvain, with a lantern in his hand, examined the stone, 
which had given escape to the besieged ; he had heard of 
this turning stone, but he, too, considered the legend as 
a fable. As he was looking at the stone he noticed some- 
thing written with a pencil ; he held the lantern near and 
read this,-— 

** Au revoir^ monsieur le vicomte ^ — ^IjATirTEiirAc.”^ 

Gu4champ had rejoined Gauvain. Pursuit was evidently 
useless. Their escape was complete ; the whole country 
was in favor of the fugitive ; the thicket, the ravine, the 
copse, the natives ; they were, doubtless, already far 
away; there was no way to find them: and the whole 
forest of Foug^res was an immense hiding-place. 

What was to be done? all would have to be begun over 
again. Gauvain and Guechamp expressed their disap- 
pointment and their conjectures. 

Cimourdain listened in solemn silence. 

“ By the way, Guechamp,” said Gauvain, where is the 
ladder ? ” 

“ Commander, it has not come.” 

‘‘ But still we saw a wagon escorted by mounted 
men.” 

Guechamp replied, — 

“ It did not bring the ladder.” 

What did it bring, then ? ” 

« The guillotine,” said Cimourdaim. 
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CHAPTER XF« 

hetee put a watch and a key in the same pocket* 

The Marquis de Lantenac was not so far away as they 
thought. 

He was, nevertheless, perfectly safe, and beyond their 
reach. 

He had followed Halmalo. 

The stairway down which he had gone with Halmalo, 
after the other fugitives, ended very near the ravine and 
the arches of the bridge, by a narrow arched passageway. 
This passageway terminated in a deep natural fissure in 
the ground, opening into the ravine on one side, and' on 
the other into the forest. 

This fissure, entirely concealed from sight, wound 
under impenetrable vegetation. It wtiuIcI be impossible 
to capture a man there. A fugitive, having once reached 
this fissure had only to crawl away like an adder, and 
was safe from pursuit. The entrance to the secret pas- 
age from the stairway was so obstructed by brambles that 
those who had made this subterranean passage considered 
it useless to close it in any other way. 

The marquis had nothing to do now but to go on. 
There was no need of troubling himself about a disguise. 
Since his arrival in Brittany^ he had not taken off his 
peasant’s costume, considering himself thus more of a 
great seigneur. 

He merely took off his sword, the belt of which he urn- 
fastened and threw down. 

When llalmalo and the marquis emerged from the pas- 
sage into the fissure, the five others, Guinoiseau, Iloisnard 
Branche-d’Or, Brin-d’ Amour, Chatenay, and the Abb4 
Turmeau had disappeared. 

“ They were not long in getting away,” said Halmalo* 
Follow their example,” said the marquis. 

Does monseigneur wish me to leave him ?” 
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Certainly. I haYe already told you so. One can only 
escape alone. One can pass when two cannot. Together^ 
we should attract attention. Yen would be the cause of 
their capturing me, and I should be the cause of their 
capturing you.” ■ 

Does iiionseigiieur know the country f ” 

«Yes.” 

, “ Will monseigneur go to the rendezvous at the Pierro 
Gaiivaiii ? ” 

To-morrow, at noon.” 

I shall be there. We shall be there.” 

Ilaimalo interrupted himself. 

All I monseigneur, when I think that we were together 
on the open sea, that we were alone, that I wanted to kill 
you, that you were my seigneur, that you could have 
told me so, and that you did not tell me! what a man you 
are!” 

The marquis went on to say, — 

“ England ; there is no other resource. The English 
must be in France in two weeks.” 

I shall have inmiy accounts to give to monseigneur. 
I have fulfilled his commissions.” 

“We will talk about that to-morrow.” 

“ Good-bye till to-morrow, monseigneur.” 

“ By the way, are you hungry ? ” 

“ Possibly, monseigneur. I was in such haste to reach 
you that 1 do not know that I have eaten anything to- 
day.” 

The marquis took a cake of chocolate from his pocket, 
broke it in two, gave one half to Halmalo, and began to 
eat the other. 

“ Monseigneur,” said Halmalo, “ to your right is the 
ravine, to your left, the forest.” 

“Yerygood. Leave me. Go your way.” 

llalmaio obeyed. He plunged into the darkness.' A 
sound of brambles crackling was heard, then nothing 
more. After a few seconds it would have been impossible 
to retrace his footsteps. This land of the Bocage, rougii 
and inextricable, was the fugitive^’s aid. People did not 
disappear there ; they vanished. It was this facility for 
swift passing out of sight which made our armies hesitate 
before this ever- retreating Yendfe, and before its com 
batants — such formidable fugitives, b ; : ■ 
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The marquis remained motionless. He was one of those 
men who tried to have no feelings; but he could not 
restrain the emotion of breathing free air after having 
breathed so much blood and carnage. To feel himself 
perfectly safe after having been completely lost; after 
seeing the tomb so near, to take possession of absolute 
security ; to escape from death and come back to life, all 
this, even for a man like Lantenac, was a shock ; and 
although he had passed through similar experience before, 
be could not restrain his imperturbable soul from violent 
emotion for some minutes. He acknowledged to himself, 
that he was happy. He quickly subdued this feeling 
which almost resembled joy. 

He took out his watch and made it strike. What time 
was it? 

To Ills great astonishment, it was only ten o’clock. 

When one has gone through one of these sudden changes 
of fortune in human life, when everything has been ques- 
tioned, one is always amazed to find that minutes so full 
are no longer than others. 

The warning cannon had been bred a little before sun- 
set, and La Tourgue had been approached by the attacking 
column a half-hour later, between seven and eight o’clock 
just at nightfall. So, this colossal struggle, begun at eight 
o’clock, was over at ten. This whole epopee had lasted 
one hundred and twenty minutes. Sometimes the rap- 
idity of lightning is mingled with catastrophes. Events 
are so surprisingly short. 

If we stop to reflect, it is the contrary which is really 
astonishing; a resistance of two hours with so small a 
number against a number so large was extraordinary, and 
surely it was not short or soon over, this battle of nine- 
teen against four thousand, 

But it was time to be on his way. Halmalo must be 
far distant, and the marquis decided that there was no 
no need of staying there any longer. He put his watch 
back into his vest, not into the same pocket, for he had 
justnoticed that it was in contact with the key of the iron 
door, which I’lmanus had brought to him, and that the 
crystal of his watch was liable to be broken against this 
key, and he prepared to reach the forest in his turn. As 
he was about to turn to the left, it seemed to Mm as if he 
saw a dim light. 
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He turned around and through, the thicket, clearly 
defined against a red background, and suddenly made 
visible in its least details, he saw a great blaze in the ravine. 
Only a few strides separated him from the ravine. He 
went towards it, then changed his mind, finding that it 
was of no use to expose himself to this bright light ; what- 
ever it might be it did not concern him, after all ; he took 
the direction which Halmalo had shown him, and went a 
few steps toward the forest. 

Suddenly, deeply buried and bidden under the brambles 
as he was, he heard a terrible cry above his head ; this 
cry seemed to come from the very edge of the plateau 
above the ravine. The marquis raised his eyes^ and 
stopped* 
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CHAPTER i 

FOUISTD BUT LOST* 

When Michelle Fi^cliard caught sight of the tower red* 
dened by the setting sun, she was more than a league 
away from it. Although she could hardly walk a step, 
she never hesitated to traverse this league. Women are 
weak, but mothers are strong. She had walked. 

The Bvn had set : twilight came, then tliick darkness ; 
as she walked along she heard from the distance eight 
o’clock, then nine, ring out from a belfry ^Yhicll could not 
be seen. This belfry was probably that of Parigne. Now 
and then she stopped to listen to certain strange sounds 
like dull blows, which were possibly some of the mysteri- 
ous noises of the night. 

She went on straight ahead, breaking away the furze 
bushes and the sharp heath under her bleeding feet. She 
was guided by a feeble light coming from the distant 
keep jnaking it stand out, and giving a mysterious radi- 
ance to this tower. This light became brighter as the 
sound of blows grew more distinct, then it went out. 

The vast plateau where Michelle Flechard was passing 
along was nothing but grass and heather, -without a house 
or a tree ; it rose imperceptibly, and as far as one could 
see, rested its long, straight, hard line against the dark, 
starry horizon. What kept her up in this ascent was the 
fact that the tower was continually before her eyes. 

She saw it slowly increase in size. 

The muffled reports and the pale gleams of light com-* 
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ing from tlie tower, as we have just said, were intermit* 
tent; they would cease, then begin again, oifering a 
strange, cruel enigma to the wretched mother in distress. 

Suddenly they ceased ; both sound and light, all disap* 
peared ; there was a moment of perfect silence, a sort of 
melancholy peace ensued. 

At this very moment, Michelle Flecliard reached the 
edge of the plateau. She saw at her feet a ravine, the 
bottom of which w^as lost in the thick darkness of the 
night ; at some distance on the top of the plateau an en- 
tanglement of wheels, taluses, and embrasures, which 
was a battery of camions, and in front of her, dimly 
Ulumined by the lighted matches of the battery, an 
'enormous edifice whicli seemed built with shadows blacker 
than all the other shadows which surrounded her. 

This edifice was composed of a bridge, the arches of 
which plunged into the ravine, and of a sort of castle 
rising above the bridge, and the castle and the bridge 
were joined to a lofty, dark, round object, which was the 
tower towards which the mother had walked from so 
great a distance. 

The lights were seen to come and go through the 
windows of the tower, and from the noise proceeding from 
it one would have guessed that it was filled with a crowd 
of men, and the shadows of some of them were cast above, 
even on the platform. 

Near the battery there was an encampment, the mounted 
sentries of which Michelle Flechard had noticed ; but in 
the darkness among the brambles, she had not been seen 
by them. 

Siie had come to the edge of the plateau, so near the 
bridge that it seemed to her as if she could almost touch 
it with Irer hand. The depth of the rayine separated her 
from it. In the darkness she could make out the three 
stories of the. castle on the bridge* 

Ail measure of time had been blotted out of her mind, 
and she remained long absorbed and dumb before this 
yawning chasm and this shadowy building. 

What was it ? what wm going on there ? was it la Tour- 
giie? slie was dizzy with a strange expectation, so that 
she could hardly tell whether she was just arrivMig or 
going away. She asked herself why she was there* 
Sheiooked, she listened. , 
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^ Smcideiiiy^ stie could no longer tstre anything^. A cionii 
of smoke rose between her and what she was looking at« 
A keen smarting sensation made her shut her eyes. She 
had hardly closed her eyelids when they grew red and 
became luminous. She opened them again. 

It was no longer night before her, it was light as day ; 
but a kind of funereal daylight, the daylight which comes 
from a fire. The beginning of a conflagration was before 
her eyes. 

The black smoke had grown scarlet and in it there was 
a great flame ; this flame appeared, then disappeared, wdth 
the ferocious twisting peculiar to lightning and snakes. 

This flame came out like a tongue from something re« 
sembling a mouth, and which was a window^ full of fire. 
This window grated wdth iron bars already red hot, was 
one of those in the lower story of the castle built on the 
bridge. This window was the only feature of the whole 
building Avhicli could be seen. The smoke covered every- 
thing, even the plateau, and only the edge of the ravine, 
black against the red flame, could be made out. 

Michelle Flechard looked on in astonishment. Smoke 
is a cloud; a cloud is a dream; she no longer knew what 
she saw. Ought she to go away ? ought she to remain ? 
she felt almost beyond reality. 

A breath of wind passed by and broke through the cui’- 
tain of smoke, and through the rent the tragic bastille, 
suddenly disclosed, rose visible in its entirety,— keep, 
bridge, chatelet; dazzling, terrible, magnificently gilded 
by the fire, illuminated by it from top to bottom. Michelle 
Flechard, in the ominous distinctness of the fire, could 
see it all. 

The lower story of the castle built on the bridge was 
burning. 

Above it, the two other stories could be seen, still un- 
touched, but as if borne in a basket of flames. From the 
edge of the plateau, where Michelle Flechard was, the 
interior could be dimly seen through the rifts between 
the fire and the smoke. All the windows were open. 
Through the windows in the second story, which were 
very large, Michelle Flechard couki see, against the walls, 
l“;he bookcases, which seemed to her to he filled with books, 
and, in front of one of the window^s, on the floor, in the 
dim light, a little confused group ; something which looked 


NmErT-TBMSK 813 

Indistinct and huddled together, like a nest or a brood, 
and which looked as if it moved now and then. 

She looked at it. 

What was this little group of shadows ? 

Occasionally, it came into her mind that it resembled, 
living forms; she was feverish, she had eaten nothing 
since morning, she had walked without resting, she was - 
worn out, she felt as though she were in a sort of hallu- 
cination which she instinctively mistrusted ; still, her eyes 
becoming more and more fixed, could not leaye that dark 
heap of objects, probably inanimate, and apparently 
motionless, lying there on the floor of that hall above the 
fire. 

Suddenly, the fire, as if it had a will power, sent forth 
from below, One of its jets, towards the great dead ivy 
covering the same front at which Michelle Fleohard was 
looking. It seemed as if the flame had just discovered 
this network of dry branches ; a spark seized it eagerly, 
and began to mount along the shoots with the frightful 
swiftness of a train of powder. In a twinkling, the flame 
reached the second story. Then, from above, it lighted 
up the interior of the first. A sudden blaze brought into 
relief three little beings fast asleep. 

It was a charming little heap, — arms and legs inter- 
twined, eyelids closed, a smile on their fair faces. 

The mother recognized her children. 

She uttered a frightful cry. 

This cry of inexpressible anguish is only given to 
mothers. N'othing is more fierce, and nothing more 
touching. When a woman utters it, one would think it 
was a she- wolf ; when a she- wolf gives it, it sounds like 
a woman. 

This cry of Michelle Flechard’s was a howl. Hecuba 
bayed, says Homer. 

It was this ci’y which the Mai’quis de Lantenac had 
just heard. 

We have seen that he stopped. 

The marquis was between the outlet of the passage 
through which Halmalo had helped him to escape and 
the ravine. Through the brambles intertwined above 
him, he saw the bridge in flames, la Tourgue red from 
the reflection, and, through the opening between two 
branches, he saw above hi** bead, on the other side, on 
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the edge of the platform, opposite the burning castle and 
in the Ml light of the fire, a haggard, pitiful figure, a 
woman bending over the ravine. 

This figure was no longer Michelle Flechard; it was 
Medusa. ' The wretched are terrible. The peasant 
woman w’-as transformed into one of the ' Eiimeiiides. 
This country woman, vulgar, ignorant, unreasoning, had 
sucldenly asumed the epic proportions of despair. Great 
sorrows have a gigantic power of enlarging the soul; 
this mother rejiresented maternity ; everything which 
sums up humanity is superhuman ; she rose then, on the 
edge of this ravine, before this confiagration, before this 
crime, like a power from the grave; her cry was like 
that of a wiki beast, and her gestures like those of a 
goddess; her face, from ^YhiGh proceeded imprecations, 
seemed like a masque of flame. ISTothing could be more 
sovereign than the lightning of her eyes bathed in tears ; 
her eyes fashed lightning on the fire. 

The marquis listened. This fell on his ear ; he heard 
something strangely inarticulate and heartrending, more 
like sobs than words. 

Ah ! my God ! my children ! those are my children I 
help I fire ! fire ! fire ! but you are bandits ! is there no 
one there? but my children will be burned! Ah! how 
tenable ! Georgette I my children 1 Gros-xllain, Rene- 
Jean! but what does it mean? nvho put iny children 
there? they are asleep. I am mad! it is impossible! 
Help!” 

Meanwhile, there was a great confusion in la Tourgue 
and on the plateau. The wdiole camp ran around the fire, 
which had just burst out. The besiegers, after being 
concerned with the firing, were now concerned with the 
fire. Gauvain, CimoiiiMain, Guechamp, gave orders. 
Wliat was to be done? there were but a few buckets ot 
water to be drawn from the shallow brook in the ravine. 
Their distress increased. The wdiole edge of the plateau 
was covered with frightened faces looking on. 

It was a frightful sight. b 

They looked on, and could do nothing. 

The flames, by means of the ivy w^hich had taken fire, 
had reached the upper story. There it had found the 
granary full of straw and had seized upon it. The whole 
granary was now burning. 
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^Rie flameB danced ; the JoyMness of flames is a dole- 
fti! thing* It seemed as if some malicious breath wei-e 
fanning the fire in this funereal pile. It might have been 
thought that the grim Flm^nus was wholly there, 
changed to a whirlwind of sparks, living in the murder- 
ous life of the conflagration, and as if this monster of a 
soul had turned to fire. * 

The story where the library was had not yet been 
reached, the height of its ceiling, and the thickness of 
its walls retarded the time when it would take fire, but 
the fatal moment was drawing near; the fire in the fii'st 
story licked it, and the flames in the third story caressed 
it. The awful kiss of death touched it. Below, a cellar 
of lava, above, an arch of embers ; if a hole should break 
through the ceiling, the children would be buried in the 
live coals. Een4-Jean, Gros- Alain, and Georgette were 
not yet awake, they were sleeping the deep, quiet sleep 
of childhood ; and through the folds of flame and smoke, 
which alternately covered and disclosed the windows, 
they could be seen in this grotto of fire, behind this 
meteoric blaze, peaceful, graceful, motionless, like three 
confiding child Jesiises, asleep in a hell; and a tiger 
would have wept to see these roses in this furnace and 
these cradles in this tomb. 

Memi while, the mother was wringing her hands. 

Fire ! fire ! I say. Are they all deaf that they do 
not come? They are burning my children! Come, you 
men oyer yonder. I have walked days and days, a;nd 
and this Is how I find them. Fire ! help the angels ! In- 
deed they are angels I What have those innocent little 
creatures done? the men shot me, and now they are 
burning them I Who does such things ? Help! save my 
children I Don’t you hear me ? One would take pity on 
a dog I My children! they are asleep ! Ah! Georgette! 
I see her dear little stomach! Ren6-Jean! Gros-Aiain! 
Those are their names. You see that I am their mother. 
It is abominable that such a thing as this should happen, 
I have walked days and nights, as I told a woman this 
morning. Help! help! fire! You are monsters! It is 
horrible! the oldest is not five years old, the little one 
less than two. I see^ their little bare legs. They are 
asleep, good, holy Virgin! the hand of Heaven gave them 
to me. and the hand ' of hell is taking them from me, ' And 
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I liaTe walked so far ! Mj children that I fed trom 
breast! And I thought I was unfortunate not to find 
them ! Have pity on me ! I want my children, I must 
ha¥e my, children I And yet they are in the fire ! See 
how iny poor feet are all covered with Mood. Help ! It 
is not possible that there are men on the earth who would 
leave these poor little ones to die like this ! Help ! mur*^ 
der 1 The like of this was never seen before. Ah, you 
brigands ! What is this frightful house ? You stole them 
away from me to kill them! Jesus have pity I I want 
my children. Oh, I do not know what I can do ! I can- 
not let them die ! help I help 1 lielp ! Oh, if they should 
die like this I should hate God ! ” 

During the mother’s awful supplication, voices were 
heard on the plateau and in the ravine, 

^‘Aladder!” 

There is no ladder 
Water!” 

There is no water I ” 

^^TJp there in the tower^ in the second story^ there is a 
door.” 

It is of iron.” 

Burst it open ! ” 

It cannot be done ! ” 

And the mother redoubled her desperate appeals,— 

Fire ! help ! Hurry ! Oh, kill me ! My childreik, 
my children 1 Ah ! the horrible fire ! Take them out of 
it, or throw me in, too I ” 

In the intervals between her cries was heard the calm 
crackling of the fire. 

The marquis felt in his pocket and touched the key to 
the iron door. Then bending down under the archway 
through which he had made his escape, he went back iut# 
the passage from which he had just come ouL 
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A WHOLE army in despair over an impossible rescnef 
four thousand men unable to help three children; such 
was the situation. 

They had no ladder; the ladder sent from Javen4 had 
not arrived ; the conflagration increased like the opening 
of a crater ; to try to put it out with water from the brook 
in the ravine, which was almost dry, was ridiculous ; it 
would be like throwing a glass of water on a volcano. 

Cimourdaiii, Guecliamp, and Radoiib had gone down 
Into the ravine ; Gaiivain had gone back into the hall in 
the second story of la Tourgiie, where were the turning 
stone, the secret way of escape, and the iron door of the 
library, it was there that rimanus had lighted the sul- 
phur match ; it was there that the fire had started. 

Gauvain had taken twenty sappers with him. The 
only resource was to break open the iron door. It was 
fatally closed. 

They began by using axes. The axes broke, A sapper 
said, — 

Steel is like glass against this iron,” 

The door was made of double sheets of wrought iron, 
bolted together, each three fingers in thickness. 

They took iron bars and tried to pry open the door* 
The iron bars broke. 

Like matches,” said the sapper. 

Gaiivam, dubious, murmured, — 

^N’othing but a camioii-ball could open this door* We 
should have to bring a cannon up here.” 

But how?” said the sapper. 

There was a moment of despair. All these powerless 
arms hung motionless. Dumb, conquered, dismayed, 
these men were considering the horrible immovable door- 
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A red reflection passed underneatli* The fire was increas* 
Ing behind it. 

The frightful corpse of Flmdnus was there, ominously 
victorious. 

A few minutes more, perhaps, and everything would 
give way. 

What was to be done? there was no more hope. 

Gaiivaiii in exasperation cried, with his eye fixed on the 
turning stone in the wall and on the exit left open by the 
fugitives,— 

“And yet here is where the Marquis do Lantenac made 
his escape!” 

“ And where he returns,” said a voice. 

And a white head appeared in the stone framework of 
the secret door. 

It xras the marquis. 

Gauvain had not seen him so near for many years. He 
drew back. 

All who were there remained in the same position, 
petrified. 

The marquis had a large key in his hand. He cast a 
haughty look at the sappers in front of him, walked to 
the iron door, bent under the arch and put the key into 
the key-hole. The lock grated, the door opened, a gulf of 
flame met their eyes, the marquis entered it. 

He went into it with a firm step, holding his head 
high. 

All followed him with their eyes, shuddering. ‘ 

The marquis had taken but a few steps in the burning 
hall, when the floor, undermined by the fire and shaken 
by his footsteps, fell in behind him, leaving a precipice 
between him and the door. The marquis never turned 
his head but went straight on. He disappeared in the 
smoke. 

N’othing more was seen of him. 

Had he been able to go farther? Had a new pit of fire 
opened under him ? Had he only succeeded in being lost 
himself ? They could not tell. They had nothing before 
them but a wall of smoke and flames. The marquis was 
beyond it, dwi or alive. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

'THE CHIIJlBEir AWAKES. 

is the meantime, the children had at last opened th^r 
eyes. 

The fire, which had not yet reached the library, threw 
a rosy glow on the ceiling. The children were not famil- 
iar with this kind of a dawn. They looked at it. Geor- 
gette contemplated it. 

All the splendors of the fire were displayed there; the 
black hydra and the scarlet dragon appeared in the shape- 
less smoke, superbly dark and vermilion. Long tongues 
of flame blew off and lighted up the darkness, and it 
seemed like a battle of comets runnmg one after another. 

A fire is prodigal ; the live coals are full of jewels, which 
are scattered to the winds ; it is not without reason that 
charcoal is identical with the diamond. 

In the wall of the third story, cracks opeired, through 
which the embers poured down into the ravine cascades 
of precious stones ; the heaps of straw and oats burning 
in the granary began to stream through the windows in 
avalanches of gold dust, the oats became amethysts, and 
the straws, carbuncles. 

“ Pretty,” said Georgette. 

All three had risen. 

« Ah ! ” cried the mother; “ they are waking up! ” 

Rene-Jean got up, then Gros- Alain got up, then GeoiN 
gette got up. 

RenAJean stretched out his arms, went towards tha 
window and said, — 

“I’m warm.” 

“ I warm,” repeated Georgetta 

The mother called to them. 

“My children; Ren4! Alain! Georgette!” 

The children looked around them. They tried to find 
out what it all meant. When men are terrified, (fluids 
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are only curious. It is difficult to frighten those who are 
easily astonished j ignorance causes fearlessness. Chil- 
dren have so little claim on hell, that if they should see it 
they would admire it. 

The mother repeated,™ 

, «Rene! Alain! Georgette!^ 

ReB6-Jean turned his head; this voice attracted his 
attention; children have short memories, but their power 
of recollection is quick ; to them the past is but yesterday. 
Rene- Jean saw his mother, found it quite natural,- and, 
surrounded as be was hy strange objects, feeling a vague 
need of support, he cried, — 

^‘Mammal’’ 

«« Mamma!’’ said Gros-Alain. 

Mamma! ” said Georgette. 

And she held out her little arms. 

And the mother shrieked, “My cMidren!’’ 

All three came to the window ; fortunately^the Are wm 
Bot on that side. 

“ I am 'too warnsj” said Een^» Jean* 

He added, — 

“It burns.” 

And he looked at Ms mother. 

“ Come, mamma.” 

“ Turn, mamma,” repeated Georgette. 

The mother with disordered hair, all scratched, and 
bleeding, had let herself roll through the brambles into 
the ravine. Cimourdaiii was there with Guechamp, as 
helpless below as Gauvain was above. The soldiers, in 
despair at being of no use, swarmed around them. The 
heat was intolerable but no one felt it. They considered 
the escarpment of the bridge, the height of the arches, 
the elevation of the stories, the inaccessible windows, and 
the necessity for prompt action. Three stories to climb | 
no means of accomplishing it. 

Radoub, wounded, with a sword-cut in his shoulder^ 
and one ear torn off, dripping with sweat and blood, cam® 
running up ; he saw Michelle Fiechard. 

“ Hold on,” said he, “you are the woman who was shot I 
so you have come back to life again ?” 

“ My children,” said the mother. 

“You are right,” replied Radoub| “we have no time tQ 
apend with ghosts.” 
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He began to scale the bridge, a futile attempt; lie 
itiried Ms nails in the stone, he climbed up a little way ; 
but the courses were smooth, not a break, not a relief, 
the wall was as correctly pointed as though it had been 
new, and Radoub fell back. 

The dreadful fire continued ; in the window frame, now 
all red, could be seen the three fair heads. Then Radoub 
shook Ms fist towards heaven, as if looking for some one, 
and said, — 

this thy dealing, good God.’^ 

The mother on her knees clasped the piers of the bridge 
crying, ‘‘ Mercy ! ” 

Heavy cracking was heard above the snapping of the 
fire. The panes of glass in the bookcases in the library 
cracked, and fell with a crash. It was evident that the 
woodwork was yielding. Ho human power could avail. 
A moment more and all would be destroyed. They were 
waiting for the fatal moment. The little voices were 
heard calling: ^‘Mammal Mammal” The people were 
In a paroxysm of despair. Suddenly, at the window next 
the one where the children w^ere, against the crimson 
background of the flames, appeared a tall form. 

Every head was raised, every eye became fixed. A man 
was up there, a man w’as in the library, a nian was in the 
furnace. This form stood out black against the flames, 
but it had white hair. They recognized the Marquis de 
'^'imtenac. 

He disappeared, then lie appeared again. 

The terrible old man rose before the window with an 
enormous ladder. It was the escape ladder which had 
been placed in the library, and which he had gone to look 
for, and had dragged from the side of the wall to the 
window. He seized it by one end, and with the masterly 
agility of an athlete he slid it out of the window, siip- 
portiiig it on a Jutting of the wall, and let it down to the 
bottom of the ravine. Radoub, below, wild with delight, 
held out Ms hands, too!: the ladder, held it firmly in his 
arms, and cried : ' Long live the Republic !” , 

The marquis replied : Long live the King ! ” 

' And Radoub growled: ' ‘‘You may cry anything you 
like, and say all the foolish things you will, you are from 
the good God, all the same ” 

The ladder was fixed in place; communication was es* 

81 


WmJSTY^THEEE, 


tablislied between the burning hall and the ground ; 
twenty men ran forward, with Radoub at their head, and 
In a twinkling they placed themselves in a row on the 
rounds, like masons carrying stones. It made it a living 
ladder over the ladder of*' wood. Radoub at the top of the 
ladder touched the window. He was facing the fire. 

The little army, scattered in the heather and on the 
slopes, pressed forward, distracted by every emotion at 
once, rushed over the plateau into the ravine^ on the 
platform of the tower. 

The marquis disappeared again^ then re-appeared^ 
bringing one of the children. 

There was a tremendous clapping of hands. 

The marquis happened to have seised the oldest. It 
was Gros- Alain. 

Gros- Alain cried ; « I’m afraid.” 

The marquis gave Gros- Alain to Radoub, who passed 
Mm down behind him to a soldier, who passed him to 
another, and, while Gros- Alain, very much frightened and 
crying, was being taken thus from arm to arm to the 
bottom of the ladder, the marquis, after a moment’s ab* 
sence, came back to the window with Ren 4 -Jean strug- 
gling and crying. The little fellow struck Radoub just 
as the marquis passed him on to the sergeant. 

The marquis went back into the hail full of flames. 
Georgette was left alone. He went to her. She smiled. 
This man of stone felt something moist come into Ms 
eyes. He asked : What is your name 
’Orgette,” she said. 

He took her in his arms ; she was still smiling, and 
just as he gave her to Radoub this conscience so lofty 
and yet so dark was dazzled by her innocence, and the 
old man gave the child a kiss. 

It is the little girl I ” said the soldiers ; and Georgette 
111 her turn passeo aownfrom hand to hand to the ground, 
amidst cries of adoration. 

They clapped their hands, they stamped their feet ; the 
old grenadiers sobbed, and she smiled at them. The 
mother was at the foot of the ladder, panting for breath, 
beside herself, intoxicated with all this surprise, suddenly 
exalted from hell into paradise ; excess of joy bruises the 
heart in its way. She held out her arms, she received 
first Gros- Alain, then RenWTean, then Georgette, she co¥« 
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ered them with kisses, then she burst out laughing and 
fell down in a faint. 

A great cry arose : All are saved I ” 

Indeed, all were saved, except the old man. 

But no one gave him a thought; perhaps, he did not 
even think of himself. 

He reniained at the edge of the window for some mo- 
ments, in thought, as if he wished to give the gulf of 
flame time to decide upon its action. Then, slowly, de- 
liberately, proudly, he stepped out through the window, 
and, without turning round, straight, erect, leaning back 
against the rounds, with the fire behind him, facing the 
precipice, he began to descend the ladder in silence, with 
the majesty of a phantom. 

Those who were on the ladder hastened down ; all pres- 
ent shuddered. This man coming from above filled them 
all with a holy honor, as though he had been a vision. 
But he plunged solemnly into the darkness before him ; 
while tliey dre w back^ he was approaching them ; the 
marble pailor of bis face was without n change ; his ghostly 
eyes had not a gleam of light ; at each step that he took 
towards these men, \\diose friglitened eyes were fixed on 
him in the darkness, he seemed taller, the ladder trembled 
and creaked under his solemn step, and be seemed like 
the statue of a commander going down into the tomb. 

When the marquis was at the bottom, when he had 
reached the last round and had placed his foot on the 
ground, a hand was laid on^ Ms collar. He turned* 
around. 

*T arrest youA said Cimourdain. 

‘'1 sanction it/’ said Laiitenac. 


MIMMir-mSEM, 


32 € 


BOOK SIXTH. 

THE BATTLE. AFTER THE VICTORY. 


CHAPTER L 

E.-AjSiTEKAC taken/ 

fss marquis had really descended into the 
. They led Mm away. ' 

' The crypt dungeon in the ground floor of la Toiirgne 
#as immediately re-opened under Cimoiirclaiii^s stern eye | 
a lamp, a Jug of water, some hard tack, were placed in it,, 
a bundle of straw was thrown into It, and, in less than a 
quarter of an hour after the moment when the priesP:, 
hand had seized the marquis, the door of the dungeon was 
closed on Lantenac. ■ ■ 

Having done this, Cimourdain went to find Gaiivain ; 
Just then the distant church of Parign4 sound, ed eleven 
o’^CAOck in the evening | Cimourdain said to Gauvaiii,-— • 
am ^oing to convoke a court-martial ; you wdl! ■ not 
take part in it. ■ You are a CauvaiB, and LantehaO' is a 
Gauvain. You are too nearly related to be a Judge and 
I blame EgalM. for' having Judged Capet., -The' corat^ 
martial will be .composed of these Judges ; an officer, Cap« 
tain Gu^champ;,,a„sub-offlcer, Sergeant Radoub; and my« 
self, who will preside. Nothing of all this will concern 
you. We^ shall conform' to the decree of the Convention ; 
we shall limit 'ourselves to establishing the identity of the 
former Marquis de Lantenac.; , To-morrow, the court® 
martial; the ^ day after, .■ the guillotine^' La. '.Vendee is 
dead/» 

Gauvain made no' answer, and Cimourdain, preoccupied 
with the final' duty which remained for' him to perform, 
left hiiii. Oimoiirdain bad hours to appoint and places ta 
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select. Like Lequinio at Granville, like Talien at Bor- 
deaux, like Chiller at Lyons, and like Saint- Just at 
Strasbourg, he was in the habit of being present in person 
at executions, as it was considered a good example ; the 
Judge came to see the executioner do his work ; a custom 
borrowed by the terror of ’93 from the paiiianiexits of 
France and the Inquisition of Spain. 

Gauvain, too, was preoccupied. 

A cold wind was blowing in the forest. Gauvain, leav- 
ing Gu^champ to give the necessary orders, went to his 
tent ill the meadow on the border of the wood, at the foot 
of la Tourgue, and got his hooded cloak and wrapped 
himself up in it. This cloak was edged with the simple 
braid which, according to the Republican fashion for sober 
ornaments, designated the commander-in-chief. He began 
to walk about in this bloody meadow, where the assault 
had begun. He was alone there. The fire was still 
burning, although of no consequence now; Radoiib was 
with the children and their motlior, almost as maternal 
as she; the chatelet on the bridge was nearly burned to 
the ground, the sappers were attending to the fire, men 
were digging ditclies, burying th: tead, caring for the 
wounded; the re tirade had been destroyed, the corpses 
removed from the rooms and stairways, the place made 
clean after the carnage, the terrible filth ol victory swept 
away, the soldiers, with military quickness, did what 
might bfe called the house- work after the battle. Gauvain 
saw nothing of ail this. 

So deep in thought was he that he scarcely glanced at 
the post near the breach, doubled by Cimourdain’s orders. 

He could see this breach in the darkness about two 
hundred feet from the corner of the meadow where he had, 
as it were, taken refuge. He saw the black opening. It 
was there that the attack had begun, three hours before; 
it was through this that Gauvain had entered thetow^er; 
there on the ground-floor was where the retirade had been ; 
the door leading to the dungeon where the marquis was 
confined was on this ground floor. The men posted at 
the breach guarded the dungeon. 

While he was strainijig his eyes to make out this 
breach, these words, like a knell, came back confusedly to 
his ear: “To-morroWs the court-martial; the day after^ 
the guillotine ” 
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The fire, which had been ' isolated^ and on which the 
sappers threw all the water they could obtain^ did not die 
out without a struggle, and occasional flames still leaped 
forth; now and then the cracking of the ceilings and the 
crash of one story falling on ■ another was" heard; then 
eddies of sparks whirled, through the air as though a torch 
had been shaken, a bright light illuminated the farthest 
horizon, and the shadow of le Tourgue, grown suddenly 
gigantic, stretched out. as far as the forest. 

Gauvain walked slowly back and forth in this shadow, 
in front of the breach of assault. Occasionally, he crossed 
his hands behind his head, covered with the blood of his 
war-eloak. He was lost in thought. 


CHAPTER II 

FREEDOM OE DEATH— WHICH? 

His thoughts were fathomless. 

An unexpected change of opinion had just taken place in 
him. 

The Marquis de Lantenac had been transfigured. 

Gauvain had been a witness of this transfiguration. 

He would never liave believed that such things could 
result from any eomph cation of events. Never, even in 
his dreams, had he imagined that anything of the kind 
could happen. 

The unforeseen, that strange, haughty power which 
plays with man, had seized Gauvain and held him fast. 

Gauvain had before him an impossibility become a 
reality, visible, palpable, inevitable, inexorable. 

What did he, Gauvain, think of this? 

It was not a matter to be evaded; it must be decided. 

A question w^as asked him ; he could not escape from it. 

Asked by whom? 

By.' events. 

And not alone by events. 

^ For when events, which are changeable, ask us a ques- 
tion, justice, which is immutable, calls upon us to reply. 
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Behind the cloud, which casts a shadow ■ over us, there 
S a star, giving iis a ray of light, 

We can no more escape from the light than from the 
shadow. 

Gauvain went through an examination. 

He was in the presence of some one. 

Before a formidable judge. 

His own conscience. 

Gauvain felt everything wavering within him. His 
firmest resolutions, Ms most carefully made promises, his 
most irrevocable decisions, everything was swaying in the 
depths of his will. 

There are earthquakes in the soul. 

The more he reflected on what he had just seen, the 
more he was disturbed. 

Gauvain, a Republican, believed himself to be, and 
really was just. 

A superior justice had just been revealed to Mm. 

Above Revolutionary justice, there is human justice. 

What was taking plaoe was not to be evaded ; the fact 
was solemn ; Gaixvin s/as a part of this fact ; he was in it, 
and could not get out of it; and, although Cimourdain had 
said to him, “ this no longer concerns you,” he felt some- 
thing as a tree does when it is xmlled up by the roots. 

Every man has Ms base; if this base is shaken it 
causes a profound disturbance; Gauvain felt this dis- 
turbance. 

He pressed his head between his hands, as if to press 
out the truth; to get at the exact bearings of such a sit- 
uation was not an easy matter, nothing could be more 
difficult ; he had formidable figures before him, of which 
he must get the sum total ; to do the addition of destiny, 
how bewildering ! he undertook it; he tried to give an ac- 
count of himseif ; he endeavored to eollect his ideas, to 
discipline the struggling forces which he felt within him, 
and to recapitulate the facts, “ 

He laid them out before his mind. 

Who has never taken a similar account of himself, and 
questioned himseif, in extreme circumstances, on the 
course to pursue, whether to advance or retreat ? 

Gaiivin bad just seen a miraculous spectacle. 

A celestial battle had taken place : at the same time as 
the terrestrial. 
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The battle of good against evil. 

A terrific soul had just been vanquished. 

Gauvain had just seen a miracle i3erformed in the cas$ 
of a man full of all that is bad:— violence, error, Mind* 
ness, unhealthy obstinacy, pride, selfishness. 

The victory of humanity over man. 

Humanity had conquered the inhuman. 

And by what means? in what way? how had it over- 
come, the giant of anger and hatred? What arms had It 
used ? what engine of war ? The cradle. 

Gauvain had jiist been dazzled. In the midst of civil 
war, in the midst of the conflagration of all enmity and all 
vengeance, in the darkest and maddest moment of the 
tumult; Just as the crime was giving forth all its fire and 
hatred, all its blackness ; at that instant in conflict when 
everything becomes a projectile, when the struggle is so 
shrouded in darkness, that justice, honesty, and truth are 
lost sight of; — suddenly the ITnknown, the mysterious 
monitor of souls, poured forth respleiidently, above ail 
human light and darkness, the great light eternal. 

Above the dismal encounter, between the false and the 
relative, out of the depths, the face of truth had suddenly 
appeared. 

All at once, the strength of the weak had intervened. 

Three poor beings, almost newborn, unconscious, de- 
serted, orphaned, alone, lisping, smiling, wxn*e seen face 
to face with civil war, retaliation, the frightful logic of 
reprisals, murder, carnage, fratricide, rage, malice, all the 
Gorgons, and yet triumphant. He iiacl seen the failure 
and defeat of an infamous fire, set to commit a crime ; he 
had seen atrocious intentions baffled and frustrated ; he 
had seen the ancient feudal ferocity, the old inexorable 
disdain, the pretended experience of the necessities of 
war, the reason ot State, all the arrogant determinations 
of a cruel old age, vanish before the blue eyes of those 
who had scarcely begun to live; and it ^vas very natural, 
for one who has not yet lived can have done no harm ; it 
was justice, it was truth, it was purity and the mighty 
angels of heaven are in little children. 

A useful spectacle ; advice; a lesson; the frantic parti oh 
pants in a merciless war had suddenly seen, in the face of 
all the crimes, of all the outrages, of all the fanaticism, of 
the murderer, of vengeance stiiring the funeral pile, of 
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death, coming with a torch in. Ms hand, above the enor- 
mous legion of sins, arise this all-eonquering power, inno- 
cence. ■ . 

And innocence had- been victorious. 

And one could say : ""hTo, civil war does not exist ; bar- 
barity does not exist; hatred does not exist; crime does 
not exist ; darkness does not exist : this aurora, childhood, 
is sufficient to scatter ail these spectres. 

A^ever, in any struggle, had Satan been more visible 
nor God. 

This battle had liad a human conscience for its arena. 

The conscience of Lantenac, ■ 

Now, it ^ 1? as beginning over again, more furious and 
still more decisive, perhaps, in another conscience. 

The consci'eneo of Gauvairn 

What a l')altle-field is man! 

We are slaves to these gods, to these .monsters, to these 
giants, — our thoiiglits. 

' ' Often, tliese terrible combatants trample our souls 
underfoot' 

Gao. vain meditfited. 

Tiie Marquis de Lanteriac, surrounded, blockaded, corn 
demned outla'wed; held fast, like the wild beast i:n the 
ch’ciis, like a snail in pincers; slmt up in his home, now 
become his prison ; enclosed on all sides by a wail of iron 
and' of fire, — had succeeded in getting away; he had peiN 
foiMiied a 'miracle of escape. He had made that master- 
stroke, the most difficult of all in such a war, Sight. He 
had taken possession of tl.ie forest, to intrench himself 
there; of the country, to fight in it; of the darkness, to 
disap'pear \n it He had again become the terrible one, 
coming imd going; the sinister ivaiiderer; the captain of 
the invisible ; the cliief of tinderground meii ; the .master 
of the woods. Gaiivain had the victory ; Lantenac had 
liberty. Lantenac, henceforth, had security, a bound- 
less course before him, an inexhaustible choice of places of 
refuge, lie was intangible, lost to sight, unapproachable. 
The lion had been taken in a snare, and had escaped 
from it. . . 

Well, he had returned to it. . 

The Marquis de Lantenac had voluntarily, spontaneously, 
of Ms own free will, left the forest,' darkness, security, lib- 
erty, to return ipiclauntedly into the most frightful danger. 
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Once, Gauvain liad seen him, when lie rushed into the fire 
at the risk of being swallowed up by it ; a second time, 
when he came down the ladder to give himself up to his 
enemies — that ladder, a means of safety for others, for 
him a means of destruction. 

And why had he done this ? 

To save three children. 

And now, what was going to be done with him? 

He would be guillotined. 

Were these three children his own? No. Did they 
belong to his family? No. To his rank? No. For three 
poor little ones, foundlings, unknowm, in rags, barefooted, 
this nobleman, this prince, this old man, saved, delivered, 
a conqueror, — for escape is a triumph, — had risked 
everything, compromised everything, put all things into 
doubt; and, while he was delivering the children, he 
proudly surrendered his life, — his life till then so terrible, 
now so majestic, he offered it up. 

And what were they going to do with it? 

Accept it. 

The Marquis de Lantenac had the choice between the 
life of others and his own; in this superb option, he had 
chosen death. 

And they were going to grant it to him. 

They were going to Mil him. 

What a reward for heroism ! 

To respond to an act of generosity with an act of 
cruelty ! 

To give this stab to the Revolution! 

What a belittling of the Republic! 

While a man of prejudices and slavish ideas, suddenly 
transformed, was returning to humanity, they, then men 
of freedom and enfranchisement, clung to civil war, to the 
routine of blood, to fratricide. 

And the lofty divine law of pardon, of abnegation, of 
redemption, of sacrifice, existed for the combatants of error, 
and did not exist for the soldiers of truth ! 

What! not engage in this struggle of magnanimity! 
Be resigned to this defeat; the stronger to become the 
■weaker, the victors to.; become murderers, and to have it 
said that on the side of the. monarchy there were those 
w’^ho saved children, and on the side of the Republic' those 
who killed old men! 
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He would see tills great soldier, this powerful octogeii^ 
arian, this uiiarmed warrior, stolen rather than taken^ 
eaptiirecl while doing a good deed, bound with his own per* 
mission, with the sweat of a splendid self-sacriiioe still 
on his brow, mount the steps of the scaffold as one 
mounts the degrees of an apotheosis 1 And they would 
put this head, around which would soar in supplication 
the three souls of the little angels he had saved, under 
the chopping knife. And before this punishment so in- 
famous for the executioners, a smile would be seen on 
the face of this man, and on the face of the Kepublic, a 
Mush! ^ 

And this would take place in the presence of Gauvain, 
the chief! 

And, although able to prevent it, he would refrain 
from doing so I And he could content himself with this 
haughty dismissal, — this no longer concerns you ! And 
he was not to perceive that in a deed so monstrous, 
between the one who accomplishes it and the one who 
allows it to be done; the one who allows it to be done is 
the worst, because he is a coward ! 

But the death of this man, had he not promised it ? he, 
Gauvain, the merciful man, had he not declared that 
Lantenac was an exception, and that ho would give Laii- 
tenao up to Cimoiirdain ? 

This head, it was his debt Well, he was paying. That 
was all. 

But was it the same life ? 

Thus far, Gauvain had only seen in Lantenac the bar# 
barons warrior, the fanatic support of royalty and feu# 
dalism, the slaughterer of prisoners, the assassin set loose 
by war, the deadly man. He had not feared this man; 
this proscriber, he would proscribe him ; this implacable 
one would find him implacable. Nothing could be more 
simple, the way was marked out, and dismally easy to 
follow, everything had been foreseen, they would kill 
Mm who kiUed others, they were in the straight line of 
horror. This line had been unexpectedly broken, an un- 
forseen turning revealed a new horizon, a metamorphosis 
had taken place. An unknown Lantenac entered on the 
scene. A hero came forth from the monster ; more than 
a hero, —a man. More than a soul, ~a heart. It was no 
longer a murderer that 'Gauvain had before Mm, but a 


8m 


MiNETT^tSSSR 


garloiir. GmwdM was oTercome hj a food of celestial 
light. LaBteiiac had just struck Mm with a tliiiiiderboit 
of kindness. 

And Lantenac transformed would not transform Gau- 
vain! What I this blow of light would have no counter- 
blow. The man of the past would go ahead, and the man. 
of the future remain behind! The man of cruelty and 
superstition would spread sudden wings, and would soar 
above and see crawling under him, in the mire and in the 
darkness, the man of ideals ! Gauvaiii would reniaiii m 
the old cruel rut, while Lantenac would rise. 

Still another thing. 

The family ! 

This blood that he was going to shed,»-».for to allow it to 
be shed was the same as shedding it himself. Was it not 
his own blood, Gauvain’s? his grandfather was dead, but 
Ms great-uncle was alive ; and this gTeat-uncle was the 
Marquis de Lantenac. Would not the brother who was 
in the grave rise to prevent the other from entering it? 
would he not order his grandson henceforth to respect 
that crown of white hair, sister to Ms own halo? had 
there not passed between Gauvain and Lantenac the in* 
dignant glance of a spectre ? 

Was the aim of the Revolution then to pervert man’s 
nature ? had it been brought about to destroy the family, 
to stifle humanity ? far from it. It was to’affirm these 
supreme realities, and not to deny them that ’89 had 
arisen. Overthrowing the bastilles was delivering 
humanity; abolishing feudalism was founding the family. 
The author being the starting-point of authority, and 
authority being included in the author, there can be no 
other authority than fraternity; hence the legitimacy* of 
the queen bee whp creates her people, and, being mother, 
is queen; bence the absurdity of the man king who, as h^ 
is not the father, cannot be the master ; hence the sup- 
pression; hence the Republic. What is all this? it is 
the family, it is humanity, it is the Revolution. The 
Revolution is the accession of the people, and at bottom 
the people is man. 

The question was whether,,, when Lantenac bad lust 
returned to humanity. Gauvain would return to *' th 9 
family. 

The question was whether the uncle and the nepbeW: 
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would be uiiiteci in the superior iiglitj or whether the 
nephew w^ouM respond to the uncle’s progress by taking 
ft backward step* 

The question, in this pathetic debate between Gauvain 
and Ms conscience stood thusg and seemed to solve itself i 
to save Lanteiiac* 

Yes, but France f 

Here the face of the perplexing problem ' suddenly 
©hanged. 

What! France at bay! France betrayed, opened^ 
dismantled! She was without a moat, Germany had 
crossed the Rhine; she was without a wall, Italy had 
passed the Alps, and Spain, the Pyrenees. She had the 
great gulf, the ocean, left. She had that In her favor* 
She could depend on that, and, a giantess, supported by 
the mighty sea, could fight against the whole earth* An 
im pregnaWe situation after all* 

Well, no, this situation would fail her. This ocean was 
no longer hers. In this ocean there was fingland. Eng- 
land, it is true, did not know how to cross it. Weil, a 
man was going to throw a bridge across to her, a man was 
going to hold out his hand to her, a man was going to say 
to Pitt, to Craig, to Cornwallis, to Dundas, to the pirates i 
Comet” A man was going to cry; ^England^ take- 
Franco! ” 

And this man was the Marquis de Lantenac I 

They held this man* After three months of chasing, of 
pp'^'suit,. of desperation, they had finally captured him* 
The hand of the Revolution had just been laid on the 
wretch ; the clenched hand of ’93 had taken the royalist 
murderer by the collar | through one of the effects of that 
mysterious premeditation from on high which mingles 
with human affairs, this parricide was now awaiting 
punishment in his own family-dungeon ; the feudal man 
was in the feudal oubliette ; the stones of his own castle 
rose against him and closed over him, and he who wished 
■ to betray his own country was betrayed by his own house.. 

God had evidently planned ail this; the hour of justice 
had come, the Revolution had taken this public enemy 
prisoner; he could no. longer wage war, he could no longer 
fight, he could no longer do any harm; in this ¥end4e 
where there were so many arms, . he was the only man 
with brains j to put an end to him was to put an end to the 
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ciyil war ; they had possession of Mm ; tragic but forttmatB 
catastrophe ; after so much massacre and carnage, he wac 
there, the man who had killed others, and whose turn it 
was to die. 

And if he shoold find some one to save him ! 

Cimoiirdain, that is to say ’98, held Lantenac, that is tn 
say the monarchy, and if he should find some one to snatch 
its prey from this claw of bronze ! Lantenac, the man in 
whom concentrated that sheaf of scourges called the past, 
the Marquis de Lantenac was in the tomb, the heavy, eternal 
door was closed on him, and if some one should come from 
outside to slide the bolt ! this social malefactor was dead, 
and with him the revolt, the fratricidal contest, the beastly 
war, and if some one should bring him back to life I 

Oh ! how this death’s head would laugh ! 

How this spectre would say, ^*^Very good, here I am 
alive ; idiots ! ” 

How he would set himself to his hideous work again ! 
How Lantenac would plunge again, implacable and full of 
delight, into the gulf of hatred and of war ! The very next 
day how the people would again see houses burning, 
prisoners massacred, the wounded finished, women 
shot I 

And, after all, did not Gauvaln exaggerate this deed 
which fascinated him so ? 

Three children were lost ; Lantenac had saved them« 

But who was the cause of their being lost ? 

Was It not Lantenac ? 

Who had put those cradles into the fire ? 

Was it not iTmdnus ? 

Who was ITmanus 

The lieutenant of the marquis. 

The general is the one responsible. 

So the incendiary and the assassin was Lantenae*- 

What bad he done that was so admirable ? 

He had not carried out his purpose — nothing more. 

After having planned the crime he had retreated from it. 
It had seemed to him too horrible. The mother’s cry had 
awakened in him those inmost depths of human pity, a sort 
of storehouse of universal life, which exists in all souls, 
even the most hardened. At this cry he had retraced Ms 
stey\s. From the night into which he had plunged, he had 
gQ-p^ back towards the daylight. After having done the 
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erime, lie undid it. All his merit lay in this, that he had 
not been a monster at the very last. 

And for so little give him back everything ! give him 
back space, the fields, the flames, the air, daylight ; give 
him back the forest, which he would use to protect Ms 
bandits ; give him back liberty, which he would use for 
servitude; give him back life, which he would use for 
death ! 

As for trying to come to an understanding with him, 
as for any desire to treat with this proud soul, as for 
proposing to give him his liberty conditionally, as for 
asking him to consent, provided his life was saved, to 
abstain henceforth from ail hostility and all revolt, — what 
a mistake such an offer would be, what an advantage they 
would give him, what scorn they would strike against, as 
he would buffet the question with his reply, as he would 
say : “ Keep your shame for yourselves ! Kill me ! ” 

There was really nothing to be done with this man but 
to kill him or to set him free. There was no way of 
access to this man. 

He was always ready to take flight or to sacrifice Mmself ; 
he was his own eagle and his own precipice. A strange 
soul. 

Kill him ? What an anxiety I Set Mm free? What a 
responsibility ! 

If Lantenao should be saved, the war with la Vendee 
would have to be begun all over again, as with a hydra, 
as long as its head is not cut off. In a twinkling, and 
with the swiftness of a meteor, the flame, extinguished by 
the disappearance of this man, would blaze forth again. 
Lantenao would not rest until he had realized that execrable 
plan of placing, like the cover of a tomb, the monarchy 
over the Republic, and England over France. To save 
Lantenac was to sacrifice France ; Lantenac’s life meant the 
death of a multitude of innocent beings, men, women, and 
children, taken in the toils of domestic war; it meant the 
landing of the English, the retreat of the Revolution, 
towns plundered, the people slaughtered, Brittany bleeding, 
the prey given back to the lion’s claws. And Gauvain, in 
the midst of all sorts of uncertain glimmerings and con- 
tradictory lights, saw dimly outlined in Ms thoughts this 
problem rising before him : setting the tiger at liberty. 

And then the ijuestion came back again under its tet 
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aspect; tbe stone of Sisyphus, wMcli is nothing but the 
quarrel of man with himself, fell down again : Was Laii« 
tenac this tiger f 

Perhaps he had been, but was he any longer ? GaiiYaln 
went through those winding mazes of the iiimcl coilin g 
about itself, which make thought resemble an adder, 
Really, even after examination, could he deny Xaii ten ac’s 
devotion, his stoic abnegation, his superb disinterestedness;^ 
What ! In the presence of all the open mouths of civil 
war to testify to humanity ! What ! in the conflict of 
inferior truths to bring in truth superior ! wiiat ! to x)rov6 
that above royalties, above revolutions, above earthly 
qiiestioiis, there is the immense emotion of the human soulf 
the protection due to the weak from tlie strong ; safety due 
to those who are lost, from those who are safe; paternity 
due to all children, from all old men! To prove these 
inagnificent things, and prove them by the gift of his life! 
What! to be a general, and renounce strategy, battle, 
revenge! WTiat! to be a royalist, to take the scales, to 
place on one side the king of France, a monarchy of 
fifteen centuries, the reestablishing of old laws, the resto- 
ration of ancient society, and on the other, three little 
insignificant peasants, and to find the king, the throne, the 
sceptre, and the fifteen centuries of monarchy tip the 
beam, against this weight of three innocent children! 
What ! all that , 70 for nothing I What ! one who had 
done that remain a tiger and deserve to be treated like a 
wild beast ! 

'JSTo ! no ! no ! it was not a. monster of a man who had 
just iiluminated civil war wdtii the light of a divine action ! 
The sword-bearer had been metamorphosed Into an angel 
of light. Infernal Satan had x’eturned as the celestial 
Lucifer. Lantenac had been redeemed from all his bar- 
barities by an act of sacrifice ; in losing himself materially, 
he had saved himself morally ; he had become innocent; 
he had signed his own pardon. Does not the right to 
pardon one’s self exist ? Hencefortli, he would be worths 
of worship. 

Lantenac had just been extraordinary. It was now 
Gauvain’s turn. 

Gauvain was called upon to respond to him. 

The strugglingof good andevilpassioiis at this moment 
were turning the world into chaos; Lantenac, riilmg over 
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this chaos, had just freed liumaiiity from it; it was now 
for Gauvain to free the family from it. 

What was he going to do? 

Would Gauvain disappoint trust in God ? 

'Eo. And lie stammered in his inmost hearts «We 
must save Laiitenac.” 

Well, that is good. Go on, help the English. Be a 
deserter. Pass over to the enemy. Save Lantenac and 
betray France. 

And he shuddered. 

Thy solution is no solution at all, oh dreamer ! Gauvain 
saw in the darkness the ominous smile of the sphinx. 

This situation was a sort of terrible meeting of roads, 
where struggling truths come to' an. end and eonfront each 
other, and where man’s three highest ■ ideas, humanity,- 
the family, the fatherland, look each other steadily in the 
face. 

Each of .these voices in turn began to speak, ..and each 
.ill turn spoke the truth. How' to -choose ? Each in turn 
.seemed to fi.nd the union of wisdom and justice, and said : 
«I)o this,” -'Was this -what he ought to do? Yes. No. 
Keason said one thing, sentiment said another ; the two 
counsels were contrary. Reasoning is only reason ; senth 
inent is often conscience ; one comes from man, the other 
-{ro.m above. . 

: That is why sentiment has less clearness and more - 
power. 

But what strength in stern reason ! 

„ .Gauvain .hesitated. 

Fierce perplexities. 

..: Two abysses.. opened in front of Gauvain. To. destroy 
the marquis? or to save him? It would be necessary to 
plunge into one. or -the other. 

Which of these two abysses was duty? 

' as. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

THE GEJfBBAL’S CIOAK* 

,1t was Indeed a question of duty* 

Duty rose forbidding, before Cimoitrdsiii ; 
before Gauvain, 

Plain, before one ; complex, ¥arie (!5 tortuous, before the 
other. ' ■ 

The hour of midnight struck, then one o’clock In ttio 
morning. 

Without being aware of it, Gauvain had imperceptiblj 
approached the entrance of the breach. 

The fire now only threw a diffused reflection and was 
dying out. 

‘ The plateau, on the other side of the tower, was lighted 
with the reflection, and became visible occasionally, and 
then was eclipsed as the smoke covered the fire. This 
blaze, fiariiig op suddenly and then cut off by sudden 
darkness, robbed objects of their proportions, and gave 
the sentinels in the camp the appearance of ghosts. Gau- 
vain, as he meditated, vaguely watched the flames and 
smoke come and go. This appearance and disappearance 
of liglit before his eyes was strangely analogous to the 
appearance and disappearance of truth in his mind. 

Suddenly, between two clouds of smoke, a flame from 
the dying bed of coals vividly lighted up the top of the 
plateau and brought out the crimson form of a wagon. 
Gauvain looked at this wagon; it was surrounded by 
horsemen wearing military caps. It seemed to him that 
it. was the wagon which Giifichamp’s spyglass had brought 
into sight on the horizon, some hours, "before, just as the 
SUB was setting. Some men were on^lie wagon, ana 
seemed busy unloading it. What they were taking from 
the wagon seemed heavy^ and occasionally .gave out a 
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sound like iron ; it avouM have been difficult to tell AAdiat 
it was ; it looked like frame Avork ; tAVo of them got doAvii 
and placed a box upon the ground, AAdiich, to judge from 
its shape, contained some triangular object. 

The flame died out, eAmrything disappeared in the 
darkness ; Gau vain, Avith his eyes vstili fastened on the 
spot, Arondered Avhat there Avas over there in the dark- 
ness. 

The lanterns were lighted, there was coming and going 
©ff the plateau ; but the forms moving about were confused, 
and, moreover, Gaiivain, below, and on the other side of 
the ravine, could not, see what was on the very edge of 
the plateau. 

Voices Avere talking, but he could not tell what they 
said. Kow and then, blov/s sounded on wood. He heard 
too, a strange metalllG grating, like the sound of the whet- 
ting of a scythe. 

Two o’clock struck. 

Gauvain went slowly towards the breach, like one who 
would willingly take two steps forward and three back. 
Recognizing, in the dim light, the cloak and braided hood 
of the commander, the sentinels presented arms at his 
approach. Gauvain went into the hall on the ground floor, 
now transformed into a guardr oom. A lantern \A^as hang* 
ing from the arch. It gave just light enoiigli to en- 
able one to cross the hall without stepping on the me!i 
beiongiiig to the post, who were lying on the straw on the 
floor, and for the most part asleep. 

They had lain down there ; a few hours before, they had 
been fighting there; the grapesliot, scattered under them 
in grains of iron and lead, which had not been entirely 
swept away, disturbed their rest soineAAdiat ; but they AA^ere 
weary, and sank to sleep again. This hall had been the 
place of horror; here had been the attack; tiere they had 
roared, howled, gnashed their teeth, given bloAvs, killed, 
expired; many of them had fallen dead on the pavement 
where they were noAv lying asleep; this straw which 
served them for beds had dyunk up the blood of their 
comrades ; now, it was over, the blood was stanched, the 
sabres were dried, the dead were dead; they were sleeping 
peacefully. Such is war. And then to-rnorroAV every- 
. body will sleep the same sleep. 

: AAGatttaiii entered^ some of these drowsy men rose, 
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among others, the officer commanding the post. Gauvain 
pointed to the door of the dungeon,— 

^ “ Open for me,” he said. 

The bolts were drawn, the door opened. 

Gaavain went into the dungeon. 

The door closed behind hinv 
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BOOK SEVENTH. 

FEUDALISM AND EEFOLUTION. 


CHAPTER L 

THE ANCESTOR. 


A LAMP stood on the flagstones of the crypt^ beside tlio 
■jqaare air-hole of tiie oubliette. 

The jug filled with water, the soldier’s bread, and a 
oundie of straw were also on the floor. As the crypt 
was hewn out of the rock, the prisoner who had a fancy 
for setting his straw on fire would have his trouble for 
his pains; no risk of fire for the prison; certain as* 
phyxiation for the prisoner. 

When the door turned on its hinges, the marquis was 
walking about his dungeon ; a mechanical going to and 
fro, peculiar to all caged wild beasts. 

At the noise made by opening and then closing the 
door, he raised his head, and the lamp on the floor between 
Gauvain and the marquis shone full on these two ine% 
now face to face. 

They looked at each other, and this look was such that 
it made them both motionless. 

The marquis burst out laughing, and exclaimed,— 

« Good*iaorning, sir. It is many years since I have had 
the good fortune to meet you You are very kind to come 
to see me. I thank you. I- ask for nothing better than 
to have a little talk. It was beginning to be tedious. 
Your Mends are losing time, establishing identity, court- 
martial, all these formalities take a long time. I should 
be quicker about it. I am at home here. Have the good- 
ness to com© Mm V/ellg what' do you think of all that ia 




going on f It is originals isn’t it ? Once there was a Mug' 
and a queen; the king was the Mug; the queen was 
France. They cut off the king’s head, and married the 
queen to Robespierre ; this gentleman and this lady had 
a daughter whom they named the guillotine, and it seems 
that I am to make her acquaintance to-morrow morning, 
I shall be charmed to do so, — as 1 am to see you. Have 
you come for that? Have you risen in rank? Shall you 
be the executioner? If it is merely a visit of friendship, 
I am touched by it. Monsieur le Yicomte, perhaps you 
no longer know what a nobleman is. Well, here is one ; 
that is, myself. Look at him. It is strange. He believes 
ill God, he believes in tradition, he believes in the family, 
he believes in his forefathers, he believes in the example 
of his father, in fidelity, in loyalty, in the duty towards 
his prince, in respect for old laws, in virtue, injustice; 
and he would have you shot with pleasure. I beg of you, 
have the kindness to sit down* On the floor, it is true ; 
for there are no easy-chairs in th^s drawing-room ; but he 
who lives in the mire can sit on ‘he floor, I do not say 
this to offend you, for what we call mire, you call the 
nation. Doubtless, you willnot compel me to cry ‘ Liberty! 
Equality! Fraternity r This was once a room in m^ 
own house ; formerly, the seigneurs put peasants here ; 
now, the peasants put seigneurs here. This nonsense m 
called a Revolution. It seems that I am to have my head 
cut off in thirty-six hours. I see no inconvenience in 
that. But, If they were polite, they would have sent me 
my snuff-box, which is up in the room of mirrors, where 
you played when a child, and where I used to trot you 
on my knee. Sir, I am going to tell you one thing; you 
are called Gauvain, and, strange to say, you have noble 
blood in your veins, by Heaven ! the same blood as mine, 
and that blood which makes me a man of honor, makes 
you a blackguard. Such are circumstances. You will 
tell me that it is not your fault. Nor mine. By Heaven ! 
one may be a malefactor without being aware of it. It is 
in the air one breathes ; in times like ours, one is not 
responsible for his acts ; the Revolution makes a rascal of 
everybody ? and our great criminals are great innocents. 
What blockheads! Beginning with yourself. Allow me 
to admire you. Yes,i^flmire a boy like you, who, a man 
of rank® of good positJ^ in the State® having noble blood 



WmBTr-THEME. 


to shed, for no'ble causes, viscount of this Toiir-Gauvain, 
prince of Brittany, a duke by right, and a peer by inlierit- 
ance, whicli is nearly all that can be desired here below, 
by a man of good sense, — amuses himself, being what he 
is, by being what you are, so that he seems to his enemies 
like a villain, and k his friends like an idiot. By the 
way, give my regards to monsieur the Abbe Cimourdaiiif ’ 
The marquis spoke easily, calmly, without emphasizing 
any of his words, in his social tone of voice, his eye clear 
and quiet, both hands in his pockets. He stoppecl speak« 
ing, drew a long breath, and went on, — * 

“ I will not conceal from you the fact that I did what I 
could to kill you. Just as you see me, I have myself 
personally aimed a cannon at you. A discourteous pro- 
ceeding, I admit 5 but it would be depending on a bad 
maxim to imagine that an enemy in war should try to be 
agreeable to you. For we are at war, my nephew. 
Everything is lire and blood. Kevertheless, it is true that 
the king has been killed. Fine times!’' 

He stopped again, then went on,— 

To think that none of these things would have happened, 
if Voltaire had been hanged and Rousseau had been sent 
to the galleys I Ah ! People of intelligence, what a 
shame! Ah, what do you reproach this monarchy with? 
It is true, they sent the Abb6 Pucelle to his abbey in 
Corbigny, giving him the choice of an equipage, and all 
the time he wished in which to make the journey ; and, 
as for your Monsieur Titon, who, if you please, had been 
a very dissipated man, and who frequented the houses of 
loose women before taking part in the miracles of Deacon 
Paris, — he, I say, was transferred from the castle of 
Vincennes to the castle of Ham in Picardy, whicli is, I 
confess, a pretty detestable place. There were^ grievances ; 
I remember very well ; I have also protested in my time 5 
I was as stupid as you are!” ■ 

The marquis felt in his pocket, as though searching for 
his snuff-box, a»d went on,- — ' 

«‘‘But not so bad. We talked for the sake of talking. 
There was also a meeting in the way of investigations and 
petitions ; and then came these philosophers, but they 
burned their works instead of their bodies; and court 
intriguers got themselves mixed up in it. We had ail 
Ihos# bwbies,™Turgot, Quesnay, Maleshorbes, the phy- 


344 


^fmMTr-mEEm 


siocrats, efej— and the qiiarre! began again* . 'Itwas all 
the fault of these scribblers and poetasters. The Ency* 
elopffidia! Diderot! d’Alembert! Ah, those rascally 
good-for-nothings I The idea of a man of good birth like 
the King of Prussia getting taken in by them* If I had 
been he, 1 should have squelched all paper Bcratcliers* 
Ah! we G-aiivains used to be great lovers of Justice in old 
clays ! Here, on the wall, you can see the marks left by 
the quartering- wheels I We did not allow any nonsense. 
Ko, no ; no scribblers* As long as there are men like 
Aroiiet, there will be Marats. As long as there are low 
fellows who use their pens, there will be knaves who use 
their daggers ; as long as there is ink, there wall be blots; 
as long as the paw of man holds the goose quill, frivolous 
stupidities will engender cruel stuiiidities. Books cause 
crimes. The word * chimsera’ has two meanings : it sig- 
nifies ^ dream’ and it signifies ^ monster/ How dear we 
have to pay for trash. What is the meaning of your song 
about ^rights’? Rights of man! rights of the people! 
All that is empty enough, stupid enough, imaginary 
enough, senseless enough I Now, when I say ; ^Havaise, 
sister of Conan IL, brought the County of Brittany to 
Hocl, Count de Nantes, and Cornwall, who left the throne 
to Alain Pergant, uncle to Bertha, who married Alain le 
Koir, Seigneur of la Roche-sur-Yoii, and had by him 
Conan 3e Petit, grandfather of Guy or Gauvain de Thouars, 
our aucestoi",’ I make a definite statement, and there is a 
right for you. But your idiots, your knaves, your miser- 
able wretches, what do they call their rights? Deioiclo 
and regicid:* Ah! how hideous it all is! Ah, the 
scoundrels! I am sorry for you, sir; for. you are of the 
proudest blood of Brittany ; you and I have for our grand- 
father Gauvain de Thouars ; we have, moreover, among 
our ancestors that great Due de Montbazon, who was a 
peer of France, and honored with the Collar of the Orders, 
who attacked the suburb of Tours and was wounded at 
the battle of Arques, and died, Master of the Hounds, in 
his own house of Couzi^res in Touraine, at the age of 
cighty-six, I might name to you also the Due de Landu- 
nols, son of the Lady of la Garnache, of Claude de Lor- 
raine, Due de Chevreuse and of Henri de Lenoncourt, and 
of Fran 9 oise de Laval-Boisdauphin. But what is the use ‘r 
Uon^ieur h^s the honor of being m idiot, and he ciaiiuj^ 
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tie rigiit of beiiig’ tlie equal of my groom, liriow tills: ' 
I was an old man when you were still a brat I have 
wiped your nose for you, and I could do it still. In grow 
ing to the stature of a man, you have succeeded in be- 
littling yourself. Since we last met, we have each gone 
in our own way : I, in the direction of honesty ; you, in 
the opposite direction. Ah! I do not know how all this 
W'ill end : but these gentlemen, your friends, are noble 
beggars ! Ah 1 yes ; it is fine ; I am in perfect sympathy 
with all these splendid signs of progress ; in the pmy, 
the punishment of giving the drunken soldier a pint of 
cold water for three days running has been abolished; 
you have your maximum, your convention, your Bishop 
Gobel, your Monsieur Chaumette and Monsieur Hebert, 
and you have wiped out all tlie past at one fell swoop, 
from the Bastille to the Almanach. You are putting 
vegetables in place of saints. All right, citizens, he our 
masters, rule, take your ease, do what you please, do not 
stand on ceremony. But it will not in the least prevent 
religion from being religion, or royalty froni filling fifteen 
hundred years of our history, and the old 1 rench nobles, 
even after you have cut off their heads, from standing 
higher than you. 

As to your quibbles about the historic right of royal 
families, we shrug our shoulders at it. Chilperic, in 
reality, was only a monk named Daniel ; Rainfroi set up 
Chilperic to annoy Charles Martel. We know these things 
as well as you do. That is not the point. This m the 
question : to be a gi^eat Kingdom, to be the ancient France, 
to be this magnificent land of system, according to wdiich 
first the sacred person of the monarch, absolute lord of 
the state, is regarded, then the princes, then the crown 
officers ill charge of tlie army on land and sea, of the 
artillery, and the direction and superintendence of fi- 
nances. Then came the judges of the higher and lower 
courts, folloived by the officials engaged in the revenues 
and receipts of custom, and lastly the police of the king- 
dom in its three orders. There was something fine 
and noble in this system. You have destroyed it. You 
■ have destroyed .provinces, like the miserable ignoramuses 
that you are, without having an idea of what the provinces 
were. The genius of France is made up of the very 
genius of the contineiita and each one of the provinces of 
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France represented a virtue of Europe. The iugenuous- 
ness of Germany was in Picardy; the generosity of 
Sweden, in Champaign ; the industry of Holland, in 
Burgundy ; the activity of Poland, in Languedoc ; the 
sobriety of Spain, in Gascony ; the wisdom of Italy, in 
Provence; the subtility of Greece, in Kormandy; the 
fidelity of Switzerland, in Dauphine. 

‘‘You knew nothing of all that. You have broken, 
shattered, smashed, destroyed, and you have been blindly 
acting like brutes. Ah I you will have no more nobility. 
Yery well, your wishes will be gratified. Mourn for 
them. You will have no more paladins, no more heroes. 
Farewell, grandeur of old! Find me an Assas now! 
You are all afraid for your skins ! You will have no 
more chevaliers like Fontenoy, who saluted before deab 
ing the deathblow. You will have no more combatants 
like those who fought in silk stockings at the siege of 
Lerida; you will have no more of those proud tourna- 
ments when plumes flashed by like meteors; you are a 
people which has run its course ; you will indure invasion, 
which is a rape. If Alaric II. returned from the dead he 
would not find himself confronting Clovis ; if Abd4ram0 
came back he would not find Charles Martel to face him. 
If the Saxons came back they would not find Pepin. You 
will have no more heroes like Agnadel, Rocroy, Lens, 
Staffarde, Nerwinde, Steinkirk, La Marsaille, Raiicoux, 
Lawfeld, Mahon. You will no longer have a Marignan 
with Fran9ois I.; no longer Bou vines, with Philippe- 
Auguste taking prisoner with one-hand Renaud, Count 
of Bologna, and with the other, Ferrand, Count of 
Flanders. You will have Azincourt, but you v/ill have 
no Sieur de Bacqueville, grand bearer of the oriflamme, 
wrapping himself in his banner, to meet his death. Go! 
go ! do your work ! Be the new men ! Become pigmies I 

The marquis was silent for a moment and then con- 
tinued, — 

“But leave us great. Kill the kings, kill the nobles, 
kill the priests, slaughter, destroy, massacre, trample 
everything under foot ; grind the ancient maxims under 
your heels, trample on the throne, stamp down tlie altar, 
blot out God, dance on the ruins! That Is your affair. 
You are traitors and cowards, incapable of devotion and 
I have spoken. Now have me guillotinedj 
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monsieur le vicomte, I have the honor to be your most 
h 11 inble servant.” 

And he added, 

1 I tell you the truth about yourself ! What 
4ifference will it make to me ? lam dead.” 

''You are free,” said Gauvain. 

And Gauvain stepped towards the marquis, took oi! his 
commander’s cloak, threw it over Lantenac’s shoulders 
and pulled the hood down over his eyes. They were of 
the same height. 

" Well, what is this that you are doing ?” said the 
marquis. 

Gauvain raised his voice and cried s " Lieutenant, open 
the door!’’ ^ 

The door opened, 

Gauvain said : Take care to close the door behind med' 

And he pushed the astonished marquis outside. 

The lower hall changed to a guardroom, as will be re« 
jnembered, was lighted only by a horn lantern making 
objects dimly visible, and the darkness there was more 
powerful than the light. In this faint glimmer, those of 
the soldiers wdio were not asleep saw w^alk through their 
midst towards the entrance a tall man wearing the 
braided cloak and hood of the commander-in-chief ; they 
gave the military salute, and the man passed on. 

The marquis slowly crossed the guardroom, made his 
way through the breach, hitting his head more than once, 
and went out. 

The sentinel, thinking it was Gauvain, presented arms. 

When he was outside, with the grass of the fields 
under his feet, two hundred paces from the forest, with 
space, night, liberty, life, before him, he stopped and 
stood still for a moment like a man who has offered no 
resistance, who has yielded to surprise, and having taken 
advantage of an open door, tries to find out whether be 
has acted well or ill, hesitatos before going farther, and 
listens to a last thought. After a few moments of careful 
reflection, he raised his right hand, snapped Ms thumb 
and middle finger, and said: 

And he went on his way. 

The door of the dungeon had closed again. Gauvaill 
was inside. 
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CHAPTER IL 

THE COUHT-MAHTIAL. 

CoHRTS-MAETiAL at that time Avere encloAA^ed with very 
nearly discretional poAA^ers, Dumas, at the legislatiA^e 
Assembly, had sketched out a plan for military legislation, 
re.Aised iater on by Talbot, at the Council of the FiAm 
Hiiiidred, but a hnal code for councils of Avar was not 
framed till the time of the empire. It is from the em- 
pire, by the Avay, that dates tlie obligation imposed upon 
military tribunals to begin taking A-otes from officers of 
inferior rank. This laAv Avas not in existence at the time 
of the Revolution. 

In 1793, the presiding officer of a military tribunal Avas 
pnicticaily the Avhole tribunal himself ; he chose the 
members, classed the ordei‘s of rank, regulated the mode 
of A' oting ; he Avas master as AA^ell as judge. 

Cimourdain had selected for the council-room of the 
court-martial, this same hall on the ground floor Avhere 
tlie retirade had been and Avhere the guardroom Avas now. 
lie intended to make short Avork of everything, the Avay 
from the prison to the tribunal, and the passage from the 
tribunal to the seaffiold. 

At noon, in conformance with his orders, the court aaais 
in session Avith the folloAAung adjuncts, — three straw- 
seated chairs, a deal table, tAAm lighted candles, a stool in 
front of the table. 

TIi2 chairs AA^ere for the judges and the stool for the 
accused. At each end of the table there Avas another 
stool, one for the commissioner-auditor, AAdio was a 
quartermaster, the other for the clerk, who Avas a cor- 
poral. 

On the table Avas a stick of red sealing- Avax, the copper 
seal of the Republle, tAvo ink-stands, some sheets of Avl iite 
paper, and two printed placards, spread out open, one 
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coBtaining the declaration of outlawing, the other tliede^, 
cree of the Convention. 

Behind the middle chair was a group of tricolored flags ; 
ill these times of rude simplicity, decorations were 
quickly made, and it took little time to change a guard- 
room into a court of justice. 

The middle chair, destined for the presiding offieeri 
faced the door of the dungeon. 

The soldiers were the public. 

Two gendarmes guarded the stool. 

Cimourdain was seated on the middle chair, having 
Captain Gueoliamp on his right as first judge, and on his 
left the Sergeant Radoub, as second judge. 

He wore his hat with a tricolored plume, Ms sabre at 
his side, his two pistols in his belt. His scar, which was 
a vivid red, added to his ferocious appearance. 

Radoub had at last allowed his wound to be dressed 
Around his head he had a handkerchief on which a blood- 
stain was slowly increasing in size. 

At noon before the court had opened, an express, whose 
horse could he heard pawing the ground outside, stood 
near the table of the tribunaL Cimourdain was writing. 
He wrote this, — 

** Citiisens, members of the Committee of Public Welfare,-^ 
Lantenac is taken. He will be executed to-morrow.” 

He dated the despatch, signed it, folded it, sealed it, and 
gave it to the messenger who started away. 

Having done this, Cimourdain said in a loud voice,— 

« Open the dungeon.” 

The two gendarmes drew back the bolts, opened the 
dungeon and went in. Cimourdain raised Ms head, 
folded Ms arms, looked at the door and cried,— 

« Bring in the prisoner.” 

: A man appeared between the two gendarmes, under 
the arch of the open door. 

^ It,was, Gaiivain. . , 

Cimourdain shuddered, 

Gauvain !” he exclaimed. 

And he added, — 

I demand the prisoner.” ^ > 

^ ^ ^ I am the prisoner,” said GauvaiuC: ■ 
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“ I myself.’’ 

But where is Lantenao?’* 

He is free.” 

Free I ” 

Yes.” 

“Escaped?” 

“ Escaped.” 

Cimourdain trembling stammered, — 

“ To be sure, this castle is his, he knows all the mean‘s 
of exit ; perhaps the oubliette communicates with some 
way out ; I ought to have thought that he would find 
some way to escape ; he would need no one’s aid for 
that” 

“ He was aided,” said Gauvain. 

“To escape?” 

“ To escape.” 

“Who aided Mm?” 

“I did.” 

“You?” 

“Yes.” 

“ Y ou are dreaming ! ” 

“ I entered the dungeon ; I was alone with the prisoner ; 
I took off my cloak, I threw it over his shoulders, I 
pulled the hood down over his ejms', he went out in my 
place, and I remained in his. Here I am.” 

“ You did not do that 1 ” 

“I did do it.” 

“ It is impossible.” 

“It is a fact!” 

“ Bring Laiitenac here ! ” 

“ He is no longer here. The soldiers, seeing the com- 
mander’s cloak, took him for me, and let him pass. It 
was still night.” 

“ You are mad.” 

“ I am telling you the truth.” 

There was a silence. Cimourdain stammered,— 

“ Then you deserve ” 

Death,” said Gauvain. 

Cimourdain was as pale as a corpse. He was as 
motionless as a man who has been struck by lightning. 
It seemed as if he could no longer breathe. Great drops 
of sweat stood on his forehead. 


■mNBTT-TEBm. 


S5l 


■ He steadied his Toice and said,—* 

Gendarmes, seat the accused.” 

Gauvain sat down on the stool. 

Cimonrdain added, — 

“ Gendarmes, draw your swords.” 

This was the customary formality when the accused 
was under sentence of capital punishment. 

The gendarmes drew their swords. 

Cimourdain’s voice had regained its usual tone. 
“Accused,” he said, “rise.” 

He no longer addressed Gauvain familiarly. 


CHAPTER HI. 

THU VOTES. 

GAijvAiisr rose. 

“ What is your name ?” asked Cimourdain. 

Gauvain replied, “ Gauvain.” 

Cimourdain questioned him furthex'. 

“Who are you?” 

“ I am commander-in-chief of the reconnoitring column 
of the Coasts of the Horth.” 

“ Ai^e you a relative or connection of the man who has 
escaped?” 

“ I axxi Ms grand-nephew.” 

“ Are you familiar with the decree of the Convention?” 

“I see the notice of it on youi’ table.” 

“ What have you to say to this decree ? ” 

“That I countersigned it, that f ordered it to be car- 
ried out, and that it was I who had tlie placard printed,, 
and that my name is at the bottom of it.” 

“ Choose a defender.” 

“ I will defend myself.” 

“You may speak.” , 

Cimourdain had grown calm again. Only his calmness 
was less like the composure of a man than the tran- 
quillity of a Took. 
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Gattvain remained silent for a moment, and, as it wer^ 
collecting iiis thoughts. 

Cimourdain spoke again» 

What have you to say in your defence • 

Gauvaiii slowly raised his head, without looking atany.* 
body, and replied : — * 

This : one thing prevented me from seeing any other ; 
a good action, seen too near, concealed a hundred criminal 
actions from my eyes; on one side an old man, on the 
other, children, all this came between me and duty. I 
forgot the villages burned, the fields ravaged, the prisoners 
massacred, the wounded murdered, the women shot. I 
forgot France betrayed to England ; I liberated the mur« 
derer of his country. I am guilty. In speaking thus, 
I seem to speak against myself ; it is a mistake. I am 
speaking for myself. When the guilty person confesses 
his fault, he saves the only thing worth .the trouble of 
saving— honor.” 

‘‘ Is this,” replied Cimourdain, “ all that you have to say 
for your defence ? ” 

« I will add that being the chief, I owe an example, and 
that you, for your part, being the judge, owe one too/* 
What exampjle do you demand ? ” 

<^My death.” 

« Do yon think it just ? ” 

‘‘And necessary.” 

“Be seated.” 

The quartermaster, as commissioner-auditor, rose and 
gave a reading ; first of the sentence, which outlawed the 
ci-devant Marquis de Lantenac ; secondly, the decree of 
the Convention infiicting punishment of death on any one 
aiding the escape of a rebel prisoner. It ended with some 
lines printed at the bottom of the notice of the decree, 
forbidding any one “to carry aid and assistance ” to the 
above-named rebel “under pain of death,” and signed, — 

The commander-m-cMef of the reconnoitring column^ Gaijvaih.” 

Having finished these readings, the commissioner- 
auditor sat down again. 

Cimourdain folded his arms and said,— 

“Accused, pay attention. Audience, listen, look, and 
be silent. Tou have the law before you. It will now be 
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put to vote, Tlie sentence will be given according to the 
simple majority. Each judge will give his opinion in 
turn, aloud, in presence of the accused, Justice having 
nothing to conceal. 

Cimourdain continued, — 

The first Judge has the floor. Speak, Captain Gu6- 
champ.” . 

Captain Gu6champ appeared to see neither Cimourdain, 
nor Gauvain. He dropped his eyelids, which concealed 
Ms motionless eyes fixed on the notice of the decree, and 
considering it as one considers an abyss. He said, — 

“ The law is positive. A judge is more and less than a 
man ; he is less than a man, for he has no heart ; he is 
more than a man, because he has the sword. In the year 
414 of Rome, Manlius put his son to death for the crime 
of having won a victory without his order. Violated 
discipline demands an expiation. In this case it is the 
law wdiich has been violated ; and the law is stiil higher 
than discipline. In consequence of an outburst of pity, 
the country is again placed in danger. Pity may have 
the proportions of a crime. Commander Gan vain has 
caused the escape of the rebel Lantenac. Gauvain is 
guilty. I vote death.” 

Write it down, clerk,” said Cimourdain. 

The clerk wrote, “ Captain Guecbamp : death.” 

Gauvain raised his voice, — 

« Guechamp,” he said, you have voted well, and I thank 
you.” 

Cimourdain proceeded, — 

“The second judge has the floor. Speak, Sergeant 
Radoub.” 

“ Radoub rose, turned towards Gauvain and saluted 
the accused. Then he cried out, — 

“ If it is so, then, guillotine me, for Igive you here, in 
the sight of God, my most sacred word of honor that I 
should like to have done, first what the old man did, and 
then what iiiy commander has done. When I saw that 
man, eighty years old, throw himself into the fire to save 
three babies, T said, “Good man, you are brave!” and 
when I learn that my commander had saved this old man 
from your beast of a guillotine, by a thousand saints T 
say, “My commander, yon ought to be my general, and 
you are a turn man, and as for me, by thunder I I would 
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give yon tlie cross of Saint Louis, if there were still crosses^ 
and if there were stilL saints, and if there were still 
Louis ! ’^ 

Ah ! are you going to be idiots now ? If it was for 
such tilings as this that we won the battle of Jemiuapes, 
the battle of Valmy, the battle of Fleiirus, and the battle 
of Wattignies, then it must be admitted. What ! Here 
Commander Gaiivain, for four months, has been leading 
these jackasses of royalists to the beat of the drum, and 
saving the Republic by his sword, and did a thing at Dol 
which required a pretty amount of cleverness, and when 
you have this man here, you try to have him no longer ! 
And instead of making him your general, you want to 
chop off his bead ! I say that it is enough to make one 
throw himself head first over the parapet of the Pont- 
ISTeuf, and that if you yourself, Citizen Ganvain, my com- 
mander, were my corporal instead of my general, I w^ould 
tell you that what you said just now was infernal non- 
sense. The old man did well in saving the children, you 
did well to save the old man ; and if people are to be guil- 
lotined for good deeds, then get you gone to all the devils, 
for I don’t know at all what it is about. There is no 
reason at all for stopping anywhere. All this is not true, 
is it? I pinch myself to know whether I am awake. I 
do not understand. So the old man ought to have let 
the babies burn alive, my commander ought to let the old 
man’s head be cut off. Yes, and tlien guillotine me. I 
like the one idea as much as the other. I suppose if the 
little ones had died, the battalion of Bonnet- Rouge would 
have been dishonored. Is that -what was wanted ? Then 
let us eat each other. I know my politics as well as you. 
I belonged to the club in the section of the Piques. Sa- 
pristi! We are growing brutal at last! I sum it all up 
according to my way of looking at it. I do not like things 
which have the inconvenience of making us unable to tell 
at all where we are. Wlay the devil do we have each 
other killed? Why kill our chief? Yot that, Lisette. 
I want my chief! I must have my chief. I love him 
better to-day than I did yesterda 3 ^ But to send him to 
the guillotine, why, you make me laugh ! We want 
none of this : I have listened. You may say whatever 
you like, hut it is not possible.” 

And Radoub sat down. His wound had opened again. 
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A thread of blood came out from under the bandage and 
ran down his iieckj' from the place ' where his ear had 
been. 

Ciinourdaiii turned towards Radoub,^ 

“ Do you vote that the accused be absolved ? 

I vote,” said Radoub, “ to have him made general/* 

I ask if you vote to have him acquitted.” 
vote to have him made the first In the Republic/’ 
^‘Sergeant Radoub, do you vote to have the Commaii 
dant Gauvain acquitted, — yes or no?” 

“ I vote to have my head cut ofi; instead of his/’ 

Acquittal,” said Cimourdain. “ W rite, clerk,” 

The clerk wu’ote, Sergeant Radoub : acquittal/’ 

Then the clerk said, — 

One voice for death. One voice for acquittal” 

It was Cimourdaii/s turn to vote. 

He rose. He took off his hat and laid it on the table. 
He was no longer pale nor livid. His face was the color 
of earth. 

If all present had been lying in their shrouds, the 
silence Avould not have been more profound. 

Cimourdain said in a solemn voice, slowly, and with 
decision,'— 

‘Giccused Gauvain, the cause has been heard. In the 
name of the Republic, the courGmartial, by the majority 
of two to one—” 

He stopped, there was a moment of suspense ; did he 
hesitate before death? did he hesitate before life? All 
held their breath. Cimourdain continued, — 

‘V Condemn you to death,” 

His face expressed the torture of an awful triumph. 
When Jacob compelled the angel wdiom he had over* 
thrown in the darkness to bless him, he must have w’orn 
that terrible smile. 

It was only a glimmer, and it passed away. Cimour* 
dain became again like marble, sat down, put his hat on 
his, head, and added, — 

Gauvain, you will be executed to-morrow, at sunrise/’ 

. Gauvain rose, saluted Mm, and said,— ■ 

-I thank the court/’, ' 

Lead away the condemned,” said Cimourdain. 
Cimourdain made a sign, the door' of the ' dungeon ' was 
opened, Gauvain went in, the dungeon was' closed. ' The 
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Iwo gendarmes remained on guard at eacli Bide of the 
door, with drawn sabres. 

They carried away Radoub^ who had Just fallen xmom- 
Bcious* 


CHAPTERS 

AFTEE OBmURDAIH AS A JUDGE, CIMOUBDAEST AS MASTER 

A CAMP is a wasp’s nest* Especially in times of Revolu- 
tion* The civic sting which is in the soldier acts readily 
and quickly, and does not hesitate to attack the chief after 
having driven away the enemy* 

The valiant troop which had taken la Toiirgue made 
various complaints ; at first against the Commander 
Gauvain, when they learned of Lantenac’s escape* When, 
they saw Gauvain come out of the dungeon which they 
supposed held Lantenac, it was like an electric shock, 
and in less than a minute the whole corps was informed* 
A murmur burst forth from the little army; the first 
V murmur was, — 

They are judging Gauvain. But it is only a sham. 
Oh, yes, have great faith in ex-nobles and in priests I We 
have just seen a viscount save a marquis, and we shall 
see a priest pardon a noble! ” 

When they learned of Gauvain’s sentence, there was a 
second murmur, That is too much I our chief, our brave 
chief, our young commander, a hero i He is a viscount, 
well it is all the more credit to him for being Republican ! 
What! he, the liberator of Pontorson, of Viliedieu, of 
Pont-l.u-Beaii ! The conqueror of Dol and of La Tourgue ! 
He through whom we are invincible; he who is th© 
sword of the Republic in la Vendee! The man who, for 
five months, has held the Chouans at bay, and made up 
for all the folly of Lechelle and the rest ! This Cimour- 
dain dares condemn him to death ! Why ? Because he 
saved an old man who had saved three children! A 
priest kill a soldier! ” 

Thus the victorious but discontented camp grumbled, 
A sullen anger surrounded Cimourdain. Pour thousand 
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men ■ against one: it seems as if tMs must be strengtlii 
not at all. These four thousand men were a mnltitEdej^ 
and Cimourdaiii was a will. 

They knew that Cimoni'dain frowned easily, and nothing 
more was needed to hold the army in respect. In these 
times of severity, it was enough for the shadow of the 
Committee of Public Welfare to be behind a man to make 
this man feared, and to make an imprecation end in a 
whisper, and the whisper end in silence. After as well as 
before these murmurs, Cimourdain remained the arbiter 
of Gauvain’s fate, and the fate of all. They knew there 
was nothing to ask of him, and that he would obey noth- 
ing but Ms conscience, a superhuman voice heard by 
himself alone. 

Everything depended on him; what he had done as 
judge-martial, alone, he could undo as civil delegate. He 
alone was able to pardon him. He had full power; by a 
sign he could set Gaiivain free; he was the niaster of life 
and of death ; he was commander of the guillotine. At 
this tragic time, he was the man above ail others* 

They could only wait* 

Night came on. 


CHAPTER V. 

THE BtTKGEOK. 

The hall of justice had become the guardroom again ; 
the watch was doubled, as the day before ; two sentinels 
guarded the door of the closed dungeon. 

About midnight a man holding a lantern in his hand, 
crossed the guardroom, made himself known, and had the 
dungeon opened. 

It was Cimourdain. 

He went in and the door remained ajar behind him. 

The dungeon was dark and silent. Cimourdain took a 
step into the darkness, set the lantern on the floor, and 
stood still. He heard the regular breathing of a man 
asleep. Cimourdain listened thoughtfully to this peaces 
fulsonad. . 
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Gaiivaiti was on the bundle of straw on the floor of the 
dungeon. It was his breath which was heard. He wag 
sound asleep. 

Cimourdain went forward with the least possible noises 
eaiiie close to Gauvaiii and began to look at liirn ; a 
mother looking at her sleeping babe would have no more 
tender and unspeakable fondness in her face. This sight 
was perhaps too in iich for Cimourdain ; Cimourdain 
pressed both hands over bis eyes, as children do some 
times, and remained motionless for a moment. Then he 
knelt clown and raised GauvaiiTs hand gently to his lips. 

Gaiivain stirred. He opened his eyes, with the vague 
surprise of one suddenly awakened. The lantern feebly 
lighted the dungeon. He recognized Cimourdain* 

« Ah! ” he said, “it is you, my master.” 

- And, he added,— 

“I was dreaming "that death kissed 111 j haiid/^ 

Cimourdain, shuddered, as we sometimes do at the 
abrupt invasion of a surge of thougiits; sometimes this 
tide is so high and so stormy that it seems as if it would 
drown the soul, Kothing escaped from the depths of 
Gimourdain’s heart. He could only say,— 

“Gauvaiii!^’* 

And they looked at each other; Cimourdain with Ms 
eyes full of those flames which burn tears, Gauvain with 
Ms gentlest smile. 

Gauvain rose on Ms elbow, and said,— 

®‘Tliis scar which I see on your face is from the sabre 
cut that you received for me. . Yesterday, again, you were 
in the struggle beside me and on account of me. If Provb 
deuce had not placed you near my cradle, where should I 
be to-day ? ■ In darkness. If- 1 have any idea of duty, it 
has come from you. I was born bound. Prejudices are 
ligatures ; you removed these bands from me, you have 
given me liberty of growth, and of what was only a 
mummy you made a child once more. You gave a con- 
sciousness to the abortion that would otherwise have been. 
Had it not been for you, I should have grown up a dwarf* 
I exist through you, I was only a seigneur, you made 
me a citizen, I was only a citizen, you made me an intel 
lect ; you made me fit, as a man, for this earthly life, and, 
as a soul, for the life celestial. You gave me the key of 
truth, that I might enter the reality of human life, and the 
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key of lights that I miglit go beyond* Obi my master, 

I thank you* You have created me ” 

Cimourdain sat do\yii on the straw beside Gauvain, and 
said to him, — 

I have come to take supper with you?^ 

Gaiivain broke up the black bread and offered It to bini*. 
Cimourdain took a piece of it ; then Gauvain passed him 
the jug of water. 

‘‘Drink first,” said Cimourdain. 

Gauvain drank and passed the jug to Cimourdain, who 
drank after him. Gauvain only took one swallow* 
Cimourdain took a long draught. 

At this supper, Gauvain ate and Cimourdain drank, a 
sign of calmness in one and of feverishness in the other. 

A strange, terrible serenity was in this dungeon. The 
two men talked. 

Gauvain said, — 

“ Great things are being planned. What the Revolution 
!b doing at this moment is mysterious. Behind its visible 
work there is a work invisible. One conceals the other. 
The visible work is cruel, the invisible work is sublime. 
At this moment I can see everything very clearly. It is 
strangely beautiful. It was necessary to make use of the 
materials of the past. Hence this extraordinary ’93. 
IJnder a scaffolding of barbarism, a temple of civilization 
is building.” 

“Yes,” replied Cimourdain. “Out of thingvS temporal 
will arise the definitive. The definibive, that is to say right 
and duty, in parallel lines, proportional and^ progressive 
taxes, obligatory military service, levelling udthout devia- 
tion, and above all and through all, that straight line, law. 
The Republic of the Absolute.” ^ 

“ I prefer,” said Gauvain, “ the Republic of the Ideal. 
He hesitated, then continued, — 

“ Oh, my master, in all that you have just said, where 
do you place devotion, sacrifice, abnegation, the magnani- 
mous intertwining of benevolence, love? 1 Cutting every* 
thing in equilibrium is good; making everything harmo- 
nious is better. Above the scales is the lyre. Your re- 
public doses, measures, and rules man; mine carries him 
up' into the , clear sky ; that is the difference between a 
theorem and an eagle.” 

■ ' foil' wilibe lost in the clouds.**' 
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« And you m mathematics” 

Harmony is a dream.” . . 

There are unknown quantities in Algebra.” 

«« I would have man made according to Euclid ” 

And I,” said Gauvain, I would rather have Mm made 
Eocording to Homer.” 

Cimoiirdain’s stern smile rested on Gauvain, as if to 
hold back his soul. 

“ Poetry. Place no trust in poets.” 

“Yes, I know that saying. Put no trust in breezes, 
sunbeams, put no trust in perfumes, put no trust in 
flowers, put no trust in constellations.” 

“Fone of them will give you anything to eat.” 

“ How do you know. Ideas too, are food. To think is 
to eat.” ‘ 

“ Fo abstractions. The Republic is two and two make 
four. YYhen I have given to each wdiat belongs to 
Mm—” 

“ It will remain for you to give to each what does not 
belong to him.” 

“ What do you mean by that?” 

“I mean the vast reciprocal concession that each owes 
to all, and all owe to each, and which is the whole social 
law.” 

“There is nothing beyond strict law.” 

“ There is everything.” 

“I see nothing but justice.” 

“For my part, I see higher.” 

“ What is there above justice?” 

“ Equity.” 

Occasionally, they stopped, as if to catch glimpses of 
light. 

Cimourdain resumed, — 

“I challenge you to explain.” 

“ I will do so. You would have military service obliga 
tory ; against whom ? Against other men. But I would 
not have any military service at all. I want peace. You 
would have the wretched assisted, but I would have misery 
suppressed. You would have proportional taxes. I 
would have no taxes at all. I want the common expenses 
reduced to their simplest form, and paid by the overplus 
of society.” 

“ What do you mean by 
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, This's first, to suppress every form of parasite ; that 
represented by the priest, that represented by the judge, 
that represented by the soldier. Then make some use 
of your waste riches ; you throw manure into the sew'- 
ers, throw it on the fields. Three-quarters of the soil is 
waste, land ; clear, up France. Put an end to useless pas- 
tures, divide the communal lands. Let every man have 
a piece of ground, and every piece of ground have a man* 
It would multiply the products of society a hundredfold, 
France, at the present time, only gives her peasants meat 
four days in the year ; if well cultivated, she ought to feed 
three hundred millions of men, — all Europe. Utilize 
nature, that great auxiliary so much scorned. Make all 
the winds, all the waterfalls, all the magnetic effluvia 
work for you. The globe has a network of subterranean 
veins ; in this network there is a prodigious circulation of 
water, oil, and fire ; pierce the veins of the globe, and let 
this water gush forth for your fountains, this oil for your 
lamps, this fire for your hearths. Reflect on the motion 
of the waves, the flux and reflux, the ebb and flow of the 
tides. What is the ocean ? An enormous force wasted. 
How stupid the earth is not to make use of the ocean. 

« You are lost in a dream.” 

That is to say, in actual facts.” 

Gauvain went on, — 

« And woman — what use do you make of her?” 

Cimourdain replied, — 

Let her be what she is, the servant of man ” 

<‘Yes. On one condition.” 

^^What?” 

“That man shall be the servant of woman.” 

‘‘Is that your belief?” exclaimed Cimourdain. “Man 
a servant! Never. Man is master. I admit but one 
royalty, that of the fireside. Man is king at home.” 

“ Yes. On one condition.” 

“What is that?” 

“ That woman be queen there.” 

“That is to say that you want for man and for 
: woman---— ” 

,,, ; “. Equality ” . . 

' : “ Equality I Are you dreaming ? The two beings are 
different ” , ■ 

“ I said equality® I did not say identity*” 
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There was a pause again, like a sort of truce between 
these two minds exchanging flashes of thought. Cimoiir- 
dain broke the silence. ■ 

And the child ? To whom would you give it?” 

First to the father who begets it, then to the mother 
who bears it, then to the master to teach it, then to 
city to make a man of it, then to the country, which is the 
mother supreme, then to humanity, which is the great 
ancestor?''^ 

“ You say nothing of God.” 

‘‘ Each of these steps, — father, mother, master, city, 
country, humanity, — is a round in the ladder which leads 
up to God.” 

Ciinourdaiii was silent. Gauvain went on, — 

“ When one is at the top of the ladder, one has reached 
God. God opens the door ; there is nothing to do but to 
go in.” 

Cimoiirdain made the gesture of a person who is call- 
ing some one back. 

Gauvain, come back to earth. Wq want to realize 
possibilities.” 

“ Begin by not making them impossible.” 

“ The possil)le can always be realized.” 

“ Kot always. If Utopia is maltreated it is killed. 
Nothing is more defenceless than the egg.” 

“ But it is necessai\y to seize Utopia, place it under the 
yoke of reality, and frame it, in fact. Abstract ideas 
must be transforined to concrete ideas; what it loses 
in beauty it will gain in utility ; it will be less but better. 
Right must enter into law ; and when right has become 
iaw, it is absolute. This is w^hat I call the possible.” 

“ The possible is more than that.” 

“ Ah ! you are dreaming again.” 

“ The possible is a mysterious bird always hovering 
above man.” 

“It must be caught ” 

“ Alive.” 

Gauvain continued, — 

“ My motto is ; Always forward. If God had wished 
man to go backward, he would have put an eye in the back 
of his bead. Let us always look towards the sunrise, 
development, birth. Whatever fails encourages whatever 
is trying to rise* The shattering of the old tree is a cbM 
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lo the youBg tree. Each, century will do its worki 'uo 
day, civic; to-morrow, humane. To-day the question of 
right, to-morrow the question of wage. Wag-e and right 
are the same word ill reality, Man does not live to re- 
ceive no wage; God, in giving life, . contracts a debt r 
right is innate wage ; ivage is acquired right.” 

Gauvain spoke with the assurance of a prophet. Cimoiir' 
dain listened. The roles were exchanged, and now il 
seemed as if the pupil had become the master, 

Cimourdain murmured, — ■ 

You go too fast.” 

Perhaps it is because I am somewhat pressed fof 
said Gauvain, with a smile. 

And he added, — 

“ O my master, this is the difference between our two' 
Utopias. You want the barracks obligatory, while I 
want a school. You dream of a man as a soldier, I cl ream 
of him as a citizen. You want him to be terrible, I would 
have him thoughtful. You would found a republic of 
swords, I would found 

He hesitated, — 

I would found a republic of intellects.” 

Cimourdain looked at the pavement of the dungeon 
and said, — 

And till then what would you have ? ” 

^ What now exists.” 

Then you absolve the present moment ? ” 

« Yes.” 

« Why ? ” 

Because it is a tempest, A tempest always knows 
what it is about. For one oak struck by lightning, how 
many forests purified I Civilization had a pestilence, this 
great gale is sweeping it away. It does not discriminate 
eiioiigh, perhaps. Can it do otherwise ? It has such a 
rough cleansing to perform . Before the horror of miasma, 
I understand the fury of the blast.” 

Gauvain continued, — 

“ Moreover, what is the tempest to me, if I have the' 
compass ? ancl what difference can events make to me, if' 
I have my conscience ?” 

And he added in a low woice, which was solemn as 
well,— ■ : 

There is one who must always be allowed to do Ms 
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u '^ho asked Cimourdain. 

GauTaiii pointed above Ms head. Cimonrdain foHowed 
the, direction of bis finger, and through the ceiling of th® 
dungeon it seemed to him as if he saw the starry heavens* 

They were again silent. 

Cimourdain took up the discourse. 

Society greater than nature I I tell you it Is ncA 
possible, it is a dream.” 

It is its aim. Otherwise, what is the good of society ? 
Remain in nature ; be savages. Otaheite is a paradise. 
Only, in that paradise they do not think. Much better an 
intelligent hell than a stupid paradise. But no, let us have 
no hell. Let us have human society. Greater than 
nature. Yes. If you add nothing to nature, why leave 
nature? then, be content with work like the ant, and 
with honey like the bee. Remain the stupid workman 
rather than sovereign intelligence. If you add something 
to nature, you will necessarily be greater than she is. 
To add is to increase, and to increase is to enlarge. Society 
is nature made siibhme. I would have everything which 
beehives lack, everything which ant-hills lack, monuments, 
arts, poetry, heroes, geniuses ; to carry everlasting burdens 
is not the law of man, ISTo, no, no ; no more pariahs, no more 
slaves, no more convicts, no more condemned! t would 
have each attribute of man a symbol of civilization, and a 
pattern of progress ; I want liberty in the mind, equality in 
the heart, fraternity in the soul. No ! no more bondage} 
man was made, not to drag chains, but to spread his 
wings. No more of man as a reptile. I would have the 
larva transformed to a lepidopter ; I would have the 
earthworm changed to a living flower, and flyaway, i 
would have 

He stopped. His eye grew bright. 

Ills lips moved, he ceased speaking. 

The door had been left open. Noises from outside pene 
trated into the dungeon. Sounds of distant trumpets? 
were heard. It was probably the reveilM ; then gun 
stocks striking the ground as the sentinels were relieved | 
then, quite near the tower, as far as could be judged in the 
darkness, a sound, as if they were moving boards and 
planks, with dull, intermittent thuds, like the blows of a 
hammer. Cimourdain listened, and grew pale. Gauvah? 
did not hear it His grew more and more prcrfoiiii^^ ■ 
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it seemed as If lie no longer breathed, he was so absorbed 
'‘in: what he saw in the visions that haunted Ms brain. 
His frame underwent gentle tremors. The dawn-lik© 
brightness in his eyes increased. . 

Some time passed thus. Cimonrdain asked, 

What are you thinking about ? 

The future,’’ said Gauvain. 

And he relapsed into thought again. Cimourdain rose 
from the bed of straw where they were sitting together* 
Gauvain did not notice him. Cimourdain, with his eyes 
fixed with infilnite affection on the young dreamer, stepped 
slowly backwards to the door, and went out. The dungeon 
was closed. 
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BEVBRTHELESS, Tm StTBr BBSS. 

Daylight did not delay appearing on the horKon. 
Just as day dawned, a strange, motionless, amazing objecti 
which the birds of heaven were not familiar with, came 
into sight on the plateau of la Torgue, above the forest of 
Foug^res. 

It had been placed there in the night; it was set up, 
rather than built. From a distance, its straightened lines 
stood out against the horizon, having the appearance of a 
Hebrew letter or one of those Egyptian hieroglyphics wMeh 
formed a part of the alphabet of the 'ancient eiiigiaa. 

At first sight, the idea that this object awakened was 
the idea of uselessness. It stood there among theldos'- 
soming heather; One asked what purpose it could serve. 
Then one felt a shudder come over. 

It was a sort of trestle-work, with four posts for legs. 
At the end of the trestle rose two high Joists, upright and 
straight, Joined together at the top by a crossbeam, from 
which was suspended a triangle which looked black against 
the blue morning sky. At the other end of the Frame- 
work there was, a ladder. . Between the two Joists below, 
under, the triangle^couid be seen a.s 0 rt of panel composed 


WlWMTr-mEER 


©f two movable sections wliich, when fitted together^ 
showed a round hole about the size of a man’s neck. The 
upper section of the panel slipped into a groove in such a 
way that it could be raised or lowered. For the time 
oeing, the two semicircles which, wdien united, formed the 
collar, were apart* At the foot of the two posts was seen 
a plank, wliicli moved on hinges and looked like a balance. 
Beside this plank, there was a long basket, and between 
the two posts, in front, and at the end of the trestle, a 
square basket* 

It was painted reci 

Eveijtliing was of wood, except the triangle, which 
was of iron* One felt that this had been built by men, it 
was so ugly, mean, petty ; and that it wms worthy of being 
set up there by genii, it was so formidable. 

This misshapen structure w^as the guillotine* 

In front, a few feet away, in the ravine, there was an- 
other monster, la Tourgue. A monster of stone offering 
a counterpart to the monster of wood, and, we may add, 
when man has touched wood and stone, the wood and 
stone are no longer merely wood and stone, but become a 
part of man* 

An edifice is a dogma, a machine is an idea. 

La Tourgiie was that fatal result of the past which is 
called the Bastille in Paris, the Tower of London in 
England, the Spielberg in Germany, the Escurial in Spain, 
the Kremlin in Moscow, the castle of Saint-Angelo in 
Rome. 

Fifteen hundred years were condensed in la Toiirgue, 
the Middle Ages, vassalage, serfdom, feudalism ; in the 
guillotine, one year, ’ 98 ; and these twelve months coun- 
terbalanced these fifteen centuries* 

La Tourgue was the monarchy ; the guillotine was the 
Revolution. 

Tragic comparison. 

On one side, debt; on the other, maturity. On one 
side, the inextncahle Gothic complication, the serf, the 
seigneur, the alave, the master, the commonalty, the no- 
bility, the complex code with its ramification of customs, 
judge and priest in coalition, innumerable bonds, tMe 
treasury, the salt taxes, the mortmain, the capitations, the 
exceptions, the prerogatives, the prejudices, the fanat- 
the foyal privilege of bankruptcy^ the sceptre, the 
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throne, the regaLyill, "diyiiie right; on the other sMCj 
this simple thing^a chopping-kiiife. 

On one side, a knot; on the other, aif'axe. 

La Tourgue had long stood alone in this wilderness* 
It stood there fiued wdth enormous tragedy ; with his 
machieolations, out of wdiich had been poured boiling 
oil, burning pitch, and melted lead ; with its oubliettes, 
paved with bones ; with its quartering room ; its fiinereal 
form had dominated this forest; it had had tifteeii cent- 
uries of cruel repose in this shady spot; it had been the 
sole power, the sole object of awe, and the sole terror in 
this land ; it had reigned ; it had been the unique example 
of barbarism : suddenly, there arose before it and against 
it something, — more than something,— some one as horrible 
as itself— the Guillotine. 

Stone sometimes seem to have strange eyes.^ A statue 
observes, a tower watches, the fagade of a biiilding con- 
templates. 

La Tourgue seemed to examine the guillotine* 

It seemed to query it ? 

What is that ? ” 

That object seemed to have come up out of the 
eartii. 

And, in reality, it had come up out of the earth. 

In the fatal earth had germinated the ill-favored tree. 
Out of this earth, watered with so much sw^at, with so 
many tears, with so much blood ; — out of tins earth, where 
so many trenches had been dug, so many tombs, so many 
caves, so many ambushes; — out of this earth, where had 
rotted all kinds of dead, deprived of life by all kinds of 
tyranny out of this earth, placed over so many abysses, 
and where had been buried so many dreadful crimes, 
seeds cf horror;— out of this deep eartli had arisen, on a 
notable day, this strange avenger, this cruel swordhearer, 
and ’93 had said to the old wwid : ‘‘ Here I am ! ” 

And the guillotine had the right to say to the keeps 
« I am thy daughter ” 

And at" the same time the keep— for these fatal objects 
live with a. mysterious vitality- — felt that it was killed by 
her. 

La Tourgue, in the face of this terrible apparition, felt 
strangely frightened. It seemed as if it were afraid . The 
huge mass of granite was majestical and infamous; this 
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plank, witli its^ triangle,' was worse. The declining , om-^ 
iiipotenoe felt all the horror of the new omnipotenee. 

Criminal history suryeyed justiciary history. The 
violence of the past was compared with tlie violence of the 
present : the ancient fortress, the ancient prison, the an- 
cient seigiieiirie, where victims had shrieked as they were 
torn limb from limb; the building of war and of murder, 
now useless, disabled, profaned, dismantled, laid bare, a 
heap of stone, worth no more than a heap of ashes, hideous, 
magnificent, and dead, full of the dizziness of centuries of 
horror, — watched the terrible living hour of the present 
pass by. 

Yesterday frowned on to-day, the old cruelty verified 
and submitted to the new power, that wiiich was a mere 
nothingness opened its ghastly eyes before this terror, 
and the phantom regarded the spectre. 

Nature is pitiless; she will not consent to withdraw 
her fiowers, her music, her perfumes and her sunbeams 
from before the face of human abomination; she over- 
whelms man with the contrast between divine beauty 
and the ugliness of society ; she spares him neither the 
wing of a butterfly, nor the song of a bird ; in the midst 
of murder, in the midst of vengeance, in the midst of 
barbarity he must submit to the sight of holy things ; he 
cannot get away from the vast reproacli of the universal 
sweetness and tiie implacable serenity of the blue sky. 
The deformity of human laws must be exposed in their 
nakedness, in the midst of the dazzling beauty of the 
eternal. Man breaks and crushes, man destroys, man 
kills ; the summer is summer still, the lily is the lily still, 
the stars of heaven are the stars of heaven still. 

Never had the fresh sky of early dawn been more 
charming than on this morning. A mild breeze stirred 
the heather, the mists hovered gently over the trees, the 
forest of Foug^res, permeated with the breath of the 
brooks, was steaming in the dawn like a great censer filled 
with incense ; the blue firmament, the whiteness of the 
clouds, the clear transparency of the waters, the verdure, 
that harmonious scale of color from aquamarine to em- 
erald, the groups of brotherly trees, the carpet of grass, 
the far-stretching plains, — all possessed that purity which 
is the eternal counsel of nature to man, 

la the midst of all this was exposed the frightful shame 
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human beings ; in the midst of all this appeared the 
fortress and the scaffold, war and punishment, the two 
figures of the bloodthirsty eld and the bloody present ; 
the night-owl of the past, and the bat of the twilight of 
the future. 

lathe presence of creation, blooming, balmy, lowing 
and lovely, the splendid heavens deluged La .Tourgue 
and the guillotine with the light of morning, and seemed 
to say to man % ^^See my work, and behold what you are 
doing.” 

Such are the terrible uses that the sun makes of Ms 
rays. 

This spectacle had spectators. 

■ The four thousand men belonging to the little reconnoL 
triag army were ranged in order of battle on .the plain. 
They surrounded the guillotine on three sides, in such a 
way as to form around it, in a geometrical figure, the 
shape of a letter E ; the battery placed in the centre of 
the upright line made the notch of the E. The red 
machine was enclosed in these three battle fronts, a sort 
of wall of soldiers, reaching on two sides to the very edge 
of the escarpment of the plateau, the fourth side, the ox3en 
side, was the ravine itself, and faced la .Tourgue; 

This made a long square, in the midst of which was 
the scaffold. As. the day approached, the shadow of the 
guillotine decreased on the grass. , 

The artillery-men were' at their guns, the matches 
lighted. .. 

A gentle blue smoke was rising from the ravine; it 
came from the dying fire of the burning bridge. 

This smoke covered without concealing la Tourgue, the 
high platform of which dominated the whole horizon. 
Between this platform and the guillotine there \vas only 
the ravine. They could talk across it. . 

The table of the tribunal and the chair draped with 
tricoloreci flags had been brought to this platforin. The 
day was drawing behind la Tourgue, and making the 
mass of the fortress stand out black, and above it in the 
chair of the tribunal, and under the drapery of flags, the 
form of a man sitting motionless, with folded arms. 

This man was Cimourdain. As on the day before, he 
wore his citE delegate’s Amm ihe hat with tricolored cock- 
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ade on his lieadj Ms sabre by his side^ and, his pistols m 
Ms belt. : . 

He was silent All were silent ■ The soldiers stood 
with their guns grounded, their eyes downcast. Theii 
elbows touched, but they did not speak. They were ^ 
tiiiriking confusedly about this war, — so many battleSc, f 
the fusillades of the hedges so bravely faced, the s waring ' 
of furious iieasants driven before their breath, the 
citadels taken, the battles won, the victories, and it seemed 
to them now that all this glory turned to shame. A 
gloomy expectation oppressed the hearts of all. 

On the platform of the guillotine they saw the execu« 
tioner, walking back and forth. The increasing bright^ . 
ness of the morning majestically filled the sky. 

Suddenly there was heard that muffled sound made by 
drums covered with crape. The funereal rumbling caino 
nearer ; the ranks opened, and a procession entered the 
square, and went towards the scaffold. 

At first the black drums; then a company of grenadiers, 
with arras lowered; then a platoon of gendarmes, wdth 
drawn sv/ords ; then the condemned, — Gauvaim 
Gaiivain walked free. Neither his feet nor his hands 
were bound. He was in undress uniform ; he carried his 
sword. 

Behind liim came aiother platoon of gendarmes. 

Gauvain still wore that expression of thoughtful joy on 
his face which had lighted it up when he said to Cimoinv 
daiii, “ r am thinking of the future,” Nothing could be 
more ineffably .sublime than this lasting smile. 

On reaching tlie melancholy spot, he first looked to- 
wards the top of the tower. He disdained the guillo- 
tine. ■ ■ ' ' 

He knew that Cimourdaiii would consider It his duty 
to be present at the execution. His eyes sought him on 
the platform. He found him there. 

Cimoiirdain wars pale and cold. Those near him could 
not hear him breathe. 

When he saw Gauvain, he did not stir. 

Meanwhile, Gauvain was approaching the scaffoki 
As he walked along, he loolmd at Cimourdain, and 
Cimoiirdain looked at him. It seemed as if Cimourdain 
strengthened himself with that look. 

Gauvain reached the foot oi tbe scaffold® Ho mounted 
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it. The officer commanding' the grenadiers followed Mm. 
He unfastened his sword and gave it to the officer^ he 
took off his cravat and gave it to the executioner. 

; ^ He was like a vision. Never had he looked so beau- 
tiful. His brown hair floated in the wind ; it was not the 
custom to cut off the hair at that time. jHis white neck 
was like a woman’s, his heroic, sovereign eye was like an 
archangel’s. He was on the scaffold, deep in thought. 
This place, too, is a summit. Gauvain stood there, 
superbly calm. The sun wrapped him about as with a 
halo of glory. 

It w&B necessary, nevertheless, to bind the criminal The 
executioner came with a rope in his hand. 

At ^ this moment, when the soldiers saw their young 
captain so evidently destined to the knife, they could 
contain themselves no longer; the hearts of these warriors 
burst. That enormous thing, the sob of an army, was heard. 
A shout arose, — 

"'Mercy! mercy!” 

Some fell on their knees ; others threw down their guns 
and raised their arms towards the platform where Cimour- 
dain was. 

A grenadier mounted the steps to the guillotine, cry- 
ing, “Will you receive a substitute? Take me.” All 
repeated frantically, “Mercy! mercy!” and if this had been 
heard by lions, they would have been moved or frightened, 
lor soldiers’ tears are terrible. 

The executioner stopped, not knowing what to do. 

Then a short, low voice, which could be heard by all, 
it was so gruesome, cried from the top of the tower, — , 

“Enforce the law!” 

They recognized that inexorable tone. Cimordain had 
Ijpoken. A shudder passed over the army. 

The executioBer hesitated no longer. He approached, 
holding, his cord. 

, “Wait,” said Gauvain.. 

He turned towards Cimourdain, with his right ■ hand, 
which: was still free, waved a farewell to- him, and then 
let it be bound. 

After it was bound, he said to the executioner, 

: “Pardon. One moment more.” 

And he cried,— ■ 

“Long live the Eepublfc!” 
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They laid Mm on the plank. That iove}y . proud head 
was placed in the infamous collar. The executioner laid 
back his hair gently, he pressed the spring, the triangle 
became detached and slipped down slowly at first, then 
quickly ; a hideous sound was heard — 

At the same instant another sound was heard. A pistol 
shot responded to the blow of the axe. Cimourdain had 
just seized one of the pistols which he had in his belt, 
and, as Gauvain’s head rolled into the basket, Cimour- 
dain sent a bullet through his heart. The blood poured 
from his mouth ; he fell down dead. 

And these two souls, tragic sisters, departed together, 
the darkness of one mingling with the light of the 
other. 
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Thelma. By Marie Corelli. 

Thirty Years* ' War. By Frederick 
Schiller. 

Thousand^ Miles Up the Nile, 
Amelia B, Edward?, 
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Three Guardsmen. Alex Dumas, 

Three Men in a Boat. Jerome. 

Thrift. By Samuel Smiles. 

Throne of David, J. H. Ingraham. 

Toilers o£ the Sea. Victor Hugo. 

Tom Brown at O'xford. By Thomas 
Hughes. 

Tom Brown’s School Days. By 
Thos. Httghes. 

Tour of the World in Eighty 
Days. By Jules Verne. 

Treasure Island. R. L. Steven- 
son. 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea. By Jules Verne. 

Twenty Years After. Alex. Dumas. 

Twice Told Tales. N. Hawthorne. 

Two Admirals. By J. F. Cooper- 

Two years Before the Mast. By 
'R. H. Dana, Jr. I 

Uariia. By George Ebers. I 

Dncle Max. Rosa N. Carey. 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin. By Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. 

Under Two Flags. By “Ouida.” 

Utopia. By Sir Thomas Moore. 

Vanity Fair. Wm. M. Thackery. 

Vendetta. By Marie Corelli. 

Vicar of Wakefield. By Oliver 
Goldsmith. 

Vicomte de Bragelonne, By Alex- 
andre Dumas. 

Views A-Foot. Bayard Taylor. 

Villette. By Charlotte Bronte. 

Virginians. Wm. M. Thackeray. 

Walden. By Henry D. Thoreau. 


Wandering Jew, The. VoL I. By 
Eugene Sue. 

Wandering Jew, The, Vol. II. By 
Eugene Sue. 

Washington and His Generals. 

J. T. Headley. * 

Washington, George. Life of. By 
Jared Sparks. 

Water Babies. Charles Kingsley. 
Water Witch. James F. Cooper. 
Waverly, By Sir Walter Scott. 
Webster, Daniel, Life of. By 
Samuel M. Schmucker. 

Webster’s Speeches. (Selected). 
Westward Ho. Charles Kingsley, 

We Two. By Edna Lyall. 

White Company. A Conan Doyle. 
Whites and the Blues. Dumas. 
Whittier’s Poems. J. G. Whittier. 
Wide, Wide World. By Susan 
Warner. 

William, the Conqueror, Life of. 

By Edward A. Freeman. 

William, the Silent, Life of. By 
Frederick Harrison. 

; Window in Thrums. J. M. Barrie. 

I Wing and Wing. J. F. Cooper. 
Wolsey, Cardinal, Life of. By 
Mandell Creighton. 

Woman in White. Wilkie Collins. 
Won by Waiting. Edna Lyall. 
Wonder Book. N. Hawthorne. 
Woodstock. By Sir Walter Scottt 
Wordsworth’s Poems. 

Wormwood. By Marie Corelli, 


